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IVednefday ,  Sepietnber  5,  1775* 
GREEABLE  to  adjournment, 
the  President  and  a  number 
of  the  Members  met,  but  there  not 
being  fufficient  to  enter  upon  bufmefs, 
the  Congrefs  was  adjourned  from  day 
to  day  until  Wednefday  the  13th. 

IVednefday ,  September  13,  1775* 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  province  of  Georgia  having 
appointed  delegates  to  reprefent  that 
colony  in  Congrefs.,  and  three  of  the 
delegates  attending,  their  credentials 
were  produced,  read  and  approved, 
and  are  as  follows, 

Georgia. 

The  alarming  and  critical  fit  na¬ 
tion  of  affairs  upon  the  continent  of 
America  having  at  length  roufed  the 
attention  of  this  province,  and  the  fe- 
veral  inhabitants  thereof  being  de¬ 
sirous  of  uniting  with  their  filler  co¬ 
lonies  in  thp  great  and  important 
caufe,  a  general  election  was  held 
throughout  the  province  for  delegates 
to  fit  in  Provincial  Congrefs  5  and  the 
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laid  delegates  having  io 

o  o 


met  in  Sa¬ 


vannah  on  the  fourth  day  of  Juiy^ 
proceeded  upon  the  confideration  of 
fuoji  bu.inels,  as  appeared  to  be  fit 
and  necefiary  ;  and  among  other 
things  they  made  choice  of  live  dele¬ 
gates  to  reprefent  this  province  in  the 
grand  Continental  Congrefs,  now  fit¬ 
ting  in  Philadelphia,  viz* 


Archibald  Bullock, 
and  John  Houhon, 

The  Revd.  Doftor  Zubly, 

Noble  Wimberly  Jones,  )  pr  , 
and  Lyman  Hale,  }  ^IS° 

Now  therefore  be  it  known,  and 
we  the  feveral  delegates  for  the  differ¬ 
ent  parities  and  diflri&s  in  this  pro¬ 
vince,  in  Provincial  Congrefs  affem- 
bled,«do  hereby  declare  the  faid  Ar¬ 
chibald  Bullock  and  John  Houkon, 
Efqrs.  the  Revd.  Do&or  Zubly, 
Noble  Wimberly  Jones  and  Lyman 
Hall,  Efqrs.  duly  and  fairly  elected, 
as  the  delegates  for  this  province  ; 
and  we  do  authorize  and  require  the 
faid  Archibald  Bullock  and  John 
Houkoun,  Erqrs.  the  Revd.  Do&or 
Zubly,  Noble  Wimberly  Jones  and 
Lyman  Hall,  Efqrs.  or  any  three  of 
them,  immediately  to  repair  to  the 
faid  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  there 
to  take  their  feats  as  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  province  of  Georgia,  in 
the  General  Congrefs  now  fitting,  to 
do,  tranfaft,  join  and  concur  with 
the  feveral  delegates  from  the  other 
colonies  and  provinces  upon  this 
continent,  in  all  fuch  matters  and 
things,  as  fhall  appear  eligible  and 
fit,  at  this  alarming  time,  for  the 
prefervation  and  defence  of  our 
rights  and  liberties,  and  for  the  ref- 
torauon  of  harmony  upon  conftitu- 
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tional  principles  between  Great-Bri- 
tain  and  America. 

And  we  give  and  grant  to  the 
(aid  Archibald  Bullock  and  John 
Houftoun,  Efqrs.  the  Revd.  Doctor 
Zubly,  Noble  Wimberly  Jonc3  and 
Lyman  Hall,  Efqrs.  or  any  three  of 
them,  in  whole  fidelity,  honor  and 
ability  we  very  much  confide,  our 
full  and  whole  power  in  the  premi- 
ies  ;  and  do  promile  and  engage  in 
behalf  of  ourfelves  and  our  conftitu- 
ents  refpe&ively,  (the  inhabitants 
or  the  province  of  Georgia)  under  the 
facred  ties  of  virtue,  honor,  and  love 
of  our  country,  to  abide  by,  enforce 
and  carry  into  execution,  or  endea¬ 
vour  at  the  riiquc  and  expence  of 
life  and  property,  fo  to  do,  all  and 
whatsoever  our  laid  delegates  or  any 
three  of  them,  in  concurrence  with 
the  refl  of  the  delerates  from  the  fe- 
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veral  colonies  and  provinces  upon  this 
continent,  fhall  rcfolve  and  agree  up¬ 
on,  or,  as  fhall  be  agreed  and  re- 
folved  upon  by  the  faid  Continental 
Congrefs  now  fitting  in  Philadelphia 
aferefaid,  while  our  faid  delegates  or 
any  three  of  them  fhall  be  fo  fitting. 

Signed  in  Provincial  Congrefs 
this  fifteenth  day,  of  July,  1 775,  by 
53  members. 

The  delegates  from  Virginia  ap¬ 
pointed  by  a  convention  of  that  colo¬ 
ny,  at  Richmond,  Auguft  11,  1 775, 
produced  their  credentials,  which 
were  read  and  approved  as  follows, 

Virginia .  In  Convention,  Auguft  11, 

}  /  /  >  . 

The  convention  being  about  to 
proceed  to  the  choice  of  deputies  to 
rep  re  lent  this  colony  in  General 
Congrefs,  Edmund  Pendleton,  Eiq; 
exprefled  his  mod  grateful  acknow¬ 
ledgements  for  the  honor  done  him 
in  two  former  appointments  to  that 
important  trufl,  but,  on  account  of 
the  declining  Hate  of  his  health, 
entreated  to  be  excufed  from  the  pre- 
ient  nomination,  which  excule  being 
accepted. 


Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  the 
thanks  of  this  convention  are  juftly 
due  to  George  Wafhington,  Patrick 
Henry  and  Edmund  Pendleton, 
Efqrs.  three  of  the  worthy  deputies, 
who  reprefented  this  colony  in  the 
late  Continental  Congrefs,  for  their 
faithful  difeharge  of  that  important 
trufl,  and  this  body  are  only  induced 
to  difpenfe  with  their  future  fervices 
of  the  like  nature,  by  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  two  former  to  other  of¬ 
fices  in  the  public  fervice,  incompa¬ 
tible  with  their  attendance  on  this* 
and  the  infirm  date  of  health  of  the 
latter. 

Tee  convention  then  proceeded 
to  the  appointment  of  deputies  to  re» 
prelent  this  colony  in  General  Con¬ 
grefs  for  one  year,  and  the  members 
having  prepared  tickets  with  the 
names  of  the  deputies  to  be  appoint¬ 
ed,  and  put  the  fame  into  the  bal¬ 
lot-box,  Mr  Robert  Carter  Nicholas, 
Mr  Cary,  Mr  Pendleton  and  Mr. 
Adams  were  appointed  to  examine 
the  ballot-box,  and  report  upon  whom 
the  majority  fell,  who  retired,  and 
after  lbine  time  returned  into  con¬ 
vention.  and  reported,  that  they  had 
according  to  order  examined  the  bal¬ 
lot-box,  and  that  the  numbers  ap¬ 
peared  as  follows : 

For  the  Hon.  P.  Randolph,  Efq;  89 
Richard  Henry  Lee  Efq;  88 

Thomas  JefFerfon,  Efq;  85 

Benjamin  Harrifon,  Efq;  83 
Thomas  Nelfon,  Efq;  66 

Richard  Bland,  Efq;  61 

George  Wythe,  Efq;  58 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  Peyton 
Randolph,  Richard'  Henry  Lee, 
Thomas  JefFerfon,  Benjamin  Harri¬ 
fon,  Thomas  Nelfon,  Richard  Bland, 
George  Wythe,  Efqrs.  be  appointed 
deputies  to  repreient  this  colony  in 
General  Congrefs  for  one  year,  and 
that  they  have  power  to  meet  and  to 
adjourn  for  fuch  time  and  to  fuch 
pi  ce  or  places  as  may  be  thought 
moll  proper. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  deputies 
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$Dr  any  four  of  them  be  a  fufncient 
number  toreprefent  this  colony. 

Saturday ,  Aug  ufi  12,  .1775, 
Richard  Bland,  Efq;  returned 
this  convention  his  moft  grateful  ac¬ 
knowledgments  for  the  great  honor, 
they  had  pleafed  a  third  time  to 
confer  on  him,  by  appointing  him 
one  of  the  deputies  to  represent  this 
colony  in  General  Congrefs,  and  laid 
this  frefh  inftance  of  their  approba¬ 
tion  was  fufficient  for  an  old  man,  al- 
moil  deprived  of  fight,  whofe  great- 
eft  ambition  had  ever  been  to  receive 
the  plaudit  of  his  country,  whenever 
he  fhould  retire  from  the  public  ftage 
of  life  :  That  the  honourable  teftimo- 
ny  he  lately  received  of  this  approba¬ 
tion,  joined  with  his  prelent  appoint¬ 
ment,  fhould  ever  animate  him,  as 
far  as  he  was  able,  to  fupport  the 
glorious  caufe  in  which  America  is 
now  engaged,  but  that  his  advanced 
age  rendered  him  incapable  of  taking 
an  adtive  part  in  thofe  weighty  and 
important  concerns,  which  mult  ne- 
ceftarily  be  agitated  in  the  great  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  there¬ 
fore  begging  leave  to  decline  the  ho¬ 
nor  they  had  been  pleafed  to  con¬ 
fer  on  him,  and  deliring  that  feme 
erfon  more  fit  and  able  might  iup- 
ly  his  place. 

Refolved  unammoufly.  That  the 
thanks  of  this  convention  are  juftly 
due  to  the  laid  Richard  Bland,  Efq; 
one  of  the  worthy  deputies,  who  re- 
prefented  this  colony  in  the  late 
Continental  Congrefs,  for  his  faithful 
difeharge  of  that  important  truft,  and 
this  body  are  only  induced  to  difpenfe 
with  his  future  fervices  of  the  like  na¬ 
ture,  on  account  of  his  advanced 
age. 

v  O 

Tuefday ,  Auguji  15,  1775.- 
The  convention  proceeded  to  the 
appointment  of  a  deputy  to  reprefent 
this  colony  in  General  Congrefs,  in 
the  room  of  Richard  Bland,  Efq; 
who  hath  refigned,  and  the  members 
having  prepared  tickets  with  the 
name  of  the  deputy  to  be  appointed* 


a  committee  was  appointed  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  ballot-box  and  report  on 
whom  the  majority  fell,  who  retired 
and  after  fome  time  reported,  that 
the  numbers  ftood  as  follows  : 

Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  Efq;  37 

Carter  Braxton,  Efq;  36 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  Francis 
Lightfoot  Lee,  Efq;  be  appointed  a 
deputy  to  reprefent  this  colony  in 
General  Congrefs. 

Signed,  John  Tazewell, 
Clerk  of  the  Convention. 

The  delegates  from  Maryland  alfo 
produced  the  credentials  of  this  ap¬ 
pointment,  which  were  read  and  ap¬ 
proved  as  follows  : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  delegates  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  feveral  counties  of  the 
province  of  Maryland,  at  the  city  of 
Annapolis,  on  Wednefday  the  26th 
of  July  1775,  and  continued  till  the 
14th  day  of  Auguft  in  the  fame  year. 

Refolved,  That  the  honourable 
Matthew  Tilghman,  Efq;  and  Tho¬ 
mas  John  foil,  jun.  Robert  Goldfbo- 
rough,  William  Paca,  Samuel  Chace, 
Thomas  Stone,  and  John  Hall, 
Efqrs.  or  any  three  or  more  of  them 
be  deputies  to  reprefent  this  province 
in  Continental  Congrefs,  and  that 
they  or  any  three  or  more  of  them 
have  full  and  ample  power  to  con¬ 
tent  and  agree  to  all  meafures,  which 
fuck  Congrefs  fhaildeem  neceffary  and 
efr'eAual  to  obtain  a  redrefs  of  Ameri¬ 
can  grievances  ;  and  further  we  do 
authorife  our  faid  deputies  to  repre¬ 
fent  and  a£l  for  this  province  in  any 
Continental  Congrefs,  which  may  be 
held  before  the  25th  day  of  March 
next. 

Signed,  G.  Davall,  Clerk. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that 
only  172,520  dollars  have  been  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  paymafter  general  for 
the  ule  of  the  army  in  the  Mafiachu- 
fetts-Bay,  and  that  the  general  was 
under  great  difficulty  for  want  of  mo¬ 
ney. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  for 
Pennfylvania  do  immediately  fend, 
B  z  under 
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under  a  proper  guard,  to  the  pay- 
mailer  general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  ar¬ 
my  in  the  Maifachufetts-bay,  the 
fum  of  527,480  dollars,  which  with 
that  fent  will  make  up  the  fum  of 
700,000  dollars  voted  at  the  lad  fef- 
fion . 

Sundry  letters  received  during  the 
recefs  of  Congrefs  were  produced  and 
read,  viz. 

Two  from  General  Wafhington, 
No.  4  and  5,  with  fundry  enclofed 
papers,  four  from  General  Schuyler 
16th  and  2 1  ft  of  July  and  2d  and 
3  1  ft:  of  Auguil,  with  fundry  papers 
•enclofed. 

One  from  Meffrs  L.  Morris  and 
].  Wilfon  of  6th  September. 

One  from  G.  Bedford,  deputy 
mufter  mailer  general,  with  enclofed 
papers. 

Alfo  a  letter  from  the  deputies  cf 
the  feveral  dillridls  in  the  ill  and  of 
Bermuda,  dated  12th  of  Auguil', 
with  an  account  of  the  provifions  im¬ 
ported  and  expended  in  that  ifland  for 
three  years  laid  pail,  taken  from  the 
cuflom-houfe  books,  and  an  eftimate 
of  the  proviftons  neceftary  for  the 
fupport  of  the  inhabitants  for  one 
year. 

A  memorial  from  James  Stewart 
and  Samuel  Jackfon,  ov\  ners  of  the  fhip 
Triendihip,  Thomas  Jann,  mailer, 
was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read, 
fetting  forth  that  the  faiu  fhip,  on  the 
28th  of  Auguil  laft,  failed  lrom  Ma¬ 
ryland  with  a  cargo  of  tobacco,  but 
being  overtaken  by  the  late  ilorm, 
jhc  was  driven  on  ihoals  and  much 
damaged,  and  got  into  Hampton 
road,  w'ith  the  lois  of  all  her  mails, 
and  praying  that  the  memorialiils 
may  be  allowed  to  unload  laid  fhip., 
and  that  after  being  refitted  ihe  may 
take  the  faid  cargo  on  board  and  pro¬ 
ceed  on  her  voyage. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  conft de¬ 
ration  the  above  memorial. 

Rcfolved,  That  the  faid  cargo  be 
unloaded  under  the  infpettion  of  the 
committee  of  Norfolk,  and  that  the 


) 

faid  fhip  being  refitted  be  allowed  t® 
take  laid  cargo  on  board  again  and 
proceed  on  her  voyage,  and  in  cafe 
on  examination,  the  faid  iliip  is  con¬ 
demned  as  unfit  for  fea,  that  the  faid 
cargo  be  put  on  board  fome  other  vef- 
fel,  under  the  infpedliori  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  aforefaid  and  exported. 

Information  being  given  to  Con¬ 
grefs  that  Dr.  Franklin  had  on  board 
the  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  Capt.  N. 
Falconer  from  London,  iunciry  cafes 
containing  his  books,  papers  and 
houihold  furniture,  whuhwerein  his 
ufe  when  he  lived  in  London,  and 
which  were  imported  for  his  own  ufe 
and  not  for  fale  ;  and  it  being  fub- 
rnitted  to  the  con.iideration  of  the 
Congrefs,  whether  fuch  importation 
is  comprehended  within  the  firll  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  affociation, 

Refolved,  That  fuch  importation 
is  not  to  be  comprehended  within  the 
meaning  of  the  faid  firll  article  of  the 
affociation,  and  that  the  faid  books, 
papers  and  furniture,  may  be  landed 
and  delivered  to  the  owner. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of 
the  countv  of  Weftmoreland  in  the 
province  of  Pennfylvama  was  pre¬ 
fented  and  read. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuefday ,  September  14,  1775. 

A  number  of  letters  received  by 
feveral  members,  during  the  recefs 
of  Congrefs,  being  produced  were 
read. 

Firft,  A  letter  from  Jofeph  Haw¬ 
ley,  Eiq;  excufing  his  not  acting  as  a 
com  mini  oner  for  Indian  affairs,  on 
account  of  his  bad  ilate  of  health. 

Second,  A  letter  from  Elifha 
Phelps,  appointed  a  commiftary  for 
the  northern  at  my  bv  governor  I  rum- 
bull ,  in  purfuancc  of  an  order  of 
Congrefs,  together  with  a  copy  of 
his  commifiion  mid  appointment. 

Third,  A  letter  from  J.  Read, 
Efq;  Secretary  to  General  Wafhing- 
ton,  among  other  things  intimating 
the  defire  of  the  general,  that  the 
cloathing  lately  intercepted  by  .  the 

committee 
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committee  of  Philadelphia  fhould  be 
forwarded  to  the  camp  for  the  uie  of 

the  American  army. 

1  Refolved,  That  the  above  cloa- 
thino-  be  immediately  forwarded,  un¬ 
der  a  proper  guard,  by  the  delegates 
of  Pennfvivania  to  General  Wafhing- 
ton  for  the  uie  of  the  American  ai- 

my. 

Fourth,  A  letter  from  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  fafety  in  Newr-York,  with  an 
enclofed  copy  of  a  letter  irom  General 
W  aldington. 

Thefe  being  taken  into  confideration. 

Ordered, °  That  the  delegates  for 
Pennfylvania  prepare  and  lay  before 
the  Congrefs  to-morrow  an  account 
of  the  powder  belonging  to  the 
United  Colonies  received,  and  how  it 
is  diipofed  of,  alfo  an  account  of  all 
the  powder  now  in  this  city. 

Refolved,  That  Edyard  Flem¬ 
ming,  Eiq;  be  appointed  deputy 
adjutant  general  for  the  army  in  the 
New-York  or  Northern  department, 
with  the  rank  of  a  colonel,  and  that 
the  prefident  make  out  a  commiffion 
for  him  accordingly,  and  forward  the 
fame  by  the  full  opportunity. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  for¬ 
ward  to  General  Schuyler  four  hun¬ 
dred  blank  commiffions  lor  the  offi¬ 
cers  in  his  army,  to  be  by  him  filed 
ud  agreeable  to  the  orcicr  ox  Con¬ 
grefs. 

Fifth,  Sundry  letters  from  General 
Schuyler,  which  being  taken  into 
confideration. 

Refolved,  That  Samuel  Stringer, 
Efq;  be  appointed  diredlor  of  the 
holpital  and  chief  phyfician  and  fur- 
geon  for  the  army  in  the  Northern  de¬ 
partment. 

That  the  pay  of  the  faid  Samuel 
Stringer,  as  dire&or,  phyfician  and 
iurgeon,  be  four  dollars  per  day. 

That  he  be  authorized  and  have 
power  to  appoint  a  number  of  fur- 
o-eons  mates  under  him  not  exceed- 
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ing  four. 

That  the  pay  of  faid  mates  be  two 
thirds  of  a  dollar  per  day. 
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That  the  number  be  not  kept  iij 
conflant  pay,  unlefs  the  fick  and 
wounded  be  fo  numerous  as  to  re¬ 
quire  the  conflant  attendance  of  four, 
and  to  be  diminifhed  as  circum- 
llances  will  admit,  for  which  reafon 
the  pay  is  fixed  by  the  day,  that  they 
may  only  receive  pay  for  aiAual  ier- 
vice. 

That  the  deputy  commiffary  ge¬ 
neral  be  directed  to  pay  Dr.  String-er 
for  the  medicines  he  has  purchaied 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  and  that  he 
purchafe  and  forward  fuch  other  me¬ 
dicines  as  General  Schuyler  ffiail,  by 
his  warrant,  direct,  for  the  uie  of 
faid  army. 

That  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr. 
Jay,  Mr.  J.  Adams  and  Mr.  Lewis, 
be  a  committee  to  devife  ways  and 
means  for  fupplying  the  continental 
army  with  medicines. 

The  delegates  for  Pennfylvania  ap¬ 
pointed,  at  the  1  aft  feffion,  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  fettle  and  pay  the  expences 
incurred  for  raffing  and  arming  the 
rifle  companies,  as  well  as  thofe  in¬ 
curred  in  confequence  of  a  refolve  for 
raifmg  a  company  of  Huflars  and  for 
expreffes,  See.  informed  the  Congreis 
that  on  account  of  fundry  difficulties 
they  had  not  executed  that  fervice, 
and  deiired  that  fome  members  from 
other  colonies,  where  debts  have  been 
contradled,  may  be  added,  where¬ 
upon, 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr. 
Nelfon,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  Jay,  and 
Mr.  Deane,  be  added  to  the  dele- 
legates  for  Pennfylvania,  and  that 
any  five  of  them  be  a  quotum  to  fet¬ 
tle  and  pay  the  above  accounts  and 
make  report  of  their  proceedings  to 
Congreis. 

The  delegates  from  the  colony  of 
Georgia  informed  the  Congrefs,  that 
agreeable  to  an  order  from  their  con- 
iiituents,  they  had  fundry  papers 
from  that  colony  to  lay  before  the 
Congrefs. 

The  papers  being  produced  were  read- 
The  cornmiffioners  for  Indian  af¬ 
fairs 
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fairs  in  the  Northern  department  hav¬ 
ing  tranfmitted  to  the  Congrefs  the 
minutes  of  a  treaty  held  with  the  Six 
Nations  at  Albany  in  Auguit,  the 
fame  were  read. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumcd  the 
confiaeration  of  the  letter  received 
from  Mcflrs.  L.  Morris  and  J.  Wil¬ 
ton  of  the  6th  inflan  t. 

Refohcd,  That  Col.  Lewis  Mor- 


) 


fixth  day  of  Augufl,  at  the  ele&icm 
of  the  proprietors,  either  to  be  fent 
back  or  fold  at  public  au&ion  ;  that 
out  of  the  monies  arifing  from  fuch 
fa'es  the  proprietors  or  fhippers  be 
paid  the  prime  colt  of  faid  cargoes,  and 
all  charges  attending  the  fame,  and 
tuat  the  overplus  be  retained  by  the 
laid  com/ention,  and  by  them  applied 
toward  putting  their  province  into  a 


ns,  who  is  now  at  Pittiburgh  be,  and  pofture  of  defence, 
he  is  hereby  empowered  to  aft  as  a  Adjourned  till  9  o’clock  to  morrow. 


commilfioner  for  Indian  affairs  in  the 
middle  department  at  the  treaty  pro- 
pofed  to  be  held  there  on  the  2?d 
infant,  L)r.  Franklin  the  Handing 
comnnffioner,  not  being  able  to 
attend. 

I 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  write 
to  Meffrs.  Morris  and  Wilton,  and 
inform  them  of  the  foregoing  relo- 

lution. 

« 

Adjourned  till  io  o’clock  to  morrow. 

Fri  day  September  iy,  f775- 
Refolved,  That  Doctor  Thomas 
Walker  be  appointed  a  commiflioner 
for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  de¬ 
partment,  in  the  room  of  P.  Henry 
Efq;  who  has  declined  that  fervice. 

The  delegates  from  Georgia  in¬ 
formed  the  Congrefs,  that  when  the 
convention  of  that  colony  agreed  to 
enter  into  the  continental  affociation, 
they  refolved,  among  other  things, 
“  that  if  any  veffcl  arrived  from 
Grcat-J3ri:ain,  between  the  fixth  day 
of  July  and  the  lixth  day  of  Augufl, 
the  goods  imported  Hiould,  at  the  op¬ 
tion  of  the  importer,  either  berefhip- 
ped  or  put  into  (lore,  and  there  remain 
until  the  Congrefs  determined  what 
(hould  be  done  with  them  That 
during  that  time  two  vcffels  had  ar¬ 
rived  with  goods,  which  were  Aorcd  ; 
they  therefore  deilred  the  detei ruina¬ 
tion  of  the  Congrefs  on  that  matter. 

After  tome  debate  thdreon, 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  convention  of  Georgia  to 
caufe  the  cargoes,  which  have  arrived 
there  from  Great-Britairi  or  Ireland 
between  the  fixth  day  of  July  and  the 


Saturday  September  16,  1775. 

The  delegates  from  Nevv-Hamp- 
fhire  attended  in  Congrefs  and  pro¬ 
duced  their  credentials,  which  were 
read  and  approved,  and  are  as  follows. 
Colony  of  New  Hampjhirey  in  Ccngrefs 
at  Exeter ,  NuguJ}  23,  1775. 

Voted,  That  Col.  Jofiah  Bartlett 
jbe  appointed  in  the  room  of  John 
Sullivan,  Efq;  now  engaged  in  the 
army,  in  conjunction  with  Capt. 
John  Langdon  to  reprefent  this  colony 
in  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  Colo¬ 
nies  at  Philadelphia,  and  that  either 
or  them,  in  the  abfence  of  the  other, 
have  full  power  to  reprefent  this  co¬ 
lony  at  laid  Congrefs. 

Signed,  Matthew  Thornton, 

Prefident. 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Journal. 

Attefl.  E.  Thompfon,  Secetary. 

1  he  Congrefs  relumed  the  consi¬ 
deration  of  the  letters  from  General 
Wafhington,  No.  4.  and  6.  and 
one  iince  received,  but  not  numbered, 
and  after  debate. 

Relolved,  That  the  further  conli- 
dcration  of  them  be  deferred  till  Mon¬ 
day  next. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will 
on  Wedncfday  next  take  into  consider¬ 
ation  the  Hate  of  the  trade  of  Ame¬ 
rica. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  next  9  o’clock, 

Monday ,  September  18,  1775. 

The  committee  appointed  to  fettle 
the  accounts  of  the  rifle-men,  &c. 
laid  before  the  Congrefs  the  account 
of  Mr.  Weft  and  Mr.  Donnaldfon, 
amounting  to  dollars,  money 

by 
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by  tliem  advanced  for  the  purchafe  of 
rifles  and  fliirts,  &c.  for  the  privates 
of  feveral  companies,  which  is 
charged  to  the  reipedive  companies, 
and  for  blankets  and  ammunition  fup- 
plied  themk  which  is  charged  to  the 
continent,  which  account  the  com¬ 
mittee  have  examined  and  find  juft. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  pay 
the  above  account. 

An  exprefs  arriving  with  letters 
from  General  Schuyler,  dated  I  lie  au 
Noix,  Sept.  Sth,  and  the  fame  being 
read. 

Refolved,  That  the  confideration 
of  the  letters  from  General  Wafh- 
ington  be  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

Refolved,  That  the  Congrefs  will 
to-morrow  take  into  confideration 
the  letters  from  General  Schuyler. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock. 

Tuefday ,  September  19,  1775* 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confeder¬ 
ation  the  letters  from  General  Schuy¬ 
ler, 

Ordered*  That  the  fecretary  pub- 
lifh  an  authentic  account  of  the  in¬ 
telligence  received. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Deane,  Mr. 
Chafe,  Mr.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Jay* 
be  a  committee  to  prepare  the  draught 
of  a  letter  to  General  Schuyler. 

A  motion  being  made  in  behalf  of 
one  Col.  John  Fenton,  who  had  been 
taken  into  cuftody  by  the  convention 
of  New-Hampfhire,  for  being  con¬ 
cerned  in  meafures  dangerous  to  the 
rights  of  Americans,  and  who  by 
order  of  the  general  now  remains, 
on  his  his  parole,  a  prifoner  at  Hart¬ 
ford  ;  that  he  may  be  permitted  to 
p-o  to  Great-Britain  or  Ireland, 

o  _  . 

Refolved,  That  General  Wafmrig- 
ton  be  inftructed  to  difcharge  the  Did 
Colonel  John  Fenton  from  cuftody, 
on  his  giving  his  parole  of  honor  to 
proceed  to  New- York,  and  from 
thence  to  Great-Britain  or  Ireland, 
and  not  to  take  up  arms  againft  the 


Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock, 

Wednefday ,  September  20,  1 775. 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  write 
to  the  provincial  convention  of  New- 
York,  or  the  committee  of  fafety  ; 
directing  them  immediately  to  equip 
and  fend  forward  the  whole  of  the 
troops  ordered  to  be  railed  to  join 
General  Schuyler  with  all  pofllble  ex¬ 
pedition. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  letter  to  General  Schuyler, 
brought  in  the  fame,  which  being  de¬ 
bated,  corrected  and  approved. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  ligned  by  the 
prefident  and  forwarded  immediately. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  General 
Schuyler’s  letter,  and  of  the  enclofed 
papers,  and  of  the  letters  fent  to 
General  Schuyler  be  immediately  for¬ 
warded  to  General  Wafliington. 

The  Cormrefs  refumed  the  con- 

O 

fideration  of  the  letters  from  General 

Wafhington. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Gridley  have 
a  commiftion  as  colonel  of  the  ar¬ 
tillery. 

That  the  appointment  of  a  briga¬ 
dier  general  be  deferred  till  to-mor¬ 
row. 

The  fubjedl  of  trade  to  this  day 
referred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourne'd  to  9  o’clock  to-morrow. 
d'hiirfday  Septe?xber  21,  1775. 

The  committee  of  accounts  laid  be® 
fore  the  Congrefs  fundry  accounts, 
viz. 

An  account  of  Timothy  Matlock, 
employed  as  a  clerk,  amounting  to 
162  dollars. 

An  account  of  James  Milligan  for 
fundry  fail  cloth,  Ruftia  fheeting, 
oznabrigs,  &c.  bought  at  the  defire 
of  Mr.  Wiifon  by  order  of  the  Con¬ 
grefs,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental 
army,  amounting  to  4842^  dollars. 

An  account  from  the  committee  of 
Berks  advanced  for  fundry  rifle  com¬ 
panies,  amounting  to  5521-f-  dollars 
including  a  confiderabie  turn  advan¬ 


gcod  people- of  this  continen 

Refolved,  That  the  Congrefs  will 
to-morrow  take  into  confideration  the 
letters  from  General  Wafliington, 


ced  to  ColonerThompfon. 

Ordered,  That  the  two  flrft  be 

paid 


c 

paid  immediately,  and  that  the  laft 
be  referred  back  to  the  committee 
for  examination,  and  if  found  juft 
that  they  pay  it. 

Refolved  That  the  appointment 
of  a  Brigadier  General  be  deferred. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the 
conlideration  of  the  General’s  letters, 
and  thereupon  came  to  the  following 
refolutions. 

Refolved,  That  General  Waffiing- 
ton  be  ordered  to  ifiue  com  millions  to 
Majors  Box,  Scammel  and  Brewer 
as  Brigade  Majors. 

That  the  pay  of  the  judge  advocate 
in  the  army  in  the  Maifachufttt’s  Bay, 
for  himfelf  and  his  clerk  be  fifty  dol¬ 
lars  per  month  from  the  time  of  his 
appointment. 

That  a  committee  of  five  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  take  into  confederation  the 
memorial  of  the  com  miliary  general, 
and  report  their  opinion  on  the  belt 
means  of  fupplying  the  army  with 
provifions. 

The  ballots  being  brought  in  and 
examined,  the  following  perfons  were 
elected,  viz.  Mr.  Willing,  Mr. 
Deane,  Mr.  P.  Livingfton,  Mr. 
Culhing,  and  Mr.  Ward. 

Refolved,  That  General  Schuyler 
be  impowered  to  nominate  and  ap- 
point  a  proper  perfon  to  the  office  of 
brigade  major  in  the  army  under  his 
command,  and  to  iffue  a  com  million 
accordingly. 

Refolved,  That  the  Congrefs  will 
to-morrow  take  into  coifideration 
the  ftate  of  the  trade  of  North- 
America. 

Adjourned  to  9  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday ,  September  22,  1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 

That  the  account  of  Andrew  M‘ 
Nair,  door  keeper,  for  his  lervice, 
amounting  to  5 7  f  0  dollars-  is  reafo li¬ 
able  and  ought  to  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  lame  be  paid. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  the 
Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

Two,  from  the  committee  of  fafe- 
ty  in  New-York  with  fundry  papers 
cnclofcd. 
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One,  from  Mf\  Morris  and  Mr 

Wilfon,  dated  Pittfburgh,  September 
14,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed. 

i  he  committee  of  fafety  for  Penn- 
fylvania  having  informed  the  Con¬ 
grefs  that  they  have  taken  into  cuf- 
tody  Major  Rogers,  an  officer  in  the 
King’s  lervice. 

Refolved,  That  in  cafe  the  com¬ 
mittee  find  nothing  againft  Major 
Rogers,  except  that  of  his  being  a 
half-pay  officer,  he  be  difeharged  on 
giving  his  parole  not  to  take  up  arms 
againft  the  inhabitants  of  America 
in  the  prefent  controversy  between 
Great-Britain  and  America. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  take  into  confederation 
the  ftate  of  the  trade  of  America  and 
report  their  opinion* 

That  the  committee  confiftof  feven. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  ex¬ 
amined,  the  following  perfons  were 
chofen,  viz.  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  J. 
Rutledge,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Randolph, 
Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr. 
Willing. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  the  account  of  William  Shad, 
amounting  to  forty  eight  dollars  for 
his  fervices  as  mefienger  laft  feffion  is 
reafonable  and  ought  to  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  account 
be  paid. 

Adjourned  ti  1  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock. 

S aturday ,  S epttm her  23,  1775. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  purchafe  a  quantity  of 
woollen  goods  for  the  ufe  of  the  ar¬ 
my,  to  tiie  amount  of  five  thou  land 
pounds  fterlmg. 

Th  t  the  faid  goods  when  bought 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  quarter 
mailer  general  of  the  continental  ar¬ 
mies,  and  that  the  fame  be  by  them 
fold  out  to  the  private  foldiers  of  laid 
arm  es  at  prime  toft  and  charges,  in¬ 
cluding  a.commiifion  of  five  per  cent, 
to  the  faid  quarter  mafters  general  for 
their  trouble. 

That  the  committee  confift  of  five. 

The 


( 
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The  ballot  being  taken  and  exa¬ 
mined,  the  following  members  were 
chofen,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Alfop,  Mr. 
Willing,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr. 
Langdon. 

The  committee  of  claims  pro¬ 
duced  two  receipts  for  money  received 
of  James  Whitehead. 

One  figned  by  Richard  Brown,  a 
captain  of  one  of  the  rifle  companies 
from  Maryland  for  fifty  pounds  Penn- 
fylvania  currency,  1 3  3  4  dollars. 

The  other  figned  by  Michael  Cref- 
fop  a  captain  of  the  other  rifle  compa¬ 
ny  from  Maryland,  for  one  hundred 
pounds  Pennfyl vania  currency,  z66| 
dollars,  received  for  the  ufe  of  their 
refpedtive  companies  marching  to 
Cambridge  in  the  continental  fer- 
vice. 

Ordered,  that  the  above  accounts 
be  paid  to  James  Whitehead  and 
charged  to  the  refpedtive  companies. 

Ordered  that  the  committee  appoint¬ 
ed  to  devife  ways  and  means  of  fup- 
plying  the  army  with  medicines,  do 
buy  a  parcel  of  drugs  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Rapalje,  which  he  offers  at 
the  prime  coll. 

Adjourned  top  o’clock  on  Monday 
next. 

Monday,  September  25,  1775  = 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration 
the  letters  from  General  Wafhiiigton, 
No.  5  and  6,  and  two  others  not 
numbered. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  prepare  an 
anfwer. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  exa¬ 
mined,  the  following  members  were 
chofen,  viz.  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Lee, 
and  Mr.  Adams. 

The  committee  of  claims  having 
reprefented  to  the  Congrefs  that,  in 
confequence  of  the  order  of  Congrefs, 
dated  the  firfl  of  Augufl  lad,  they 
have  drawn  out  of  the  treafury  the  fum 
of  ten  thoufand  dollars,  and  that  over 
and  above  they  have  drawn  on  the 
treafurers  for  the  further  fum  of  one 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-fix 
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dollars  and  one  quarter  of  a  dollar,  to 
difeharge  fundry  accounts,  which  the 
Congrefs  ordered  them  to  pay,  they 
therefore  move  that  the  Congrefs  will 
iff  be  an  order  for  the  fame  to  indem¬ 
nify  the  treafurers. 

The  Congrefs  taking  this  matter 
into  confideration. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee’s 
draughts  for  the  above  lum  be  deem¬ 
ed  valid  and  allowed  good  in  the 
treafurer’s  accounts. 

As  accounts  are  brought  in,  differ¬ 
ent  from  thofe  committed  to  the  fore¬ 
going  committee  to  liquidate,  and  as 
it  is  proper  that  the  accounts  of  the 
continent  be  put  into  a  proper  train 
of  liquidation  and  fettlement,  in  or¬ 
der  for  payment. 

Refolved,  that  a  commitee  of  ac¬ 
counts  or  claims  be  now  appointed* 
to  confift  of  one  member  from  each  of 
the  United  Colonies,  to  whom  all  ac¬ 
counts  againft  the  continent  are  to  be 
referred,  who  are  to  examine  and  re¬ 
port  upon  the  fame,  in  order  for 
payment,  feven  of  them  to  be  a 
quorum. 

That  the  committee  confift  of  the 
following  members,  viz.  Mr.  Lang¬ 
don,  Mr.  Cufhing,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr. 
Deane,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr, 
Willing,  Mr.  Rodney,  Mr.  Johnfon, 
Mr.  Nelfon,  Mr.  Gadfden,  and 
Dodior  Zubly. 

That  the  former  committee  deliver 
to  the  committee  now  appointed  all 
the  books,  accounts,  and  papers  in 
their  hands. 

The  delegates  from  Pennfyl  vania 
produced  an  account  of  the  powder 
imported,  and  how  it  has  been  dii- 
poled  of. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  conft- 
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deration  of  the  letter  from  Mefirs. 
Morris  and  Wilfon,  of  14th  Septem¬ 
ber,  with  the  enclofed  papers,  and 
after  fome  debate,  the  lame  was  re¬ 
ferred  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  9  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuefday ,  September  26,  1 775. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  called 
C  for. 
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for,  but  as  the  delegates  for  Virginia 
and  Pennlylvania  were  not  prefent, 
the  consideration  of  the  letters  and 
papers  rrom  MefTrs.  Morris  and  Wil¬ 
ton  was  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  an  an  Aver  to  General  Wafti- 
ington’s  letters  reported  the  fame, 
which  was  read,  debated  and  agreed 
to. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  being 
tranfcribed  be  ligned  by  the  prefidcnt 
and  forwarded  immediately. 

The  committee  appointed  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  journal  of  the  Oongrels  du¬ 
ring  the  laft  felfions  in  order  for  the 
prefs,  reported  a  copy,  which  was  in 
part  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  be 
read  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  9  o’clock  to-morrow. 

If dnej day ,  S epte?nber  27,  1 7  7  5 . 
The  committee  of  claims  applied 
to  tne  Congre fs  for  advice  how  to 
charge  fundry  accounts,  and  the  fame 
being  taken  into  confideration. 

Refolved,  That  the  expence  of  ket¬ 
tles,  canteens  ar.d  fpoons,  fupplied 
to  the  foldiers  be  charged  to  the  con¬ 
tinent. 

Refolved,  1  hat  the  fum  of  one 
hundred  and  flxty  thouland  dollars  be 
paid  to  Connecticut,  for  fupplies  if- 
iued  by  that  Colony  for  the  fervice 
of  the  United  Colonies,  to  be  account¬ 
ed  for  by  them. 

T  he  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  in  their  opinion  the  following 
accounts  were  reafonable  and  ought 
to  be  paid. 

A  ballance  due  to  Robert  Erwin, 
waggon-mafter,  amounting  to  887  t-~ 
of  a  dollar.  5 

An  account  of  George  Frank  for 
riding  exprefs,  amounting  to  38  dol¬ 
lars. 

An  account  of  the  committee  of 
Northampton  county,  for  money  ad¬ 
vanced  for  fundry  rifle  companies, 
amounting  to  3 1 8 2  J- g  of  a  dollar. 

Ordered  that  the  above  accounts  be 
paid. 


The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confider- 
ation  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  examine  the  journals 
of  the  laft  felfions,  and  the  fame  be¬ 
ing  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  journal  as  now 
correCied  be  published  by  the  fecreta- 
ry,  and  tnat  he  fuperintend  and  cor¬ 
rect  the  prefs. 

A  memorial  of  Samuel  and  Robert 
Purviance  was  prefented  and  read, 
letting  forth,  that  they*  had  chartered 
a  veflel  to  carry  a  lead  of  wheat, 
that  the  find  veflel  in  going  from  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  to  Chefter-Town,  Mary¬ 
land,  was  loft  in  the  late  ftorm,  by 
which  they  were  prevented  from  ex¬ 
porting,  before  the  10th  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  the  cargo,  which  they  had  actu¬ 
ally  purchaled,  and  therefore  praying 
for  liberty  to  export  the  cargo  to  a  fo¬ 
reign  port. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Certain  refolutions  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  refpecting  an  application 
made  to  them  by  a  captain,  for  leave 
to  take  a  cargo  of  flour  to  Glocefter, 
in  Maflachufett’s-B ay,  were  laid  be- 
fore  the  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Adjourned  to  9  o’clock  on  Friday. 

Friday ,  /S ept ember  29,  1 775. 

A  letter  from  General  Wafhington, 
dated  the  21ft  of  September,  with 
fundry  enclofed  papers,  being  re¬ 
ceived  by  exprefs,  was  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read. 

'The  committee  of  claims  reported 
as  their  opinion  that  the  following  ac¬ 
counts  ought  to  be  paid. 

A  ballance  due  to  John  Powell, 
for  riding  exprefs,  amounting  to 
45  \  dollars. 

An  account  of  Matthias  Slough, 
for  money  advanced  to  the  rifle  com¬ 
panies  amounting  to  7  io|-J  dollars. 

An  account  of  James  Alexander  for 
riding  exprefs,  a  ballance  due  to  him, 
amounting  to  172-JJ  dollars. 

Ordered  that  the  above  accounts 
be  paid* 


Refolyedj 
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Rcfolved,  That  when  any  accounts 
are  ordered  to  be  paid,  the  orders  be 
drawn  on  the  treafurers  and  figned 
by  the  prelident. 

Refolded,  that  a  committee  of  three 
members  be  appointed  to  repair  im¬ 
mediately  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge, 
to  confer  with  General  Walhington, 
and  with  the  Governor  of  Connecti¬ 
cut,  lieutenant  governor  of  Rhode- 
Ifland,  the  council  of  Maffachufett’s, 
and  the  prefident  of  the  convention 
of  New  Hampftiire,  and  fuch  other 
oerfons  as  tQ  the  faid  committee 
ihall  feem  proper,  touching  the  mod 
effectual  method  of  continuing,  fup- 
porting  and  regulating  a  continental 
afmy. 

Refolved,  That  the  appointment 
of  faid  committee  be  deferred  till  to¬ 
morrow. 

Adjourned  to  9  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  September  30,  1 775. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the 
ele£|i<qn  of  a  committee,  and  the  bal¬ 
lots  being  examined,  Mr.  Lynch, 
and  Dr.  Franklin,  were  found  to  be 
duly  elected  by  a  majority  of  votes, 
and  two  other  members  having  an 
equal  number, 

Refolved,  That  the  Congrefs  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  ele&ion  of  another  mem¬ 
ber  for  the  committee,  and  that  this 
rule  be  obferved  in  all  fimilar  cafes. 

Accordingly  the  ballots  being 
taken,  the  committee  of  examination 
reported,  that  Mr.  Harrifon  is  duly 
elected. 

Refolved^  That  a  committee  of 
five  members  be  appointed  to  draw  uo 
inftruCUons  for  the  aboye  committee. 

The  ballots  being  taken  the  fol¬ 
lowing  members  were  chofen,  Mr. 
J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  John fon, 
Mr.  R.  Livingfton,  and  Mr.  S. 
Adams. 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  in¬ 
form  General  Walhington  by  exprefs, 
of  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  ap¬ 
pointing  a  committee  to  wait  oA  him, 
in  order  to  confult  with  him,  touch¬ 
ing  the  molt  effectual  method  of 
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continuing,  fupporting  and  regula¬ 
ting  a  continental  army. 

That  a  letter  to  the  fame  import 
be  written  to  the  Governor  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  that  the  prefident  there¬ 
in  requell  him,  in  cafe  he  cannot  him- 
felf  attend,  that  he  will  appoint  a 
perfon  to  renrefent  that  colony,  and 
confer  with  the  committee  of  the 
Congrefs  on  the  fubjeCts  intruded  to 
them. 

That  like  letters  be  written  to  the 
council  of  MafTachufett’s-Eay,  and  to 
the  lieutenant  governor  of  Rhode-If- 
land,  and  to  the  prefident  of  the  con^ 
vention  of  Nevv-Hamplhiref 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  in  their  opinion  the  following 
accounts  ought  to  be  paid. 

A  certificate  prefented  by  William 
Hall,  figned  by  captain  Daniel  Mor¬ 
gan,  for  necefiaries  furnifhed  by 
George  Kyfer  to  his  company  ;  ano¬ 
ther  certificate  prefented  by  faid  W0 
Hall,  and  figned  by  faid  D.  Morgan, 
for  neceflaries  furniflied  his  company 
by  Melheck  Sexton,  botfi  the  above 
fums  amounting  in  the  whole  to  fe- 
venty-one  dollars  and  two  thirds  of  a 
dollar,  to  be  charged  to  faid  Mor¬ 
gan’s  company. 

An  account  of  necelfaries  furnifhed 
by  John  Jordan  of  Lan caller,  for 
captain  Rofs  and  captain  Smith’s 
companies  of  rifle  men,  amounting 
to  43 z\  dollars  to  be  charged  to  the 
continent. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts 
be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  con- 
fider  the  trade  of  America  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read  and  re¬ 
ferred  to  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Mon¬ 
day  next. 

Monday ,  Odiober  2,  1775* 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confidera- 
tion  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
trade,  and  after  fome  debate, 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will 
to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  wholfy  to  take  into 
C  2  con- 
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iideration  tne  Hate  of  the  trade  of  the 

I  hirteen  United  Colonies. 

I  hat  the  above  report  be  referred 
to  that  committee. 

J  he  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  inftrudtions  reported  a  draught, 
which  being  read  and  debated  by  pa¬ 
ragraphs  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  \  fair  copy  be  made 
out  and  del  v  »\  to  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  wait  on  the  general. 

Relolved,  That  where  the  word 
month  is  ufed,  the  Congrefs  means 
calendar  month,  by  which  Tie  pay 
of  the  men  in  the  fervice  of  the  conti¬ 
nent  is  to  be  regulated. 

Relolved,  That  the  pay  of  the 
fecond  lieutenants  in  the  marching 
regiments  be  the  fame  as  that  of  the 
jfirlt  lieutenants. 

Adjourned  to  9  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuefday ,  Odober  3,  1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  in  their  opinion  the  following  ac¬ 
counts  ought  to  be  paid. 

The  account  of  Frederic  Bicking 
for  56  re ams  of  paper  for  the  conti¬ 
nental  currency,  amounting  to  388-f 
dollars. 

The  account  of  Samuel  Boughman, 
for  the  entertainment  of  Captain 
Rofs’s  company,  amounting  to  14 do 
dollars. 

Two  accounts  from  the  committee 
of  T  renton  for  waggonage  ar.d  iun- 
dry  exprefles,  amounting  together  to 
the  fum  of  103-f  dollars. 

Two  accounts  delivered  in  by  Caf- 
per  Weitzal,  for  expences  for  diet 
and  provifions  for  captain  Lowden’s 
company  of  rifle-men,  amounting  to¬ 
gether  to  the  fum  of  44}  dollars. 

Two  accounts  delivered  in  by 
Miles  and  Wider,  for  neccfiaries  fur- 
nifhed  by  John  Harris,  jun.  and 
Elias  Younkman,  to  captain  Low- 
den’s  company  of  rifle-men,  amount¬ 
ing  to  96  dollars,  to  be  charged  to 

the  fa  Id  company. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts 

be  paid. 

The  committee  of  claims  further 
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reported  an  account  of  Frederick 
Blankcnberg  and  Leonard  Stein,  re¬ 
tained  as  huflars,  on  which  they  de- 
fired  to  know  the  determination  of 

Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  named 
Frederick  Blankenburg  and  Leonard 
Stein  be  allowed  to  retain  the  cloaths 
made  for  them,  and  that  over  and 
above  they  be  paid  16  dollars  each, 
for  the  time  they  were  retained  in 
fervice. 

Refolved,  That  the  commiflary 
general  contract  for  fuch  quantities  of 
beef  and  pork  as  may  be  thought  pro  ¬ 
per  by  the  general,  and  have  the 
lame  ial ted  up  in  convenient  houfes 
near  the  camp,  according  to  his 
fcherne  recommended  by  the  general 
to  the  confideration  of  the  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  three 
hundred  thoufand  dollars  be  immedi¬ 
ately  lent  to  the  paymafter  general 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  the  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee 
who  are  appointed  to  repair  to  the 
camp  be  requefled  to  take  the  charge 
of  the  above  fum,  or  as  much  of  it 
as  they  conveniently  can. 

Refolved,  That  the  expence  of 
the  committee  be  paid  out  of  the 
continental  treafury. 

One  of  the  delegates  for  Rhode- 
IHand  laid  before  the  Congrefs  a 
part  of  the  in  ft  ructions  given  them  by 
their  two  houfes  of  leg’ flat  are,  Au- 
guft  26,  1775. 

Refolved,  That  the  Congrefs  will 
on  Friday  next  take  the  above  into 
confideration, 

Refolved,  that  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  repair  to  the  camp  do  con¬ 
fer  with  Mr.  Rittenhoufe,  and  en¬ 
quire  of  him  whether  he  apprehends 
he  can  be  of  fervice  to  the  continent 
as  an  engineer,  and  if  he  can,  to 
engage  him  and  defire  he  would  with 
all  convenient  fpced  repair  to  the 
camp. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrels  will 
to- morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com¬ 
mittee 
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puttee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  con¬ 
sideration  the  hate  of  the  trade  of  the 
colonies. 

!  ‘*t 

Adjourned  to  9  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednejday ,  October  4,  1 775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  in  their  opinion,  the  following 
account  ought  to  be  paid. 

An  account  of  the  committee  of 
Bedford  county,  for  neceiTaries  fur 
nifhed  to  thq  company  of  rifle-men 
raifed  therein,  amounting  to  7554 
dollars,  of  which  fum  128-  dollars 
ought  to  be  charged  to  the  continent, 
and  the  remaining  fum  of  6264  dollars 
Ought- to  be  charged  to  Captain  Ro¬ 
bert  Clugage’s  company,  as  fo  much 
of  their  pay  advanced  to  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be 
paid, 

•  Two  members  who  undertook  to 
receive  and  count  the  money,  for 
Which  an  order  pa/Fed  yeherday  to  be 
fen t  to  the  pay- mafter  general,  report¬ 
ed  that  they  found,  only  189,467  dol¬ 
lars  ready  in  the  treafury,  which  they 
received  and  have  packed  up  ready  to 
be  fent  forward,  for  which  they  gave 
their  own  receipts,  and  now  return 
the  order  drawn  by  the  preiident. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
confideration  the  fate  of  the  trade 
of  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies,  and 
after  fome  time  fpent  therein,  the 
prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  had  taken  into  confideration  the 
matter  referred  to  them,  but  not  hav¬ 
ing  come  to  any  refolution  defied 
leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will 
to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  to  take  into  fur¬ 
ther  confideration  the  fate  of  the  trade 
of  the  f  hirteen  United  Colonies. 
Adjourned  to  9  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Fhurfday ,  Ofiober  5,  1 775. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  "a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 


farther  confideration  the  fate  of  the 
trade  of  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies, 
and  after  fonietime  fpent  therein,  the 
preiident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Ward  reported,  that  not  having  come 
to  any  refolution,  they  deiired  leave 
to  fit  again.  ' 

o  # 

Refolved  that  this  Congrefs  will 
to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole,'  to  take  into  their 
farther  confideration  the  fate  of  the 
trade  of  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies. 

Sundry  letters  from  London,  were 
laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  in  their  opinion  the  following  ac¬ 
counts  ought  to  be  paid  : 

An  account  of  Mrs.  Stille,  of 
Trenton,  for  the  expences  of  Captain 
Rofs  and  others,  to  be  charged  to 
the  faid  Rofs,  until  he  makes  it  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  juft  and  reafonable  that  the 
fame  be  charged  to  the  continent, 
amounting  to  324J  dollars. 

An  account  of  Charles  Axford  for 
provifions  for  Captain  Rofs’s  compa¬ 
ny,  amounting  to  8/0  dollars. 

An  account  rendered  by  Charity 
Britton,  for  provifions  for  the  fame 
company,  amounting  to  9/0  dollars. 

An  account  rendered  by  Jofeph 
Clunn,  for  provifions  for  the  fame 
company,  amounting  to  7  /0-  dollars. 

An  account  of  William  and.  Tho¬ 
mas  Bradford,  for  printing,  amount¬ 
ing  to  178/0  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts 
be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  Timothy  Matlack, 
of  this  city,  be  employed  as  a  ftore° 
keeper,  and  that  the  implements  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  huifars,  and  the  tents 
and  linen,  Sec.  purchafed  for  the  ar¬ 
my,  be  put  under  his  care. 

Adjourned  to  9  o’clock  to-morrow. 

F riday ,  OSicber  6 ,  1 7  7  5 . 

Two  letters  from  General  Schuyler, 
dated  Ticonderoga,  25th  and  28th 
September,,  with  fundry  papers  in- 
clofed,  ,vere  read. 

Refolved,  That  orders  iifue  to  the 
continental  treafurers,  to  collect  for 

con  tin  ental 
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continental  bills  a  quantity  of  filver 
and  gold,  not  exceeding  53,200  dol¬ 
lars  in  value,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army 
in  Canada. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confi- 
deration  the  letter  from  Nevv-York, 
refpe&ing  the  fortifications  ordered 
to  be  ereCted  on  Hudfon’s  river. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed,  to  report  to-mor¬ 
row  morning:  an  anfwer  to  the  conven- 
tion  of  New- York. 

The  following  members  were  chofen 
by  ballot,  viz.  Mr.  Morton,  Mr. 
Dean,  and  Mr.  R.  Livingfton. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  plan,  &c.  brought  in  a  farther 
report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table,  for 
the  perufal  of  the  members. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  renewed, 
and  the  confidcration  of  the  inflec¬ 
tions  given  to  the  delegates  of  Rhode- 
Xdand  referred  to  this  day,  was  put  of 
to  Monday,  16th  infant. 

Adjourned  to  9  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  OSiober  7,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  draw 
on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  Fran¬ 
cis.  Lewis,  John  Alfop,  Thomas 
Willing,  Silas  Deane,  and  John 
Langdon,  Efqrs.  for  the  furn  of  five 
tfroufand  pounds  fterling,  to  pay  for 
the  goods  they  were  ordered  to  pur- 
chafe  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental 
army. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take 
into  confidcration  the  letter  from  the 
convention  of  New- York,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  being  read  and 
debated  was  agreed  to  as  follows. 

That  the  provincial  convention  of 
Nevv-York  be  direCled  immediately 
to  render  Hudfon’s  river  defenfible, 
that  in  doing  this  they  be  particularly 
attentive  to  form  fuch  works  as  may 
befinifhed  before  the  winter  fets  in-- 
as  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  any 
tone  work  can  be  properly  made  ac 
this  advanced  Rafon,  it  is  fubmitted 
to  the  judgement  of  the  faid  conven¬ 
tion  whether  it  could  not  be  more 


cheaply  and  expeditioufly  done  by 
works  of  wood  or  fafeines.  If  they 
fhould  think  otherwife,  that  they  be 
directed  to  go  on  with  the  work  in 
the  way  which  they  think  bell,  fince 
it  is  tne  opinion  of  the  Congrefs 
that  the  work  fhould  by  no  means  be 
negleCted. 

But  if  the  work  be  already  begun 
on  the  plan  fent  us,  that  they  render 
fuch  parts  as  can  be  firft  finifhed  defen¬ 
fible,  fo  that  the  Jabour  be  not 
thrown  away,  if  an  attack  fhould  be 
made  before  the  whole  can  be  finifhed. 

That  the  convention  be  djre&ed  tq 
enquire  whether  there  are  not  forne 
other  places  where  imall  batteries 
might  be  ereCted  fo  as  to  annoy  the 
enemy  on  their  pailage,  particularly 
a  few  heavy  cannon  at  or  near  Moore’s 
houfe,  and  at  a  point  on  the  weft 
fhorc,  a  little  above  Verplank’s 
point. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  faid 
convention  to*  eltablifh  at  proper  dis¬ 
tances  >  polls  to  be  ready  to  give  intel¬ 
ligence  to  the  country,  in  cafe  of  any 
invafions,  or  by  fignals  to  give  alarnis 
in  cafe  of  danger,  and  that  they  con¬ 
fer  with  theafiembly  of  Connecticut, 
and  convention  of  New-Jerley,.  on  the 
fpeeuiefl  manner  of  conveying  intel¬ 
ligence  jn  fuch  cafes,  and  receiving 
affiance  when  neceffary. 

That  the  convention  be  farther  di¬ 
rected  to  take  the  molt  effectual  me¬ 
thod  to  obflruCt  the  navigation  of  the 
faid  river,  if  upoq  examination  they 
find  it  practicable. 

Refolved,  That  orders  be  fent  to 
General  Worfter,  in  cafe  he  has  no 
orders  to  the  contrary  from  General 
Schuyler,  that  lie  immediately  return 
to  the  batteries  ereCting  in  the  high 
lands,  and  there  leave  as  many  of  his 
troops,  as  the  conductors  of  the  work 
fhall  think  neceffary  for  compjeatmg 
them,  and  that  he  repair  with  the  re¬ 
mainder  to  Nevv-York. 

A  member  of  Pennfylvania  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Congrefs  a  refolve  paffed  in 
thcHonfe  of  Aflemblv,  in  thefe  words. 

In 
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In  A]]embly>  Sept .  30,  1775.  A.  M. 

The  houfe  taking  into  confidcration 
the  feveral  letters  lent  down  yefierday 
by  the  governor,  acquainting  him 
with  the  mtrulion  of  a  number  of  peo¬ 
ple  into  this  province,  under  a  pre¬ 
tended  claim  of  the  Colony  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  to  the  great  annoyance  of 
the  good  people  of  this  province* 
Refolved,  That  the  delegates  for 
this  province  be  fpecially  directed  to 
lay  the  fame  before  the  Congrefs,*  with 
the  mifchievous  tendency  the  pnrfuing 
fuch  meafures  will  have,  and  procure 
the  aid  of  that  afiembly  to  quiet  the 
mines  of  the  good  people  of  this  pro¬ 
vince,  and  prevent  further  intrufion 
or  extenlion  of  fettlements  under  the 
faid  claim,  until  the  matter  ihall  be 
determined  by  the  King  and  Council, 
to  whom  both  fides  have  i'ubmitted  the 
difpute. 

ExtraCl  from  the  journals, 

Cha.  Moore,  clerk  of  aifembly, 
Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  delegates  for  Connecti¬ 
cut  and  Pennfylvania,  who  are  de- 
lired  to  report  thereon  on  Monday 
next. 

Refolved,  That  the  letter  from 
ideffrs.  Morris  and  Wilfon  of  the 
14th  of  Sept,  be  taken  into  confider- 
ation  on  Monday  next. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 
Adjourned  to  9  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday ,  October  9,  1775. 

A  letter  from  Jofeph  Trumbull, 
CommilTary  General,  dated  Sept.  23, 

1 77 5 ,  was  read,  deiiring  that  ^'500 
lawful  money,  1666  \  dollars  be  paid 
to  Mr.  Tracy,  for  money  by  him  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Colonel  Arnold,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  continent,  and  that  the 
fame  be  charged  to  his  account. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  draw 
on  the  treafurers  for  the  above  fum  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Tracy,  and  that  the 
fame  be  charged  as  above. 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler, 
dated  the  19th  of  Sept,  with  one  en~ 
clofed  from  Gen.  Montgomery,  and 
fundry  other  papers  were  read- 
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Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
five  members  be  appointed  to  take  tfie 
fame  into  confideration  and  report  ah 
anfwer. 

The  following  members  chofen, 
viz.  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  J.  Adams, 
Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr. 
R.  Livingfton,  and  Mr.  Deane. 

The  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  and 
ConneCiicut  informing  the  Congrefs, 
that  they  were  not  yet  ready  to  make 
a  report  on  the  matters  referred  to 
them. 

Ordered,  That  they  prepare  and 
bring  in  their  report  on  Wednefday 
next. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  convention  of  New- jerfey,  that 
they  immediately  raife  at  the  expence 
of  the  continent  two  battalions  con¬ 
fining  of  eight  companies  each,  and 
each  company  of  68  privates,  offi¬ 
cered  with  one  captain,  one  lieute¬ 
nant,  one  enfign,  four  ferjeants,  and 
four  corporals. 

That  the  privates  be  infilled  for  one 
year,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
calendar  month,  liable  to  be  dis¬ 
charged  at  any  time,  on  allowing  them 
one  month’s  pay  extraordinary. 

That  each  of  the  privates  be  al¬ 
lowed  inftead  of  a  bounty,  one  felt 
hat,  a  pair  of  yarn  dockings,  and  a 
pair  of  Ihoes ;  the  men  to  find  their 
own  arms. 

That  the  pay  of  the  officers,  for 
the  ~ refen t  be  the  fame,  as  that  of 
the  officers  in  the  prefent  continental 
army,  and  in  cafe  the  pay  of  the  of¬ 
ficers  in  the  army  is  augmented,  the 
pay  of  the  officers  in  thefe  battalions 
ihall,  in  like  manner,  be  augmented 
from  the  time  of  their  engagingin  the 
fervice. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 
Adjourned  to  9  o’clock  to-morrow. 

‘Tuejday,  October  10,  1 775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
the  following  accounts  reafonable,  and 
which  ought  to  be  paid,  viz. 

The  account  of  Du  Simitier,  for 
tranflating  the  addrefs  of  the  United 

Colonies 
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Colonies  to  the  inhabitants  of  Que¬ 
bec,  amounting  to  eight  dollars. 

William  Govett’s  account  of  the 
expences  of  a  party  of  27  men  efcort- 
ing  powder  to  Trenton,  amounting  to 
67  To  dollars. 

David  Rittenhoufe’s  for  36  cuts  for 
continental  money,  amounting  to  48 
dollar?. 

John  Thornton’s  account  of  pro- 
vifions  and  ferriage  for  part  of  Capt. 
Rofs’s  company,  amounting  to  10 
dollars. 

Chriftopher  Ludwig’s  account  for 
fundry  expences  in  forwarding  pow¬ 
der  to  Ticonderoga,  amounting  to 
41  To  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  laid  account  be 

paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  an  anfwer  to  General  Schuyler’s 
letters,  reported  a  draught,  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  for  the  perufal  of  the  members. 

A  motion  being  made  relative  to 
the  appointment  of  ofticers  in  the  Con¬ 
tinental  Army,  and  the  fame  being 
largely  debated  the  determination 
thereon  was  deferred  till  to- morrow'. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  9  o’clock  to-morrow. 

IVedncfday ,  Oficberii,  1775* 

A  lift  of  the  matters  referred  to  this 
day  being  read. 

The  delegates  of  Connecticut  and 
Pennfylvania  were  called  on  to  report 
on  the  matter  referred  to  them,  but 
not  being  yet  ready, 

Ordered,  That  they  meet  this  af¬ 
ternoon  and  prepare  a  report  to  be 
laid  before  Congrefs  to-morrow. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  the  following;  accounts  ought  to 
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be  paid,  viz. 

The  account  of  the  committee  of 
Elizabeth-town  for  cartage,  expreiies, 
and  for  provisions  to  Captain  Rofs’s 
company,  amounting  ro  98.3  dollars, 
of  which  3.6  dollars  to  be  charged  to 
Captain  Rofs. 

James  Lcflie’s  account  of  necefta- 
ries  furnifhed  to  Captain  Rofs’s  com¬ 
pany,  amounting  to  14.8  dollars. 


Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts 
be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  consi¬ 
deration  of  the  motion  made  yefter- 
day  refpedting  the  appointment  of 
officers,  and,  after  dec  ate,  the  fame 
was  poftponed. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  report  what 
fubfillence  ought  to  be  allowed  to  the 
officers  and  foldiers  in  the  continental 
fervice,  when  on  their  march,  and  in 
quarters  before  they  join  the  army. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Kinley, 
Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Langdon. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confidera- 
tion  the  letter  to  General  Schuyler, 
which  being  debated  by  paragraphs 
was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  tran- 
feribed  and  forwarded. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the 
fubfiftence,  5c c.  brought  in  their  re¬ 
port,  which  being  read,  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  to  be  taken  up  to¬ 
morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed* 
Adjourned  to  9  o’clock  to-morrow. 

T burf day ,  O  Bober  12,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confi- 
deration  the  report  of  the  committee 
refpecUng  fubfiftence  for  the  foldiers. 
Sec. 

Refolved,  That  each  captain  and 
other  commiffioned  ofticer,  while  in 
the  recruiting  fervice  of  this  conti- 
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nent,  or  on  their  march  to  join  the 
army,  fhall  be  allowed  two  dollar's 
and  two  thirds  of  a  dollar  per  week 
for  their  fubfiftence,  and  that  the  men, 
who  inlift,  fhall  each  of  them,  whilft 
in  quarters,  be  allowed  one  dollar  per 
week,  and  when  on  their  march  to 
join  the  army,  one  dollar  and  one 
third  of  a  dollar  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  tranf- 
mit  to  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey, 
blank  commiffions*  to  be  filled  up  by 
the  laid  convention,  to  the  captains 
and  fubaltern  officers  in  the  two  bat- 
talions  to  railed  in  that  colony  ; 
and  that  the  appointment  of  the  field 

officers 


officers  be  for  the  prefent  fufpended, 
until  the  Congrefs  come  to  a  determi¬ 
nation  on  that  matter. 

John  Penn,  Efq;  one  of  the  dele¬ 
gates  for  North-Carolina  appeared  in 
Congrefs,  and  produced  his  creden¬ 
tials,  which  being  read,  were  ap¬ 
proved,  and  are  as  follows  : 

North  Carolina ,  ]  In  Congrefs,  Sep- 

HiUJborough .  j  te?nber  8,  1775. 

€C.  Mr.  Cafwell  informed  the  Con¬ 
grefs,  that,  as  they  had  done  him  the 
honor  to  appoint  him  treafurer  of  the 
fouthern  diliridl  of  this  province,  and 
one  of  the  iigners  of  the  public  bills 
of  credit,  his  attending  thofe  duties 
would  render  it  entirely  out  of  his 
power  to  attend  the  Continental  Con¬ 
grefs  as  one  of  the  delegates  of  this 
province,  he  therefore  requeued  this 
Congrefs  would  be  pleafed  to  appoint 
fome  other  gentleman  in  his  dead. 
Wherefore  it  is  refolved,  that  John 
Penn,  Efq;  be,  and  he  is  hereby  ap¬ 
pointed  a  delegate  in  behalf  of  this 
province,  in  conjun&ion  with  Wil¬ 
liam  Hooper  and  Jofeph  Hewes, 
Efqrs.  and  that  he  be  in  veiled  with 
the  fame  power,  and  in  ti  tled  to  the 
like  allowance,  that  the  faid  Richard 
Cafwell  would  have  been  veiled  with, 
and  entitled  to  under  a  former  refolu- 
tion  of  this  Congrefs.  By  order, 

Andrew  K.  n  ox,  fecvetary , 
Signed,  Sa.  Johnson,  prefident.” 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
their  opinion  that  the  following  ac¬ 
counts  ought  to  be  paid. 

Two  accounts  of  Peter  Cooper,  one 
for  feveral  articles  furniihed  Captain 
C  re  flop’s  company  in  Lancafier,  a- 
mouming  to  z~  dollars,  to  be  charg¬ 
ed  to  faid  company.  The  other  for 
34  pair  of  boots  made  by  him  for  the 
huffar  companv  amounting;  to  iiq  t 
dollars.  '  J  “ 

Francis  W  ade’s  account  of  expences 
for  himfelf  and  a  party  of  18  men 
efcorting  Governor  Skene  and  Mr. 
Lundy  to  New-York,  amounting  to 
445  f  ©  dollars. 


Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts 
be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  affembly  or  committee  of  fafety 
of  Pennfylvania,  to  raife  one  batta¬ 
lion  on  the  fame  terms  as  thofe  or¬ 
dered  to  be  raifed  in  New-Jerfey,  and 
to  be  officered  in  like  manner.  * 

Refolved,  That  the  men  to  be  en- 
lifted  be  furniffied  at  the  continental 
expence  with  a  hunting  fhirt,  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  in  value  1  |  dollars,  and  a 
blanket,  if  to  be  procured,  but  not 
to  be  made  part  of  the  terms  of  en- 
liftment. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day 
the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
con fi deration  the  date  of  the  trade  of 
the  Thirteen  United  Colonies,  and 
after  fome  time  fpent  therein,  the  pre- 
fident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Ward  reported,  that  the  committee 
had  taken  into  confideration  the  mat¬ 
ter  referred  to  them,  but  not  having 
come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  him  to 
move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will 
to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their 
further  confideration  the  ftate  of  the 
trade  of  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies. 

The  other  matters  referred  to  this 
day  being  poflponed,  the  Congrefs  ad-* 
journed  to  9  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday ,  Odiober  13,  1 775. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day 
the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
their  farther  confideration  the  trade  of 
the  Thirteen  United  Colonies,  and  af¬ 
ter  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  pre- 
fident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Ward  reported,  that  the  committee 
had  taken  into  confideration  the  mat¬ 
ter  referred  to  them,  but  not  having 
yet  come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  him 
to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 
Whereupon  the  order  was  renewed. 

A  letter  from.  General  Walking  toil 
dated  5th  of  O&obcr,  with  fundry 
papers  enclofed  was  read, 

D  Th* 


The  Congrefs  taking  into  confider¬ 
ation  the  report  of  the  committee,  ap¬ 
pointed  to  prepare  a  plan,  &c.  after 
iome  debate. 

Refolved,  That  a  fwift  failing  vef¬ 
fel,  to  carry  ten  carriage  guns,  and  a 
proportionable  number  of  lwivels,  with 
eighty  men,  be  fitted  with  all  poflible 
difpatch,  for  a  cruize  of  three  months, 
and  that  the  commander  be  inihucled 
to  cruize  eaftward,  for  intercepting 
fuch  tranfports  as  may  be  laden  with 
warlike  If  ores  and  other  fupplies  for 
our  enemies,  and  for  fuch  other  pur- 
pofes  as  the  Congrefs  fhall  direct. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  prepare  an  eftimate  of  the 
expence,  and  lay  the  fame  before  the 
Congrefs,  and  to  contract  with  pro¬ 
per  perfens  to  ft  out  the  veffel. 

Refolved,  That  another  veffel  be 
fitted  out  for  the  fame  purpofes,  and 
that  the  faid  committee  report  their 
opinion  of  a  proper  veffel,  and  alfo  an 
eltimate  of  the  expense. 

The  following  members  were  cho- 
fen  to  compofe  the  committee,  Mr. 
Deane,  Mr.  Langdon,  and  Mr. 
Gadfden . 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confi- 
deration  of  the  report  be  referred  to 
Monday  next. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confider¬ 
ation  the  memorials  of  fundry  mer¬ 
chants  of  New-York  and  Philadelphia, 
refpecling  a  quantity  of  tea  on  hand, 
which  were  referred  by  the  Congrefs 
their  laft  feffion,  to  be  taken  up  at 
this  next. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  five 
be  appointed  to  take  into  con fi deration 
the  faid  memorials,  and  enquire  into 
the  hate  of  fafts,  and  make  report 
thereon  to  the  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J. 
Rutledge,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Lee. 

The  feveral  matters  refeired  to  this 
day  were  poftponed  till  to-morrow,  to 
which  time  the  Congrefs  adjourned  to 
meet  at  9  o’clock. 


Saturday,  Oftoler  14,  1 775. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confix 
deration  of  the  letter  from  General 
Wafhington,  and  the  papers  enclofed. 

Refolved,  That  a  director  general 
and  chief  phyfician  of  the  hofpital  in 
Maffachufett’s-Bay,  be  appointed  in 
the  room  of  Doctor  Church,  who  it 
taken  into  cuftody  for  holding  a  cor* 
refpondence  with  the  enemy. 

P.efolved,  That  the  Congrefs  will 
on  Monday  next  proced  to  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  a  director  general  and  chief 
phyfician  of  the  holpital,  in  the  room 
of  Doctor  Church. 

Refolved,  That  the  further  consi¬ 
deration  of  the  general’s  letter  be  poll* 
poned  to  Monday  next. 

The  delegates  for  Connecticut  in¬ 
formed  the  Congrefs,  that  they  had 
rnet  fome  of  rhe  delegates  for  Fenn- 
fylvania,  in  order  to  take  into  confi- 
deration  the  matters  referred  to  them, 
but  not  being  able  to  come  to  any  a- 
greement  with  them,  and  as  the  dif- 
pute  between  the  people  of  the  two 
Colonies  on  the  waters  of  Sufquehan- 
nah,  had  proceeded  to  bloodfhed,  and 
in  their  apprehenlion  may  be  attended 
with  very  dangerous  confequences  un- 
lefs  fpeedily  prevented,  they  moved 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  out  of 
the  oilier  Colonies  to  take  this  matter 
into  confideration,  and  report  thereon 
to  the  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  this  be  referred  to 
Monday  next. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  October  16,  1775. 

Two  letters  frofn  the  convention  of 
New-Jcrfey,  dated  13  th  and  14th  init. 
being  read. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  take  the  lame 
into  confideration  and  report  an  an- 
fwer. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J. 
Rutledge,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  and  Mr. 
Livinglton. 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler 
dated  ah  init.  with  fundry  papers  en- 
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clofed  being  received  and  taken  into 
coniideration. 

Refolved,  That  the  Aim  of  200,000 
dollars  be  fent  to  the  deputy  pay¬ 
master  general  for  the  northern  army. 

That  the  delegates  of  PennA/lvania 
do  immediately  count  and  fend  for¬ 
ward  the  above  fum  under  a  guard. 

Refolved,  That  the  ton  of  powder 
forwarded  laft  week  to  New-York,  be 
immediately  fent  to  General  Schuyler. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
five  members  be  appointed  to  conAder 
farther  ways  and  means  of  promoting 
the  manufactures  of  ialt-petre. 

The  following  members  chofen, 
Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Wifner,  Mr. 
Chafe,  Mr.  J,  Rutledge,  and  Mr. 
Morton. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  re¬ 
commended  to  all  perfons,  who  are 
pofteifed  of  the  falt-petre  lately  re¬ 
moved  from  Turtle-Bay,  on  the  ifland 
ot  New-York,  forthwith  to  Send  the 
fame  to  the  prefident  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  New- Y ork,  to  be  manufactured 
into  gunpowder  for  the  uSe  of  the 
continental  army. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Langdon,  Mr. 
Dyer,  and  Mr.  Adams,  enquire  what 
quantity  of  powder  has  been  fent  to 
the  northern  army,  and  report  by 
whom  fent. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  re¬ 
newed,  and  the  feveral  matters  re¬ 
ferred  to  this  day,  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  9  o’clock  to-morrow. 
duefday,  October  17,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  consider¬ 
ation  the  motion  made  laft  Saturday 
by  the  delegates,  of  Connecticut. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  five 
members  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  disputes  between  the 
people  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  and  report  what  in  their  opinion 
is  proper  to  be  done  by  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen  are.  Mr.  J. 
Rutledge,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  JeiTerSon, 
Mr.  Kenfey,  and  Mr.  Hopkins. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 

pare  an  climate,  &c«  brought  in  their 


report,  which  after  debate  was  re* 
committed. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported. 

That  there  is  due  to  Ephraim  Mar¬ 
tin  for  provifions  furni Sited  to  Several 
rifle  companies,  59  Y\;  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

A  letter  from  Governor  Cooke,  da¬ 
ted  9th  inil.  was  read. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  e- 
IcCtion  of  a  director  general  and  chief 
phyfician  of  the  hofpital,  in  the  room 
of  Doctor  Church,  and  the  ballots 
being  examined, 

DoClor  John  Morgan,  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  was  eleCted. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  write 
to  the  convention  of  New-York,  and 
inform  them,  that  it  is  the  delire  of 
the  Congrefs,  that  the  fulphur  in  that 
city  be  immediately  removed  to  g 
place  of  Safety, 

The  Several  matters  referred  to  this 
day  being  postponed,  and  the  order 
of  the  day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  9  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednefday ,  O Bober  18,  1775. 

The  committee  on  the  memorials 
from  fundry  merchants  in  New-York 
and  Philadelphia,  brought  in  their  re¬ 
port,  which  being  read,  after  fome 
debate, 

Refolved,  That  the  further  consi¬ 
deration  thereof  be  postponed, 

The  delegates  from  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  laid  before  the  Congrefs  a  part 
of  the  instructions  delivered  to  them 
by  their  Colony,  in  thefe  words. 

“  We  would  have  you  immediately 
ufe  your  utmoft  endeavours  to  obtain 
the  advice  and  direction  of  the  Con¬ 
grefs,  with  reipeCt  to  a  method  for 
our  administering  juftice,  and  regulat¬ 
ing  our  civil  police.  We  prefs  you 
not  to  delay  this  matter,  as  it’s  being 
done  fpeedily  will  probably  prevent 
the  greatest  confufion  among  us.” 

Refolved,  That  the  conliueration 
of  this  matter  be  referred  to  Monday 
next. 

Refolved,  That  a  juft  and  well  au¬ 
thenticated  account  of  the  hostilities 
D  2  com- 
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Committed  by  the  mmifterial  troops 
am  navy  in  America  fince  laft  March 
be  collected,  with  proper  evidence  of 
the  truth  of  the  fails  related,  the  num¬ 
ber  and  value  of  the  buildings  de- 
ilroyed  by  them,  alfo  the  number  and 
value  of  the  velTcls  inward  and  out¬ 
ward  bound,  which  have  been  feized 
by  them  fince  that  period,  as  near  as 
the  number  and  value  can  be  ascer¬ 
tained,  alio  the  flock  taken  by  them 
from  different  parts  of  the  continent. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  ap¬ 
pointed  for  this  purpofe. 

The  members  chofen  are,  Mr. 
Deane,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Wythe. 
The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 
Adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thurfday ,  Qttober  19,  1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  in  their  opinion  the  following 
accounts  ought  to  be  paid. 

The  account  of  the  committee  of 
Lancafler  for  fundries  furniflied  the 
rifle  companies,  amounting  to  22 13^ 
dollars. 

The  account  of  Richard  Bache, 
Stephen  Pafchall,  and  Michael  Hille- 
gas,  for  fuperintending  the  printing 
of  the  continental  bills  of  credit,  a- 
mounting  to  272  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts 
be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take 
into  confideration  the  method  pro- 
pofed  by  the  commiffary  general  for 
Supplying  the  army  with  provifions, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read. 

It  being  reprefented  to  Congrefs, 
thatCapt.  Ifaac  Sears,  of  New- York, 
has  at  the  requeft  of  Mr.  Trumbull, 
the  Commiffary  General,  forwarded 
to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  feven 
thoufand  barrels  of  Hour,  for  which 
Mr.  Trumbull  has  not  been  able  to 
pay  him  for  want  of  money  in  the 
military  chefL 

Refolved,  That  30,000  dollars  be 
paid  to  Capt.  Ifaac  Scars  on  account 
of  the  above  flour,  he  giving  bond  to 
the  treafurers,  to  account  for  the  fame 
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with  Mr.  Trumbull,  and  that  the 
fame  be  charged  to  the  account  of 
Mr.  Trumbull,  Commiffary  General. 

A  petition  from  Mr.  Sears  and  Mr. 
Randal  was  laid  before  the  Congrefs, 
and  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  Thurfday  the  2d  November 
next,  then  to  be  taken  into  confider¬ 
ation, 

Refolved,  That  the  Provincial  Con¬ 
vention  of  New-York  be  requeued  to 
fend  to  this  Congrefs,  a  copy  of  any 
order  or  proceeding  of  theirs,  or  of 
the  mayor  and  corporation,  in  confe- 
quence  of  Governor  Tryon’s  letter  to 
the  mayor,  publifhed  in  the  New- 
York  papers,  under  the  1 6th  inftant, 
alfo  an  attefted  copy  of  laid  letter. 
The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  9  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday ,  October  20,  1775* 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  letter  to  the  General  reported 
a  draught,  which  was  read  and  agreed 
to. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  and  the 
day  following,  were  fpent  in  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole,  on  the  trade  of 
the  United  Colonies.  On  which,  not 
being  ready  to  report,  the  order  of  the 
day  was  renewed,  and  the  Congrefs 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  Offcbcr  23,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed,  that 
yefterday  the  Honourable  Peyton 
Randolph,  Efq;  fuddenly  departed 
this  life. 

Refolved,  That  the  Congrefs  will 
attend  his  funeral  as  mourners,  with 
a  crape  round  their  left  arm,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  aftociation. 

That  the  Congrefs  thus  continue  in 
mourning  for  the  fpr.ee  of  one  month. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  fupsrintend  the  funeral. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Mid¬ 
dleton,  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  Mr.  Chafe. 

That  the  committee  wait  on  the 
reverend  Mr.  Duche,  and  requeft  him 
to  prepare  a  proper  difeourfe  to  be  de¬ 
livered  at  the  funeral. 

The 
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The  delegate*  for  Delaware  go¬ 
vernment  having  been  re-appointed 
by  their  affembly  on  the  21ft  inftant, 
produced  the  credentials  of  their  re¬ 
appointment,  which  were  read  and 
approved. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-mor¬ 
row,  and  from  thence  by  adjourn¬ 
ments  to  10  o’clock  on  Wednefday. 

Wednefday ,  O Bobir  25,  1775* 

Sundry  letters  from  General  Wafh- 
ington.  Governor  Trumbull,  and  the 
convention  of  New- York,  being  re¬ 
ceived  were  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  an  anfwer  to  the  letters  from  the 
convention  of  New-Jerfey,  dated  13 
and  14  ink.  brought  in  a  draught,  and 
the  fame  being  read  and  debated,  an 
anfwer  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to 
be  forwarded. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
there  is  due  to  John  Biddle,  Com  mif¬ 
fary  cf  the  rifle  battalion  4139/0 
dollars.  To  James  Stewart,  for  pro- 
vifions  to  rifle  men,  15  do  ditto.  To 
Jacob  Hoyler,  for  do.  to  Captain 
Rofs’s  company,  i8T35-ditto. 

'  Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  for  Penn- 
fylvania  informed  the  Congrefs,  that 
they  have  taken  into  cuftody  a  Capt. 
Campbell,  and  a  Lieutenant  Symes, 
together  with  a  number  of  foldiers, 
who  came  from  Bofton  in  the  Rebecca 
and  Frances  tranfport,  which  was  call; 
away  on  Brigantine  Beach,  and  that 
from  General  Gage’s  inftrudiions  to 
laid  Campbell  and  Symes,  (herewith 
tranfmitted  to  Congrefs)  it  appeared 
they  were  fent  to  raife  recruits  fur 
General  Gage’s  army,  and  that  from 
fundry  examinations  taken  and  fab- 
mitted  to  Congrefs,  it  appeared  faid 
Campbell,  has  heretofore  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  like  fervice,  and  has 
endeavoured  to  inveigle  recruits  by 
the  offer  of  grants  of  forfeited  lands. 

The  inhrudticns  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  publifhcd. 

The  examinations  alfo  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  them  be 


forwarded  to  the  convention  of  New- 
York,  with  a  recommendation  t© 
them  to  feize  a  Mr.  Grant,  who  it  is 
faid  is  employed  in  railing  recruits  for 
General  Gage’s  army  in  that  Colony. 

Refoved,  That  Mr.  Hewes  be  ad¬ 
ded  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 
Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thurfday ,  Oftober  26,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  the  refolution  of 
the  15th  July  laft,  for  encouraging 
the  importation  of  arms  and  ammu¬ 
nition,  and  the  refolution  of  the  iStli 
inftant,  for  collecting  an  account  of 
the  hoftilities  committed  by  the  mi- 
nifferial  troops  and  navy,  be  imme¬ 
diately  publilhed. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  letter  from  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  New- York,  dated  20th  inft* 
and  report  an  anfwer. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Deane, 
Mr.  S.  .Adams,  and  Mr.  Duane. 

Information  being  given  to  Con- 

r  .  OO 

grefs,  that  there  has  been  lately  dif- 
covered  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  a 
mineral,  containing  a  large  quantity 
of  falt-petre. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  of 
Virginia  fend  an  exprefs  to  enquire 
into  the  truth  of  the  Fadl,  and  to 
bring  a  lample  of  the  mineral. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  five 
members  be  appointed  to  take  into 
conlideration  the  inffrudtions  given  to 
the  delegates  of  New-Hampfhire,  and 
report  their  opinion  thereon. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Rut¬ 
ledge,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  day  the 
Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  far¬ 
ther  conlideration  the  date  of  the  trade 
ot  the  United  Colonies,  and  after 
fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  preii- 
dent  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward 
reported,  that  the  committee  had  ta¬ 
ken  into  confederation  the  matter  re¬ 
ferred  to  them,  and  have  come  to  a 
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jefolutlon,  which  they  defired  him  to 
report,  and  farther  to  move  for  leave 
to  fit  again. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being 
read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  feveral  Provincial  Affemblies, 
conventions,  or  councils  of  fafety,  of 
the  United  Colonics,  to  export  to  the 
foreign  Wed  Indies,  on  account  and 
xifque  of  their  refpe&ive  Colonies,  as 
much  provifions  or  other  produce,  ex¬ 
cept  horned  cattle,  fheep,  hogs,  and 
poultry,  as  they  may  deem  neceffary 
for  the  importation  of  arms,  ammu¬ 
nition,  fulphur,  and  falt-petre. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above 
be  tranfmitted  by  the  delegates  to 
their  reipedlive  afiemfolies,  conven¬ 
tions,  or  committees  cf  fafety. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will 
to-morrow  again  refolvc  itfelf  into  a 
Committee  or  the  whole,  to  take  into 
their  further  confideration,  the  date 
eff  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 
Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday ,  October  27,  1775. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  an  anfwer  to  the  convention  of 
Nev-York,  brought  in  a  report., 
which  was  read. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  being 
{pent  in  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  the  order  of  the  day  renewed. 
Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday ,  Odlober  28,  1 7 7 5 • 

The  committee  of  fafety  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  having  tranfmitted  to  Con¬ 
grefs  fome  further  examinations  of  the 
foldiers  who  came  in  the  Rebecca  and 
Frances  tranfport  defired  the  diredlion 
of  Congrefs,  with  regard  to  the  offi¬ 
cers  and.  foldiers,  whereupon, 
.Refolved,  That  a  Capt.  Campbell 
and  Lieutenant  Syrnes,  and  the  men, 
who  came  with  them  in  the  Rebecca 
and  Frances  tranfport,  be  confined  in 
fnch  goals  in  this  Colony,  a3  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  f  id  Colony  think  proper, 
*.nd  that  (aid  Captain  Campbell  and 
Lieutenant  Syncs  be  allowed  for  their 
Abfiffsncc  1 4 •  dollar  each  a  week,  and 


the  men  one  dollar  a  week  each,  to 

be  paid  out  of  the  continental  trea- 
fury. 

1  he  Congrefs  taking  into  confider¬ 
ation  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  New- York  letters. 

Refolved,  That  a  company  of  ma- 
troffes,  to  confifi:  of  a  captain,  a  cap¬ 
tain  lieutenant,  a  firft  and  iecond  lieu¬ 
tenant,  a  lieutenant  fire  worker,  four 
ferjeants,  four  corporals,  eight  bom¬ 
bardiers,  fixty-eight  matroffes,  one 
drummer,  and  one  fifer,  be  immedi¬ 
ately  raifed  in  New-York,  for  the 
defence  of  Hudfon’s  river,  and  to  oc¬ 
cupy  the  fortifications  now  eredling  in. 
the  highlands,  and  that  it  be  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  confideration  of  faid 
Colony  immediately,  to  raife  faid 
company,  and  to  appoint  the  proper 
officers. 


The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  there  is  due  on  account  of  ne- 
ceffiaries  furnifhed  to  the  hufifar  com¬ 
pany,  See.  the  following  fums,  viz. 
To  James  and  Drinker,  j  tenths 
per  account,  j 

Thomas  Clifford  and  j 
Sons,  $ 

U finer  and  Henry, 

George  Fromberger, 

William  Ogden, 

William  Kerlin, 

Samuel  Garrmues, 

Andrew  Fegener, 

Lewis  Kuhn, 

Lewis  Prahl  to  be  paid  "J 
by  his  order  to  An-  p  226 
drew  Bonner, 

Sundries  for  fmaller 
fums  to  be  paid  by 
T.  Matlack. 

That  there  is  due  to'* 

Rachael  Stille,  for 
expenccs  of  a  guard 
at  Trenton  over  the 
powder. 

To  William  Holmes, ' 
for  goods  furnifhed 
the  rifle  company 
raifed  in  Cumber¬ 
land, 
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*To  Timothy  Matlack,  1  tenths 
to  pay  for  wood  for  the  p  ,  , 

life  of  the  Congrefs.  }  2  °  * 

Ordered,  that  the  above  accounts 
be  paid.  ‘ 

Refolved,  That  five  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  claims  of  which  the  chair¬ 
man  is  to  be  one,  be  empowered  to 
aft. 

Refolved  That  the  infpeftors  of  the 
prefs  deliver  the  proof  fheets  and 
checks  of  the  continental  bills,  to 
the  continental  treafurers,  and  that 
they  deliver  one  of  each  to  the  dele¬ 
gates  of  every  colony,  to  be  depofxted 
with  the  provincial  treafurer  appoint¬ 
ed  in  fuch  Colony,  and  retain  the  reft 
in  their  hands. 

Mr.  Randolph,  one  of  the  fait- 
petre  committee  being  dead,  'and  Mr. 
Morton  another,  defiring  to  be  ex- 
cufed  on  account  of  his  attendance  in 
the  Houfe  of  Aftembly, 

Refolved,  That  three  new  mem¬ 
bers  be  chofen  for  that  committee. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paine, 
Mr.  Humphreys,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  re¬ 
newed. 

Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  October  30,  1775. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  an  eftimatc,  and  to  fit  out  the 
velTels  brought  in  their  report,  which 
bains;  taken  into  conlideration. 

Relblvsd,  That  the  fecond  veffel 
ordered  to  be  fitted  out  on  the  13th 
inftant,  be  of  fuch  a  fize  as  to  carry 
14.  guns,  and  a  proportionate  number 
of  lwivels  and  men. 

Refolved,  That  two  more  velTels  be 
fitted  out  With  all  expedition,  the 
one  to  carry  not  exceeding  20  guns, 
and  the  other  not  exceeding  3b  guns, 
with  a  proportionate  number  ot  fwi- 
vels  and  men,  to  be  employed  in 
fuch  manner,  for  the  protection  and 
defence  of  the  United  Colonies,  as 
the  Congrefs  ftiali  direft. 

Refolved,  That  four  members  be 
chofen  and  added  to  the  former  com¬ 
mittee  of  three,  and  that  thefe  feven 


be  a  committee  to  carry  into  executiom 
with  all  poffible  expedition,  as  well 
the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  pahed  the 
13th  inft.  as  thofe  paffed  this  day  for 
fitting  out  armed  veffds. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hop¬ 
kins,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Lee,  and 
Mr.  J.  Adams* 

The  convention  of  Nevv-Jerfey 
having  recommended  fundry  gentle¬ 
men  for  held  officers  to  command  the 
two  battalions  railing  in  that  colony. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  refer¬ 
red  till  to-morrow. 

A  letter  from  W.  Livingfton,  Efq; 
dated  the  1 8th  inft.  was  read  and  re¬ 
ferred  till  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed* 
Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow, 
Huefday,  Odobcr  31,  1775. 

Sundry  letters  from  General  Schuy¬ 
ler  of  the  6th,  13th,  14th,  and  19th. 
inft.  with  fundry  papers  enclofed  were 
read. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  it(pl£ 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  farther  confideration  the 
trade  of  theffi  colonies,  and  after  fome 
time  fpent  therein,  the  prefident  re¬ 
fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  re¬ 
ported,  that  the  committee  having 
raken  into  confideration  the  matter 
to  them  referred,  have  come  to  cer¬ 
tain  refolutions,  which  they  deftred. 
him  to  report,  but  that  not  having 
come  to  a  condufion,  they  defired 
him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  report  of  the  commute 
read. 

Refolved;  That  the  fame  be  taken 
into  confideration  to-mcr.ow  morn* 
ing. 

Refolved,  That  the  appointment 
of  field  officers  for  the  battalions  rai- 
fing  in  New-Jerfey,  be  poftponed  to 
Friday  next. 

A  member  from  Pennfylvania  laid 
before  the  Congrefs  a  relolve  of  the 
honourab  e  affembly  of  that  colony, 
in  thefe  words. 

In  AJfemi  ly,  Odobcr  28,  1775. 

The  houfe  taking  into  their  further 
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confideration  the  refolve  of  Congrefs, 
for  railing  a  battalion  in  this  pro¬ 
vince  tor  general  fervice,  find  it  ne- 
cefiary  that  monies  iliould  be  advanced 
by  the  leveral  captains  lor  that  pur- 
pofe. 

Refolved,  Therefore  that  the  Con- 
grefs  be  requelled  to  order  a  fufficient 
fum  of  money  to  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  committee  of  fafety  of 
this  province,  to  be  immediately  ap¬ 
plied  in  raifing  faid  battalion. 

Extrad  from  the  minutes, 

Chas.  Moore,  C!k.  of  Alfembly. 
Refolved,  That  the  confideration 
thereof  be  referred  to  Friday  next. 
The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 
Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  to-morrow* 

Wednefday ,  November  i,  377  5. 

A  letter  from  General  Walhing- 
ton,  by  exprefs,  with  an  account  of 
the  burning  of  Falmouth  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  be  for¬ 
warded  by  the  delegates  to  their  ref- 
pedive  alfemblies,  conventions,  and 
committees  of  fafety. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of 
conference  with  the  minutes  of  their 
proceedings  was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  for 
the  perufal  of  the  members. 

TheCongrefs  taking  into  confider¬ 
ation  the  report  from  the  committee  of 
the  whole. 

Refolved,  That  no  produce  of  the 
United  Colonies  be  exported  except 
from  Colony  to  Colony,  under  the 
diredion  of  the  committees  of  infpec 
tion  and  obfervation,  and  (except 
from  one  part  to  another  of  the  fame 
Colony)  before  the  firll  day  of  March 
next,  without  the  permillion  or  order 
of  the  Congrefs,  provided  that  no¬ 
thing  herein  contained  (hall  be  con- 
Brued  to  vacate  the  refolutions  of 
Congrcfs  for  the  importation  of  arms, 
ammunition,  &c. 

Refolved,  That  New- York,  the 
three  1  >w  r  counties  on  Delaware, 
North-Carolina,  and  Georgia,  ought 
not  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  benefit 
allowed  to  them  by  the  late  retraining 


ad,  and  therefore  that  no  perfons 
fhould  apply  at  the  cullorn  houfes  in 
thofe  Colonies  for  clearances  or  other 
documents,  which  other  Colonies 
are  deprived  or  by  faid  retraining  ad, 
for  fecuring  the  navigation  of  velfels 
with  cargoes  from  their  ports,  and 
that  the  prefident  tranfmit  to  the  af- 
fem lilies  or  conventions  of  thofe  Co¬ 
lonies,  copies  of  this  refolution,  with 
the  thanks  of  this  Congrefs  to  thofe 
Colonies  refpedively,  for  not  having 
hitherto  takes  any  advantage  of  the 
exemptions  in  the  faid  ad  of  parlia¬ 
ment. 

Refolved,  That  no  rice  be  export¬ 
ed  under  the  exception  contained  in 
the  qth  article  of  the  aifociation, 
from  any  of  the  United  Colonies  to 
Great-Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  iilands 
of  Jerfey,  Guernfey,  Sark,  Alder¬ 
ney,  or  Man,  or  any  other  Europe¬ 
an  ifiand,  or  fettlement  within  the 
Britifh  dominions. 

Refolved,  That  no  live  flock  (ne- 
celfary  fea  llores,  at  the  diferetion  of 
the  committees,  and  horfes  excepted) 
be  exported  from  thefe  colonies  or 
water  borne,  except  in  rivers,  bays 
and  founds. 

The  further  confideration  of  the 
report  being  poltponepl,  and  the  or¬ 
der  of  the  day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Nhurfday ,  November  2,  1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due. 

To  Daniel  Smith,  for  expences  of 
guards  attending  Governor  Skeene, 
Major  French  and  others,  and  the 
expences  of  Mr.  Lundy,  and  Major 
French,  1 3 3  A  dollars. 

To  John  Davies,  for  provifions  and 
carriage  to  tliree  rifle  companies, 

1  3 20-,-9q  dollars. 

To  Simons  and  Henry,  for  fun- 
dries  to  rifle  companies,  23  3  3/^  dol¬ 
lars,  of  this  z6,70-  dollars  to  be  charged 
to  the  continent,  the  remainder  to 
fevcral  rifle  companies,  the  money  to 
be  paid  to  Hugh  and  George  Roberts, 
per  order  of  laid  Simons  and  Henry. 

T< 
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To  John  Montgomery,  56  dollars 
of  which  2j%  to  be  charged  the  con¬ 
tinent. 

To  John  Brew  Her,  Zachariah  Du¬ 
bois,  and  Jon.  Brooks,  61  —  dollars* 
to  be  paid  per  order,  to  Henry  Wif- 
her,  Efq; 

To  William  Sickle,  according  to 
the  prayer  of  his  petition,  40  dollars. 

To  Captain  Dowdie,  for  drums 
Sec,  for  his  company,  61^- dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts 
be  paid. 

Refoived,  That  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  carry  into  execution  the  re- 
folves  of  Congrefs,  for  fitting  out 
four  armed  veffels,  be  authorized  to 
draw  on  the  continental  treafurers 
from  time  to  time,  for  as  much  cafh 
as  (hall  be  neceftary  for  the  above 
purpofe,  not  exceeding  the  fum  of  one 
hundred  thoufand  dollars,  and  that 
the  faid  committee  have  power  to 
agree  with  fuch  officers  and  feamen, 
as  are  proper  to  man  and  command 
faid  veiiels,  and  that  the  encourage¬ 
ment  to  fuch  officers  and  feamen  be 
one  half  of  all  Ihips  of  war  made 
prize  of  by  them,  and  one  third  of 
all  tranfport  veftels  exclusive  of 
wages. 

Theinhabitants  of  a  diftri£tin  Mo- 
Va-Scotia,  having  chofen  a  committee 
of  fafety,  and  having  by  their  petition 
applied  to  the  Congrefs  to  be  admit¬ 
ted  into  the  aftociation  of  the  United 
Colonies,  for  the  prelerv&tion  of  their 
riphts  and  liberties. 

Refoived,  That  a  committee  of 
five  be  appointed  to  take  this  matter 
into  confideration,  and  report  what 
Heps  in  their  opinion  it  may  be  pro¬ 
per  to  take  in  confequence  of  this  ap¬ 
plication,  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
liberties  of  America. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Deane, 
Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Lang- 
don,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

Refoived,  That  the  delegates  have 
liberty  to  tranfmit  to  their  refpeclive 
committees  of  fafety,  a  copy  of  the 
refolution  pafied  yefterdav. 
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A  memorial  from  the  committee  of 
fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  refpeding 
Lieutenant  Symes  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Bedford,  deputy 
m after- mailer  general,  with  fundry 
mailer  rolls  being  received  were 
read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take 
into  confideration  the  inftrudtion  to 
the  delegates  of  New-Hampfhire, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  John  Rains  of  Ber¬ 
mudas  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confider* 
ation  the  letters  from  General  Schuy¬ 
ler,  General  Montgomery,  and  W* 
Livingfton,  Efq; 

Refoived,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  repair  to  the 
northward,  to  confer  with  General 
Schuyler,  and  to  purfue  fuch  inftruc- 
tions  as  may  be  given  them  in  charge 
by  the  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr  Lang- 
don,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Dyer* 

That  a  committee  of  five  be  ap-* 
pointed  to  prepare  inftru&ions  for 
the  foregoing  committee. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch, 
Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Deane,  and 
Mr.  J.  Adams. 

Refoived,  That  3000  felt  hats, 
3000  worfted  caps,  3000  pair  of  buck- 
fkin  breeches,  3 coo  pair  of  fhoes, 

3  000  pair  of  yarn  {lockings,  and  3000 
waiftcoats  fuitable  for  the  feafon,  be 
immediately  purchafed  and  fent  to  the 
army,  under  the  command  of  General 
Schuyler,  to  be  fold  to  the  foldiers  at 
prime  coft,  including  charges  of 
carriage  and  five  per  cent,  to  the  de¬ 
puty  quarter  m after  general,  by  whom 
the  faid  goods  are  to  be  fold. 

Refoived,  That  thefe  goods  be 
fold  to  thofe  foldiers  only,  who  will 
re-enliftin  the  continental  army,  and 
to  the  new  recruits, 

E  '  Re- 
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Refolved,  That  as  much  duffels 
or  kerley,  as  will  make  three  hun¬ 
dred  watch  coats  be  purchafed  and 
fent  to  General  Schuyler,  with  nee¬ 
dles  and  thread,  to  be  made  into 
watch  coats,  and  that  thefe  be  charged 
to  the  continent,  and  kept  for  the 
life  of  the  out- fen  tries. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  purchafe  the 
foregoing  articles. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Alfop, 
Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  committee  ofinfpedtion  of 
the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia, 
for  thtir  afliftance  in  purchasing  the 
above  articles. 

The  committee  appointed  to  repair 
to  the  camp  at  Cambridge  being  re¬ 
turned,  made  a  farther  report  of  their 
proceedings,  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  Saturday  next  be 
afligned  for  taking  into  confideration 
the  report  of  the  committee,  and  the 
Hate  of  the  army  at  Cambridge. 

Refolvcd,  That  the  petition  of 
Mr.  Sears,  and  Mr.  Randall,  which 
was  referred  to  this  day,  be  pcflponed 
to  Monday  next. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  re¬ 
newed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday ,  November  3,  1773. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  conf  der¬ 
ation  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  New-IIampfliire  inftruttions. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  Provincial  Convention  ofNew- 
Hampfhire,  to  call  a  full  and  free  re- 
prefentation  of  the  people,  and  that 
the  representatives,  ir  they  think  it 
neceflary,  eitablilh  fuch  a  form  of 
government,  as  in  their  judgment 
will  beh  produce  the  happinefs  of  the 
people,  and  moll  effcdlualjy  fecure 
peace  and  gnoJ  cider  in  the  province, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  prelent 
diipute  between  Great-Britain  and 
the  Colonies. 

The  Congrefs  then  taking  into 
confideration  the  Hate  of  South- Caro¬ 


lina,  and  fundry  papers  relative  there¬ 
to  being  read  and  confidered. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
live  be  appointed  to  take  the  fame 
into  confideration,  and  report  what 
in  their  opinion  is  necefi'ary  to  be 
done. 

*■  d 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harri- 
fon,  Mr.  Bullock,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr, 
Chafe,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  there  is  due  to  William  Holliday, 
for  goods  and  provillons  furnifhed  by 
feveral  perfons  to  the  rifle  companies 
of  Virginia,  the  fum  of  £246  12  3 
Virginia  currency,  —  822  dollars  ; 
of  which  there  ought  to  be  charged 
to  Captain  Morgan,  the  fum  of 
£109  1  7I,  and  to  Captain  Steven- 
fon ,  the  fum  of  £  1 3  16  1 1 ,  and  the 
remainder  to  the  continent. 

To  Andrew  Banner,  for  goods  fur- 
nilhed  to  Captain  Creflop’s  company 
by  David  Mitchell,  the  fum  of 
£6y  4  6,  and  for  provillons  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Steven  ion’s  company,  the  fum 
of  £3  2  6,  the  lad  mentioned  fum 
to  be  charged  to  the  continent,  both 
amounting  to  187  T%  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts 
be  paid. 

rl  he  Congrefs  taking  into  confider¬ 
ation  the  recommendation  from  the 
Convention  of  New- Jerfey. 

Refolved,  That  the  lame  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

S  at  urday ,  Nov  cm  her  4 ,  1 7  7  5 . 

A  letter  from  General  Schuvler, 
dated  with  fundry  inclofed 

papers,  containing  an  account  of  the 
taking  of  Fort  Chambly,  being  re¬ 
ceived  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  th?  fame  be  refer¬ 
red  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
prepare  inflrudlions. 

Ordered,  '1  hat  General  Montgo¬ 
mery’s  letter,  and  the  articles  of  capi¬ 
tulation  be  publilhed  by  the  fecre- 
tary. 

The 
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The  committee  appointed  on  the 
differences  between  the  people  of  Pen- 
fylvania  and  Conne&icut,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  being  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  refer¬ 
red  to  Monday  next. 

On  motion  made,  The  Congrefs 
came  to  the  following  refolution. 

'i  he  Congrefs  confidering  that  the 
moil  perfect  union  between  all  the 
colonies,  is  effentially  neceffary  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  juft  rights  of 
North-America,  and  being  apprehen- 
hve  that  there  is  great  danger  of  hof- 
tilities  being  commenced,  at  or  near 
Wyoming,  between  the  inhabitants 
of  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  and 
thole  of  Connecticut. 

Refolved,  That  the  Affemblies  of 

the  faid  Colonies  be  reauefted  to  take 

± 

the  molt  fpeedy  and  effectual  fteps  to 
prevent  fuch  hoftilities. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  M£Kean  and 
Mr.  Deane,  wait  upon  the  Honorable 
Houfe  of  Affembly,  of  Pennfylvania, 
now  fitting,  with  a  copy  of  the  above 
refolution. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  faid 
refolution  be  tran  knitted.  by  exprefs 
to  the  magiftrates,  and  people  of 
Pennfylvania  and  Connecticut,  on 
the  waters  of  the  Sufquehannah. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confider- 
ation  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
conference. 

Refolved,  That  the  new  army  in¬ 
tended  to  lie  before  Bofton,  coniift  of 
20372  men,  officers  included. 

Refolved,  That  the  pay  of  the 
officers  and  priyates /(except  that  of 
the  captains,  lieutenants,  and  enfigns 
in  the  marching  regiments)  be  the 
fame  as  in  the  prefent  army. 

Refolved,  That  the  pay  of  a  cap¬ 
tain  in  the  marching  regiment  be, 
26J  dollars  per  calendar  month. 

That  the  pay  of  a  lieutenant  in 
ditto,  be  18  dollars  per  ditto. 

The  pay  of  an  eniign  in  ditto,  be 
1 3y  dollars  per  ditto. 

Refolved,  That  each  regiment 

coniift  of  7?8  men,  officers  included. 
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that  it  be  divided  into  eight  compa-r 
nies,  each  company  to  confift  of  one 
captain,  two  lieutenants,  one  eniign, 
four  ferjeants,  four  corporals,  two 
drums  or  files,  and  76  privates. 

Refolved,  That  a  ration  confift  of 
the  following  kind  and  quantity  of 
provifions  : 

lib.  beef,  or  -fib.  pork,  or  1  lb. 
fait  fiffi  per  day. 

lib.  bread  or  flour  per  day. 

3  pints  of  peafe  or  beans  per  week, 
or  vegetables  equivalent,  at  one  dol¬ 
lar  per  bufhel  for  peafe  or  beans. 

1  pint  milk  per  man  per  day,  or 
at  the  rate  of  —  of  a  dollar. 

1  half  pint  of  rice,  or  1  pint  of  In¬ 
dian  meal  per  man  per  week. 

1  quart  of  fpruce  beer  or  cyder  per 
man  per  day,  or  nine  gallons  of  mo- 
la  ffes  per  company  of  100  men  per 
week. 

31b.  candles  to  100  men  per  week 
for  guards. 
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aqlb.  foft  or  81b.  hard  foap  for 
100  men  per  week. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  feveral  affemblies  or  conventions 
of  the  colonies  refpeftively,  to  fet  and 
keep  their  gunfmiths  at  work,  to 
manufacture  good  firelocks,  with 
bayonets  ;  each  rirelock  to  be  made 
with  a  good  bridle  lock,  |  of  an  inch 
bore,  and  of  good  fubftance  at  the 
breech,  the  barrel  to  be  3  feet  8  inches 
in  length,  the  bayonet  to  be  18  inches 
in  the  blade,  with  a  fteel  ramrod,  the 
upper  loop  thereof  to  be  trumpet 
mouthed  :  that  the  price  to  be  given 
be  fixed  by  the  affembly  or  conven¬ 
tion,  or  committee  of  fafety  of  each 
Colony,  and  that  until  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  good  arms  can  be  manu¬ 
factured,  they  import  as  many  as  are 
wanted,  by  all  the  means  in  their 
power. 

Refolved,  That  the  good  arms  of 
fuch  foldiers  as  leave  the  fervice,  be 
retained  for  the  ufe  of  the  new  army, 
on  a  valuation  made  of  them. 

Refolved,  That  cloathing  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  new  army  by  the  con- 
E  2  tinent. 
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tinent,  and  paid  for,  by  lloppages 
out  of  tne  foldiers  wages,  at  iy  dollars 
per  month,  that  as  much  as  poffible 
of  the  cloth  for  this  purpofe  be  dyed 
brown,  and  the  diflin&ions  of  the  re¬ 
giments  made  in  the  faceings. 

That  a  man  who  brings  a  good 
new  blanket  into  the  camp,  be  al¬ 
lowed  two  dollars  therefor,  and  take 
it  away  at  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

Refolved,  That  in  order  to  fupply 
the  army  with  provifions,  the  com- 
miflary  general  be  diredled  to  caufe 
cattle  and  hogs  to  be  driven  at  pro¬ 
per  feafons  to  the  camp,  there  to  be 
Slaughtered  and  cured,  and  as  to  the 
articles  of  bread  and  flour,  that  he 
proceed  in  the  way  he  has  done  for 
dome  time  pafl. 

Refolved,  That  fuch  officers,  as 
Lave  ferved  in  the  prefen t  army  to 
approbation  and  are  willing  to  flay, 
be  preferred,  and  if  there  are  more 
of  thefe  than  are  neceflary  for  the 
new  army,  that  the  general  diflin- 
guifh  fuch  as  he  deems  befl  qualified. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  feveral  legiflatures  of  New- 
England  to  empower  the  general  to 
Imprefs  carriages,  veflels,  horfes,  and 
other  things  neceflary  at  a  reafonable 
rate,  for  the  tranfportation  or  march 
of  the  army,  or  any  part  of  it,  or  on 
any  other  emergency,  and  that  this 
power  may  be  deputed  in  writing  un¬ 
der  the  hand  of  the  general  to  the 
quarter-mafler-general,  or  to  any  in¬ 
ferior  officer,  who  are  to  be  account¬ 
able  for  any  abufe  thereof. 

Refolved,  That  the  general  be  di¬ 
rected  to  propofe  to  the  officers  now 
ferving  in  the  prelent  army,  that  they 
dignify  in  writing  as  foon  as  poffible, 
which  of  them  will  continue  to  ferve 
and  defend  their  country,  and  which 
of  them  will  retire,  and  that  fuch 
officers,  as  propofe  to  continue  in  the 
fervice  and  are  approved  by  the  ge¬ 
neral,  proceed  to  inlid  their  men  into 
the  continental  fervice,  upon  the  fame 
pay  and  allowance  of  provifions  as  is 
pow  given,  their  fervice  to  continue 
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to  the  lad  day  of  December,  i  yy&9 
fubjedl  to  be  difeharged  at  any  time 
by  the  Continental  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  if  upon  trial  the 
number  of  men  before  refolved  on 
cannot  be  railed  out  of  the  prefent 
army,  then  the  officers  appointed  for 
the  new  army  recruit  their  feveral 
regiments  and  companies  to  their  full 
complement,  and  in  cafe  the  necef- 
flty  of  the  fervice  requires  it,  that  the 
general  be  empowered  to  call  forth 
the  minute-men  or  militia  of  the 
Maflachufetts-Bay,  or  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  Colonies,  according  to  the  na¬ 
ture  and  exigence  of  the  fervice. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  feveral  legiflatures,  aflem- 
blies,  or  conventions  of  the  Colonies, 
to  enadt  a  law  or  pafs  an  ordinance, 
inflicling  the  following  pupiffiments 
upon  fuffi  as  harbour  deferters,  know¬ 
ing  them  to  be  fuch,  viz.  a  fine  upon 
all  fuch  offenders,  not  lefs  than  30 
nor  more  than  50  dollars,  and  in  cafe 
of  inability  to  pay  the  fine  to  be  pu- 
niffied  with  whipping,  not  exceeding 
39  lalhes  for  each  offence  :  alfo  that 
they  impower  the  commander  in 
chief,  or  the  officer  commanding  a 
detachment  or  any  out-pofl,  to  ad- 
minifler  an  oath,  and  fwear  any  per- 
foil  or  perfons  to  the  truth  of  any  in¬ 
formation  or  intelligence,  or  any  other 
matter  relative  to  the  public  fervice. 

Refolved,  (  hat  any  perfon,  who 
fliall  apprehend  a  deferter,  and  bring 
him  to  the  regiment  to  which  he  be¬ 
longs,  upon  certificate  thereof  by  the 
colonel  or  commanding  officer  ot  inch 
regiment,  fliall  be  intitled  to  receive 
five  dollars  and  all  reafonable  ex¬ 
pends  from  the  paymafler-geneial  or 
deputy  paymafier,  which  is  to  be  de¬ 
duced  from  the  pay  of  fuch  foldier. 

Refolved,  That  the  further  confi  - 
deration  of  the  report  be  referred  to 
Monday  next. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take 
into  confideration  the  fiate  of  South- 
Carolina,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  being  read, 

Refolved, 
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Refoived,  That  for  the  defence  of 
South-Carolina  there  be  kept  up  in 
that  Colony,  at  the  continental  ex- 
ence,  three  battalions  of  foot,  each 
attalion  to  confill  of  the  fame  number 
of  men  and  officers,  and  be  upon  the 
fame  pay,  and  under  the  fame  regu¬ 
lations  as  the  continental  army. 

Refoived,  That  for  the  defence  of 
the  colony  of  Georgia,  there  be  one 
battalion  kept  up  there  at  the  conti¬ 
nental  expence,  to  be  compofea  as 
the  battalions  of  South-Carolina. 

Refoived,  That  the  faid  troops  be 
inlifted  to  the "31ft  day  of  December, 
1776,  fubjeft  however  to  be  dil- 
charged  fooner  if  the  Continental 
Congrefs  fhali  think  proper. 

Refoived,  That  the  prefidcnt  lign 
•blank  commiffions,  and  that  the  con¬ 
ventions,  or  in  their  recefs,  the 
councils  of  fafety  for  South-Carolina 
and  Georgia  refpe&ively,  fill  them 
up  with  the  names  of  fuch  officers  as 
they  may  think  proper,  and  return  a 
lift  thereof  to  the  Congrefs. 

Refoived,  That  in  cafe  of  vacancy 
occafioned  by  the  death  or  removal  of 
a  colonel  or  inferior  officer,  the  faid 
conventions,  or  in  their  recefs,  the 
faid  councils  of  fafety  appoint  ano¬ 
ther  perfon  to  fill  up  fuch  vacancy 
until  a  commiffion  fhali  iffue  from 
the  Congrefs,  and  that  they  return 
to  the  Congrefs,  a  lift  of  the  names 
of  the  perfon  or  perfons  fo  appointed. 

Refoived,  That  the  officers  on  the 
continental  eftablifhment  fliall,  when 
a&ing  in  conjun&ion  with  officers  of 
equal  rank  on  the  provincial  eftablifh- 
raent,  take  command  of  the  latter, 
and  alfo  of  the  militia  ;  and  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  troops  on  the  provincial 
eftablifhment  fhali  when  atfting  in 
conjun&ion  with  officers  of  the  mili¬ 
tia  take  command  and  precedence  of 
the  latter  of  equal  rank,  notwith- 
ftanding  prior  dates  of  commiffions. 

Refoived,  That  if  the  convention, 
or  in  their  recefs,  the  council  of  fafety 
of  South-Carolina,  fliall  think  it  ex¬ 
pedient  for  the  fecurity  of  that  Colon  J 


to  feize  or  deftroy,  and  fhali  feize  or 
deftroy  any  fhip  or  veil'd  of  war,  this 
Congrefs  will  approve  of  fuch  pro¬ 
ceeding. 

Refoived,  That  the  town  of  Charles 
Town  ought  to  be  defended  againft 
any  attempts  that  may  be  made  to 
take  poftefiion  thereof  by  the  enemies 
of  America,  and  that  the  convention 
or  council  of  fafety  of  the  Colony  of 
South-Carolina  ought  to  purfue  fuch 
meafures,  as  to  them  fhali  feem  moll 
efficacious  for  that  purpofe,  and  that 
they  proceed  immediately  to  ere£t 
fuch  fortifications  and  batteries  in  or 
near  Charles-Town,  as  will  beft  con¬ 
duce  to  promote  its  fecurity,  the  ex- 
pcnce  to  be  paid  by  the  faid  Colony. 

Refoived,  That  if  the  convention 
of  South-Carolina  fhali  find  it  ne- 
cefiary  to  eftabiifh  a  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  in  that  Colony,  it  be  recom¬ 
mended  to  that  convention  to  call  a 
full  and  free  reprefentation  of  the 
people,  and  that  the  faid  reprefenta- 
tives,  if  they  think  it  neceffary,  efta¬ 
biifh  fuch  form  of  government  as  in 
their  judgment  will  bell  produce  the 
happinefs  of  the  people,  and  nioft 
effe&ually  fecure  peace  and  good  or¬ 
der  in  the  Colony,  during  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  prefen  t  diipute  be¬ 
tween  Great-Britain  and  the  Colo¬ 
nies. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday ,  November  6,  1 775. 

The  afiembly  of  Pennsylvania 
having  appointed  new  delegates,  the 
laid  delegates  produced  their  creden¬ 
tials,  which  were  read  and  approved, 
and  are  as  follows : 

“  In  jbffemlly ,  November  3,  1775. 

“  Reioived,  That  the  honourable 
John  Morton,  fpeaker,  John  Dick- 
in  (on,  Robert  Morris,  Benjamin 
Franklin,  Charles  Humphreys,  Ed¬ 
ward  Biddle,  Thomas  Wil  ing,  An¬ 
drew  Allen,  and  James  Wilfon,  be 
and  they  are  hereby  appointed  to 
ferve  as  reprefentatives  of  this  j.ro~ 
vines  in  the  Continental  Congrefs. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

C ha.  Moore,  Clk.  of  Aifembly.’* 
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Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
live  be  appointed  to  take  into  confi- 
cleration  the  fundry  letters  lately  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  convention  of  New- 
York,  and  the  flate  of  that  Colony, 
and  report  what  in  their  opinion  js 
neceffary  to  be  done. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Li- 
vingfton,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Harrifon, 
Mr.  Allen,  and  Mr.  Ward. 

The  Congrefs  reluming  the  conli- 
cieration  of  tiie  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  returned  from  the  camp,  and 
having  agreed  to  lundry  articles  there¬ 
in  contained,  and  come  to  fundry 
lefolutions. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecretary  digeft 
in  order  the  resolutions  of  the  Con¬ 
grefs,  as  far  as  they  have  gone  in  the 
report,  and  lay  the  fame  before  Con¬ 
grefs  to-morrow. 

Reiolved,  That  the  farther  confl- 
deration  of  the  report  be  referred  till 
to-morrow. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  examine  what  money 
remains  in  the  continental  treafury 
unapp.ied,  and  to  form  an  eilimate 
of  the  public  debts  already  incurred, 
and  which  will  become  due  on  the 
till  day  of  June  next. 

That  the  committee  confiH  of 
three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Nelfon, 
Mr.  Be  me,  and  Mr.  Cufhing. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due 

To  |ohn  Foibes  for  goods  and  ne- 
ceffaries  delivered  to  fcveral  rifle  com¬ 
panies,  the  fum  of  ^35  ij  10=94- 
dollars,  of  which  fum  Captain  Clug- 
gage  ought  to  be  chargt.d  with 
£6  2  10,  and  Captain  Chambers 
with  £\  10,  the  remainder  to  the 
continent,  that  this  is  to  be  paid  per 
order  to  11  lair  M'Clenaghan. 

To  jane  Allen,  the  fum  of £4.7  o  7 
and  to  Vendal  Lands  the  lum  of 
£ 2  o  o,  both  fum s  being  130]  dol¬ 
lars,  and  that  the  fame  be  paid  per 
order  to  Henry  Wifner,  Efq.  and 
charged  to  the  continent. 

To  Judah  Harbow  £7  12  4,  and 


to  Captain  Jackfon  £13  4  6,  for 
neceffaries  furnifhed  feveral  rifle  com¬ 
panies,  and  that  both  fums  be  paid 
per  order  to  Henry  Wifner,  Efq.  and 
charged  to  the  continent,  beinp  r 2.1 
dollars. 

ri  0  Andrew  Graff,  for  waggonage, 
the  fum  of  £27  2  6,  and  to  Chrifto- 
pher  Crawford  for  blankets,  the  fum 
of  £6  15,  both  which  fums  to  be 
paid  per  order  to  George  Graff,  and 
charged  to  the  continent,  being  00. 3 
dollars.  . . 

To  Richard  Backhoufe,  for  wag- 
gonage,  the  fum  of  /c  1 ,  being  1 

j  1,  °  J 

cloliars. 

rI  o  Miles  and  Wider,  by  fundry 
certificates,  £2 6  6  4=70.1  dollars, 
of  w  hich  £13  10  to-  be  charged  to 
Captain  Rice's  company,  and  £3  to 
Captain  Creffap’s  company,  the  re¬ 
mainder  to  the  continent. 

To  Frederick  Lein  bach,  by  fundry 
certificates,  £58  11  5,  =  156. 2  dol¬ 
lars,  of  which  13  6  to  be  charged 
to  Captain  Price,  £3  15  to  Captain 
Steven  ion,  £6  15  1  to  Commiffary 
Biddle,  until  it  appears  to  be  other- 
wife  accounted  for,  the  remainder  to 
the  continent,  to  be  paid  per  order  10 
George  Schloffer. 

To  John  Murrovv,  for  goods  deli¬ 
vered  to  Captain  Stevenfon,  £71  iS 
10,  to  be  paid  per  order  to  George 
Davis,  and  charged  to  laid  Steven¬ 
fon,  being  191.8  dollars. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  waggonage, 
£169  9  3  =  451.9  dollars. 

To  Timothy  Matlack  money  by 
him  paid  to  Jofeph  Brown,  an  ex- 
prefs  to  Cambridge,  £  1 7  4  1  = 
45.9  dollars. 

To  Jafpcr  Stines  and  Abraham 
Storm,  for  provifions  and  carriage 
furnidied  by  them  to  the  rifle  com¬ 
panies  ^14  9  2  New-York  currency 
36.1  dollars  to  be  paid  per  order  to 
)ohn  Alfop,  Efq.  1 

Ordered,  That  the  above  fums  be 
paid. 

Application  being  made  in  behalf 
of  the  Colony  of  North-Carolina,  for 
the  fum  of  3750  dollars,  in  part  of 
.  th$ 
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the  expence  incurred  for  railing  and 
equipping  1000  men  for  the  fupport 
of  the  affociation,  and  the  fafety  of 
that  Colony,  agreeable  to  the  refolve 
of  the  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid 
to  William  Hooper,  Jofeph  Hewes, 
and  John  Penn,  Efqrs.  and  charged 
to  the  Colony  of  North-Carolina,  by 
which  the  fame  is  to  be  accounted  for. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred  being  postponed,  and  the  order 
of  the  day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  i  o  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuefday,  Nocve?nber  7,  1775* 

A  letter  from  General  Wafhington, 
No.  iij  was  read. 

The  fecretary  having  digefled  in 
order  the  refolutions  palfed  by  Con¬ 
grefs  produced  the  fame,  which  be¬ 
ing  read  were  approved  as  follows. 

Refolved,  That  Do&or  Church  be 
elofe  confined  in  fome  fecure  gaol  in 
the  Colony  of  C'onneflicut,  without 
the  ufe  of  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and 
that  no  perfon  be  allowed  to  converfe 
with  h:m,  except  in  the  prefence  and 
hearing  of  a  magiftrate  of  the  town  or 
the  fheriff  of  the  county  where  he  fhall 
be  confined,  and  in  the  Englifh  lan¬ 
guage  until  farther  orders  from  this 
or  a  future  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  the  following  ad¬ 
ditions  and  alterations,  or  amend¬ 
ments  be  made  in  the  rules  and  regu¬ 
lations  of  the  continental  army. 

1.  All  perfons  convicted  of  holding 
a  treacherous  correspondence  with, 
or  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy, 
frail  fuffer  death  or  iuch  other  pu- 
nifhment  as  a  rrereral  court-martial 
fhall  think,  proper. 

2.  All  comrniliioned  officers  found 
guilty  by  a  general  court-martial  of 
any  fraud  or  embezzlement,  fhall 
forfeit  all  his  pay,  be  ipfo  fa  do  ca- 
fhiered,  and  deemed  unfit  for  further 
iervice  as  an  officer. 

3.  All  non-commiflioned  officers 
and  foldiers,  convicted  before  a  regi¬ 
mental  court-martial,  of  Healing, 
embezzling,  or  destroying  ammuni- 
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tion,  provifion,  tools,  or  any  thing 
belonging  to  the  public  Hores,  if  a 
non-co mmiffioned  officer,  to  be  re¬ 
duced  to  the  ranks,  and  punifhed 
with  whipping,  not  lefs  than  fifteen 
nor  more  than  thirty-nine  laihes,  at 
the  diferetion  of  the  court-martial,  if 
a  private  foldier,  with  the  fame  cor¬ 
poral  punifhment. 

4.  In  all  cafes  where  a  commif- 
fioned  officer  is  cafhiered  for  cowar¬ 
dice  or  fraud,  it  be  added  to  the  pu- 
nilhment  that  the  crime,  name,  place 
of  abode,  and  punifhment  of  the  de¬ 
linquent  be  publifhed  in  the  news¬ 
papers  in  and  about  the  camp,  and  of 
that  Colony  from  which  the  offender 
came  or  ufuaily  refides,  after  which 
it  fhall  be  deemed  fcandalous  for  any 
officer  to  affociate  with  him. 

5.  Any  officer  or  foldier,  who  fhall 
begin,  excite,  caufe  or  join  in  any 
mutiny  or  fedit.on,  in  the  regiment, 
troop,  or  company,  to  which  he  be¬ 
longs,  or  in  any  other  regiment, 
troop,  or  company  of  the  continen¬ 
tal  forces,  either  by  land  or  fea,  or 
in  any  party,  pod,  detachment,  or 
guard,  on  any  pretence  whatfoever, 
lhall  fiiffer  death,  or  fuch  other  pu- 
nifnment,  as  a  general  court-martial 
fhall  dire 61. 

7.  Whatfoever  ccmmiffioned  offi¬ 
cer  fhall  be  found  drunk  on  his  guard, 
party,  or  other  duty  under  aims,  he 
lhall  be  cafhiered  and  drummed  out 
of  the  army  with  infamy  ;  any  non- 
commiflioned  officer  or  foldier  fo  of¬ 
fending,  fhall  be  fentenced  to  be 
whipt,  not  lefs  than  twenty  nor  more 
than  thirty-nine  lafhes,  accoiding  to 
the  nature  of  the  offence. 

8.  Whatfoever  officer  or  foldier, 
placed  as  centinel,  {hall  be  found 
lleeping  upon  his  poft,  or  fhall  leave 
it  before  he  be  regularly  relieved,  if 
a  commiffioned  officer,  he  fhall  be 
cafhiered  and  drummed  out  of  the 
company  with  infamy ;  if  a  non- 
ccmmiflioned  officer  or  foldier,  he 
fhall  be  fentenced  to  be  whipped,  not 
lefs  than  twenty,  nor  more  than  thirty- 

nine 
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all  fliare  of  plunder  taken  from  the 


nine  hikes,  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  offence.  > 

9.  No  officer  or  foldier  lhal!  lie  out 
of  his  quarters  or  camp,  without  leave 
from  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
regiment,  upon  penalty,  if  an  offi¬ 
cer,  of  being  muldted  one  month’s 
pay  for  the  firft  offence,  and  cafhiered 
for  the  fecond  ;  if  a  non-commif- 
fioned  officer  or  foldier,  of  being  con¬ 
fined  feven  days  on  bread  and  water 
for  the  firfh  offence,  and  the  fame 
punifhment  and  forfeiture  of  a  week’s 
pay  for  the  fecond. 

10.  Whatsoever  officer  or  foldier 
fhall  milbehave  himfelf  before  the 
enemy,  or  fhamefully  abandon  any 
poll  committed  to  his  charge,  or  fhall 
fipeak  words  iaducing  others  to  do  the 
like,  he  fhall  fuffer  death. 

1 1.  All  public  ftores  taken  in  the 
enemy’s  camp,  or  magazines,  whe¬ 
ther  of  artillery,  ammunition,  cloath- 
ing,  or  provifions,  fhall  be  fecured  for 
the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies.  And 
all  commiffioned  officers  found  guilty 
by  a  general  court-martial  of  em¬ 
bezzling  the  fame,  or  any  of  them, 
fhall  forfeit  alfo  his  pay,  be  ipfo  fatto 
cafhiered,  and  deemed  unfit  for  fur¬ 
ther  fervice  as  an  officer  ;  and  all  non- 
commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers, 
convifted  before  a  regimental  court- 
martial,  of  healing  or  embezzling 
the  fame,  if  a  non-commiff oned  of¬ 
ficer,  fhall  be  reduced  to  the  ranks, 
and  punifhed  with  whipping,  not  lefs 
than  fifteen,  nor  more  than  thirty- 
nine  lafhes,  at  the  diferetion  of  the 
court-martial,  if  a  prvate  foldier, 
with  the  fame  punifhment. 

12.  If  any  officer  or  foldier  fnall 
leave  his  poll,  or  colours  in  time  of 
an  engagement,  to  go  in  fcarch  of 
plunuer,  lie  fhall,  if  a  ccmmiflioned 
officer,  be  cafhiered  and  dramm  al  out 
of  the  army  with  infaa.y,  and  forfeit 
all  fhare  of  plunder,  if  a  non-com- 
miflioned  offii er  01  foldier,  be  whip¬ 
ped,  not  left,  than  twenty,  nOi  more 
than  tliii ty-nine  la'hes,  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  offence,  and  forfeit 


enemy. 

13.  Every  officer  commanding  a 
regiment,  troop,  or  company,  fhall, 
upon  notice  given  to  him,  by  the 
commilTary  of  the  mufters,  or  from 
one-  of  his  deputies,  affemble  the  re¬ 
giment,  troop,  or  company,  under  his 
command,  in  the  moil  convenient 
place  for  their  being  muftered,  on  pe¬ 
nalty  of  being  cafhiered  and  mulled 
of  kis  pay. 

14.  At  every  mufter  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  of  each  regiment,  troop, 
or  company  there  prelent,  fhall  give 
to  the  commiflary  of  the  mufters  cer¬ 
tificates,  figned  by  himfelf,  fignify- 
ing,  how  long  fuch  officers,  non- 
com  miffioned  officers,  and  foldiers, 
who  fhall  not  appear  at  the  faid  muf¬ 
ter,  have  been  abfent,  and  the  reafon 
of  their  abfence,  which  reafons,  and  the 
time  of  their  abfence,  fhall  be  inferted 
in  the  mufter  rolls,  oppofite  to  the  names 
of  fuch  abfentees ;  and  the  furgeons 
or  their  mates  fhall,  at  the  fame  time, 
give  to  the  commiflary  Gf  mufters  a 
certificate,  figned  by  them,  fignify- 
ing  the  ftate  of  health  or  ficknefs  of 
thofe  under  their  care,  and  the  faid 
certificates  fhall,  together  with  the 
mufter  rolls,  be  by  the  faid  commif- 
fary  tranfmitted  to  the  general,  and 
to  this  or  any  future  Congrefs  of  the 
United  Colonies  or  committee,  ap¬ 
pointed  thereby,  within  twenty  days 
after  fuch  mufter  being  taken,  on  fail¬ 
ure  whereof  the  commiflary  io  offend¬ 
ing,  fhall  be  difeharged  from  the 
fervice. 

15.  Every  officer  who  fhall  be  con- 
viiftt  d  before  a  p-eneral  court-martial, 
of  h  iving  figned  a  falfe  certificate, 
relating  to  the  abfence  of  either  of¬ 
ficer,  non-com mifiioned  officer,  or 
p  ivate  foldier,  aft  \  every  furgeon  or 
mete,  convidled  of  figning  a  falfe 
certihcate,  relating  to  the  health  or 
ficknefs  of  thofe  under  his  care,  ihali 
be  cafhiered. 

16.  All  officers  and  foldiers,  who 
fhall  wilfully,  or  through  negligence* 

dufobey 
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difobey  any  general  or  fpeclal  orders, 
fhall  be  puniflied  at  the  difcretion  of 
a  regimental  court-martial,  where 
the  offence  is  againft  a  regimental 
order,  and  at  the  difcretion  of  a  ge¬ 
neral  court-martial,  where  the  of¬ 
fence  is  againit  an  order  given  from 
the  commander  in  chief,  or  the  com¬ 
manding  oificer  of  any  detachment  or 
poll,  and  fuch  general  court-martial 
can  be  had. 

Refolved,  That  thtfee  new  mem¬ 
bers  be  added  to  the  committee  for 
importing  arms,  ammunition,  &c. 
and  that  any  five  of  them  be  a  quo¬ 
rum. 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Bartlett,  and  Mr.  Bullock. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confi- 
deration  the  recommendation  for  field 
officers  of  the  New-Jerfey  battalions. 

Refolved,  That  the  Congrefs  will 
proceed  by  ballot  to  the  ele&ion  of 
the  faid  field  officers. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  exa¬ 
mined  ; 

Lord  Sterling  was  eletted  Colonel 

O 

of  the  firfl:  of  the  two  battalions, 

William  Wind,  Efq;  Lieutenant 
Colonel  of  ditto. 

William  De  Hart,  Efq;  Major  of 
ditto. 

William  Maxwell,  Efq;  Colonel 
of  the  fecond  of  ditto. 

Ifrael  Shreive,  Efq;  Lieutenant 
Colonel  of  ditto. 

David  Pvhea,  Efq;  Major  of  ditto. 

Mr.  Dickinfon  delivered  a  verbal 
meffage  from  the  AfTembly  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  refpefling  the  refolve  fent  to 
them  by  Mr.  Kean,  and  Mr.  Deane, 
defiring  to  know  on  what  evidence 
the  Congrefs  ground  the  apprehenfion 
therein  expreffed,  of  hoftilities  com¬ 
mencing,  at  or  near  Wyoming,  be¬ 
tween  the  inhabitants  of  the  Colony 
of  Pennfylvania  and  thofe  of  Con¬ 
necticut. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  re- 
'*  ferred  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take 


into  confederation  the  letters  from  the 
Convention  of  New-York,  and  the 
ftate  of  that  Colony,  brought  in  their 
report. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  re¬ 
ferred  till  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 
Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

W e chief d ay ,  November  8,  1775* 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
Mr.  Kirkland. 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Cuflhing, 
Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  Ward. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported* 
that  there  is*  due. 

To  Alexander  Klinger,  for  provi- 
fions  furniflied  to  Captain  Hendrick’s 
company  £q  10  and  to  Refina  Mour- 
er,  for  ferriage  9/2,  the  whole  to  be 
paid  per  order  to  Henry  Chrifl,  be¬ 
ing  26  5  dollars. 

To  George  Kungle,  for  provifions 
furniflied  to  Captain  Rofs’s  company, 
£4  16  ro,  zz  12.9  dollars. 

To  Henry  Valentine,  for  tran- 
feribing  writings  for  the  Congrefs, 
£3  18,  zz  10.4  dollars. 

To  Samuel  Bear,  for  provifions 
furniflied  to  feveral  companies,  £27 
15  7,  to  be  paid  per  order  to  Tho¬ 
mas  Compton  zz  74  dollars. 

To  fun  dries,  per  certificates  and 
accounts  forwarded  by  Lewis  Ogden, 
for  neceffaries  furniflied  Capt.  Rofs’s 
company,  and  for  a  guard  over  a  pow¬ 
der  waggon,  £d2  0  2  New-York 
currency,  to  be  paid  per  order  to 
George  Kennedy,  being  105  dollars. 

To  Henrv  Dearino-,  for  neceffiiries 
furniflied  to  Captain  Rofs  s  company, 
£6  17,  to  be  paid  per  order  to  John 
Biddle,  junior,  being  18.3  dollars. 

To  John  Jones,  for  ferriage  and 
provifions  for  Capt.  Rofs’s  company, 
£ 2 ,  zz  5.3  dollars,  j 

To  Matthias  Slough  per  certifi¬ 
cates,  for  provifions  furniflied  feveral 
rifle  companies,  £22  3  2  zz:  59*4 
dollars, 

To  fundries  per  certificates, .  fur- 
p  '  nifhed 
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nifhed  Captain  Rofs  company,  £23 
15  5,  New-York  currency,  to  be  paid 
per  order  to  59.4  dollars. 

Ordered  that  the  above  be  paid. 

The  congrefs  taking  into  confider- 
ation  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  New-York  letter.  &c. 

Refolved,  That  a  commander  with 
the  rank  of  a  colonel  be  appointed  to 
take  the  command  of  the  fortifications 
cr  fortrefies  on  Hudfon’s  river  in  the 
highlands. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  convention  of  New-York,  to 
impower  the  faid  commander  to  call 
together  and  command  200  men  of 
the  militia  of  Duchefs,  Orange,  and 
Ulfter  counties,  and  one  company  of 
artillery  from  the  city  of  New-York, 
who  fhall  be  Rationed  in  the  highlands 
until  relieved  by  the  company  of  ar¬ 
tillery,  directed  by  this  Congrefs  to 
be  raifed  in  the  city  of  New-York, 
and  fuch  other  continental  troops  as 
may  hereafter  be  directed  to  take  pof- 
feflion  of  the  fame. 

Pvefolved,  That  the  minute  men  or 
militia,  while  on  fervice,  be  main¬ 
tained  and  paid  at  the  fame  rate,  as 
the  relf  of  the  continental  forces. 

Refolved,  Thai  a  number  of  the 
militia  of  the  counties  of  Duchefs, 
Orange,  and  Ulfler^  be  formed  into 
independent  companies,  under  the 
direction  of  the  commander  of  the 
laid  fortrefies,  and  fn  cafe  of  alarm, 
be  directed  to  repair  to  the  feveral 
Nations  in  the  highlands,  which,  in 
order  to  prevent  confefion,  fhould  be 
immediately  afigned  them. 

Refolved,  That  the  troops,  which 
fhall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  directed 
to  garrifon  the  fortreffes  in  the  high¬ 
lands,  be  put  under  the  directions  of 
the  commander  of  the  fortrefies, 
.except  when  headed  by  a  general 
officer. 

Refolved,  That  the  d  o  uty-com- 
mifiary  general  be  diredled  to  provide 
.fufi  cient  provifion  for  one  thouiand 
men  for  one  month,  and  keep  that 
quantity  in  ilock. 
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Refolved,  That  the  powder  fent 
from  this  place  to  General  Schuyler 
be  remanded,  if  it  can  be  any  way 
fpared,  and  left  at  the  fortrefies  in  the 
highlands. 

Refolved,  That  the  bills  of  fa!e, 
for  the  vefiels  ordered  to  be  purchased, 
be  made  to  the  continental  treafurers, 
or  thole  who  fhall  fucceed  them  in 
that  office,  in  trull  neverthelefs  for  the 
ufe  of  the  continent,  or  their  repre- 
lentatives,  in  Congrefs  met. 

Refolved,  That  the  appointment 
of  a  commander  or  the  fortreffes  on 
Hudfon’s  river  be  deferred  till  'to- '* 
morrow. 

Mr.  Dyer  having,  on  account  of 
indifpofition,  defir ed  to  be  excufed 
from  going  to  the  northward,  the 
Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
another  in  his  fiead,  and  Mr.  R< 
Livingfion  was  choien. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  draught  of  inilrublions,  re¬ 
ported  the  fame,  which  being  read, 
and  debated  by  paragraphs,  were 
agreed  to  as  follows  : 

ItjlruSions  to  R.  R.  Livingfion ,  Ro¬ 
bert  Threat  Paine,  and  j.  Langdon , 

Ej  quires. 

ic  Gentlemen, 

“  The  Congrefs  expebl  that  you 
repair  with  as  much  dilpatch,  as  the 
necefiarv'  preparations  for  your  jour¬ 
ney  will  admit,  to  d  iconderoga,  in 
order  to  confult  with  Gen.  Schuyler 
what  number  of  forces  will  be  necef- 
fary  in  Canada,  and  of  the  befl  and 
mofi  efficacious  method  fb r  procuring, 
or  continuing  fuch  forces  in  the  north¬ 
ern  departm  nt  during  the  enfuing 
winter,  of  engaging  the  inhabitants 
of  the  C  olony  of  Canada  to  accede  to 
the  affiliation  of  the  United  Colo¬ 
nies,  and  of  protecting  them  for  the 
future  againll  their  and  our  enemies'. 

“  If,  upon  fuch  a  conference,  it 
fhall  be  judged  neceiiaiy,  you  are 
authorized  to  direbt  M.  .Livingfion, 
the  Deputy  Commifi'ary  General,  to 
furnifh  the  necefiary  provifions  for  an 

army 


(  3 

ar,niy  of  three  thoufahd  men  for  fix 
months. 

You  are  to  make  ufe  of  every 
argument,  to  induce  the  officers  and 
foldiers  to  re*  in  lift,  or  at  leaft  to  flay 
until  they  can  be  relieved,  and  to  af- 
fure  them,  that  the  Congrefs  have 
taken  care  to  fupply  them  with  pro¬ 
per  cloathihg. 

<c  You  are  to  dired  the  fortreffes 
at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown-Point  to 
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be  put  into  fuch  a  poll  tire  of  defence, 
as  the  t  ftate,  of  our  affairs  may  re¬ 
quire. 

<£  You  are  to  advife  the  General 
to  purchafe  of  fuch  officers  and  fol¬ 
diers,  who  have  arms  and  are  Pick, 
their  arms  for  the  ufe  of  thofe,  who 
have  none  or  bad  ones  and  are  well. 

“  If  there  fhould  be  occafion  of  re¬ 
inforcements,  you  are  empowered,  in 
concert  with  General  Schuyler,  to 
raife  any  number  that  can  be  procured 
in  Canada,  New-York,  or  any  of  the 
New  -En gland  governments,  in  order 
to  pofiefs  themfelves  of  Montreal  and 
Quebec. 

£<  The  Congrefs  defire  you,  to  ex¬ 
ert  your  utmoft  endeavours  to  induce 
the  Canadians  to  accede  to  a  union 
with  thefe  Colonies,  and  that  they 
form  from  their  feveral  parifhes  a 
Provincial  Convention,  and  fend  de¬ 
legates  to  this  Congrefs.  And  as  in 
the  present  unfettled  ftate  of  that, 
country  a  regular  election  can  hardly 
be  expe&ed,  the  Congrefs  will  ac- 
quiefce  in  the  choice  of  fuch  parifhes 
and  diftri&s,  as  are  willing  to  join 
us. 

<f  You  may,  and  are  hereby  em¬ 
powered  to  allure  them,  that  we  ffiall 
hold  their  rights  as  dear  as  our  own, 
and  on  their  union  with  us,  exert  our 
utmoft  endeavours  to  obtain  for  them 
and  their  pofterity  the  bleffings  of  a 
free  government,  and  that  fecurity  to 
their  perfons  and  property,  which 
is  derived  from  the  Britiih  conftitu- 
tion. 

fC  And  you  may,  and  are  hereby 
empowered  further  to  declare,  that  we 
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hold  facred  the  rights  of  conference, 
and  ffiiall  never  rnoleft  them  in  the 
free  enjoyment  or  their  religion. 

<c  In  cafe  General  Schuyler  has  not 
yet  raifed  the  regiment  recommended 
to  him  to  be  raifed  in  Canada,  or  in 
cafe  he  cannot  proceed  to  Canada, 
you  are  to  ufe  all  the  means  in  your 
power  to  perfect  the  railing  of  a  re¬ 
giment  of  Canadians,  to  join  the 
continental  forces,  and  you  are,  for 
that  purpofe,  to  take  with  you  blank 
corn  millions,  which,  taking  the  ad- 
vice  of  the  general  officers  in  that  de¬ 
partment,  you  are  to  fill  up  with  the 
names  of  fuch  perfons,  as  have  the 
nioft  merit  and  beft  qualifications  for 
the  Per  vice. 

“  Congrefs  direCt  you  to  acquaint  * 
.General  Schuyler,  that  they  approve 
of  his  appointment  of  Capt.  Dimon, 
to  be  a  Brigade  Major,  and  have  or¬ 
dered  him  a  com  million  accordingly. 

“  The  Congrefs  moreover  are  de^ 
fircus  that  you  fhould  take  an  accurate 
view  of  the  ftate  of  our  fortifications 
upon  Hudfon’s  river,  and  make  a  re¬ 
port  of  it  as  foon  as  it  can  conveni¬ 
ently  be  done. 

<c  You  are  to  direCl  that  all  fuch 
cannon  and  military  ftores  as  fhall 
not  be  wanted  in  Canada,  or  in  the 
fortifications  on  the  lakes  to  be  fent 
to  Albanv,  there  to  remain  until  the 
Congrefs  give  farther  directions  con¬ 
cerning  them,  and  for  this  purpofe 
you  are  herewith  furnifhed  with  a  lift 
of  the  ordnance  and  military  ftores, 
which  were  at  thofe  places  when, 
taken. 

<c  You  are  to  inform  the  general 
that  the  pay  of  feme  of  the  officers 
is  raifed,  and  to  take  with  you  from 
the  minutes,  the  additional  eftablifh- 
ment. 

You  are  to  direCl  all  fuch  officers 
and  foldiers  as  fhall  re-inlift  to  be  paid 
all  arrears  that  may  be  due  to  them 
according  to  the  rolls  to  be  fent  by 
Governor  Trumbull,  who  in  the  mean 
time  will  be  requefted  by  Congrefs  to 
fend  the  rolls  to  the  general  aicer- 
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tabling  how  long  the  men  have  been 
in  fervice. 

1  he  difpofition  of  the  prifoners  is 
approved  of  by  the  Congrefs,  but  the 
officers  are  not  permitted  to  relide  in 
or  near  any  lea-port. 

“  You  are  authorized  to  allure  Ma¬ 
jor  Brown  and  Major  Livingfton,  that 
Congrefs  have  a  juft  fenfe  of  their  im¬ 
portant  lervices,  and  will  take  the 
Brft  proper  opportunity  to  reward 
them. 

You  are  alfo  to  acquaint  the  ge¬ 
neral  ,  that  General  Montgomery’s 
jequeft  as  to  the  pay  of  the  company 
of  artidery  by  him  appointed  is  com¬ 
plied  with. 

A  committee  will  be  appointed 
to  procure  as  much  hard  money  as 
will  be  neceftary  to  be  tranfmitted  to 
the  deputy  pay-mafter  general  in  the 
northern  army,  to  be  uled  in  Canada. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  make  an  eftimate.  & c.  be 
authorifed  to  contract  for  the  making 
proper  paper  for  a  future  emiftion  of 
paper  bills  of  credit. 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  draw 
an  order  on  the  treafurers  for  the  fum 
of  3000  dollars,  in  favour  of  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania, 
agreeable  to  the  requeft  of  the  ho¬ 
nourable  the  aflembly,  towards  the 
expence  of  the  battalion  ordered  to 
be  railed  in  faid  Colony. 

Refolved,  That  all  letters  to  and 
from  the  delegates  of  the  United 
Colonies,  during  the  lellions  of  Con¬ 
grefs,  pafs  and  »e  carried  free  of 
poflage,  the  members  having  en¬ 
gaged  upon  honour  not-  to  frank  or 
enclofe  any  letters  but  their  own. 

Ordered,  That  this  be  publifhed. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  trealurers  1  or  tjie  lum  of  twen¬ 
ty  thoufand  dollars  in  favour  of  Fran¬ 
cis  Lewis  and  Roger  Sherman,  Efqrs. 
to  enable  them  to  pay  for  the  cloath- 
jng  they  were  ordered  to  purchafe. 

The  matters  to  thL  day  referred 
being  poftponed,  and  the  order  of 
fhs  day  renewed. 


Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow* 

Y burjday ,  November  9,  1775. 

A  letter  from  the  agents  refpedling 
the  delivery  of  the  petition  and  the 
reception  it  met  with,  was  read. 

Ordered,  I  hat  the  fecretary  pub- 
lilh  the  fubftance  of  faid  letter. 

Relolved,  That  the  appointment 
of  a  commander  of  the  faid  fortreffes 
be  poftponed  to  Wednefday  next,  and 
that  Captain  John  Hanlon  take  and 
keep  the  command  of  the  faid  for- 
treftes  and  the  troops  there,  until'the 
Congrefs  fhall  appoint  a  commander. 

On  application  made  by  the  dele¬ 
gates  of  Georgia. 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  draw 
an  order  on  the  treafurers  in  favour 
of  the  delegates  of  that  Colony,  for 
the  fum  of  live  thoufand  dollars,  to¬ 
wards  the  expence  ot  the  battalion  or¬ 
dered  to  be  railed  there,  the  faid  Co¬ 
lony  to  account  for  the  fame. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  the  petition  from  fome  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Nova-Scotia  brought  in  their 
report,  and  the-  fame  being  taken  in¬ 
to  coniideratiori  and  debated,  was 
poftponed  for  further  debate  till  to¬ 
morrow. 

ft  he  order  of  the  day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 
Friday ,  November  1  o ,  1773. 

Relolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers  for  1000  dollars  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Paine, 
and  Mr.  Langdon,  the  committee 
appointed  to  rena  r  to  the  northward, 

Refolved,  That  the  goods  bought 
for  the  northern  army  be  lent  by 
land  to  Dob’s  ferry,  and  that  the  pre¬ 
fident  write  to  the  convention  of  New- 
York,  and  defire  them  to  have  a  vef- 
fel  ready  to  take  in  the  faid  goods, 
and  tranfport  thejn  immediately  to 
Albany. 

Relolved,  That  the  medicines  pur- 
chafed  in  this  city  for  the  army  at 
Cambridge  be  fent  thither  by  land. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  ilate  cf 
the  Colony  of  Virginia,  to  confider 

whether 
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whether  any,  and  what  provifions 
may  be  neceffary  for  its  defence,  and 
to  report  the  fame  to  Congrefs. 

That  the  committee  con  fill  of 
live. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S. 
Adams,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Wilfon, 
Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  John  Ion. 

Refolved,  that  all  letters  to  and 
from  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
continental  army,  or  the  chief  com¬ 
mander  in  the  army  in  the  northern, 
department,  pafs  and  be  carried  free 
of  polfage. 

Refolved,  That  the  commander  of 
the  New-Jerfey  battalions  be  directed 
to  march  fix  companies  of  faid  bat¬ 
talions  as  foon  as  they  are  compleat- 
ed,  to  garrifon  the  fort  on  Hudlon's 
river,  in  the  highlands,  in  the  Colo¬ 
ny  of  New- York. 

Refolved,  That  there  be  paid  to 
John  Wendall,  the  exprefs  from  Al¬ 
bany,  who  has  been  detained  twelve 
days  by  order  of  Congrefs,  the  fiim 
of  16  dollars  for  the  time  he  has  been 
detained. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of  the  de¬ 
legates  of  New- jerfey,  for  5000  dol¬ 
lars  towards  the  expence  of  the  bat¬ 
talion  ordered  to  be  railed  in  that 
Colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  of 
Penniyivania  call  on  the  gentlemen 
appointed  to  fign  the  continental 
bills,  and  requeit  them  with  all  poi- 
fible  expedition  to  compleat  that  bu- 
fmefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  conr 
fider  farther  ways  and  means  of  pro¬ 
moting  the  manufacture  of  falt-petre, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  wao 
read  in  thefe  words. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that 
fkilful  perfons  fent  to  Virginia,  and 
employed  there  in  a  public  falt-petre 
work  under  the  infpe&ion  of  gen¬ 
tlemen,  who  will  fuperinted  it,  m ay 
with  fufficiept  affiftance  produce  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  that  article, 
#nd  that  a  farther  fupply  of  it  may  be 
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procured  from  the  other  Colonies* 
if  the  affemblies,  conventions,  and 
councils  of  fafety  will  appoint  pro-* 
per  perfons  in  their  refpe&iveColo^ 
nies,  whofe  bufinefs  it  fhall  be  to  em¬ 
ploy  and  fet  to  work  fuch  and  io  ma¬ 
ny  of  their  countrymen,  as  they  fhall 
judge  fit  to  collect  earth,  from  which 
nitrous  fait  may  be  exfraded,  and  to 
manufacture  it  into  falt-petre. 

The  Congrefs' taking  into  confi- 
deration  the  laid  report, 

Refolved,  That  Richard  Bland, 
Peter  Poythrefs,  John  Banniiter, 
John  Buffin,  Archibald  Cary,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Watkins,  John  Tabb,  Rich¬ 
ard  Adams,  Richard  Randolph,  and 
Theodoric  Bland  the  younger  Efqrs. 
or  any  five  or  more  dr  them  be  de-* 
fired  and  empowered  to  agree  with 
the  proprietors  of  the  public  ware- 
houfes,  and  of  other  places  impreg¬ 
nated  with  nitre,  in  the  counties  of 
Prince-George,  Dinwiddie,  Chefter- 
field,  and  Henrico  ;  Carter  Braxton, 
John  Syme,  Burwell  BafTet,  Bar- 
tholemew  Dar.dridge,  William  Ay-* 
lett,  George  Brook,  George  Lyne, 
and  George  Webb,  Efqrs.  or  any 
five  or  more  of  them,  with  fuch  pro> 
prietors  in  the  county  of  Hanover, 
New  Kent,  King  William,  and  King 
and  Queen  ;  Edmund  Pendleton, 
James  Taylor,  Gecrpe  Stubblefield, 
Mann  Page  the  younger,  Jofeph 
Jones,  William  Fitzhugh,  of  Somer¬ 
set,  and  Fielding  Lewis,  Efqrs.  or 
any  four  or  more  of  them,  with  fuch 
proprietors  in  the  counties  of  Caroli¬ 
na,  Spotfylvania,  and  King  George  ; 
and  Charles  Carter,  of  Stafford, 
Thomas  Ludwell  Lee,  Henry  Lee, 
Thomas  Blackburn,  Charles  Bread- 
water,  and  George  Mafon,  Efqrs. 
or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  with 
fuch  proprietors  in  the  county  of  Staf¬ 
ford,  Prince  William  and  Fairfax, 
in  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  to  pur- 
chale  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Co* 
lonies  all  the  falt-petre,  which  may 
within  twelve  calendar  months  be 
produced  from  the  floors  and  yards  of 
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the  warehoufes  and  other  places,  un¬ 
der  the  management  of  fuch  perfons 
as  the  CongreYs  fhail  appoint  for  that 
purpofe,  and  to  pay  to  the  owner 
of  the  foil  if  they  will  manufacture  it 
at  their  own  expence,  after  the 
rate  of  two  fifths  of  a  dollar  for  every 
pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  clean 
pure  and  neat  falt-petre  delivered  to 
the  gentlemen  above  named,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  to 
hire  labourers,  and  provide  the  ne- 
cefiary  apparatus  to  be  employed  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  the  laid  managers 
in  the  foil  of  fuch  perfons,  as  lhall 
not  chufc  to  adventure  in  the  bufinefs 
themfelves,  paying  to  the  owners  if 
they  require  fatisfaClion  what  they 
fhail  be  willing  to  take,  fo  that  it  do 
not  exceed  one  forty-fifth  part  of  a 
dollar  for  every  pound  weight  avoir¬ 
dupois  of  falt-petre  of  the  like  quali¬ 
ty,  in  both  which  cafes  the  Congrefs 
will  make  good  the  contracts,  and 
will  pay  all  luch  expences  as  fhail  be 
incur  red  by  the  gentlemen  defired  to 
fuperinteni  the  operation,  on  whole 
ieal,  influence  and  abilities  to  pro¬ 
cure  with  all  convenient  expedition, 
a  large  quantity  of  this  article  10  ne- 
Ceffary  for  the  defence  of  their  coun¬ 
try,  and  thereby  render  it  a  very  im¬ 
portant  fervice,  and  by  their  example 
and  activity  to  forward  and  encourage 
this  uleful  work,  the  Congrefs  rely 
with  confidence. 

Refoived,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  afifemblies,  conventions,  and 
committees  of  fafety  of  the  1  hirteen 
United  Colonics  to  appoint  certain 
perfons  within  each  of  the  laid  Colo¬ 
nies,  whofe  bufinefs  it  fhail  be  to  em¬ 
ploy,  and  let  to  work  fo  many  perfons 
as  they  may  think  proper,  both  to 
work  up  fuch  earth  as  is  now  fic  for 
making  falt-pacre,  and  to  collect  to« 
o-ether  and  place  in  Lc<t  i  or  wafts  un¬ 
der  (lied s,  all  fuch  earth  and  compo¬ 
sition  of  materials  as  are  fuitabie  to 
produce  falt-petre,  after  being  duly 
expofed  to  the  air,  in  order  to  en- 
creafe  the  produce  of  it,  and  tnat  tne 
delegates  of  the  refpeCUve  Colonies  be 
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direCled  to  fend  this  refolution,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  refolution  of  laft  fef- 
iions  refpeCting  falt-petre  to  their 
refpeClive  Colonies,  and  caufe  them 
to  be  printed  and  made  public  there. 

Refoived,  That  two  battalions  cf 
marines  be  raifed,  confiiding  of  one 
colonel,  tv/o  lieutenant  colonels,  two 
majors,  and  other  officers  as  ufual 
in  other  regiments  ;  that  they  confifl 
of  an  equal  number  of  privates  with 
other  battalions ;  that  particular  care 
be  taken,  that  no  perfons  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  offices,  or  infilled  into  laid 
battalions,  but  fuch  as  are  good  fca- 
men,  or  fo  acquainted  with  maritime 
affairs  as  to  be  able  to  lerve  to  advan¬ 
tage  by  fea  when  required  :  that  they 
be  infilled  and  commifiioned  to  ferve 
for  and  during  the  prefen t  war  be¬ 
tween  Great-Britain  and  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  unlefs  difmiffed  by  order  of 
Congrefs ;  that  they  be  dillinguilhed 
by  the  names  of  the  fir  ft  and  fecond 
battalions  cf  American  marines,  and 
that  they  be  confidered  as  part  of  the 
number,  which  the  continental  army 
before  Boilon  is  ordered  to  eon  lift  oft 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above 
be  tranfmitted  to  the  general. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  re¬ 
newed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  November  11,  1775* 

Refoived,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  luch  proprietors  of  tobacco  ware¬ 
houfes,  and  tobacco  houfes  in  Virgi 
nia  and  Maryland,  as  cannot  fpeedi- 
ly  have  the  eauh  of  the  floors  of  their 
houfes  worked  for  falt-petre,  that 
they  caule  thole  floors  to  be  loon  dug 
up  and  left  fine,  lcofe  and  fight,  at 
lead  fix  inches  deep,  differing  the  to¬ 
bacco  ftalks  and  trafhy  leaves  to  be 
fpread- thereon,  and  leaving  the  doors 
open,  efpecially  in  dry  weather,  as 
often  as  convenience  will  permit, 
whereby  the  foil  will  be  much  the 
more  impregnated  with  nitrous  par¬ 
ticles,  the  manufacture  of  falt-petre 
facilitated,  and  the  quantity .  thereof 
greatly  increafed* 


Two 
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Two,  petitions,  one  from  Charles 
Wharton,  the  other  from  James  Long¬ 
head,  each  praying  to  be  appointed 
commiftary  to  the  battalions  railing 
in  this  Colony,  were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved/,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  con  trad;  with 
Inch  per, bn  or  perlbns  as  will  under¬ 
take  at  the  cheapell  rate,  to  fupply 
fuch  continental  troops  as  are  or  may 
be  in  the  barracks  at  Philadelphia 
during  their  ftay  there,  with  the  ra¬ 
tions  allowed  by  this  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch, 
Mr.  Lewis,  and  .Mr.  Allen. 

Refolved,  That  the  recruiting  of¬ 
ficers  in  Pennfyl vania  fend  the  re¬ 
cruits  they  may  inlift  as  foon  as 
railed,  to  the  barracks  in  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

A  Letter  from  Volkerck  P.  Douw, 
Efq;  dated  6th  inft.  was  lead. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  take  into  conlideration 
the  foregoing  letter,  and  the  minutes 
of  the  treaty  held  with  the  Indians 
at  Albany,  by  the  Indian  commif- 
fioners  of  the  northern  department, 
and  report  thereon. 

That  the  committee  conftfrof  Rve. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr. 
Deane,  and  Mr.  Cufhing. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  proceed  to  Ticonderoga 
and  Canada,  be  directed  to  confer 
with  the  generals  commanding  in 
that  department,  on  the  propriety  of 
fending  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the 
army  under  their  command,  with 
proper  artillery  and  ammunition  to 
Quebec,  in  order  to  fecond  Colonel 
Arnold’s  expedition,  or  to  renew  the 
attempt,  fhould  his  have  failed,  and 
do  give  directions  accordingly. 

Refolved,  That  the  fortifications  of 
Quebec,  in  cafe  it  comes  into  our 
hands,  be  repaired  and  furnifhed 
with  fuch  provisions,  arms,  ammuni¬ 
tion  and  artillery  as  may  be  neceftary 
for  its  fecurity. 
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Refolved,  That  in  cafe  any  one 
of  the  foregoing  committee  be  difabled 
or  prevented  from  proceeding,  the 
other  two  have  full  power  to  proceed 
and  tranfadt  the  bufinefs  intruded  to 
them. 

The  committee  appointed  to  con¬ 
fer  with  Mr.  Kirkland,  brought  in 
their  report,  whereupon, 

Reiolved,  That  1 13  dollars  be  paid 
to  the  Reverend  Samuel  Kirkland,  for 
his  pail  fervices,  out  of  the  continen¬ 
tal  treafury. 

Reiolved,  That  for  the  propaga¬ 
tion  of  the  gofpel  amongft  the  In¬ 
dians,  and  conciliating  their  affections 
to  the  United  Colonies,  and  thereby 
preserving  their  friendlhip  and  neu¬ 
trality,  Mr.  Kirkland  be  continued* 
in  his  million  amongft  them,  and  that 
for  thofe  important  purpofes  I e  be  al¬ 
lowed  and  paid  out  of  the  continental 
treafury,.  for  the  fupport  of  himfelf 
and  family  the  enluing  year,  fix ty— 

.  five  pounds  fterling,  or  288.9  dollars* 
and  that  fixty  pounds  fterling,  or 
266.6  dollars  be  advanced  to  him,  to 
oe  by  him  dilpofed  of  in  fuch  manner 
as  may  beft  promote  the  happinels 
of  the  Indians,  and  attach  them  to 
thefe  Colonies. 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confi- 
deration  of  the  report  be  poftponed 
until  the  committee  to  whom  Mr. 
Bouw’s  letter,  and  the  minutes  of  the 
late  treaty  are  referred  fhall  have  made 
their  report. 

Reiolved,  That  3000  tin  cartoucli 
boxes  be  made  and  lent  to  the  camp, 
or  if  tin  fufficient  to  make  them  can  be 
procured  that  it  be  fent. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  of 
Pennfylvania  execute  this. 

Reiolved,  1  hat  the  falt-petre  com¬ 
mittee  be  empowered  to  enter  into 
a  contradl  with  the  perfons,  who  of¬ 
fer  to  go  to  Virginia  on  this  bufinefs. 

Refolved,  That  50,000.  dollars  bo 
fent  to  the  pay-m after  general,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  army  in  the  Maftachufett’s- 
Bay. 

That  50,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the 

con- 
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convention  of  New- York,  to  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  by  faid  convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  of 
Pennfylvania  be  a  committee,  to 
count  and  forward  the  laid  fums  under 
a  guard. 

Refolved,  That  the  guard  do  not 
exceed  three  or  two  of  light  horfe,  and 
a  fervant. 

Two  petitions,  one  from  Murray, 
Sanfom  and  others,  and  the  otiier 
from  Jafper  Griffing,  were  read. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  foregoing  petitions,  and 
report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch, 
Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Johnfon. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  re¬ 
newed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday ,  November  13,  1775* 

A  letter  from  General  Wafhington, 
with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  was 
read. 

Ordered.  That  the  rules  and  rega: 
tions  be  republilhed,  with  the  addi¬ 
tions  and  alterations  lately  made. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  decla¬ 
ration  in  anfsver  to  fundry  illegal  mi- 
nifterial  proclamations  that  have  late¬ 
ly  appeared  in  America. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H. 
Lee,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  W  . 
Livingfton. 

Refolved,  That  Thurfday  the  23d 
in  ft.  be  affigned  for  eleaing  a  briga¬ 
dier  general. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred  being  poftponed,  and  tnc  older 
of  the  day  renewed,  adjourned  to  10 
o’clock  to-morrow,  and  from  thence 
to  10  o’clock  on  Wednefdav. 

IVedne.fday ,  November  15,  1 77 5 • 

An  exprefs  having  arrived  with  an 
account  of  the  furrender  of  fort  St. 
John’s,  the  letters  from  General 
Schuyler  and  General  Montgomciy, 
were  read. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  542 
dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treHiUieis, 


in  favour  of  Captain  Thomas  Price* 
on  account  of  his  rifle  company,  he 
to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  peti¬ 
tions  from  Jafper  Griffing  and  Mur¬ 
ray,  Sanfom  and  company,  and  others, 
were,  referred,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Your  committee  on  the  memorial 
cf  jafper  Griffing  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  examination  of  the  fa£ls, 
fet  forth  in  that  memorial,  ought  to 
be  referred  to  the  committee  of  ob- 
fervation  for  Guilford,  and  that  the 
fame  being  fufficiently  proved,  the' 
fchooner  Betfy  mentioned  in  faid  me¬ 
morial  ought  to  be  permitted  to  pro¬ 
ceed  on  her  voyage  with  the  cargo 
purchafed  and  provided  for  her  be¬ 
fore  the  1  oth  day  of  September  laft, 
the  m after  and  owner  of  the  veffel 
previoufly  making  oath*  that  they 
will  ufe  their  bell;  and  utrrioft  endea¬ 
vours,  that  the  faid  cargo  ill  all  be 
landed  in  fome  foreign  port. 

On  the  memorial  of  Murray,  San¬ 
fom  and  company,  Jacob  Watfon, 
and  Frederick  P^hinelander,  of  the 
citv  of  New- York,  your  committee 
having  examined  as  far  as  they  could 
into  the  conduft  of  the  parties  con¬ 
cerned,  find  no  ground  to  fufpedt, 
that  the  owners  of  the  cargo  intended 
it  fhoiild  be  landed  or  difpofed  in  any 
other  manner  than  fet  forth  in  the 
faid  memorial,  but  your  committee 
think  there  is  juft  ground  to  fufpeft, 
that  William  Barron,  the  mailer  of 
the.  (hip  Peggy,  would  not  be  very 
folicitous  toVeventtlie  carg°>  which 
might  be  ufeful  to  the  minifterial  ar¬ 
my,  from  falling  into  the  pofleffioii 
of  the  men  of  war,  he  having  been 
before  taken  in  the  fame  lbip,  in 
Rhode  Ifland,  with  a  cargo  front 
Chcfeapeak-bay,  for  Europe,  nor  can 
your  committee  approve  the  conduct 
of  the  owner  of  the  {hip  who  conti¬ 
nued  the  captain  afterwards. 

Your  committee  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  another  mafter  ought  to 

be  appointed  to  the  laid  ffiip,  who 
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/hall  be  approved  by  the  committee 
of  Norwich,  and  that  the  time  of  her 
failing,  as  well  as  her  trad  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  that  committee,  and  the 
mailer  fvvorn  to  life  his  belt  endeavors 
to  prevent  the  faid  fnip  falling  into 
the  pofleffion  of  any  man  of  war  or 
cutter,  and  to  purfue  as  far  as  he  can 
the  orders  of  the  faid  committee  in 
navigating  the  faid  Ihip,  on  which 
terms  your  committee  are  of  opinion 
^the  faid  Ihip  ought  to  be  permitted  to 
proceed  with  her  cargo. 

A  propofal  from  Nathaniel  Sackett, 
for  making  a  quantity  of  falt-petre, 
being  received  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  refer¬ 
red  to  the  falt-petre  committee. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  re¬ 
newed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

!Tburfday>  November  1 6,  1775* 

The  afiembly  of  Pennfylvania  hav¬ 
ing  by  a  refolution  of  their  houfe,  re¬ 
commended  three  gentlemen  for  held 
officers  to  the  battalion  railing  in  faid 
colony,  the  fame  together  with  ap¬ 
plications  from  lundries,  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  adjutant  and  quarter-mailer 
to  faid  battalion,  were  read. 

Sundry  papers  from  the  general 
afiembly  of  the  colony  of  Maifachu- 
fetts-Bay,  being  laid  before  Congrefs 
and  read. 

Refolved,  That  thefe  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  leven. 

The  members  cholen,  Mr.  John- 
fon,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  W.  Living- 
llon,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr. 
Hooper,  and  Mr.  Harrifon. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  on  the  nthinll.  to  contrail 
for  fupplying  the  troops  in  the  bar¬ 
racks  in  Philadelphia,  be  empowered 
to  contrail  for  fupplying  the  fame 
wherever  lent  for  twelve  calendar 
months,  provided  they  are  fo  long 
continued  in  the  continental  fervice, 
to  commence  next  Monday. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due  to  Henry  Rankin, 
for  provifions  to  Captain  Rofs’s  com¬ 
pany,  161-9  dollars. 


To  John  Hider,  for  carrying  pow« 
der  to  Trenton,  10.6  dollars. 

This  to  be  paid  per  order  to  Jofeph 
Jewell. 

To  Francis  Lee,  for  horfe-hire  for 
exprefies,  20  dollars. 

To  John  Little,  for  entertainment 
of  fundry  exprefies,  16.8  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  faid4  committee  alfo  reported 
an  account  of  Major  Coates  and  Cap¬ 
tain  Copperthwaite,  which  being 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  lie  on  the 
table  for  the  perufal  of  the  members. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  write 
to  their  colleagues,  who  are  abfent, 
and  inform  them  that  the  Congrefs 
expeil  their  immediate  attendance. 

Refolved,  That  for  the  future  no 
member  abfent  himfelffrom  Congrefs 
without  leave  of  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  a  rule  of  this 
Congrefs,  that  every  member  remain 
in  his  feat  whilfl  any  paper  is  read¬ 
ing  or  queflion  putting. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 
Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday ,  November  17,  1775. 

A  letter  from  General  Washington, 
enclofing  a  letter  and  journal  of  Co¬ 
lonel  Arnold,  and  fundry  papers  be¬ 
ing  received,  were  read,  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  fe- 
ven  be  appointed,  to  take  into  confi- 
deration.  fo  much  of  the  general’s  let¬ 
ter  as  relates  to  the  difpofal  of  fuch 
veifels  and  cargoes  belonging  to  the 
enemy,  as  fhall  fall  into  the  hands  of, 
or  be  taken  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  Colonies# 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  Mr.  J.  Adams, 
Mr.  W.  Livingllon,  Dr.  Franklin, 
Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  Johnfon. 

Refolved,  That  theprifoners  taken 
at  Chambly  and  St.  John’s  be  fent 
to,  and  kept  in  the  towns  of  Reading, 
Lancafter,  and  York,  in  the  colony 
of  Pennfylvania. 

That  the  committee  appointed  the 
nth  inftant  to  contraft  for  fupplying 
G  the 
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the  battalion  raifed  in  Pennfylvania, 
be  empowered  to  diilribute  the  faid 
prifoners  in  the  towns  aforefaid,  and 
contract  for  their  fupport  or  fubfilt- 
ence. 

That  the  rations  of  the  privates  be 
the  fame  as  are  allowed  the  privates 
in  the  continental  army. 

That  orders  ilfue  to  the  officer  who 
has  the  charge  of  conducting  the  pri¬ 
soners,  to  march  them  by  the  neared 
road  to  Reading,  in  the  colony  of 
Pennfylvania,  and  that  the  deputy 
commilfary  general  be  directed  to  Sup¬ 
ply  them  with  provifions  for  their 
march,  agreeable  to  the  rations  fup- 
plied  thi*  continental  army. 

That  the  faid  com  miliary  be  di¬ 
re  Ted,  if  the  pri loners  agree  to  it,  to 
fend  the  women,  children,  and  bag¬ 
gage  by  water  to  Amboy,  from 
thence  to  be  fent  acrofs  to  Borden- 
tovvn,  and  from  thence  by  water  to 
Philadelphia,  from  which  lalt  place 
they  will  be  fent  to  join  the  garrifon 
in  the  towns  allotted  to  them,  this 
being  judged  the  fafed,  cheapefc,  and 
moil  commodious  way  of  conveying 
them. 

Whereas  it  is  become  neceffiary  to 
appoint  a  Colonel  of  the  regiment  of 
artillery,  in  the  room  of  Colonel 
Gridley,  on  account  of  his  advanced 

Relolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will 
indemnify  Colonel  Gridley  lor  any 
lofs  of  half  pay,  which  he  may  fullain 
in  confequence  of  his  having  b.'en  in 
the  fervice  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to 
the  choice  of  a  colonel  of  the  regiment 
of  artillery,  and 

Henry  Knox,  Efq.  was  unar.i- 
mcully  ele&ed. 

Relolved,  That  the  commiffioned 
officers  tak  n  in  the  forts  of  Chambly 
and  St.  John’s  be  put  upon  their  pa- 
i*o:e  of  honor,  that  they  wi.i  not  go 
into  or  near  any  Seaport  Un  n,  nor 
farther  tin  n  fix  mil  s  dillant  uom  T.e 
refpedtive  p  a  es  oi  their  lelmence 
without  leave  oi  tiic  Continental  Con¬ 


grefs,  and  that  they  will  carry  on  mb 
political  correfpondence  whatever,  on 
the  fubjedt  of  the  difpute  between 
Great-Britain  and  the  Colonies,  fo 
long  as  they  remain  prifoners. 

Whereas  the  officers  taken  at  Fort 
Chambly  have  been  permitted  by 
General  Schuyler,  to  make  choice  of, 
and  to  refide  in  Trenton,  in  New- 
Jerfey,  and  the  difpofition  of  the  pri¬ 
foners  by  him  made,  has  been  ap¬ 
proved  by  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  fore¬ 
going  refolution  be  lent  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  Trenton,  and  that  the  faid 
committee  be  defired  to  get  the  lame 
figned  by  the  officers  there. 

Refolved,  That  the  officers  taken 
at  St  John’s,  be  fent  to  Windham 
and  Lebanon,  in  the  colony  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  provided  General  Schuyler 
has  not  given  his  w'ora  for  another 
difpclition  of  them. 

The  Several  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred  being  poftponed,  and  the  order 
of  the  day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  on  Monday, 

Monday  y  November  20,  1775. 

Sundry  letters  from  General  Walh- 
ington  and  Governor  Trumbull,  with 
papers  encloled,  among  which  were 
interceoted  letters  from  Cork,  were 
read. 

Two  petitions,  one  from  Goufred 
Fehr,  the  other  from  Melchior  Neff, 
were  prefente-d  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Captain  john  Hulbert,  who  was 
fent  by  General  Schuyler  to  conduct 
the  officers,  who  were  taken  prisoners 
at  Fort  Chambly,  to  Trenton,  at¬ 
tended  and  made  report  of  his  pro¬ 
ceedings. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  16669.3 
•  ’olars,  be  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Lowry,  of  New  Jciiey,  lor 
the  purp<  ie  of  turnilhing  the  two  bat¬ 
talions,  railed  in  faiu  colony,  with 
the  articles  a. lowed  them,  in  mu  of 
bounty,  and  for  one  month’s  pay  of 
laid  battalions,  he  to  give  iecurity 
for  the  oi  po  al  of  faid  money,  and 
io  render  account  to  Congrefs. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  R.  Morris 
confer  with  Mr.  Lowry,  and  receive 
his  propofals  with  regard  to  the  re 
eompence  he  will  expert  for  this  fer- 
vice. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  con tr aft  for  fupplying  the 
battalions  raifed  in  Pennfylvama,  be 
empowered  to  advertife  and  receive 
propofals,  and  contraft  for  fupplying 
the  above  two  battalions  with  the 
rations  allowed  them. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to 
the  choice  of  an  adjutant  for  the  bat¬ 
talion,  under  the  command  of  Colo¬ 
nel  Lord  Sterling,  raifed  in  the  eaft- 
ern  divifion  of  New-Jerfey,  and  Alex¬ 
ander  Clough  was  elefted. 

Refolved,  That  General  Schuyler 
be  direfted  to  make  farther  fearch  in 
the  places,  where  the  lead  was  found 
at  Crown-Point  and  Ticonderoga, 
and  that  he  fend  as  much  lead  as  can 
be  fpared  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge. 

Refolved,  That  the  intercepted 
letters  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
feven,  appointed  the  17th  inlb.  in  or¬ 
der  to  feleft  fuch  parts  of  them  as  it 
111  ay  be  proper  to  publilh,  and  that 
they  lay  the  extrafts  before  Congrefs. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  re¬ 
newed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

V ue [day ,  November  21,  1775. 

Mr.  Morris,  who  was  appointed 
to  confer  with  Mr.  Lowry,  having 
made  his  report,  and  the  fame  being 
confidered. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Lowry  be  al¬ 
lowed  one  and  a  quarter  per  cent,  in 
full  of  all  charges,  for  the  money 
palling  through  his  hands. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  petitions 
from  Bermuda  to  them  referred,  and 
after  fome  time  fpent  therein,  the 
prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr, 
Ward  reported,  that  the  committee 
had  taken  into  confideration  the  peti¬ 
tion  to  them  referred,  and  had  come 
to  certain  refactions  thereon,  which 


he  read  in  his  place,  and  then  deli¬ 
vered  in. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being 
again  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  confi¬ 
dered  to-morrow. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  re¬ 
newed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

IV e  chief  day ,  November  22,  1775* 

The  Congrefs  relumed  the  confi¬ 
deration  of  the  report  from  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole,  which  was  agreed 
to  as  follows  : 

The  committee  of  the  whole  houfe 
to  whom  were  referred  the  feveral 
petitions  from  the  ifland  of  Bermuda, 
reprefen  ting  the  diflrefs  to  which  they 
are  expofed  by  the  non-exportation 
agreement,  and  praying  to  be  relieved 
in  fuch  manner,  as  the  Congrefs  may 
deem  confluent  with  the  lafety  of 
America,  report  that  they  have  con¬ 
fidered  the  fame,  and  thereupon 
came  to  the  following  refolutions. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland 
of  Bermuda,  appear  friendly  to  the 
caufe  of  America,  and  ought  to  be 
fupplied  with  fuch,  and  fo  great  a 
quantity  of  the  produce  of  thefe  Co¬ 
lonies,  as  may  be  neceffary  for  their 
fubfiflence  and  home  confumption  ; 
that  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee 
they  will  annually  require  for  the 
purpofes  afore faid  72000  bufhels  of 
Indian  corn,  2000  barrels  of  bread 
or  flour,  ioco  barrels  of  beef  or  pork, 
2100  bufhels  of  peas  or  beans,  and 
300  tierces  of  rice,  and  that  they  be 
permitted  to  export  the  fame  yearly. 

That  the  faid  inhabitants  ought  to 
pay  for  the  above  annual  allowance 
in  fait,  but  it  is  not  the  defign  of 
this  refolution  to  exclude  them  from 
the  privilege  of  receiving  American 
produce  to  any  amount  in  exchange 
for  arms,  ammunition,  falt-petre, 
fulphur,  and  field  pieces,  agreeable 
to  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  palled  the 
1 5th  of  July  lath. 

That  to  enable  fuch  of  thefe  Colo¬ 
nies  as  can  conveniently  furoifh  the 
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ifland  of  Bermuda  with  the  above- 
mentioned  annual  allowance,  to  di¬ 
vide  whatever  advantages  may  refult 
therefrom,  in  proportion  to  their  re- 
fpedive  fnares  of  the  general  expence 
— -it  is  further  the  opinion  of  this 
committee. 

That  the  colony  of  South-Carolina 
fupply  them  with  300  tierces  of  rice. 

That  the  colony  of  North  Carolina 
fupply  them  with  16000  bufhels  of 
Indian  corn,  and  468  bufhels  of  peas 
or  beans. 

That  the  colony  of  Virginia  fupply 
them  with  36000  bufhels  of  Indian 
corn,  and  1050  bufhels  of  peas  or 
beans. 

That  the  colony  of  Maryland  fup¬ 
ply  them  with  20000  bufheis  of  In¬ 
dian  corn,  and  3 82  bufhels  of  peas  or 
beans. 

That  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania 
fupply  them  with  1  200  barrels  of  flour 
or  bread,  and  600  barrels  of  beef  or 
pork. 

That  the  co’ony  of  New-York  fup¬ 
ply  them  with  8co  barreis  of  fiour  or 
Dread,  and  400  barrels  of  beef  or 
pork. 

That  the  conventions  or  commit¬ 
tees  of  iafeiy  of  the  above-mentioned 
Co’onies,  ought  to  fuperintend  the 
faid  exportation,  provide  againfl 
frau-T,  and  u  b  care,  that  in  ex- 
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nia,  to  fend  the  brig  Sea-nvmph,  Sa¬ 
muel  Stobel,  mailer,  with  4000 
bufhels  of  Indian  corn,  300  barrels 
of  fiour,  100  barrels  of  bread,  20 
barrels  of  pork,  8  barrels  of  beef,  30 
boxes  of  foap,  and  15  bairels  of  ap¬ 
ples  to  Bermuda,  for  the  immediate 
fupply  of  the  inhabitants,  and  that 
the  laid  cargo  be  confiuered  as  part 
of  the  annual  allowance  aforefaid  for 
the  year  enfuing. 

The  committee  on  Volckert  P, 
Douw’s  letter,  and  the  minutes  of  the 
treaty  at  Albany,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  being  read  and  de¬ 
bated. 

Refolved,  That  the  further  confi- 
deration  thereof  be  deferred  till  to¬ 
morrow. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  re¬ 
newed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow, 

T burfday ,  No<vem  her  23 ,  1775* 

Refolved,  That  1 20  dollars  be 
paid  to  Captain  John  Hulbert,  and 
charged  to  General  Schuyler,  and 
that  faid  J.  Hulbert,  after  Rationing 
his  men  at  the  fortrefies  on  Hudfon’s- 
river  have  leave  to  be  abfent  10  days, 

The  committee  for  fitting  out 
armed  veflels  laid  before  Congrefs,  a 
draught  cf  rules  for  the  government 
of  the  American  navy,  and  articles 
to  be  figned  by  the  officers  and  men 
employed  in  that  fervice,  which  were 
reaa  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
for  the  peru'al  of  the  members. 

The  committee  on  General  Wafh- 
i no-ton’s  letter  brought  in  their  re-, 
port,  which  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  lame  lie  on  the 
table  for  the  perufal  of  the  members. 

The  C  ngrels  then  refumed  the 
confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  Mr.  Douw’s  letter,  and 
the  Albany  treaty,  and  after  debate 
the  firft  paragraph  was  poftponed,  and 
the  remainder  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

The  committee  to  whom  it  was 
referred  to  take  into  conlideration 
the  letter  from  Volckert  P.  Douw, 
Efq.  and  the  minutes  of  the  treaty 
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held  with  the  Indians  at  Albany,  by 
the  comrniffioners  for  Indian  aiiairs  in 
the  northern  department  have  exa¬ 
mined  the  fame,  and  come  to  the 
following  reflations  thereupon : 

Thattt  is  the  opinion  of  this  com¬ 
mittee,  that  the  Indians  be  alfured 
that  this  Congrefs  are  pleafed  with 
their  defire,  that  the  trade  Ihould  be 
opened  as  formerly  at  Albany  arid 
Skene&ady,  that  the  Congrefs  will 
exert  their  ftrenuous  endeavours  to 
procure  the  goods  the  Indians  may 
want,  and  put  the  trade  under  fuch 
wife  regulations,  as  that  mutual  juf- 
tice  may  be  effected,  and  that  they 
hope  thofe  endeavours  will  be  iuc- 
cefsful. 

That  General  Schuyler  be  defired 
to  furnifhi  the  comrniffioners  at  Al¬ 
bany  with  fome  powder,  it  he  can 
fpare  it,  to  be  diflributed  among  the 
Indians,  who,  in  the  prefent  circum¬ 
stances,  are  much  diftreffed  by  the 
vyant  of  that  article. 

That  the  comrniffioners  for  tranf- 
a&ing  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern 
department  be  defired  to  obtain  from 
the  Mohawk  Indians,  and  the  cor¬ 
poration  of  Albany,  a  flate  of  the 
con troverfV between  them  concerning 
the  land  defired  by  the  former  in  the 
late  treaty  at  Albany  to  be  reflored 
to  them,  and  report  the  matter  as  it 
{hall  appear  to  them  to  the  Congrefs. 

That  the  faid  comrniffioners  be  de¬ 
fired,  at  the  expence  of  the  United 
Colonies,  to  provide  for  and  enter¬ 
tain  the  Sachems  and  warriors  of  the 
fix  nations,  and-other  Indians  friend¬ 
ly  to  thefe  Colonies,  their  attendants 
and  meffengers,  with  the  accuflomed 
hofpitality  when  they  come  to  Albany 
or  Skene&ady  to  treat  or  give  intelli- 
,  gence  of  public  affairs  or  upon  a  vifit, 
and  for  this  purpole  that  750  dollars 
be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  faid 
Comrniffioners  fubjedt  to  account. 

That  the  laid  comrniffioners  be  di¬ 
rected  to  employ  two  blackfmiths  for 
reafonable  falaries,  to  refide  among 
and  work  for  the  Indians  of  the  fix 
pations. 


That  the  faid  comrniffioners  be 
empowered  to  employ  an  interpreter, 
with  a  falary  of  222.2  dollars  by  the 
year,  commencing  the  12th  day  of, 
this  month,  who  fhall  alfo  be  allowed 
his  travelling  expences,  to  be  fettled 
by  the  comrniffioners,  and  James 
Deane,  if  they  judge  him  well  quali¬ 
fied,  is  recommended  to  execute  this 
office, 

That  23  dollars  be  paid  to  James 
Deane  over  and  above  the  75  dollars 
advanced  him  by  the  comrniffioners 
for  his  pall  fervices. 

Refolved,  That  three  members  be 
added  to  the  committee  on  the  Albany 
treaty,  and  that  they  be  directed  to 
confider  of  a  plan  for  carrying  on  a 
trade  with  the  Indians,  and  to  deviie 
ways  and  means  for  procuring  goods 
proper  for  that  trade. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon* 
Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Lewis. 

Whereas  Major  Hawley,  who  was 
eledled  one  of  the  comrniffioners  of 
Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  depart¬ 
ment,  cannot  on  account  of  the  fixa¬ 
tion  of  his  private  affairs  attend  that 
bufmefs,  and  he  having  by  his  letter 
deli  red  to  be  excufed  from  that  fer- 
vice. 

Refolved,  That  to-morrow  be  aff 
.  figned  for  electing  a  commiffioner  of 
Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  cepart- 
rnent,  in  the  room  of  the  faid  Major 
Hawley, 

Information  being  given  to  Con¬ 
grefs,  that  certain  frauds  have  beer* 
attempted  in  executing  contracts  for 
the  continent. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
live  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  that 
matter. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Sher¬ 
man,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Co-, 
lonel  Lee,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Application  being  made  by  Mr« 
Jay,  in  b  halt  of  Lieutenant  Hamar, 
one  of  the  prisoners  at  Trenton,  for 
leave  to  refine  with  Mr.  Duer,  near 
Saratoga,  the  lame  was  granted,  he 
to  be  on  the  fame  parole  as  other 

officers. 


(  CO  ) 


officers,  with  this  variation,  not  tc 
go  further  than  t2  miles  from  the 
place  now  affigned  him. 

Application  being  alfo  made  in  be- 
half  of  lieutenant  Symes,  now  a  pri- 
foner  in  the  goal  of  Philadelphia, 
for  leave  to  reiide  at  Trenton,  on 
the  fame  parole  as  the  other  officers 
there,  the  fame  was  granted. 

Information  being" given  to  Con- 
grefs  by  the  committee  of  infpedtion 
for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  that  fundry  perfons  in  this  city 
have  ref u fed  to  receive  in  payment  or 
give  currency  to  the  bills  iffued  by 
order  of  this  Congrefs,  and  alfo  to 
thofe  emitted  by  the  affembly  of  this 
province. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
ieven  be  appointed  to  take  into  confi- 
deration,  and  report  thereon  to  Con¬ 
grefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jay, 
Tovior  Franklin,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  John fon,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  e! 
Rutledge,  and  Mr.  JefFerfon. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred  being  poftponed,  and  the  or¬ 
ders  of  the  day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  to-morrow. 
Friday ,  frlovember  24.,  j  7 y  . 

T  he  committee  to  whom  the  in¬ 
tercepted  letters  were  referred,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  being  read  and 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  committee 
puVdifh  the  extrads  now  laid  before 
Congrefs,  and  that  they  get  1000 
copies  of  the  fame,  together  with  an 
authentic  account  of  the  capture  of 
Cnambly  and  St.  John’s  ftruck  off. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day 
the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  choice 
of  a  commiffioncr  for  Indian  affairs  in 
the  northern  department,  in  the  room 
of  Major  Hav/ley,  and  the  ballots 
being  taken  and  examined. 

Timothy  Edwards,  Efq.  was  una- 
ni  mop  fly  e leaded. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  take  into  confi- 
deration  the  Rate  of  North-Carolina, 


>  and  report  to  Congrefs  what  in  their 
opinion  is  neceffary  to  be  done  for  its 
fafety  and  fecurity. 

Fhe  members  chofen,  Mr.  E.  Rut¬ 
ledge,  Mr.  JefFerfon,  and  Mr.  Paca. 

1  he  Congrefs  refumed  the  conil- 
dcration  of  the  report  on  General 
Wafhington’s  letter,  and  the  fame, 
after  debate,  was  referred  for  farther 
confidcration  till  to-morrow. 

A  petition  from  Nownham  New- 
ton7  was  presented  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  refer¬ 
red  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jeffer- 
fon,  Mr.  Allen,  and  Mr  Jay. 

Refolved,  T.  hat  the  treafurers  pay 
fuch  fums  of  money  as  the  committee 
for  promoting  the  manufadure  of 
falt-petre  fhail  draw  orders  upon  or 
apply  to  them  for,  not  exceeding 
1000  dollars,  to  be  accounted  for  by 
fa:d  committee. 

1  hat  in  cafe  the  committee  for 
promoting  the  manufadure  of  falt- 
petre  cannot  procure  perfons  to  go  to 
Virginia  for  that  purpofe.  it  be  re¬ 
commended  to  the"  gentlemen,  who 
are  defired  and  empowered  to  fuper- 
intend  and  forward  the  work  in  tliat 
Colony,  to  employ  any  fkilful  mana¬ 
gers  they  can  meet  with  to  undertake 
it, 

A  petition  from  Captain  Dugal 
M‘ Gregor,  was  prefented  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to 
the  committee  to  whom  Downharq 
Newton’s  petition  is  referred. 

The  committee  on  the  Rate  of  the 
trealury,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read  and  referred  till  to¬ 
morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day 
referred  being  poflponcd. 

Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  to-morrow. 
Saturday ,  November  25,  1775. 

'I 'he  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the 
eledion  of  fi.  Id  officers  for  the  batta¬ 
lion  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  when 
tiie  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

John  Bull,  Efq.  was  eleded  colo¬ 
nel, 


James 
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James  Irvine,  Efq.  lieutenant-co¬ 
lonel. 

Anthony  James  Morris,  Efq.  ma¬ 
jor. 

Refolved,  That  Monday  next  be 
affigned  for  the  appointment  of  an 
adjutant  and  quarter-mailer  for  the 
fecond  battalion,  railed  in  New-Jer- 
fey,  and  of  an  adjutant  and  quarter- 
mailer  for  the  battalion  railed  in 
Pennlylvania. 

Refolved,  That  Tuefday  next  be 
affigned  for  the  confiderauon  of  the 
memorials  of  the  tea-holders  in  New- 
York  and  Philadelphia. 

The  committee  of  cl  a  ms  reported, 
that  there  is  due  to  John  Hinchman 
for  proviiions  furnifhed  to  feveral 
ride  companies,  the  fum  of  65.2 
dollars. 

Chriftopher  Plaine,  for  kettles  and 
canteens  furnifhed  to  Captain  Steven- 
fon  and  Captain  RoiVs  companies, 
the  fum  of  35.8  dollars,  which  ought 
to  be  paid  to  Gibfon  and  Alton. 

Richard  Bache,  deputy  poft-mafter, 
for  fundry  polLges  from  the  14th  of 
O&ober  to  8.h  November,  1775,  ^n" 
clufive  3 1 . 1  dollars. 

Thomas  Dewees,  for  dieting  the 
crew  of  the  fhip  Rebecca  and  Pran¬ 
ces,  44.4  dollars. 

Levi  Kollingfworth,  for  expences 
cfhimfelf  and  tnree  others  to  Ticon- 
deroga  and  back  again,  who  took 
with  them  a  quantity  of  money  for 
General  Schuyler,  the  fum  of  128 
dollars. 

Andrew  Bunker,  for  blankets  and 
keitl  es  furnifhed  Captain  Stephen- 
fon’s  company,  by  Anthony  Noble 
41.4  dollars. 

Dc&or  Franklin,  for  the  expences 
of  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Lynch,  and 
himfelf,  on  their  journey  to  the  camp 
at  Cambridge,  including  carriage 
hire,  &c.  581.9  dollars,  and  for  other' 
monies  paid  by  hirn  for  the  continen¬ 
tal  fervice,  including  20  dollars  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Chriftopher  Madeira,  and 
to  be  charged  to  him,  the  fum  of 
72,7  dollars. 


John  Sherrey,  for  goods  furnifneti 
by  Jofeph  Holmes  to  Captain  Mor* 
gan’s  company,  to  be, charged  to  laid 
company,  the  fum  of  55.9  dollars. 

William  Weft,  for  goods  furnifhed 
by  John  Holmes  to  Captain  Clug- 
gage’s  company,  the  fum  of  281.3 
dollars,  of  which  fum  35-Js  dollars 
being  for  blankets,  to  be  charged  to 
the  continent,  and  the  remainder  to 
Captain  Cluggage’s  company. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts 
be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  conli- 
deration  of  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  General  Wafhington’s  letter, 
and  the  lame  being  debated  by  para¬ 
graphs,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Whereas  it  appears  from  undoubt¬ 
ed  information,  that  many  velfels 
which  had  cleared  at  the  refpedtive 
cuftom-houfes  in  thefe  Colonies, 
agreeable  to  the  regulations  eftablifh- 
ed  by  adls  of  the  Britilli  parliament, 
have  in  a  lawlefs  manner,  without 
even  the  femblance  of  juft  authority 
been  feized  by  his  Majefty’s  fhips  of 
war,  and  carried  into  the  harbour  of 
Bofton  and  other  ports,  where  they 
have  been  rifted  of  their  cargoes,  by 
oroers  of  his  Majefty's  naval  and 
military  officers  there  commanding, 
without  the  faid  veftels  having  been 
proceeded  again  ft  by  any  form  of 
trial,  and  without  the  charge  of  hav¬ 
ing  offended  again  ft  any  law. 

And  whereas  orders  have  been 
iftued  in  his  Majefty’s  name,  to  the 
commanders  of  his  Ihips  of  war,  “  to 
proceed  as  in  the  cafe  of  adtual  rebel¬ 
lion  againft  fuch  of  the  lea-port  towns 
and  places  being  acceffibie  to  the 
Ring’s  fliips,  in  which  any  troops 
fhall  be  raked  or  military  works  erect¬ 
ed,”  under  colour  of  which  laid  or¬ 
ders  the  commanders  of  his  Majefty’s 
faid  fhips  of  war  have  already  burned 
and  destroyed  the  flourifhing  and  po¬ 
pulous  town  of  Falmouth,  and  have 
fired  upon  and  much  injured  feveral 
other  towns  within  the  United  Colo¬ 
nics, 
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hie$>  and  difperfed  at  a  late  feafon 

of  the  year,  hundreds  of  helplefs 
women  and  children,  with  a  favage 
hope  that  thofe  may  perifh  under  the 
approaching  rigours  of  the  feafon, 
who  may  chance  to  efcape  deilruflion 
from  fire  and  fword,  a  mode  of  war¬ 
fare  long  exploded  among  civilized 
nations. 

And  whereas  the  good  people  t>f 
the fe  colonies,  fenfibly  afte&ed  by  the 
deflru&ion  of  their  property,  and 
other  unprovoked  injuries  have  at  lad 
determined  to  prevent  as  much  as 
pofiible  a  repetition  thereof,  and  to 
procure  fome  reparation  for  the  fame, 
by  fitting  out  armed  vefTels  and  fhips 
of  force.  In  the  execution  of  which 
commendable  defigns  it  is  pofiible  that 
thofe  who  have  not  been  inftrumental 
in  the  unwarrantable  violences  above- 
mentioned  may  fuffer,  unlefs  fome 
laws  be  made  to  regulate,  aRd  tribu¬ 
nals  erefled  competent  to  determine 
the  property  of  captures. — Therefore 
Refolved. 

id.  That  all  fuch  fhips  of  war, 
frigates,  floops,  cutters,  and  armed 
vefTels  as  are  or  fhall  be  employed  in 
the  prefen  t  cruel  and  unjud  war  a- 
gaind  the  United  Colonies,  and  fhall 
fall  into  the  hands  of,  or  be  taken  by 
the  inhabitants  thereof,  be  feized  and 
forfeited  to  and  for  the  purpofes  here¬ 
in  after  mentioned. 

2d.  Refolved,  That  all  tranfport 
VefTels  in  the  fame  Tervice,  having  on 
board  any  troops,  arms,  ammunition, 
cloathing,  provisions,  or  military,  or 
naval  dores  of  what  kind  foever,  and 
all  vefTels  to  whom  foever  belonging, 
that  fhall  be  employed  in  carrying 
provihons  or  other  nccedaries  to  the 
Britifn  army  or  armies,  or  navy,  that 
now  are  or  fhall  hereafter  be  within 
any  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandize  for 
the  ufe  of  fuch  fleet  or  army,  fhall  be 
liable  to  feizure,  and  with  their  car  ¬ 
goes  fhall  be  confifeated. 

3d,  That  no  mader  or  commander 
of  any  veffel  lhall  be  mutled  to  cruize 


for,  or  make  prize  of  any  veflel  of 
cargo  before  he  fhall  have  obtained  a 
commiflion  from  the  C'ongrefs,  or 
from  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  fhall 
be  for  that  purpofe  appointed  in 
fome  one  of  the  United  Colonies. 

4th.  That  it  be  and  is  hereby  re¬ 
commended  to  the  feveral  legiflatures 
in  the  United  Colonies  as  foon  as 
poffible  to  creel  courts  of  judice,  or 
give  jurifdi&ion  to  the  courts  now  in 
being  for  the  purpofe  of  determining 
concerning  the  captures  to  be  made  as 
aforefaid,  and  to  provide  that  all 
trials  in  fuch  cafe  be  had  by  a  jury, 
under  fuch  qualifications  as  to  the 
refpe&ive  legiflatures  fhall  feem  ex¬ 
pedient* 

5th.  That  all  profecutions  fhall  be 
commenced  in  the  court  of  that  Co¬ 
lony  in  which  the  captures  fhall  be 
made,  but  if  no  fuch  court  be  at  that 
time  ereded  in  the  faid  Colony,  or 
if  the  capture  be  made  on  open  Tea, 
then  the  proiecution.  lhall  be  in  the 
court  of  fuch  Colony  as  the  captor 
may  find  moll  convenient,  provided 
that  nothing  contained  in  this  refac¬ 
tion  fhall  be  conflrued  fo  as  to  enable 
the  captor  to  remove  his  prize  from 
any  Colony  competent  to  determine 
concerning  the  feizure,  after  he  fhall 
have  carried  the  veffel  fo  feized  with¬ 
in  any  harbour  of  the  fame. 

6th.  That  in  all  cafes  an  appeal 
fliall  be  allowed  to  the  Congrefs,  or 
fuch  perfon  or  perfans  as  they  fhall 
appoint  for  the  trial  of  appeals,  pro¬ 
vided  the  appeal  be  demanded  within 
five  days  after  definitive  fentence,  and 
fuch  appeal  be  lodged  with  the  lecre- 
tary  of  Congrefs  within  forty  days 
afterwards,  and  provided  the  party 
appealing  fliall  give  fecurity  to  pro- 
fecute  the  laid  appeal  to  effect,  and 
in  cafe  of  the  aeath  of  the  fecretary 
during  the  recefs  of  Congrefs,  then 
the  faid  appeal  to  be  lodged  in  Con¬ 
grefs  within  twenty  days  after  the 
meeting  thereof. 

7th.  That  when  any  veflel  or  vef- 
fels  fhall  be  fitted  out  at  the  expence 
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of  any  private  perfon  or  perfons  then 
the  captures  made.  Dial]  be  to  the 
ufe  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  faid 
veflel  or  vefTels ;  that  where  the  vef- 
fels  employed  in  the  capture  fhall  be 
Etted  out  at  the  expence  of  any  of 
the  United  Colonies,  then  one  third 
of  the  prise  ^taken  fliall  be  to  the  ufe 
of  the  captors,  and  the  remaining  two 
thirds  to  the  ufe  of  the  faid  Colony, 
and  where  the  vefTels  fo  employed  fhall 
be  fitted  out  at  the  continental  charge, 
then  one  third  fliall  go  to  the  captors, 
and  the  remaining  two  thirds  to  the 
ufe  of  the  United  Colonies,  provided 
heverthelefs,  that  if  the  capture  be  a 
velTel  of  war,  then  the  captors  fliall 
be  entitled  to  one  half  of  the  value, 
and  the  remainder  fliall  go  to  the 
Colony  or  continent  as  the  cafe  may 
be,  the  neceiTary  charges  of  condem¬ 
nation  of  all  prizes,  being  deducted 
before  diftribution  made. 

8th.  That  the  captures  heretofore 
made  by  vefTels  fitted  out  at  the  con- 
nental  charge  were  juflifiable,  and 
that  the  dikribution  of  the  captor's 
fhare  of  the  prizes  by  General  Wafh- 
ington  be  confirmed,  which  is  as 
follows  : 


A  captain  or  commander 

6 

fhares. 

Firk  lieutenant 

5 

do. 

Second  lieutenant 

4 

do. 

Surgeon 

4 

do. 

Maker 

3 

do. 

Steward 

2 

do. 

Adate 

G 

clo. 

Gunner 

G 

do. 

Boatfwain 

G 

do. 

Gunner’s  mate 

G 

do. 

Serjeant 

G 

do. 

Privates 

1 

do. 

Refolved,  That  that  part  of  Gen. 
Wafhington’s  letter  of  the  iith  infL 
refpedting  the  capture  of  a  veflel  by 
the  inhabitants  of  New-Hampfhire 
be  referred  to  the  committee,  who 
brought  in  the  foregoing  report. 

The  Congrefs  next  took  into  con- 
fideration  the  rules  and  orders  for  the 
fleet  of  the  United  Colonies,  but 
not  having  time  to  ftnilh  them. 


Refolved,  That  the  further  confi- 
deration  of  them  be  deferred  till  Mon¬ 
day  next. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday ,  November  27,  1775. 

A  report  prevailing  that  young  Mr. 
Skene,  who  was  a  prifoner  in  Con¬ 
necticut  has  made  his  efcape. 

Refolved,  That  the  delegates  of 
Connecticut  be  a  committe  to  enquire 
into  the  truth  of  that  report. 

Refolved,  That  orders  iflue  to  Lord 
Sterling  to  collect  the  troops  which 
were  raifed  in  New-Jerfoy,  (except 
the  fix  companies  which  have  been 
ordered  to  the  fortreffes  on  Hudfon’s 
river)  and  to  place  them  in  barracks 
in  the  eakern  divificn  of  New-Jerfey 
as  contiguous  to  New- York  as  can  be, 
there  to  remain  till  further  orders  from 
Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  a  letter  be  written 
to  the  convention  of  New  York,  re- 
quefting  them  to  ufe  their  utmok  en¬ 
deavours  to  fgrniih  the  troops  raifed 
in  New-Jerfey  for  the  defence  of 
New- York,  with  as  many  arms  as 
they  can  fpare. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to 
the  choice  of  an  adjutant  and  quarter- 
maker  for  the  battalion  raifed  in  the 
vveflern  divifion  of  New-  Jerfey,  when 
Mr.  Ephraim  Anderfon  was  elected 
adjutant,  and  Mr.  Buddel  Shinn, 
quarter-mailer. 

Refolved,  That  the  troops  in  the 
fervice  of  the  continent  be  fupplied 
with  fuel  and  bedding  at  the  expence 
of  the  continent. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  3000 
dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers, 
in  favour  of  the  committee  of  fafety 
of  Pennfylvania,  to  be  applied  to¬ 
wards  the  pay  of  the  battalion  raifed 
in  faid  Colony,  the  committee  to  ac¬ 
count  for  the  expenditure  of  the  fame. 

A  letter  from  General  \Vaihington 
of  the  19th  ink.  enclofing  a  copy  of 
a  letter  from  Colonel  Arnold  of  the 
27th  October  being  received,  was 
read. 
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The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the 
confiderations  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  difputes  between 
the  people  of  Connecticut  and  Penn* 
fylvania,  and  after  debate. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  re¬ 
committed,  and  that  it  be  an  infiruc- 
tion  to  the  committee  to  hear  evi¬ 
dence  on  the  pofifeffion  and  jurifdiCtion 
of  the  lands  in  difpute,  and  reduce 
to  writing  fuch  parts  of  the  evidence 
as  they  fhall  think  proper. 

As  three  of  the  committee  are  ab- 
fent,  viz*  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr. 
Chafe,  and  Mr.  Kinfey. 

Refolved,  ri'hat  three  members  be 
elected  in  their  Head. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Hooper. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred  being  pollponed. 

Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  to-morrow, 
i Tuejday ,  November  28,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  rules  and  orders  for 
the  navy  cf  the  United  Colonies,  and 
the  fame  being  debated  by  paragraphs 
were  agreed  t6  as  follows  : 

Rules  for  the  regulation  of  the  navy 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  commanders  of  all  (hips  and 

^  1 

veffels  belonging  to  the  Thirteen 
United  Colonies,  are  llrictly  required 
to  fhew  in  themfeives  a  good  example 
of  honour  and  virtue  to  their  ofheers 
and  men,  and  to  be  very  vigilant  in 
infpccting  the  behaviour  of  all  lucli  as 
are  under  them,  and  to  ddcounte- 
nance  and  fupprefs  all  diffolute,  im¬ 
moral,  rnd  disorderly  practices,  and 

alfo  fuch  as  are  contrary  to  the  rules 

* 

of  difcipline  and  ob  diencc,  and  to 
correct  thofe  who  are  guilty  of  the 
fame,  according  to  the  uiage  ol  the 
fea. 

The  commanders  of  the  flips  cl  the 
Thirteen  United  Colonies,  are  to  take 
care  that  divine  fervitc  be  performed 
twice  a  day  on  board,  and  a  fermon 
preached  on  Sundays,  umefs  bad 
weather  or  other  extraordinary  acci¬ 
dents  prevent. 

if  any  fhall  be  heard  to  fvvear,  curfc 


or  blafpheme  the  name  of  God,  the 
commander  is  ftriftly  enjoined  to  pu- 
nilh  them  for  every  offence,  by  cauf- 
ing  them  to  wear  a  wooder  collar,  or 
fome  other  Khameful  badge  of  diftinc- 
tion  for  fo  long  time  as  he  fhall  judge 
proper.  It  he  be  a  commiffioned  of¬ 
ficer,  he  fhall  forfeit  one  frilling  for 
each  offence,  and  a  warrant  or  infe¬ 
rior  officer  fixpence.  He  who  is  guilty 
of  drunkennefs,  if  a  feaman,  fhall 
be  put  in  irons  till  he  is  fober,  but  if 
an  officer,  he  fhall  forfeit  two  days 
pay. 

No  commander  fhall  inflict  any 
punifnment  upon  a  feaman  beyond 
twelve  lafies  upon  his  bare  back  with 
a  cat  of  nine  tails  ;  if  the  fault  fhall 
deferve  a  greater  punifhment,  he  is 
to  apply  to  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  navy,  in  order  to  the  trying 
of  him  by  a  court-martial,  and  in 
the  mean  time  he  may  put  him  under 
confinement. 

The  commander  is  never  by  his 
own  authority  to  difeharge  a  com- 
mifion  or  warrant  officer,  nor  to  pu- 
nilh  or  ftrike  him,  but  he  may  fuf- 
pend  or  confine  them,  and  when  he 
comes  in  the  way  of  a  commander  in 
chief  apply  to  him  for  holding  a  court- 
martial. 

The  officer  who  commands  by  ac¬ 
cident  of  the  captain  or  commander’? 
abfence  (unlefs die  be  abfent  for  a  rime 
by  leave)  fhall  not  order  any  correc¬ 
tion,  but  confinement,  and  upon  the 
captain’s  return  on  board,  he  fhall 
then  rive  an  account  of  his  reafons 

O 

for  fo  doing. 

The.  captain  is  to  caufe  the  articles 
of  war  to  be  hung  up  in  fome  public 
place  of  the  fhip,  and  read  to  the 
fhip’s  company  once  a  month. 

Whenever  a  captain  fhall  inlift  a 
feaman,  he  fhall  take  care  to  enter 
on  his  books  the  time  and  terms  of 
his  entering,  in  order  to  his  being 
juftly  paid. 

The  captain  fhall,  before  he  fails, 
make  return  to,,  and  leave  with  the 
Congrefs  or  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as 
the  Congrefs  fhall  appoint  for  that 

purpofe^ 
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purpofe,  a  compleat  lift  of  all  His  offi¬ 
cers  and  men,  with  the  time  and 
terms  of  their  entering,  and  during 
his  cruize,  ffiall  keep  a  true  account 
of  the  defection  or  death  of  any  of 
them,  and  of  the  entering  of  others, 
and  after  his  cruize,  and  before  any 
of  them  are  paid  off,  he  ffiall  make 
return  of  a  compleat  lift  of  the  fame, 
including  thofe  who  ffiall  remain,  on 
board  his  fhip. 

The  men  ffiall,  at  their  requeft,  he 
furnifhed  with  Hops,  that  are  necefta- 
ry,  by  the  captain  or  purfer,  who 
ffiall  keep  an  account  of  the  fame,  and 
the  captain  in  his  return  in  the  laft 
mentioned  article  di reeled  to  be  made, 
iliall  mention  the  amount  delivered 
to  fuch  man,  in  order  to  its  being 
jftopped  out  of  his  pay. 

As  to  the  term  “  inferior  officer” 
the  captain  is  to  take  notice  that  the 
fame  does  not  include  any  commiffion 
nor  any  warrant  officer,  except  the 
fecond  mailer,  furgeon’s  mate,  cook, 
armourer,  gunfmith,  mailer  at  arms, 
and  fail-maker. 

The  captain  is  to  take  care  when 
any  inferior  officers  or  volunteer  fea- 
meh  are  turned  over  into  the  ffiip  un¬ 
der  his  command  from  any  other  ffiip, 
not  to  rate  them  on  the  ffilp’s  books 
in  a  vvorfe  quality  or  lower  degree,  or 
ftation,  than  they  ferved  in  the  fhip 
they  were  removed  from  ;  and  for  his 
guidance  he  is  to  demand  from  the 
commander  of  the  ffiip  from  which 
they  are  turned  over,  a  lift  under  his 
hand,  of  their  names  and  qualities. 

Any  officer,-  feaman,  or  others,  in- 
titled  to  wages  or  prize  money,  may 
have  the  fame  paid  to  his  affignee, 
provided  the  affignment  be  attefted 
by  the  captain  or  commander,  the 
mafter  or  purfer  of  the  ftiip,  or  a  chief 
magiftrate  of  fome  county  or  corpo¬ 
ration. 

The  captain  is  to  difeourage  the 
feamen  of  his  ftiip  from  felling  any 
part  of  their  wages  or  fhares,  and 
never  to  atteft  the  letter  of  attorney 
of  any  feaman  until  he  is  fully  fatis- 


fied,  that  the  fame  is  not  granted  m 
confideration  of  money  given  for  the 
purchafe  of  his  wages  or  fhares. 

When  any  inferior  officer  or  feaman 
dies,  the  captain  is  forthwith  to  make 
out  a  ticket  for  the  time  of  his  fervice, 
and  fend  the  fame  by  the  firft  fafe 
conveyance  to  the  Congrefs  or  agents 
by  them  for  that  purpofe  appointed, 
in  order  to  the  wages  being  forthwith 
paid  to  the  executors  or  adminiftra- 
tors  of  the  deceafed. 

A  convenient  place  ffiall  be  fet  a- 
part  for  nek  or  hurt  men,  to  which 
they  are  to  be  removed  with  their 
hammocks  and  bedding,  when  the 
furgeon  ffiall  advife  the  fame  to  be 
neceftary,  and  fome  ot  the  crew  ffiall 
be  appointed  to  attend  and  ferve 
them,  and  to  keep  the  place  clean. 

The  cooper  fhall  make  buckets 
with  covers  and  cradles  if  neceftary 
for  their  ufe. 

All  ffiips  farniffied  with  fiffiing 
tackle  being  in  fuch  places  where  ft  ill 
is  to  be  had,  the  captain  is  to  em¬ 
ploy  fome  of  the  company  in  fiffiing, 
the  filli  to  be  diftributed  daily  to  fuch 
perfons  as  are  ftek  or  upon  recovery, 
provided  the  furgeon  recommend  it, 
and  the  furpffis  by  turns  amongft  the 
mtfies  of  the  officers  and  feamen. 
gratis,  without  any  deduction  of  their 
allowance  of  provffions  on  that  ac¬ 
count. 

It  is  left  to  the  diferetion  of  com¬ 
manders  of  fquadrons,  to  ffiorfen  the 
allowance  of  proviftons  according  to 
the  exigence  of  the  fervice,  taking 
care  that  the  men  be  punctually  paid 
for  the  fame. 

The  like  power  is  given  to  captains 
of  ftngle  ffiips  in  cafes  of  abfolute  ne- 
ceffity. 

If  there  ffiould  be  a  want  of  pork, 
the  captain  is  to  order  three  pounds  of 
beef  to  be  iftued  to  the  men  in  lieu 
of  two  pounds  of  pork. 

One  day  in  every  week  fhall  be  if- 
fued  out  a  proportion  of  flour  and 
fuet,  in  lieu  of  beef  for  the  feamen, 
but  this  .is  not  to  extend  beyond  f  ur 
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months  victualling  at  one  time,  nor 
fhall  the 'pm  'er  1  v„dive  any  allowance 
for  heiir  r  .  iet  kept  longer  on  board 
v  '  ’  time,  and  there  fhall  be 
i  *.cd  o  ce  a  year,  a  proportion  of 
canvars  lor  padding  bags,  after  the 
rate  of  o  e  ell  tor  every  fixtcen  men. 

If  ny  flops  oi  the  i  hirteen  United 
Coo  ne  ill al i  hap  pen  to  come  into 
port  in  want  of  provifions,  the  war- 
rait  of  a  commander  in  chief  fhall 
be  fuffi  ient  to  ffi  agent  or  other  in- 
bru  n  lit  *  f  the  vittu  diing,  to  fupply 
the  q  antity  wan  tea,  aou  in  urgent 
cafes  where  uelay  may  b  •  hurtful,  the 
w  r  ;.t  t  of  the  captain  of  the  blip 
fhal  be  of  equal  effect. 

The  captain  is  frequently  to  order 
the  proper  officers  to  infpetl  into  the 
condition  of  the  provilions,  and  if 
the  bread  proves  damp,  to  have  it 
aired  upon  the  quarter  deck  or  poop, 
and  alio  examine  the  flefh  calk,  and 
if  any  of  the  pickle  be  leaked  out,  to 
have  new  made  and  put  in,  and  the 
cafk  made  tight  and  fecure. 

7' he  captain  or  purfer  fhall  fecure 
thecloaths,  bedding,  and  other  things 
of  fuch  perfons  as  fhall  die  or  be 
killed,  to  be  delivered  to  their  execu¬ 
tors  or  adminiilrators. 

All  papers,  charter  parties,  bills  of 
lading,  pafs-ports,  and  other  writings 
whatloever,  found  on  board  any  fhip 
or  fliips,  which  fhall  be  taken,  fhall 
be  carefully  preferved,  and  tire  origi¬ 
nals  fent  to  the  court  of  jubicc  for 
maritime  affairs,  appointed  or  to  be 
appointed  by  the  legislature  in  the  re- 
fpedive  colonics,  for  judging  con¬ 
cerning  fuch  prize  or  prizes,  or  if 
any  per  foil  or  perfons,  fhall  wilfully 
or  negligently  ddlroy  or  fuffer  to  be 
deftroyed,  any  fuch  paper  and  papers, 
he  or  they  fo  offending,  fhall  forfeit 
their  fhare  of  fuch  prize  or  prizes  and 
fuffer  fuch  other  punifhments,  as  they 
fhall  be  judged  by  a  court-martial  to 
defer  ve. 

If  any  perfon  or  perfons  fhall  em¬ 
bezzle  or  Ileal  or  take  away  any  ca¬ 
bles,  anchors,  fails,  or  my  of  the 


powder,  arms,  ammunition,  or  pro¬ 
vifions  of  any  fhip  belonging  to  the 
1  hirteen  United  Colonies,  he  or  they 
fhall  fuffer  fuch  punifhment  as  a  court- 
martial  fhall  order. 

When  in  fight  of  the  fhip  or  blips 
of  the  enemy,  and  at  fuch  other  times 
as  may  appear  to  make  it  neceffary  to 
pepare  for  an  engagement,  the  cap¬ 
tain  biall  order  all  things  in  his  blip 
in  a  proper  pobure  for  fight,  and  fnail 
in  his  own  perfon,  and  according  to 
his  duty  hearten  and  encourage  the 
inferior  officers  and  men  to  fight  cou- 
rageouby,  and  not  to  behave  them- 
felves  feintly  or  cry  for  quarter  on 
pain  of  lucli  punifhment  as  the  of¬ 
fence  fhall  appear  to  deferve  for  his 
negledl. 

Any  captain  or  other  officer,  mariner 
or  others,  who  fhall  bafely  defert  their 
duty  or  bation  in  the  blip,  and  run 
away  while  the  enemy  is  in  fight,  or, 
in  time  of  action,  fhall  entice  others 
to  do  fo,  fhall  fuffer  death  or  fuch 
other  punifhments  as  a  court-martial 
fnail  infliCt . 

Any  officer,  feaman,  or  marine, 
who  biall  begin,  excite,  caufe  or  join 
in  any  mutiny  or  fedition  in  the  lhip 
to  which  he  belong,  on  any  pretence 
whatloever,  fhall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch 
other  punibiment  as  a  court-martial 
biall  direct.  Any  perfon  in  or  be¬ 
longing  to  the  lhip,  who  fhall  utter 
any  words  of  fedition  or  mutiny,  or 
endeavour  to  make  any  mutinous  af- 
femblies  on  any  pretence  whatloever, 
lkall  fuffer  fuch  punibiment  as  a  court- 
martial  biall  indict. 

None  biall  prefume  to  quarrel  with, 
or  brike  his  fuperior  officer,  on  pain  of 
fuch  punibiment  as  a  court-martial 
fhall  order  to  be  infliCled . 

If  any  perion  fhall  apprehend  he  has 
juft  caufc  of  complaint,  he  fhall  qui¬ 
etly  and  decently  make  the  fame 
known  to  his  fuperior  officer,  or  to 
the  captain  as  the  cafe  may  require, 
who  biall  take  care  that  jubice  be 
done  him. 

There  fhall  be  no  quarrelling  or 
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lighting  between  fhip-mates  on  board 
any  fhip  belonging  to  the  Thirteen 
United  Colonies,  nor  {hall  there  be 
ufed  any  reproachful  or  provoking 
fpeeches,  tending  to  make  quarrels 
and  difturbance,  on  pain  of  impri- 
fonment  and  fuch  other  punifhment  as 
a  court-martial  ihall  think  proper  to 

inilia. 

If  any  perfon  fhall  deep  upon  his 
watch  or  negligently  perform  the  duty, 
which  fhall  be  enjoined  him  to  do,  or 
fbrfake  his  Aation^  he  (hall  fuffer  fuch 
punifhment  as  a  court-martial  judge 
proper  to  inflict,  according  to  the  na¬ 
ture  of  his  offence. 

All  murder  ihall  be  puniilied  with 
death. 

All  robbery  and  theft  fhall  be  pu- 
niihed  at  the  difcretion  of  a  court- 
martial. 

Any  m  after  at  arms,  who  fhall  re- 
fufe  to  receive  fuch  prifoner  or  pri- 
foners  as  fhall  be  committed  to  his 
charge,  or  having  received  them  fhall 
fuffer  him  or  them  to  efcape,  or  dil- 
mifs  them  without  orders  for  fo  doing, 
fhall  fuffer  in  his  or  their  Head,  as  a 
•court-martial  ihall  order  and  direct. 

«r 

The  captain,  officers,  and  others, 
fhall  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to 
dete£l,  apprehend,  and  bring  to  pu¬ 
nifhment  all  offenders,  and  fhall  at 
all  times  readily  affift  the  officers  ap¬ 
pointed  for  that  purpofe,  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  their  duty,  on  pain  of  be¬ 
ing  proceeded  againd  and  puniilied  by 
a  court-martial  at  difcretion. 

All  other  faults,  diforders,  and  mif- 
demeanors,  which  fhall  be  committed 
on  board  any  fhip  belonging  to  the 
Thirteen  United  Colonies,  and  which 
are  not  herein  mentioned,  fhall  be 
punifhed  according  to  the  laws  and 
cufroms  in  fuch  cafes  at  fea. 

A  court-martial  dial!  confid  of  at 
lead  three  captains,  and  three  fird 
lieutenants,  with  three  captains  and  the 
three  fird  lieutenants  of  marines  if 
there  ihall  be  fo  many  of  the  marines 
then  prefen t,  and  the  elded  captain 
fhall  predde. 
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All  fea  officers  of  the  fame  denomi« 
nation  ihall  take  rank  of  the  officers 
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of  marines. 

Every  member  of  a  court-martial, 
fhall  take  the  following  oath,  viz. 

You  fwear  that  you 

cwil l  well  and  truly  try  and  i?npartially 
determine  the  cauje  of  the  prisoner  now 
to  he  tried  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
navy  of  the  United  Colonies.  So  help 
you  God . 

Which  oath  ihall  be  adminidered  by 
the  prefident  to  the  other  members,  and 
the  prefident  fhall  himfelf  be  fworn  by 
the  officer  in  faid  court  next  in  rank. 

All  witneftes  before  they  may  be 
admitted  to  give  evidence  ihall  take 
the  following  oath. 

<e  You  (wear  the  evidence  you 
fhall  give  in  the  caufe  now  in  hearing 
fhall  be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  fo  help 
you  God.” 

The  fentence  of  the  court-martial 
for  any  capital  offence  fhall  not  be 
put  in  execution,  until  it  be  confirm¬ 
ed  by  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
fleet ;  and  it  ihall  be  the  duty  of  the 
prefident  of  every  court-martial  to 
tranfmit  to  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  fleet  every  fentence,  which 
fhall  be  given,  with  a  fummary  of  the 
evidence  and  proceedings  thereon,  by 
the  fird  opportunity. 

The  commander  in  chief  of  the 
fleet,  for  the  time  being,  fhall  have 
power  to  pardon  and  remit  any  fen¬ 
tence  of  death,  that  firali  be  given 
in  coniequence  of  any  of  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  articles. 

There  fhall  be  allowed  to  each  man 
ferving  on  board  the  ihips  in  the  ier- 
vice  of  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies 
a  daily  proportion  of  provifions,  ac¬ 
cording  as  is  exprefled  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  table,  viz. 

Sunday  i  lb.  bread,  i  lb.  beef, 
i  lb.  potatoes  or  turnips. 

Monday,  i  lb.  bread,  i  lb.  pork, 
half  pint  peafe,  and  four  ounces  cheefe. 

Tuefday,  i  lb.  bread,  i  lb.  beef, 
lib.  potatoes  or  turnips,  and  pudding. 

Wed- 
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Wednefday,  i  lb.  bread,  two 
ounces  butter,  four  ounces  chcefe, 
and  half  pint  of  rice. 

Thurfday,  i  lb.  bread,  i  lb.  pork, 
and  half  pint  peafe. 

Friday,  i  lb.  bread,  i  lb.  beef, 
l  lb.  potatoes  or  turnips,  and  pud- 
ding. 

Saturday,  i  lb.  bread,  i  lb.  pork, 
half  pint  peafe,  and  four  ounces 
cheefe. 

Half  a  pint  of  rum  per  man  every 
day,  and  difcretionary  allowance  on 
extra  duty  and  in  time  of  engage¬ 
ment. 


A  pint  and  naif  of  vinegar 

for  fix 

men  per  week. 

The  pay  of  the  officers  an 

d  men 

ihall  be  as  follows : 

Dollars  per  calendar  month. 

Captain  or  Commander, 

32 

Lieutenants, 

20 

M  after. 

20 

Mates, 

J5 

Boatfwain, 

*5 

9t 

Eoatfwain’s  fir  ft  mate. 

Ditto,  fecond  ditto. 

8 

Gunner,  v 

1 5 

Du  o  Mate, 

10T 

Surgeon, 

2IJ 

Stir;  on’s  mate. 

1  3t 

Carpenter, 

J5 

Carpenter’s  mate, 

I0| 

Cooper, 

!5 

Midlhipman, 

J  2 

Armourer, 

15 

Sail  maker, 

I  2 

Yeoman, 

9 

Quarter-mafter, 

9 

Q  artcr-Gunner, 

8 

Cook, 

12 

Cox  Twain, 

9 

Captain’s  Clerk, 

!3i 

Steward, 

Chaplain, 

20 

Able  Seamen  not  to  exceed 

8 

Captain  of  Marines, 

26| 

Lieutenants, 

18 

Serjeants, 

8 

Corporals, 

7  7 

Fifer, 

7i 

Drummer, 

7  f 

Privates  or  marines, 

6} 

Orders  of  Ccngrefs . 

We  whofe  hands  and  marks  are 
hereunto  fet  and  fubfcribed,  being 
officers,  feamen,  and  marines,  do, 
and  each  of  us  do  agree  to  and  with 

of  the  good  fliip,  cal- 
led  the  belonging  to  the 

Thirteen  United  Colonies  of  Norths 
America,  in  manner  and  form  fol¬ 
lowing,  that  is  to  fay. 

In  the  fir  ft  place  ’  we  do  hereby 
agree  for,  by  and  under  the  confi- 
derations  after  mentioned,  to  and 
with  the  faid  commander,  forthwith 
to  enter  and  fhip  ourfelves,  and  in 
due  and  feafonable  time  to  repair  on 
board  the  faid  fhip  called  the 
and  during  the  term  of 
months  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power 
and  ability  refpedtivcly  to  difcharge 
our  feveral  fervices  or  ftations,  and 
in  every  thing  to  be  conformable  and 
obedient  to  the  ieveral  requirings  and 
lawful  commands  of  the  faid 
and  his  fucceffors  in  command. 

Secondly,  We  do  alfo  ob’ige  and 
fubjedt  ourfelves  to  ferve  on  board  the 
faid  ffiip  during  the  fa  id  cruize,  and 
as  file  is  a  fiftp  of  war,  we  do  feveraiiy 
oblige  ourfelves  by  thefe  articles,  to 
comply  with,  and  be  fiibjedt  to  the 
rules  and  discipline  of  the  American 
fleet,  as  eftablifhed  by  the  Congrefs, 
and  to  be  governed  and  commanded 
in  time  of  adtion  with  an  enemy,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  fame  rules,  and  fub- 
mit  ourfelves  to  the  fame  punifhments 
and  penalties  as  are  there  inflidled, 
in  cafe  we  or  any  of  us  offer  to  defert; 
our  quarters,  or  not  obey  the  com¬ 
mands  of  the  faid  or  his 

fucceffors  in  command,  in  giving 
chace  to  any  fhip  or  fhips,  veflel  or 
veffels,  or  otherwife,  and  if  upon  a 
ferutiny  of  our  fiid  or 

his  faid  officers,  we  or  any  of  us  fhould 
be  found  guilty  of  any  breach  contra¬ 
ry  to  the  tenor  of  this  agreement,  or 
any  adt  of  cowardice,  we  do  hereby 
feveraiiy  fubmit  and  agree  to  allow 
and  forfeit  our  feveral  and  refpeftive 
fh ares  of  and  in  any  prize  or  prizes 

we 
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we  ft  all  then  have  taken,  to  be  di¬ 
vided  amongft  the  laid  fhip’s  com¬ 
pany. 

Thirdly,  We  do  alfo  feverally 
agree  and  oblige  ourfelves  that  when 
any  prize  or  prizes  have  been  taken, 
to  follow  the  exprefs  directions  of  the 
faid  or  his  fucceffiors  in 

boarding  the  faid  prize,  and  be  under 
the  command  of  any  officer  whom  the 
Paid  ft  all  appoint  and 

be  a  Sifting  to  him  to  carry  the  faid 
prize  to  whatever  port  or  ports  inch 
prize  or  prizes  ftall  be  affigned  by 
the  faid  And  we  do  here¬ 

by  feverally  agree  and  covenant  in 
that  cafe,  to  be  true  and  faithful  in 
difeharge  of  our  duty  and  truft,  and 
will  not  in  any  fhape  embezzle,  de¬ 
fraud  or  plunder  any  thing  on  board 
fuch  prize  or  prizes,  and  in  cafe  any 
or  either  of  us  ftall  be  found  guilty  of 
any  breach  contrary  to  the  true  mean¬ 
ing  of  this  agreement,  we,  and  fuch 
of  us  being  guilty  thereof,  do  hereby 
feverally  fubmit  and  agree  to  allow 
ft  much  of  all  and  every  of  our  ftares, 
and  part  of  our  ftares  of  and  in  the 
faid  prize  or  prizes  then  or  thence  af¬ 
ter  to  betaken,  and  of  all  our  refpec- 
tive  wa^es,  that  then  ftall  be  due  and 

O  7 

coming  to  us  in  refpedl  of  our  fervices 
as  ftall  make  good  fuch  plunder  or 
embezzlement  we  ftall  have  been 
found  guilty  of. 

Fourthly,  And  it  is  alfo  further 
agreed  to  be  the  true  intent  and  mean¬ 
ing  of  all  parties  hereto,  that  the  of¬ 
ficer  or  officers  or  any  of  the  ftip’s 
company  fent  on  board  any  prize, 
ftall  have  as  good  a  fhare  and  intereft 
of  any  prize,  that  ftall  be  thereafter 
taken,  during  his  or  their  abfence, 
as  if  he  or  they  had  been  on  board 
the  faid  veffel,  at  the  time  of  taking 
thereof,  any  thing  here  contained  to 
the  contrary  notvvithftanding.  Pro¬ 
vided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  agreed 
to  be  the  meaning  of  the  faid  laft 
mentioned  claufe,  that  if  the  faid  of¬ 
ficer  or  officers,  and  fuch  of  the  faid 
ftip’s  company  to  whom  the  conduct 


and  management  of  any  prize  has 
been  en trailed,  do  not  (full  having 
accepted  the  commands  of  die  faid 
commanders  concerning  the  faid 
prize  under  his  or  their  cuftody)  im¬ 
mediately  repair  to  the  refpe&ive 
port  or  harbour  where  the  faid 
or  his  fucceffors  in  command  ftall 
order,  or  do  not  proceed  with  die  laid 
prize  or  prizes  ft  taken  to  the  refpec- 
tive  port  or  ports  to  be  affigned  by 
the  faid  for  the  time 

being,  that  then,  and  in  failure  of 
any  or  either  of  the  agreements  afore- 
faid  contained  on  our  parts,  we  and 
each  and  every  of  us  ft  offending,  do 
hereby  feverally  fubmit  and  agree  to 
be  cafhiered,  not  only  our  Several 
and  refpediive  interefts  and  ftares  of, 
and  in  the  captures  of  prize-money, 
but  totally  to  be  excluded  and  di vet¬ 
ted  from  the  payment  of  any  wages 
then  due  to  us,  for  and  in  refpedt  of 
our  feveral  fervices  on  board  the  faid 
Flip  .  and  the  intereft  and 

ftares  of  fuch  delinquents  that  would 
otherwife  have  accrued  to  us. 

Fifthly,  And  the  faid 
for  and  in  behalf  of '  himfelf  and  the 
Thirteen  United  Colonies  of  North- 
America,  doth  hereby  covenant  and 
agree  to,  and  with  the  faid  officers, 
feamen  and  marines,  whofe  names 
or  marks  are  hereto  fet  and  fubferibed, 
to  pay  them  in  confideration  of 
fuch  fervices  fo  much  money  per 
month,  as.  in  a  fchedule  hereunder 
mentioned,  is  fet  oppofite  to  the 
names  or  marks  of  each  refpc&ive  of¬ 
ficer,  feaman,  or  landman  ;  and 
likewife  to  advance  to  each  and  every 
of  them  one  month’s  pay  at  entrance 
(due  fecurity  for  the  fame  being  firft 
given  ;)  the  receipt  whereof  they  do 
hereby  acknowledge. 

Sixthly,  And  as  an  encouragement 
to  exert  the  valour  of  the  feamen  and 
marines  in  defending  the  faid  fhip, 
and  in  fubduing  and  diftrefling  the 
faid  enemy,  the  faid 
for  and  on  behalf  of  the  faid  Thirteen 
United  Colonies  of  North-America, 

doth 
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doth  further  covenant,  promife  and 
agree  to,  and  with  all  and  every 
the  officers,  feaiilen  and  marines, 
parties  hereto,  that  in  cafe  any  prize 
or  prizes  fliall  be  taken  by  the  laid 
fhip  during  the  intended  cruize,  that 
the  fame  Ik  all  be  proceeded  againff, 
and  diffributed  according  to  the  refo- 
lutions  of  Congrefs. 

Seventhly,  And  it  is  by  thefe  pre¬ 
fen  ts  mutually  agreed  and  contented 
to  by  and  between  the  faid 
and  every  the  officers,  feamen  and 
marines  parties  hereto,  that  in  cafe 
the  commander  for  the  time  being 
lofe  a  limb  in  an  engagement,  or  be 
otherwife  difabled  fo  as  to  be  render¬ 
ed  incapable  afterwards  of  getting  a 
livelihood  to  fubfiff:  upon,  he  lhall  re¬ 
ceive  out  of  the  net  profits  of  fuch 
prize  or  prizes,  or  prize  goods,  if  fo 
much  arife,  before  dividend  or  diffri- 
bution  be  declared,  the  fum  of  four 
hundred  dollars  ;  or  if  he  lofe  his 
life,  his  widow  or  children  (if  any), 
fhall  receive  the  faid  bounty  of  four 
hundred  dollars,  together  with  all 
prize-money  to  him  belonging  at  the 
time  of  his  deceafe.  And  if  the 
captain  of  the  marines,  or  any  other 
com  million  or  warrant  officer  lofe  a 
limb,  or  be  otherwife  diiabled,  fo  as 
to  be  rendered  incapable  afterwards 
of  getting  a  fubfiffence,  he  or  they  fo 
difabled  fhall  receive  a  bounty  of 
three  hundred  dollars,  if  fo  much 
arife  from  the  net  profits  as  aforelaid  ; 
and  in  cafe  of  death,  the  widow  or 
children  (if  any),  is,  are,  and  (hall 
be  inti  tied  to  the  fame,  together 
with  their  lhare  of  prize-money  due 
at  the  time  of  their  deceafe.  And  if 
an  inferior  officer,  feaman  or  marine, 
lole  a  limb,  or  i  c  oth  r  wife  difabled, 
fo  as  to  be  rendered  incapable  after¬ 
wards  of  getting  a  fubiillence,  he  or 
they  fhall  receive  a  bounty  of  t'.vo 
hundred  dollars,  to  be  deducted  as 
aforefaid  ;  and  in  cafe  of  dea  h,  his 
widow  or  chil  Iren  (if  any),  is,  are, 
and  fhall  be  infilled  to  the  fame,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  lhare’  of  prize-money 
due  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe. 


He  who  firfi:  difeovers  a  Ihip  or  veA 
fel  which  lhall  afterwards  become  a 
prize,  lhall  be  intitled  to  a  double 
lhare  of  fuch  prize. 

There  lhall  be  ten  Hi  ares  of  every 
prize,  which  fliall  be  taken  and  con¬ 
demned,  fet  apart  to  be  given  to  fuch 
inferior  officers,  feamen  and  marines, 
as  lhall  be  adjudged  bell  to  deferve 
them  by  the  fuperior  officers,  who 
fhall  be  appointed  to  make  fuch  de¬ 
termination. 

He  who  fhall  firfi  board  a  fhip  or 
other  velfel,  making  refifiance,  which 
lhall  become  a  prize,  fhall  be  intitled 
to  a  triple  fhare. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  parties  to  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  articles  and  orders,  that 
any  of  the  officers,  feamen  and  ma¬ 
rines,  fhall  be  liable  to  be  removed  by 
the  Congrefs  or  committee  of  the 
Congrefs,  during  the  recefs  thereof, 
cr  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
American  fleet  for  the  time  being, 
from  the  aforefaid  velfel  to  any  other 
armed  velfel  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  Colonies,  any  thing  contain¬ 
ing  in  the  foregoing  orders  and  ar¬ 
ticles  notwithfianding. 

The  Congrefs  then  took  into  con- 
fideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  North-Carolina,  whereupon. 

Refolved,  That  the  two  battalions 
which  the  Congrefs  directed  to  be 
railed  in  the  Colony  of  North-Caro- 
linn,  be  encreafed  to  the  continental 
effablifhment,  and  kept  in  pay  at  the 
expence  of  the  United  Colonies  for 
one  year  from  this  t.me,  or  until  the 
f  rt  or  order  of  Congrefs,  as  well  for 
tl  e  purpole  of  defending  the  good 
pe  p'e  of  that  Colony,  again!!;  the 
attacks  of  minifterial  opprefiion,  as 
addling  the  adjacent  Colonies. 

That  the  delegates  of  the  Colony 
of  North-Carolina,  be  directed  to 
pur^n  ie  a  number  of  drums,  fifes 
and  co  ours  fui table  for  the  faid  bat¬ 
talions,  and  that  the  prefident  be 
directed  to  draw  on  the  continental 

trea- 
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treafurers  for  a  fum  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  dollars  for  the  payment 
thereof. 

That  the  convention  or  committee 
of  fafety  of  North-Carolina,  be  de- 
iired  to  employ  immediately  all  the 
gunfrniths  in  that  Colony,  in  the 
making  of  mufquets  and  bayonets  of 
the  fize,  and  in  the  manner  recom¬ 
mended  by  Congrefs  the  4th  of  this 
inftant,  November. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
convention  or  committee  of  fafety  of 
North- Carolina,  in  cafe  the  method 
of  defending  the  {aid  Colony  by  mi¬ 
nute  men  be  inadequate  to  the  pur- 
pofe,  to  fubkitute  fuch  other  mode  as 
to  them  fhall  appear  moil  likely  to 
eked  the  fecurity  of  that  Colony. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day 
the  Congrefs  took  into  conlideration 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
memorials  of  the  tea-holders,  and  the 
fame  being  debated. 

On  the  queilion  put  to  agree  to  it. 

Carried  in  the  negative. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred  being  poilponed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

WedneJ'day ,  November  29,  1775, 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler  by 
exprefs  being  received,  was  read, 
containing  an  account  of  the  conti¬ 
nental  troops  under  Brigadier  Gene¬ 
ral  Montgomery,  having  taken  pof- 
feflion  of  Montreal  on  the  12th  ink. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  the  petition  of  Dovvnham 
Newton,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  taken  into  conlideration, 
whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  Downham 
Newton  be  permitted  to  export  on 
board  his  velfel  on  the  terms  propofed^ 
in  his  petition,  fuch  provifions  of 
pork  and  flour  as  he  fhall  think  pro¬ 
per. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confider- 

o 

ation  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  flate  of  the  treafury,  and  there¬ 
upon  came  to  the  following  refolu- 
tion. 
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Refolved,  That  bills  of  credit  be 
emitted  by  Congrefs  to  the  amount 
of  three  millions  of  dollars. 

That  the  committee  on  the  (late 
of  the  treafury  be  directed  to  confult 
the  printer,  and  report  the  numbers 
and  denominations  of  the  bills  to  be 
emitted,  and  that  they  contrad  for 
proper  paper  for  printing  the  faid 
bills. 

The  committee  on  the  proclama¬ 
tions  brought  in  their  report*  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  for  the  perufal  of  the  members. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred  being  pokponed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow# 

cThurfdayy  November  30,  1775- 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  revife  the  journal  of  laft 
fefiion,  be  direded  to  revife  the  jour¬ 
nal  of  the  prefent,  in  order  to  its 
being  printed  ;  and  that  it  be  an  in- 
ftrudion  to  the  faid  committee,  to 
examine  whether  it  will  yet  be  proper 
to  publifh  any  of  thofe  parts  omitted 
in  the  journal  of  laft  feffion. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Wythe  be  ad¬ 
ded  to  the  faid  committee,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Rutledge,  who  is  ab- 
fent. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  prepare  letters 
of  thanks  to  the  three  general  officers 
in  the  northern  department  for  their 
fer  vices. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon, 
Mr.  W.  Livingkon,  and  Mr.  Jay. 

The  Congrefs  then  relumed  the 
confideration  of  General  Washing¬ 
ton’s  letter,  and  thereupon  came  to 
the  following  refolutions. 

Refolved,  That  the  general  be 
direded  to  l'ufpend  the  railing  the  two 
battalions  of  marines  out  of  his  pre¬ 
fent  army. 

That  the  two  battalions  of  marines 
be  raifed  independent  of  the  army 
already  ordered  for  the  fervice  in 
M  akach  u  fc  t  ts-  B  ay . 

That  no  bounty  be  allowed  to  the 
army  on  re-inliflment. 

I  Sundry 
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Sundry  letters  from  General  Schuy¬ 
ler,  W .  Livingdon,  Elq.  and  the 
committee  lent  to  the  northward  be¬ 
ing  received,  were  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  conli- 
deraron  of  the  general’s  letter,  and 
the  other  matters  to  this  day  referred, 
be  podponeu  till  to-morrow. 
Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday ,  December  I,  1775. 

The  Congrels  relumed  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  letter  from  General 
Wafhington,  whereupon,  Relolved, 
That  the  five  hundred  thoufand  dol- 
lar^  lately  ordered,  be  forwarded  with 
all  poffible  expedition  to  General 
Wafhington,  that  he  may  be  enabled 
to  pay  iuch  foldiers  as  will  re-inlid 
for  the  fucceeding  year,  their  wages 
for  the  months  of  Odober,  Novem¬ 
ber  and  December,  and  alfo  advance 
them  one  month’s  pay. 

That  the  governments  of  Nevv- 
England  be  informed  of  the  refolution 
of  Congrels  relative  to  the  pay  or- 
deied  to  be  made  and  advanced  to 
the  army,  and  be  defired  to  promote 
the  recruiting  lervice  in  the  prefent 
army,  as  well  as  in  their  feveral  co¬ 
lonies. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of 
Frederkk-Town,  in  Adaiyland,  was 
received  and  read,  containing  an  ac¬ 
count  of  their  having  apprehended 
Major  Connolly  and  his  affociatcs, 
and  defiring  the  advice  of  Congiefs 
with  reg  trd  to  the  prifoners. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  letters, 
with  the  papers  inclofed,  be  referred 
to  the  delegates  of  Virginia. 

Refolvt  d,  That  the  farther  confe¬ 
deration  of  the  general’s  letter,  and 
the  other  matters  to  this  day  referred, 
be  poltpone  i  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  j  o  o’clock  to-morrow. 
Saturday ,  Dccem  be  r  2 ,  1  7  7  - . 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of 
Northampton  in  Virginia,  with  fun- 
dry  papers  in  doled,  was  received  and 
'  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  refer¬ 
red  to  the  committee  on  the  Hate  of 
Virginia. 
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,  Refolved,  That  Mr.  Paca  be  ad- 
aed  to  that  committee  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Johnfon,  who  is  abfent. 

Refolved,  That  the  naval  commit¬ 
tee  be  directed  to  confer  with  Cap¬ 
tain  St, me,  and  engage  him  and  his 
vellel  on  the  mod  reafonable  terms  in 
the  fer vice  of  the  continent,  for  the 
purpoie  of  taking  or  dedroying  the 
cutters  and  armed  vedels  in  Chefapeak 
Bay,  under  lord  Dunmofe. 

Relolved,  I  hat  Colonel  Idarri foil 
do  immediately  proceed  to  Maryland, 
and  be  impowered  with  the  delegates 
of  that  Colony,  or  any  one  or  more 
of  them,  to  take  fuch  meafures  as 
appear  to  them  mod  effectual  to  pro¬ 
cure,  with  all  pofiible  diipatch,  two 
or  three  armed  vedels  to  cruize  on, 
take  or  dedroy  armed  vedels,  cutters* 
and  flips  of  war  of  the  enemy,  that 
may  be  found  in  the  bay  of  Chefa- 
peak,  or  coads  of  Virginia  and  Ma¬ 
ryland. 

Whereas  dedgns  are  formed  by  cer¬ 
tain  miniderial  partizar.s  in  the  coun¬ 
ties  of  Norfolk  and  Princefs-Ann, 
and  fome  other  parts  of  Virginia,  on 
Cnefapeak-Bay,  under  the  influence 
of  Lord  Dunmore,  to  contravene  the 
non-exportation  agreement,  by  ex¬ 
porting  pro vi lions  and  other  produce 
of  that  country  to  the  Wed-Inaia 
Blands,  and  thereby  injure  the  inte- 
relL  and  weaken  the  efforts  of  the 
United  Colonies,  in  opposing  the 
prefen t  oppreffive  fydem  of  the"  Bri- 
tifh  minidry. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  armed  vef- 
fels  be  authorifed  and  direded  to  ieize 
and  detain  until  the  further  order  of 
this  Congrefs,  all  fuch  kips  and  vef- 
lels  as  they  may  find  employed  in 
iuch  exportations  from  the  *  places 
a  fore  faid. 

Refolved,  I  hat  the  naval  commit¬ 
tee  be  direded  to  employ  the  armed 
floop,  commanded  by  Captain  Abra¬ 
ham  Whipple,  of  Rhode-ifland,  now 
on  a  voyage  to  this  port,  and  diipatch 
her  forthwith  to  aid  the  marine  bufi- 
nefs  to  the  iouthward. 


Tha.t 
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That  the  faid  committee  be  direct¬ 
ed  to  prepare  a  proper  commilfion  for 
the  captains  or  commanders  of  the 
fhips  ot  war  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

Reio  ved,  f'hat  the  colonel  or  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  battaFon  now 
in  the  barracks  at  Phiiade^hia,  be 
ordered  to  keep  a  regular  guard  over 
the  fhips  and  (lores  belonging  to  the 
United  Colonies,  at  or  on  the  wharfs, 
or  in  the  ftores  on  the  wharfs  ot  Melf. 
Willing  and  Morris,  and  Mr.  Cuth- 
bert. 

The  affiembly  of  New-Jerfey  hav- 
ing  by  a  refoiution  of  their  houfe, 
accepted  the  reugnation  of  two  of 
their  delegates,  and  confirmed  the 
other  three,  and  by  another  refoiu¬ 
tion  enlarged  their  power,  the  faid 
resolutions  were  laid  before  Congrefs, 
and  read  as  follows  : 

Nevj-Jcrjey ,  Houfe  of  AJfembly, 
Nov.  22,  1775. 

The  houfe  taking  into  confideration 
the  requeft  of  James  Kinfey  and  John 
D.  Hart,  Efquires,  two  of  the  dele¬ 
gates  appointed  by  this  houfe  to  at¬ 
tend  the  Continental  Congrefs,  for 
leave  to  reiign  their  faid  appointment. 

Refolved,  That  the  reafons  given 
by  thofe  gentlemen  for  their  refigna- 
tion  appear  to  this  houfe  to  be  iatis- 
factory,  and  that  their  refignation 
therefore  be  accepted,  thereupon 

Refolved,  That  the  three  remain¬ 
ing  delegates,  or  any  two  of  them, 
reprefent  the  Colony  during  the  pre- 
fent  Continental  Congrefs. 

T iurfiay,  November  30,  1775. 

The  houfe  taking  into  confideration 
the  inconvenience  arifing  from  re¬ 
quiring  the  attendance  of  two  of  the 
delegates  to  reprefent  the  Colony  in 
the  Continental  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  any  one  of  the 
three  delegates  appointed  to  attend 
the  Congrefs  be,  and  inch  delegate 
is  hereby  fully  authorized  to  repre¬ 
sent  this  Colony  during  Congrefs. 

A  true  copy  Irom  the  votes. 
Rich.  Smith,  Clk. of  Afiembly. 


The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  form  of  a  com  million  re¬ 
ported  the  fame,  which  was  read  and 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  three  hundred  co¬ 
pies  be  immediately  printed  with 
proper  blanks. 

Application  being  made  in  hcffialf 
of  Captain  Jenkins,  lor  leave  to  ex¬ 
port  a  quantity  of  provificns  to  the 
ifland  of  Nantucket,  for  the  internal 
confumption  of  its  inhabitants,  and 
it  being  reprefented  that  he  had  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  alfembly  or  general  cour 
of  Malfachufetts-Bay,  and  that  the 
committee  of  Falmouth,  to  whom  he 
was  by  them  referred,  not  having  it 
in  their  power  to  furnifh  the  provi- 
fions  wanted,  had  recommended  him 
to  Congrefs  to  be  fupplied  with  the 
fame  at  fome  port  in  the  middle  or 
fouthern  Colonies. 

Refolved,  That  per  million  be 
granted  to  Captain  Jenkins,  to  carry 
the  provifions  fpecified  in  the  certifi¬ 
cate  of  the  committee  of  Falmouth, 
for  the  internal  confumption  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Nantucket,  he  firlt 
taking  an  oath,  and  giving  bond  to 
the  committee  of  infpe£lion  and  ob- 
fervation,  for  the  city  and  liberties 
of  Philadelphia,  to  purfue  their  in- 
ilrudlions  in  his  voyage,  and  to  ufe 
his  utmoli  endeavours  not  to  fall  into 
the  power  of  the  cutters  or  armed 
velTels  of  the  enemy. 

The  committee  on  the  Hate  of  the 
treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  read,  whereupon, 

Refjlved,  That  the  number  and 
denominations  of  the  bills  ordered  to 
be  emitted  be  as  follows  :  . 

83,334  of  8  dollars  each 

83,333  °f  7  d°- 

83,333  of  6  do. 

83.333  of  5  do- 

83.334  of  4  do. 

83-333  °f  3  d°- 
83.333  °f  2  d°- 
83.333  °f  1  d°* 

Refolved,  That  the  plates  ufed  in 
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the  laft  emiffion  be  ufed  for  finking 
oif  and  printing  the  above  bills. 

Refolved,  That  the  gentlemen  who 
fuperin tended  the  prefs  at  the  lalt 
emiffion,  be  impowcred  to  fuperin- 
tend  the  printing  thefe  bills. 

Reiolved,  That  the  committee  on 
the  {Lite  of  the  treafury  be  diredled  to 
enquire  about  proper  p  'rfons  to  fign 
and  number  faid  bills,  and  report  to 
Congrefs. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  general’#  letter, 
whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  regiment  of 
artillery  con  fill  of  one  colonel,  two 
lieutenant-colonels,  two  majors,  and 
twelve  companies. 

That  the  general  be  informed  that 
two  gentlemen,  namely,  'Thomas 
Crafts,  jun.  and  George  Trott,  Ef- 
quires,  have  been  recommended  to 
Congrefs  as  proper  perfons  for  field 
officers  in  faid  regiment,  and  that  the 
general  enquire  ffito  their  characters 
and  abilities,  and  if  upon  enquiry  he 
fhall  judge  them  proper,  and  that  the 
appointment  of  them  will  oecafion 
no  dilturbance  or  difguft  in  the  regi¬ 
ment,  that  he  appoint  them  and  ac¬ 
quaint  Congrefs  thereof. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  an  inflru&ion 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  con¬ 
tract  for  fupplying  the  prifoners,  that 
Mr.  D.  Franks,  of  this  city,  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  fupply  the  troops,  who  are 
prifoners  in  this  Colony,  with  pro- 
vifions  and  other  neceffaries  at  the 
cxpence  of  the  crown,  and  to  fell 
his  bills  for  fuch  fums  of  money  as 
are  neceffiary  for  that  purpofe,  and 
that  the  faid  committee  confer  with 
Mr.  Franks,  and  enquire  whether  he 
will  alfo  undertake  on  the  fame  terms 
to  fupply  the  prifoners  in  other  Colo¬ 
nies, 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  con  ft  - 
dcration  of  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee,  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  aflembly  or  general  court  of 
colony  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  to 


ufe  all  the  means  in  their  power,  that 
the  army  before  Bofton  be  fupplied 
with  wood  and  hay  on  the  moil  rea- 
fonable  terms. 

That  in  the  new  eflablifhment  of 
the  army  the  general  officers  be  not 
allowed  regiments,  nor  the  field  offi¬ 
cers  companies. 

That  all  perfons  taken  in  arms  on 
board  any  prize  be  deemed  prifoners 
at  the  difpofal  of  the  general,  whe¬ 
ther  the  prize  be  taken  by  veffels 
fitted  out  in  the  pay  of  the  continent 
or  by  others. 

That  fuch  as  are  taken  be  treated 
as  prifoners  of  war,  but  with  huma¬ 
nity,  and  be  allowed  the  fame  rations 
as  the  troops  in  the  fervice  of  the 
continent;  that  the  officers  being  in 
pay  fhould  fupply  themfelves  with 
cloaths,  their  bills  to  be  taken  for 
the  fame,  that  the  foldiers  be  furnifh- 
ed  as  they  now  are. 

That  as  the  new  army  in  Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay  is  calculated  to  oppofe  the 
army  at  Bofton,  it  is  not  expeCted 
that  the  general  fhould  detach  any 
part  of  it  to  New- York  or  elfewhere, 
unlefs  it  appear  to  him  neceffary  io 
to  do  for  the  common  fafety. 

That  the  troops  in  the  new  army 
be  paid  monthly. 

That  an  exchange  cf  prifoners  will 
be  proper,  citizens  for  citizens,  offi¬ 
cers  for  officers  of  equal  rank,  and 
foldier  for  foldier. 

That  Enfign  Moland  be  detained 
in  the  place  where  he  now  is,  until 
exchanged. 

That  this  Congrefs  approve  the 
terms  on  which  the  artificers  of  dif¬ 
ferent  foits  have  been  employed  in 
the  army  ;  and  that  the  general  go 
on  upon  the  prefent  agreement,  as 
being  the  belt  that  can  probably  be 
made. 

That  the  general  be  di refled  to 
pick  out  from  each  of  the  rifle  com¬ 
panies  fuch  as  are  not  markfmen, 
and  difmifs  them  in  fuch  manner  as 
will  be  fa  fed,  with  an  allowance  of 
pay  to  go  home,  if  they  do  not  chufe 
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ton  be  dire&ed  to  apply  to  General 
Howe  on  this  matter,  and  defire  that 
he  may  be  exchanged. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re? 
ferred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  on  Monday. 
Monday ,  December  4,  1775- 
The  committee  to  whom  the  ac¬ 
counts  from  Maffachufetts-Bay  were 
referred,  reported  that  for  want  of 
proper  vouchers  they  were  not  able 
to  proceed  on  that  bufinefs,  and  theie- 
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to  inlift  in  other  battalions,  and  in 
tire  mean  time  that  all  receive  their 
pay. 

That  what  artillery  of  different 
kinds  can  be  fpared  from  New-York 
and  Crown-Point,  be  procured  and 
forwarded  to  the  army  before  Bofton. 

That  the  Indians  of  St.  Francis, 

Penobfcot,  Stockbridge,  and  St. 

John’s,  and  other  tribes,  may  be 
called  on  in  cafe  of  real  necefiity,  and 
that  the  giving  them  prefents  is  Tun¬ 
able  and  proper. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  ap-  .  . 

pointed  to  devife  the  bell  mode  of  upon  their  requeft  be  dilcharged 
having  exprefl'es  (perfons  of  charac-  Refolved,  That  the _  sum  or  forty 


fore  defiring  to  be  difcharged. 

Refolved,  That  the  laid  committee 


ter)  polled  along  the  roads  at  differ¬ 
ent  diftances,  for  the  purpofe  of  con¬ 
veying  early  and  frequent  intelli¬ 
gence. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Frank¬ 
lin,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Deane. 

That  as  much  lead  as  can  be  fpared 
from  the  northern  department,  and 
is  wanted  at  the  camp  at  Cambridge, 
be  fent  down  from  Ticonderoga  to 
Cambridge. 

That  "the  Congrefs  approve  the 
general’s  fitting  cut  armed  velfels  to 
intercept  the  enemies  fupplies. 

That  when  the  army  receives  fuch 
fupplies  of  powder  as  to  be  enabled 
to  fpare  feme  to  the  country,  that  it 
be  fold  to  them  at  a  reafonabie  price. 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  di¬ 
rected  to  enquire  what  ariicies  are 
neceffary  for  the  ufe  of  the  army, 
and  how  they  may  be  procured  and 

report  to  Congrefs. 

>  Ordered,  That  the  refolutions 
paired  on  the  general’s  letters,  and 


thoufand  dollars  be  advanced  to  the 
colony  of  New-FIampfhire,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  expences  by  them  incur  led, 
the  faid  Colony  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  four 
hundred  and  forty-three  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dol¬ 
lars,  and  one-third  of  a  dollar,  be 
paid  to  the  colony  of  Maffachufetts- 
Bay  in  part  of  their  account,  the  faid 
Colony  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  fums  be 
paid  out  of  the  emiffion  laft  ordered 
by  Congrefs. 

The  committee  on  the  fate  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  to  whom  were  referred  the  let¬ 
ters  received  on  Saturday  laft,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration,  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  three  companies 
of  the  battalions  railed  in  the  colony 
of  Pen nfyl vania  immediately  march 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Irvine,  into  Northampton 
county,  in  Virginia,  for  the  protec- 
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6n  the  report  of  the  committee  of  tion  of  the  aflociation  in  thufe  parts, 
1  1  _ _ 00  ^r»d  for  the  defence  thereof  anainit 


conference  and  other  refolutions  as 
relate  to  the  eftablifhment  of  the  new 
army,  not  already  forwarded,  be  fent 
by  exprefs  to  the  general. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that 
Mr.  Ethan  Allen,  who  was  taken 
prifoner  near  Montreal  is  confined 
in  irons  on  board  a  veffel  in  the  river 
St.  Lawrence. 

Refolved,  That  General  Wafhing- 


and  for  the  defence  thereof  again# 
the  defiens  of  the  enemies  of  Ame- 

O 

rica. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  and  it  is 
hereby  recommended  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  colony  of  Virginia,  to 
refill  to  the  utmoti  the  ar binary  go¬ 
vernment  Intended  to  be  enablilhed, 
therein  by  1.  r  governor  lord  Dun- 
more,  as  maniteitly  appears  by  the 

whole 


» 
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whole  tenor  of  his  lordfhip’s  conduit 
for  Tome  months  pah. 

Whereas  lord  Dunmore,  by  his 
proclamation  lately  publi/hed,  has 
declared  his  intention  to  execute  mar¬ 
tial  law,  thereby  tearing  up  the  foun¬ 
dations  of  civil  authority  and  govern¬ 
ment  within  the  laid  Colony. 

Refolved  therefore,  That  if  the 
convention  of  Virginia  fhall  find  it 
necefLry  to  edabliih  a  form  of  go¬ 
vernment  in  that  Colony,  it  be  re¬ 
commended  to  that  convention  to 
cab  a  full  and  free  reprefen tation  of 
the  people,  and  that  the  faid  rep  re¬ 
fen  tatives,  if  they  think  it  neceflary, 
ehabhfh  fuch  form  of  government,  as 
in  tnen  judgment  will  bed  produce 
the  happinefs  of  the  people,  and  mod 
effectually  fecure  peace  and  good  or¬ 
der  in  the  Colony,  during  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  prefent  dilputc  between 
Great-Jbritain  and  the  Colonies. 

Refolvea,  That  the  committee  on 
the  hate  of  Virginia  have  leave,  at 
their  requeft,  to  fit  again. 

Reiolved,  1  nat  in  the  prefent 
iituation  of  affairs,  it  will  be  very 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  and  welfare 
of  America,  if  any  Colony  fhould 
feparately  petition  the  King  or  either 
houfe  of  parliament. 

Refolved,  1  hat  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
a/Tembly  of  New  Jerfey. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr  Dick- 
infon,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  Jay. 

Refolved,  That  Carlifle,  in  the 
Colony  of  Pennsylvania,  be  afligned, 
as  well  as  the  three  towns  of  Read¬ 
ing,  Lsncafter,  and  York,  for  the 
reception  of  the  pnfoners  taken  at 
St.  John’s. 

Reiolved,  That  the  president  write 
to  Mr.  Knox  by  the  iirft  exprefs  to 
Albany,  arid  dciire  him,  in  cafe  the 
fervice  he  is  upon  wi  1  admit,  tore- 
pair  to  the  fortreffes  on  lied  Ton’s 
River,  in  the  high)  nils,  and  infped 
th*  date  of  the  works  carrying  on 
there,  and  the  fituadon  of  the  places 
adjacent,  and  tranfniit  an  account 
thereof  to  Congrefs. 
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^  The  delegates  of  Maflachufetts- 
Bay,  laid  before  Congrefs  a  refolu- 
tion  of  the  general  court  of  that  Co¬ 
lony  palled  in  November  lad,  ex¬ 
tending  the  com  million  of  their  dele¬ 
gates  co  the  lait  day  of  January, 
which  was  read. 

1  he  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred  being  podponed. 

Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  to  morrow. 

1 Tucfday ,  Dece?nker  5,  177^. 

Rem!  ved,  i  hat  the  naval  commit¬ 
tee  be  indru&ed  to  engage  the  feamen 
and  marines  to  the  fird  of  January 
1 7 7 7 ^  unlefs  fooner  difeharged.  It 
being  fuggeded  that  the  refolution  of 
Congrefs  palled  the  2d  indant,  rela¬ 
tive  to  Captain  Jenkins,  was  grounded 
on  a  midake  wi-h  regard  to  facts. 

Refolvea,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  take  the  mat¬ 
ter  into  consideration,  enquire  into 
fafts,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr  J. 
Adams,  Mr.  Cufhing,  and  Mr. 
McKean. 

The  committee  of  claims  applying 
for  indrudtions,  with  regard  to  fun^ 
dry  charges  in  the  accounts  laid  before 
them  from  the  colony  of  Rhode- 
Idand. 

Refob.  ed.  That  the  charge  for 
purchafe  of  arms  be  not  allowed. 

1  hat  the  charge  for  repairing  arms 
be  not  allowed. 

i  hat  the  expence  of  removing  the 
dock  from  Biock-lfland  and  other 
places,  in  confequence  of  the  requed 
or  the  general  be  charged  to  the 
continent. 

J  hat  the  twelve  cannon  furnifhed 
to  the  army  in  the  camp  at  Cambridge 
by  the  government  of  RhodeJdand, 
be  allowed  in  their  accounts. 

Refolved,  I  hat  the  farther  confi- 
derat. on  of  this  matter  be  deterred 
till  to-morrow. 

Refolved,  That  thofe  who  fupply 
the  three  companies  ordered  to  North¬ 
ampton  with  arms,  fhall  either  have 
the  fame  returned  in  kind  as  foon 
as  they  can  be  procured,  or  their  va¬ 
lue 
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lue  paid  for  by  the  United  Colonies, 
the  value  of  which  is  to  be  deducted 
from  the  pay  of  the  foldiers. 

A  letter  from  Lord  Sterling,  with 
fundry  papers  enelofed,  was  laid  be¬ 
fore  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  naval  commit¬ 
tee  have  liberty  to  purchafe  duck  and 
fuch  other  articles  as  they  may  want 
for  fitting  out  faid  veffels,  and  to 
enable  them  the'  better  to  perform 
this  fervice,  that  they  may  be  em¬ 
powered  to  take  to  their  afliifance  the 
committee  cf  the  city  and  liberties  of 
Philadelphia. 

Refolved,  That  the  form  of  the 
bills  ordered  to  be  emitted  be  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Continental  Currency, 

N®.  Dollar 

This  bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  re¬ 
ceive  Spanifh  milled  dollars, 

or  the  value  thereof  in  gold  or  filver, 
according  to  a  refolution  of  Congrefs 
palled  at  Philadelphia,  November  29, 

*775- 

Refolved,  That  each  denomina¬ 
tion  or  clafs  of  bills  be  numbered, 
beginning  with  one,  upwards,  in  ink 
of  a  different  colour  from  the  lak  e- 
mitted  bills. 

The  committee  on  re-captures 
brought  in  their  report,  which  being- 
read  and  debated,  the  Congrefs  came 
to  the  following  refolution. 

Refolved,  That  in  cafes  of  re¬ 
captures,  the  re-captors  have  and 
retain  in  lieu  of  ialvage  one  eielith 

_  O  „  O 

part  of  the  true  value  of  the  veffel 
and  cargo,  or  either  of  them,  if  the 
fame  hath  or  have  been  in  poffeflion 
of  the  enemy  twenty- four  hours,  one 
fifth  part  ir  more  than  twenty-four 
hours,  and  leis  than  forty-eight  hours ; 
one  third  part,  if  more  than  forty- 
eight  and  leis  than  ninety- fix  hours, 
and  one  half  if  more  than  ninety-fix 
hours,  unlefs  the  veffel  fhall,  after 
the  capture,  have  been  legally  con¬ 
demned  as  a  prize  by  fome  court  of 
admiralty,  in  which  cafe  the  recap¬ 
tors  to  have  the  whole ;  in  all  which 


cafes,  the  fhare  detained  or  prize  to 
be  divided  between  the  owners  of  the 
fhip  making  the  recapture,  the  Colo¬ 
ny  or  the  continent  as  the  cafe  may 
be,  and  the  captors,  agreeable  to  a 
former  refolution. 

Refolved,  As  the  army  to  the 
northward  is  likely  to  be  fupplied 
with  cloathing  at  Montreal,  that  the 
cloathing  purchafed  for  the  faid  army 
and  lent  to  Albany,  be  forwarded  by 
land  to  Mr.  Mifflin,  quarter-maker- 
general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  be¬ 
fore  Boflon. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred  being  poflponed. 

Ae.journed  to  10  o’clock  to  morrow. 

IV ednejday ,  December  6 ,  1775. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  there  is  due  to  Robert  Ervin  for 
waggon  hire,  the  fum  of  355.7  dol¬ 
lars.  # 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  the  three  prifbners 
taken  by  Capt.  A.  Whipple  in  his 
pallage  to  Philadelphia,  who  are  now 
on  board  his  veifel  be  delivered  to  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  the  Colony  of 
Pennfylvania,  who  are  directed  to  fe~ 
cure  them  in  fafe  cukody,  in  fome 
gaol  in  faid  Colony. 

A  return  being  laid  before  Congrefs 
of  the  number  of  flints  for  fafe  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  amounting 
to  upwards  of  200,000. 

Reiolved,  That  the  committee  of 
infpe&ion  of  the  city  and  liberties  of 
Philadelphia  be  deflred  to  purchafe 
faid  flints  for  the  ufe  of  the  United 
Colonies,  and  that  in  making  the 
purchafe,  attention  be  paid  to  that 
part  of  the  affociation  againk  railing* 
the  prices  of  goods. 

1'he  Congrefs  refumed  the  confl- 
deration  of  the  inkrudions  to  be 
given  to  the  committee  of  claims,  and 
on  the  quckion  put. 

Refolved,  That  the  charge  for 
bounty  in  the  account  exhibited  by 
Rhode-Ifland  againk  the  United  Co¬ 
lonies  be  re-allowed. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  pe¬ 
tition 


_ _ 


<1  %  .!■ 


4fi!* 


‘I  i  I 

I  n 


19 1  ■ 

’tt  fil  l' 

j?  ■*■ , 


s  A 
1  »s 


mmamam 


SSE 


-  V :r,  .-. :~/£ 
- 

.  ■  -ijy  A 

'  1  'Sn(ir-  -".i.-lt 


w.-s 


j  v  ...  ^  r 

■  .  . .  .- '  •'  . 


( 


) 


tltion  of  Dougal  M’Gregor  was  re¬ 
ferred,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
being  read  was  agreed  to. 

The  Congrefs  re  fumed  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  proclamations,  which  being 
debated  by  paragraphs  was  agreed  to 
as  follows  : 

We  the  delegates  of  the  Thirteen 
United  Colonies  in  North- America, 
have  taken  into  our  molt  ferious  con 
liberation,  a  proclamation  iffued  from 
the  court  of  St.  James's  on  the  twen¬ 
ty-third  day  of  Auguft  1  aft.  The 

name  of  Majefty  is  ufed  to  give  it  a 
fan&ion  and  influence ;  and,  on  that 
account,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  im¬ 
portance  to  wipe  off,  in  the  name  of 
the  people  of  thefe  United  Colonies, 
the  afperflons,  which  it  is  calculated 
to  throw  upon  our  caufe  ;  and  to  pre¬ 
vent,  as  far  as  poflible,  the  unde- 
ferved  punifhments  which  it  is  de- 
ligned  to  prepare  for  cur  friends. 
We  are  accufed  of  “  forgetting  the 
allegiance  which  we  o^'e  fo  the  power 
that  has  protected  and  lullained  us.” 
Why  all  this  ambiguity  and  obfeurity 
in  what  ought  to  be  io  plain  and  ob¬ 
vious,  as  that  lie  who  runs  may  read 
it  ?  What  allegiance  is  it  that  we 
forget !  Allegiance  to  parliament ! 
We  never  owed — we  never  owned  it. 
Allegiance  to  our  King  ?  Our  words 
have  ever  avowed  it,  our  conaudt  has 
ever  been  confident  with  it.  We 
condemn,  and  with  arms  in  our 
hands,— arefource  which  freemen  will 
never  part  with,  we  oppofe  the  claim 
and  exercile  of  unconflitutional  pow¬ 
ers,  to  which  neither  the  crown  nor 
parliament  were  ever  entitled.  By  the 
Britifh  conflitution,  our  belt  inheri¬ 
tance,  rights,  as  well  as  etudes,  de- 
feend  upon  us  ;  we  cannot  violate  the 
latter  by  defending  the  former  5  we 
fhould  a :t  in  diametrical  oppofition  to 
both,  if  w t  permitted  the  cl.  dms  of 
the  Britifh  parliament  to  be  elia- 
blifhe’d,  and  the  meafures  puriued.  in 
confftp  -nee  of  thole  claims  to  be  car¬ 
ried  in-.  >  execution  among  us.  Our 
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fagacious  anceftors  provided  mound’s 

againfl  the  inundation  of  tyranny  and 
lawlefs  power  on  one  fide,  as  well  as 
againfl  that  of  fa&ion  and  licentiouf- 
nefs  on  the  other;  On  which  fide 
has  the  breach  been  made  ?  Is  it  ob- 
jeded  againfl  us  by  the  moft  invete¬ 
rate  and  the  moft  uncandid  of  our  e- 
nemies,  that  we  have  oppofed  any  of 
the  juft  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  or 
any  legal  exertion  of  thofe  preroga¬ 
tives  ?  Why  then  are  we  accufed  of 
forgetting  our  allegiance  ?  We  have 
performed  our  duty  ,  we  have  refilled 
in  thofe  calcs,  in  which  the  right  to 
refill  is  llipulated  as  exprefsly,  on  our 
part,  as  the  right  to  govern  is,  in 
other  cafes,  llipulated  on  the  part  of 
the  crown.  The  breach  of  allegiance 
is  removed  from  our  reliftance  as  far 
as  tyranny  is  removed  from  legal  go¬ 
vernment.  It  is  aliedged  that  we 
have  proceeded  to  an  open  and  avowed 
rebellion.”  In  what  does  this  rebel¬ 
lion  coniift.  It  is  thus  deferibed— • 
“  Arraying  ourfelves  in  hoftile  man¬ 
ner  to  withftand  the  execution  of  the 
law,  and  traiteroully  preparing,  or¬ 
dering  and  levying  war  againfl  the 
Kine.”  Wre  know  of  no  laws  bind- 
on  us,  but  fuch  as  have  been 
tranfmitted  to  us  by  our  anceftors, 
and  fuch  as  have  been  confented  to  by 
ourfelves  or  our  representatives  eledled 
for  that  puroofe.  What  laws,  flampt 
with  thefe  characters,  have  we  with- 
itood  ?  We  have  indeed  defended 
them  ;  and  we  will  rifque  every  thing, 
do  every  thing,  and  fuller  every  thing 
in  their  defence.  To  fupport  our 
laws,  and  our  liberties  eilabiilhed  by 
our  laws,  vve  have  prepared,  ordered, 
and  levied  war.  But  is  this  traite¬ 
roully,  or  againfl  the  King  ?  We  view 
him  as  the  conflitution  reprelents  him. 
That  tells  us  he  can  do  no  wrong. 
The  cruel  and  illegal  attacks,  which 
we  oppofe,  have  no  foundation  in  the 
royal  authority.  We  will  not,  on 
our  part,  lo.e  the  diltindlion  between 
the  King  and  his  minilters :  happy 
would  it  have  been  for  fome  former 

princes. 
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princes,  had  it  always  been  preferved 
on  the  part  of  the  crown. 

Befides  all  this  we  obferve,  on  this 
part  of  the  proclamation,  that  “  re¬ 
bellion”  is  a  term  undefined  and  un¬ 
known  in  the  law.  It  might  have 
been  expected,  that  a  proclamation, 
which,  by  the  Britifh  eonftitution  has 
no  rther  operation  than  merely  that 
of  enforcing  what  is  already  lavv, 
would  have  had  a  known  legal  bails 
to  have  relied  upon.  A  correfpon- 
dence  between  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain  and  their  brethren  in 
America  produced,  in  better  times, 
much  fatisfaCtion  to  individuals,  and 
much  advantage  to  the  public.  By 
what  criterion  fhall  one,  who  is  un¬ 
willing  to  break  off  this  correfpond- 
ence,  and  is,  at  the  fame  time, 
anxious  not  to  expofe  himfelf  to  the 
dreadful  confequences  threatened  in 
this  proclamation — by  what  criterion 
fhall  he  regulate  his  conduct  ?  He  is 
admonifhed  not  to  carry  on  corref- 
pondence  with  the  perfons  now  in  re¬ 
bellion  in  the  Colonies.  How  fhall 
he  afcertain  f  who  are  in  rebellion,  or 
who  are  not.’  He  confults  the  lavv 
to  learn  the  nature  of  the  fuppofed 
crime  :  the  law  is  filent  upon  that 
fubjed.  This,  in  a  country  where  it 
has  been  often  faid,  and  formerly 
with  juflice,  that  the  government  is 
bylaw  and  not  by  men,  might  render 
him  perfedly  eafy.  But  proclama¬ 
tions  have  been  fome  times  dangerous 
engines  in  the  hands  of  thofe  in  pow¬ 
er.  Information  is  commanded  to  be 
given  to  one  of  the  fecretaries  of  Hate 
of  all  perfons  who  fhall  be  found 
carrying  on  correfpondence  with  the 
perfons  in  rebellion,  in  order  to  bring 
to  condign  punifhment  the  authors, 
perpetrators,  or  abettors  of  fuch  dan¬ 
gerous  defigns.”  Let  us  fuppofe,  for 
a  moment,  that  fome  perfons  in  the 
colonies  are  in  rebellion,  and  that 
thofe,  who  carry  on  correfpondence 
with  them,  might  learn  by  fome  rale, 
which  Britons  are  bound  to  know, 
how  to  difcriminate  them,  docs  it 


follow  that  all  correfpondence  with 
them  defcrves  to  be  punifhed  ?  It 
might  have  been  intended  to  apprize 
them  of  their  danger,  and  to  reclaim 
them  from  their  crimes.  By  what 
law  does  a  correfpondence  with  a  cri¬ 
minal  transfer  or  communicate  his 
guilt.  We  know  that  thofe  who  aid 
and  adhere  to  the  King’s  enemies  ; 
and  thofe,  who  correfpond  with  them 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  carry  their 
defigns  into  effedt,  are  criminal  in  the 
eye  of  the  law.  But  the  law  goes  no 
farther.  Can  proclamations*  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  principles  of  reafon  and 
juftice,  and  the  conHitution  go  farther 
than  the  law  ? 

But,  perhaps,  the  principles  of  rea¬ 
fon  and  juftice,  and  the  conftitution 
will  not  prevail :  experience  luggefls 
to  us  the  doubt.  If  they  fhould  not* 
we  muft  refort  to  arguments  drawn 
from  a  very  different  fource.  We 
therefore,  in  the  name  of  the  people 
of  thefe  United  Colonies,  and  by  au¬ 
thority,  according  to  the  purell  max¬ 
ims  of  representation,  derived  from 
them,  declare,  that  whatever  punifh- 
rnent  fhall  be  inflidted  upon  any  per¬ 
fons  in  the  power  of  our  enemies  for 
favouring,  aiding  or  abetting  the  caufe 
of  American  liberty,  fhall  be  reta¬ 
liated  in  the  fame  kind,  and  the  fame 
degree,  upon  thofe  in  our  power, 
who  have  favoured,  aided,  or  abetted, 
or  fhall  favour,  aid  or  abet  the  fyftem 
of  minifterial  oppreflion.  The  effen- 
tial  difference  between  our  caufe  and 
that  of  our  enemies,  might  juitify  a 
feverer  punifhment :  the  law  of  re¬ 
taliation  will  unqueflionably  warrant 
one  equally  fevere. 

We  mean  not,  however,  by  this 
declaration,  to  occafion  or  to  multi¬ 
ply  punifhments  :  our  foie  view  is  to 
prevent  them.  In  this  unhappy  and 
unnatural  controverfy,  in  which  Bri¬ 
tons  fight  againft  Britons,  and  the  de~ 
fcendants  of  Britons,  let  the  calami¬ 
ties  immediately  incident  ;o  a  civil 
w  it  fufEcei  .  .  i  i  ns  \yilt 
not  from  wantonnefs  be  made  to  them 
K  on 
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on  one  nde  :  we  fhall  regret  the  ne- 
ceffity,  if  laid  under  the  neceflity,  of 
making  them  on  the  other. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  pub- 
Jiftied.  * 

A  memorial  from  Colonel  Bull  was 
prefen  ted  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  taken 
into  confideration  on  Friday  next. 

Refolved,  That  Lieutenant  Fel- 
tham  have  leave  to  join  the  officers  of 
the  26th  regiment,  and  refide  with 
them  in  the  places  deftined  for  their 
reception. 

Refolved,  That  Major  Prefton,  and 
the  officer  with  him  remain  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  until  farther  orders  from  Con¬ 
grefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  in¬ 
form  Major  Prefton  of  this  refolu- 
tion. 

A  letter  from  General  Wafhington, 
dated  28th  November  being  received, 
was  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  taken 
into  confideration  to-morrow  morn¬ 
ing. 

'  The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to  morrow. 

T bur f day,  December  7,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that 
the  women  and  children  taken  at  St. 
John’s  with  the  baggage,  were  ar¬ 
rived. 

Refolved,  That  it  b  e  recommended 
to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  the  Co¬ 
lony  of  Pennfylvania,  to  have  them 
removed  in  the  cheapeft  manner,  at 
the  expence  of  the  United  Colonies, 
to  the  places  affigned  them. 

Refolved,  That  Lieutenant  George 
Cuppaidge  of  the  26th  regiment,  be 
permitted  to  go  to  New- York  lor  a 
week  upon  his  parole,  that  he  will 
neither  fpeak  nor  write  to  any  perfon 
upon  any  political  fubjeft,  or  give 
any  intelligence  what  foe  ver  upon  fucli 
topics,  and  will  return  to  Philadel¬ 
phia  at  the  end  of  the  week. 

A  letter  from  Lord  Sterling,  dated 
the  6th  was  received  and  read. 
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The  Congrefs  taking  into  confidd?'- 
ation  the  general’s  letter  of  the  28th 
ult.  came  to  the  following  relbiutions. 

Whereas  doubts  may  arife  refpeCt- 
ing  the  true  intent  and  conftruCtion 
of  a  certain  refolution  of  Congrefs, 
palled  the  4th  day  of  November  laft, 
empowering  the  general,  in  cafe  the 
neceffity  of  the  fervice  fhould  require 
it,  to  call  forth  the  minute  men  and 
militia  of  the  New  England  Colonies, 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  refolution 
lhall  not  extend  or  be  conftrued  to 
authorize  the  general  to  call  forth  the 
faid  minute-men  or  militia  without 
having  applied  to  and  obtained  the 
confent  of  thole  officers,  in  whom  the 
executive  powers  of  government  in 
thofe  colonies  may  be  veiled. 

Refolved,  That  the  preftdent  write 
letters  to  the  council  of  Maffachufetts- 
Bay,  the  convention  of  New-Hamp- 
Ihire,  and  the  governors  of  Rhode- 
Mand  and  Connecticut,  acquainting 
them  with  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
army,  and  incloling  copies  of  the  re¬ 
solutions  of  this  Congrefs  relative  to 
the  general’s  being  empowered  to  call 
forth  the  militia  ol  thole  governments, 
on  any  emergency,  and  requefting 
thofe  colonies  to  exert  themlelves  in 
defence  of  our  common  liberties,  by 
affording  the  general  all  the  aid  in 
their  power,  and  comply  with  his  re- 
queft  for  the  affiftance  of  the  militia 
whenever  he  may  find  it  neceffary  to 
apply  for  it. 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler  of 
the  zzd  of  November,  together  with 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Gen.  Mont¬ 
gomery  of  the  17th,  and  one  from 
Colonel  Arnold  of  the  14th  of  the 
fame  month,  being  received,  were 
read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day 
referred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday ,  December  8 ,  1775. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  pe¬ 
tition  of  Captain  Jenkins,  was  re¬ 
ferred,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  read. 
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The  committee  to  whom  the  lettei 
from  the  committee  of  infpeaion  of 
the  county  of  Frederic,  in  Maryland, 
relative  to  Allen  Cameron,  John 
Smith,  and  John  Connolly,  with  the 
papers  enclofed,  was  referred,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  being  taken 

into  confideration. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  Aden 
Cameron,  John  Smith,  and  Jonn 
Connolly,  be  confined  in  prifon  at 
Philadelphia  at  the  continental  ex¬ 
pence,  until  the  further  order  of  Con- 

^Ordered,  That  the  prefident  tranf- 
mit  a  copy  of  the  above  refolution  to 
the  committee  of  Frederic,  and  defire 
them  in  purfuance  thereof  to  fend  the 
prifoners  under  guard  to  Philadelphia. 

Refolved,  That  the  petition  of  Jo¬ 
nathan  Hudfon,  be  referred  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  JerFer- 
fon,  Mr.  Penn,  and  Mr.  R.  Morris. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confider- 
ation  the  letters  from  Lord  Sterling 
came  to  the  following  refolutions. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Low¬ 
ry  be  appointed  to  fupply  the  batta¬ 
lions  railed  in  New-Jerfey,  with  the 
rations  and  otner  neceftanes  allowed 

them  Tlo  a  dollar  Per  ration* 
Refolved,  That  Mr.  Crane  be  di- 
re&ed  to  give  Mr.  Lowry  proper 
orders  for  fecuring  for  the  uie  or  the 
battalions  railed  in  New-Jerfey,  the 
blankets  in  the  barracks  of  that  Co- 
lony. 

Refolved,  That  a  furgeon  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  each  battalion  in  the  feivxc 
of  the  United  Colonies  ;  and  that  his 
pay  be  twenty-five  dollars  per  calen¬ 
dar  month. 

Whereupon  William  Barnet,  junr. 
was  ek&ed  furgeon  to  Lord  Stirling  s, 
or  the  fir  ft  battalion  railed  in  New- 
Jerfey. 

Refolved,  That  a  Handing  com¬ 
mittee  compofed  of  a  member  from 
each  Colony,  be  appointed  to  receive 
the  applications,  and  examine  into 
;he  qualifications  of  the  feveral  per- 


Tons,  who  apply  for  officers  in  th 
American  army,  and  report  to  Con 
grefs. 

The  members  are,  Mr.  Bartlett, 
Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr-  Jay,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  Mr. 
Allen,  Mr.  Rodney,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  Penn,  and  Mr  Lynch. 

Refolved,  That  the  part  of  Lord 
Sterling’s  letter,  which  refpedls  the 
arrefting  and  .imprifoning  foldiers  for 
fniall  fums,  be  referred  to  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  three.  _  T 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  jay, 
Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  W.  Living- 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Bedford,  the 
deputy  mufter-mafter  general,  who  is 
now  in  town,  be  dire&ed  to  mufter 
the  battalion  railed  in  Pennfylvama, 
and  make  return  to  Congrefs  as  foon 

as  poffible.  <  . 

The  committee  on  eftabliftnng  ex- 
prefies,  brought  in  their  report,  which 

was  read.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Ge¬ 
neral  Schuyler,  with  the  enclofed  let¬ 
ters  from  General  Montgomery  and 
Colonel  Arnold,  be  publiflied. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred,  being  farther  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to  morrow. 

Saturday,  December  9,  1775* 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  fit  out  armed  veflels,  be 
empowered  to  employ  the  following 
officers,  and  that  their  pay  be  as  fol¬ 
lows,  viz. 

Dollars  per  calendar  month. 
Midfhipman  *3 

Armourer  1 5 

Sailmaker  12 

Yeoman 
Quarter-mafter 
Quarter  gunner 

Cock  ^  17' 

Coxfwain.  9 

Pilot  according  to  the  ufual  rates  5 
when  abfolutely  neceftary  ;  the  com¬ 
mander  to  give  fach  farther  gratuity 
as  may  be  neceftary  for  the  good  ot 

the  lervice. 
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Refolved,  That  an  order  iffue 
for  raifing  four  battalions  more  in 
the  Co  ony  of  Pennfylvania,  on  the 

T  ^efm  j  as  tlle  one  already  raifed. 

Refolved,  That  a  like  order  iffue 
foi  raifing  une  battalion  in  the  lower 
counties  on  Delaware,  on  the  fame 
terms  as  thofe  ordered  to  be  raifed  in 
■renniylvania. 

_'i‘he  Congrefs  took  into  confider- 
ation  the  letters  from  General  Schuy¬ 
ler  from  the  nth  of  November  in- 
‘luhve,  and  thereupon  came  to  the 
following  refolutions. 

Re loli  ed,  That  the  orders  given  to 
General  Montgomery  to  purchafe 
cloathing  at  Montreal  for  the  troops 
tmacj  his  command,  be  and  are  ap¬ 
proved.  r 

Refolved,  That  the  officers,  who 
arepnfoners,  be  allowed  to  fell  their 
bills  for  their  fubfiltnece. 

Refolved,  That  Major  Prefton, 
Captain  Kmnear,  Captaia  Goodwin, 
tmd  Major  Stopford,  pay  to  the  con¬ 
tinental  trea  Hirers  the  fums  advanced 
them  by  General  Schuyler,  and  that 
General  Schuyler  be  informed  of  this 
refolution,  and  defired  to  fend  their 
obligations  to  the  treafurers. 

Refolved,  That  General  Mont¬ 
gomery  be  appointed  a  major  gene¬ 
ral  in  the  army  of  the  United  Colo¬ 
nies. 

Refolved,  That  the  Aim  of  166 
collars  per  month  be  allowed  to  the 
commander  for  the  time  being  in  the 
province  of  Canada,  and  redding 
there  for  the  expence  of  his  tablet 
over  and  above  the  pay,  to  which  he 
may  be  entitled  by  his  commiffion. 

Refolved,^  That  the  feveral  other 
matters  in  General  Schuyler’s  letters, 
and  the  enclofcd  papers,  except  what 
relates  to  Mr.  Phelps,  be  referred  to 
a  committee  of  three,  who  are  to  take 
the  dupe  into  conAderation  and  report 
thereon  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dick- 
in  fon,  Mr.  M‘Kean,  and  Mr 
Wythe. 

l^cfolyed.  That  the  fum  of  7000 
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dollars  be  advanced  to  Carpenter 
Wharton,  who  has  con  traded  to 
fupply  the  battalion  raifed  in  Penn- 
y  vam a  at  7 .90  of  a  dollar  per  ration, 
the  fame  to  be  paid  him  on  his  firm- 
ing  the  contract,  and  giving  fecurity 
for  the  performance  thereof.0 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  there  is  due  to  William  Chew 
/or  riding  exp  refs  to  the  falt-petre 
rock  in  Virginia,  and  bringing  Cam¬ 
ples  of  the  mineral,  the  fum  of  84. 5 
dollars.  T  ■ 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  paid, 
olonel  Dyer  produced  an  account 
amounting  to  1956  dollars  for  medi¬ 
cines  bought  and  forwarded  to  the 
camp  at  Cambridge. 

Resolved,  I  hat  an  order  be  drawn 

on  the  tiealurers  in  his  favour  for  that 
fum. 

.  G}e  commiffioners  for  Indian  af¬ 
fairs  in  the  middle  department,  laid 
befoie  Congrefs  the  minutes  of  their 
proceedings. 

Ordcied,  i  hat  the  fame  be  refer¬ 
red  to  Wednefday  next. 

Refolved,  i  hat  Monday  next  be 
affigned  for  taking  into  con/ideracion 
tne  inliruclions  to  the  delegates  of 
Rhode-Iiland. 

^  he  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred  being  pofeponed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  December  ji,  1775. 

A  letter  from  General  Washington, 
dated  30th  of  November  being  re¬ 
ceived,  was  read,  together,  with  an 
invoice  of  ft  ores  on  board  the  Nancy 
tranfport,  taken  by  the  fchooner  Lee, 
Captain  Manley  ;  alfo  a  letter  from 
the  convention  of  New- York,  dated 
7th  inftant. 

The  committee  to  whom  that  part 
of  Lord  Stirling’s  letter,  refpe&ing 
the  arrefting  and  imprifoning  foldiers 
for  fmall  Aims  was  referred,  brought 
in  their  report. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  Congrefs  took  into  conAderation 
the  infauftions  given  to  the  delegates 
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of  Rhode-Ifland,  and  after  debate 
thereon. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means 
for  furnifhing  thefe  Colonies  with  a 
naval  armament,  and  report  with  all 
convenient  fpeed. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee 
confift  of  a  member  from  each  Colo¬ 
ny,  viz.  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  S. 
Adams,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Deane, 
Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Read,^  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  R.  H. 
Lee,  Mr.  Hewes,  and  Mr.  Gadfon. 

The  Congrefs  then  took  into  confi- 
fideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Jenkins, 
of  the  ifland  of  Nantucket,  for  li¬ 
cence  to  fell  his  cargo  of  oil  in  this  ci¬ 
ty,  and  to  purchafe  a  cargo  of  pro¬ 
vifions  and  fuel  for  the  neceffary  ufe 
of  the  inhabitants  of  fkid  ifland,  and 
the  fame  was  agreed  to  as  follows 

Refolved,  That  the  vigilance  and 
zeal  of  the  committee  of  the  city  and 
liberties  of  Philadelphia,  in  prevent¬ 
ing  the  faid  jen kins’s  cargo  from  be¬ 
ing  fold  contrary  to  the  relolutions  of 
Congrefs  is  highly  approved. 

Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this 
Congrefs,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
faid  ifland  are  at  prelent  in  great 
diftrefs  for  want  of  the  necelfanes  of 
life. 

Refolved,  That  humanity  requires 
that  fome  fpeedy  meafures  be  taken 
by  the  Congrefs,  to  enable  die  faid 
inhabitants  to  fupply  themfelves  with 
neceffary  fuel  and  provifions. 

Refolved,  That  the  fele£t-men  of 
the  town  of  Sherbourne,  in  Nantuck¬ 
et,  prepare  an  effimate  of  the  quanti¬ 
ty  of  fuel  and  proviilo  ns  neceffary 
for  the  ufe  of  faid  inhabitants,  and 
lay  it  before  three  or  more  juflices  of 
the  peace,  for  the  county  of  Barn- 
fable,  in  the  Colony  of  Maffachu- 
ett’s-Bay,  atteiled  by  the  oath  or  af- 
irmation  of  the  faid  feleCl-mcn ; 
ind  that  the  faid  juffices  be  empow¬ 
ered  tto  grant  licences  under  their 


hands  to  any  mafter  or  owner  of  vef~ 
fels  in  the  faid  ifland,  to  import  fuel 
and  provifions  from  the  Colonies  of 
Maffachufett’s-Bay,  Rhode- Ifland, 
Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jer- 
fey,  Pennfylvania,  lower  counties  on 
Delaware,  or  Maryland,  not  exceed¬ 
ing  the  quantities  fpecified  in  faid 
effimate. 

Refolved,  Whereas  it  appears 
that  the  faid  inhabitants  are  in 
immediate  danger  of  iuffering  for 
want  of  the  neceffaries  of  life,  that 
the  faid  Captain  Jenkins  be  permit¬ 
ted,  under  the  infpeCtion  of  the 
committee  of  the  city  and  liberties 
of  Philadelphia,  to  unload  and  fell 
his  prefent  cargo,  and  to  purchafe 
a  cargo  of  fuel  and  provifions, 
provided  he  fhall  hrft  make  oath  or 
affirmation  before  a  magiffrate  and 
give  bond,  that  the  fame  is,  bona 
fide,  intended  for  the  internal  con- 
fumption  of  the  faid  inhabitants, 
and  that  he  will  ufe  his  utmoft  en¬ 
deavours,  that  it  lhall  not  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemies  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Colonies. 

'The  committee,  to  whom  the  pe¬ 
tition  of  Jonathan  Hud  ion  was  refer¬ 
red,  reported  their  opinion  in  certain 
refoludons,  which  being  read,  were 
agreed  to  as  follows. 

Refolved,  That  fo  much  of  the  faid 
petition  as  prays  for  permiliion  to  ex¬ 
port  his  cargo  to  any  place,  other 
than  the  ifiands  of  Great-Britain, 
Ireland,  Jerfey,  Guerniev,  bark, 
Alderney  or  Mann,  or  the  Weft  Inaia 
ifLnds,  is  reafonuble. 

Reiolved,  That  fo  much  of  the 
faid  petition  as  prays  for  farther  per- 
million  is  unreafonabie. 

Refolved,  That  the  laid  petitioner 
give  bond  with  iufficient  fecurity  to 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  oi  the 
town  of  Baltimore,  under  a  penalty  ot 
double  the  value  of  raid  cargo,  to  ex¬ 
port  the  faid  cargo  to  iome  place  other 
than  the  ifiands  of  Great-Britain,  or 
Ireland,  Jerfey,  Gucrniey,  Sark, 
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Alderney,  Mann,  and  the  iflands  of 
the  Weft-Indies  ;  and  within  fix 
months  after  the  faid  exportation, 
to  produce  to  the  faid  chairman  a 
certificate  of  the  port,  to  which  the 
faid  cargo  ihall  have  been  (hipped, 
authenticated  under  the  hands  of  tw'o 
merchants  of  known  characters  and 
reputation  refiding  in  the  fame  port  ; 
and  that  on  executing  fuch  bond,  the 
faid  chairman  fign  a  permit  to  the 
faid  petitioner,  allowing  him  to  ex¬ 
port  the  faid  cargo. 

The  Congrefs  re  fuming  the  fubjed 
of  emitting  bills  of  credit. 

Refolved,  That  the  fol'owing  gen¬ 
tlemen  be  appointed  to  fign  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  bills  ordered  to  be  emitted, 
viz.  Samuel  Morris,  Frederick  Kuhl, 
Stephen  Collins,  Nicholas  Garrifon, 
Matthew  Clarkfon,  Samuel  C.  Mor¬ 
ris,  Thomas  Barclay,  Anthony  Mor¬ 
ris,  jun.  James  Wharton,  Benjamin 
Fuller,  Joel  Evans,  Andrew  Bunner, 
John  Meafe,  Thomas  Coombe, 
John  Bayard,  Robert  Tucknifs, 
Ifaac  Hazlehurft,  Thomas  Morris, 
Samuel  Caldwell,  John  Purviance, 
Mordecai  Lewis,  George  Campbell, 
Jofeph  Parker,  Daniel  Clymer,  Jo- 
feph  Watkins,  jun.  John  Shee,  Phi- 
neas  Bond,  James  Read,  Robert  Ro¬ 
berts,  John  Ord,  Ilaac  Howel,  Wil¬ 
liam  Webb,  Jonathan  B.  Smith, 
Cornelius  Barnes,  Thomas  Smith, 
and  William  Crifpin. 

Refolved,  That  each  bill  be  figned 
and  numbered  by  two  of  the  forego¬ 
ing  gentlemen. 

A  petition  from  Mr.  Phelps  was 
prefented  and  rea  !. 

Ordeied,  That  the  fame  be  taken 
into  confideration  to-moriow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  qualifications  of  pe; Tons  ap¬ 
plying  for  offices,  &c.  reported  Dr. 
Boyd  as  proper  for  the  office  of  fur- 
ge6n  to  the  battalion  raifed  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  Mr.  Patterfon  adjutant, 
whereupon 

Dr.  Boyd  was  unanimoufly  eleded. 

A  petition  from  David  Beveridge, 
being  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 


Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  refer* 
red  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Read,  and  Mr.  JefFerfon. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers  for  the  fum  of  3000 
dollars,  in  favour  of  the  committee  of 
correfpondence. 

Refolved,  That  to-morrow  be  af- 
figned  to  take  into  confideration  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  conference 
refpeding 

A  letter  from  the  commiftioners  for 
Indian  affairs  in  the  fouthern  depart¬ 
ment,  enclofing  fundry  papers,  was- 
received  and  read. 

The  committee  on  the  credit  of 
paper  currency  brought  in  their  re¬ 
port. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

’Tuefday,  Decetnber  12,  1775* 

Refolved,  That  the  intercepted  let¬ 
ters  of  Brooke  Watfon,  and  the  in¬ 
voice  of  the  cargo  on  board  the  brig 
Nancy  tranfport,  taken  by  the  fchoon- 
er  Lee,  Captain  Manley,  be  pub« 
lifhed. 

Sundrv  letters  relative  to  a  cargo  of 
molaffes,  taken  out  of  the  brig  Nan¬ 
cy,  alfo  a  letter  from  the  committee 
ofTrenton,  enclofing  a  parole  figned 
by  the  officers  there,  were  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  letters  of  thanks  to  the  three 
general  officers  in  the  northern  army, 
reported  draughts,  which  being  read 
and  approved. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  figned  by 
the  prefident  and  tranfmitted. 

The  committee  on  General  Schuy¬ 
ler’s  letters  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  allowance  for 
a  table,  made  to  the  commander  for 
the  time  being  in  Canada,  be  granted 
to  General  Montgomery  from  the 
time  he  entered  Canada. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will 
make  a  prefent  of  a  fword  of  the  va¬ 
lue 


\ 


(  75  ) 


Itie  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  Capt. 
Henry  B.  Livingilon,  as  a  teftimony 
of  their  fenfe  of  his  fervice  to  this 
country,  and  that  they  will  embrace 
the  firfi  opportunity  of  promoting  him 
in  the  army. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  120,000 
dollars  be  advanced  to  the  Colony  of 
Rho4e-Ifland  in  part  of  their  account 
againlt  the  United  Colonies,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  emiflion  laft  ordered, 
the  faid  Colony  to  be  accountable  for 
the  fame. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  Congrefs  took  into  confideration 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  con¬ 
ference,  and  after  debate. 

Reiolved,  That  the  Congrefs  will 
to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  this 
matter  into  farther  confideration. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednefday ,  December  13,  1775. 

A  letter  from  General  Wafhington 
of  the  4th  inftant,  enclofirg  fundry 
papers  being  received,  w  a  read. 

The  committee  a ointed  to  de- 
vife  ways  and  mea  :s  for  fitting  out  a 
naval  armament,  brought  in  tiieir  re¬ 
port,  which  jeing  read  and  debated, 
was  agree  a  to. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  be  ap¬ 
pointed  with  full  powers  to  carry  faid 
report  into  execution. 

Refolved,  That  the  appointment 
of  this  committee  be  deferred  till  to¬ 
morrow. 

Mr.  Willing,  one  of  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  defiring  to  be  excufed  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  living  out  of  town, 
which  rendered  it  impracticable  for 
him  to  attend  the  committee,  which 
ufually  meets  in  the  evening. 

Refolved,  That  he  be  excufed,  and 
that  another  be  eleCled  in  his  room. 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Mor¬ 
ris. 

R.efolved,  That  when  this  Con¬ 
grefs  fhall  adjourn,  it  will  be  necef- 
fary  to  appoint  a  committee  to  fit 


during  the  adjournment,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fuperintending  the  treafury, 
carrying  on  neceflary  correfpondence, 
and  fuch  other  fervices  as  fhall  be  di¬ 
rected  by  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  five 
be  appointed  to  confider  and  prepare 
inftrudtions  for  the  committee  above- 
mentioned. 

The  members  chofen,  Adr.  JefFer- 
fon,  Mr.  Hooper,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr. 
Jay,  and  Mr.  Deane. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  fit  out  armed  vefiels,  be 
authorifed  to  give  able  bodied  fea- 
men,  that  may  be  willing  to  enter  on 
board  the  fhips  of  war  of  the  United 
Colonies,  eight  dollars  per  calendar 
month. 

Information  being  given  that  fun- 
dry  perfons  in  this  city  have  lately 
fold  tea. 

Refolved,  That  the  confideration 
of  this  matter  be  referred  to  Friday 
next. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred  being  poilponed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

cfhurfday ,  December  14,  1775. 

Refolved,  That  on  the  meeting  of 
Congrefs,  half  an  hour  every  morn- 

•  ,  0 

ing  be  employed  in  reading  the  cor- 
reCled  copy  of  the  journal,  till  the 
whole  is  gone  through. 

Refolved,  That  every  morning, 
the  minutes  of  the  preceding  day  be 
read,  before  the  Congrefs  enter  on 
new  bufinefs. 

Reiolved,  That  the  corredled  jour¬ 
nal,  after  being  read,  be  tranfenbed, 
and  fent  to  the  pre Is. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  committee,  to  carry 
into  execution  the  refolutions  of 
Congrefs  for  fitting  out  a  naval  ar¬ 
mament. 

Reiolved,  That  the  faid  commit¬ 
tee  confiil  of  a  member  from  each 
Colony. 

Refolved,  That  the  choice  be  by 

ballot, 

nr 1 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Bartlett, 
Mr.  Hancock,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr. 
Deane,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr. 
R.  Morris,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Chafe, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr. 
Gadfden,  and  Mr.  Houftoun. 

Refolved,  That  Lieutenant  Way, 
of  the  7th  regiment,  who  is  now  a 
prifoner,  have  liberty  to  return  to 
Great-Britain  on  his  parole,  not  to 
take  up  arms  againft  America  during 
the  prefent  contcft  between  Great- 
Britain  and  thefe  colonies. 

A  petition  from  Peter  Berlon,  was 
prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  petition 
with  the  papers  accompanying  it,  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  E. 
Rutlege,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  Smith. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred,  being  further  poftponed. 
Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday ,  December  15,  1775. 

Information  being  given  to  Con¬ 
grefs,  that  Captain  Motte,  who  had 
the  charge  of  conducting  the  prifoners 
to  Reading,  and  other  towns  in  Penn- 
fylvania,  having  performed  that  fer- 
vice,  was  returned  to  this  city. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  dillribute  the  prifoners 
confer  with  Captain  Motte,  and  re¬ 
port  to  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  of 
fafety  for  the  Colony  of  Pennfylvania, 
be  requeued  to  recommend  proper 
perfons  for  field  officers  of  the  four 
battalions  to  be  raifed  in  the  laid 
Colony. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  commit- 
tee  appoint  proper  perfons  for  officers 
in  the  faid  battalions  under  the  rank 
of  majors. 

Rcloivcd,  That  fimilar  orders  be 
given  to  the  committee  of  iafety  of 
the  lower  counties  on  Delaware,  for 
recommending  field  officers,  and  ap¬ 
pointing  inferior  officers,  for  the  bat¬ 
talion  to  be  raifed  in  that  Colony. 

Ref  Ived,  That  Meflrs.  George 
Meade  and  company,  merchants,  of 


the  city  of  Philadelphia,  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  export  from  the  Colony  of 
Virginia,  fo  much  of  the  produce  of 
that  county,  as  fhall  be  equal  in  va¬ 
lue  to  any  quantity  of  fait,  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  fix  thoufand  bufhels,  which 
they  fhall  carry  and  fafely  deliver  there 
to  the  committee  of  fafety  or  their 
order,  who  are  empowered  to  regulate 
the  prices  of  the  faid  produce  and  fait ; 
and  that  the  faid  George  Meade  and 
company,  having  given  to  the  dele¬ 
gates  of  the  faid  Colony  in  this  city 
bond  with  fufticient  fecurity,  under  a 
penalty  of  double  the  value  of  the 
laid  fait,  that  they  will  not  carry  any 
produce  of  the  faid  Colony,  which 
they  may  receive  in  return  for  their 
fait,  to  the  iflands  of  Great-Britain, 
Ireland,  Jerfey,  Guernfey,  Sark,  Al¬ 
derney,  or  Mann,  or  to  the  WelL 
India  iilands,  and  producing  to  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  the  faid  Colo¬ 
ny  a  certificate  thereof,  figned  by  the 
faid  delegates  here,  fhall  have  a  per¬ 
mit  under  the  hand  of  the  chairman 
of  the  faid  committee  of  fafety  to  ex¬ 
port  the  faid  produce,  the  faid  permit 
being  to  be  endorfed  on  or  annexed  to 
a  manifefi:  of  the  cargo  exported. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  inffruftions  for  the  committee, 
who  are  to  fit  during  the  recefs  of 
Congrefs,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due  to  Robert  Erwin, 
waggon-mafier,  for  the  carriage  of 
cloathing  to  Dobb’s  ferry,  the  fum  of 
40  dollars. 

To  Philip  Livingllon,  Efq;  for 
printing.  See.  the  fum  of  56.2  dol 
lars. 

To  fundries  for  provifions,  &c. 
furnifhed  to  feveral  companies  of  rifle¬ 
men,  the  fum  of  212  dollars,  to  be 
paid  to  Henry  Wifner,  Efq; 

To  the  committee  of  obfervation 
at  Prince-Town,  for  fundry  expences, 
and  for  provifions  furnifhed  feveral 
rifle  companies,  the  fum  of  74-3  dol¬ 
lars,  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Higgins. 

Ordered, 


Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts 
be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  fecond 
fefolution  in  the  report,  relative  to 
tranfports,  was  recommitted,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred,  being  further  poftponed. 
Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday ,  December  16,  1775. 

A  letter  from  General  Washington 
of  the  7th  being  received,  was  read. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of 
New-York  of  the  9th  being  laid  be¬ 
fore  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  this  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  credit  of  the 
continental  currency. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  carry  into  execution  the  re¬ 
solutions  of  Congrefs  relative  to  a 
naval  armament,  be  empowered  to 
draw  on  the  treafurers  from  time  to 
time  for  any  fums,  not  exceeding 
500,000  dollars,  for  carrying  faid  re- 
folutions  into  execution. 

Refolved,  That  the  delegates  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  be  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  prepare  inltruttions  for  Co¬ 
lonel  Irvine. 

The  committee  appointed  to  con¬ 
fer  with  Captain  Motte,  brought  in 
a  report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  there  is  due  to  Joliah  Feffenden, 
for  riding  exprefs  three  times  to  the 
camp  at  Cambridge,  and  once  to 
Rhode-Ifland,  and  for  expences  and 
horfe  hire,  a  ballance  amounting  to 
126  dollars. 

To  Daniel  King,  for  36  days  hire 
of  a  fulky  for  faid  J.  Feffenden,  the 
fum  of  18  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Captain  White  Eyes,  a  Delaware 
chief,  who  came  down  with  the  com- 
mi  ili  oners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the 
middle  department,  being  introduced 
to  Congrefs,  the  prefident  addreffed 
him  in  the  following  manner. 

O 

‘  Brother  Captain  White  Eyes. 

*  We  are  glad  to  fee  you,  and  we 


bid  you  welcome  to  this  council 
fire  kindled  fur  all  the  United  Co¬ 
lonies.  \ 

f  We  have  heard  of  your  friendfhip 
for  your  brethren,  the  white  people, 
and  how  ufeful  you  have  been  in  pre- 
ferving  peace  and  harmony  between 
your  nation  and  us,  and  we  thank  you 
for  thofe  fer vices. 

f  We  are  pleafed  that  the  Delawares 
intend  to  embrace  chriftianity.  We 
will  fend  you,  according  to  your  delire, 
a  minifter  and  a  fchool-m after  to  in- 
firufl  you  in  the  principles  of  religion, 
and  other  parts  of  ufeful  knowledge. 

We  fhall  be  happy  in  improving 
every  opportunity  that  (hall  offer,  for 
convincing  your  nation,  and  all  other 
nations  of  Indians,  of  our  friendly 
difpolition  towards  them. 

(  Before  you  leave  this  city  we  will 
give  you  lome  particular  teftimony  of 
our  regard  for  you.’ 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confi- 
deration  the  report  of  the  committee, 
who  conferred  with  Captain  Motte. 

Upon  motion  made,  Refolved, 
That  the  officers  be  diftributed  in  fucli 
places  as  are  moll  agreeable  to  them- 
felves,  ohferving  always  the  former 
refolutions  of  Congrefs  on  this  fub- 
jedt,  and  that  the  officers  and  privates 
be  not  ftationed  in  the  fame  places, 
until  the  further  orders  of  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three 
be  appointed  to  confer  with  Major 
Prefton,  and  with  him  fix  on  an  agent 
to  negotiate  his  bills ;  and  with  the 
money  arifing  from  the  fale  of  faid 
bills,  to  fupply  the  prifoners  taken  at 
St.  John’s,  with  cloathing  and  other 
necelfaries. 

The  members  chof^n,  Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Refolved,  That  the  privates  who. 
are  prifoners,  and  have  been  lef  by 
Captain  Motte  at  Lancafter,  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  remain  in  that  place  till  the 
further  orders  of  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  T  hat  a  ium  not  exceed¬ 
ing  80  dollars  be  paid  tc  Capt  Motte, 
being  fo  muff*  advanced  and  paid  by 
i*  him 


him  for  neceftaries  to  his  men  in 
conducting  the  prifoners. 

Refolved,  That  the  diftribution  of 
the  prifoners  made  by  Captain  Motte 
be  approved. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  a  handing  rule 
of  Congrefs,  that  no  per  ion  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  make  any  motion  after  1 2 
o’clock,  without  fpecial  leave,  until 
the  orders  of  the  day  are  either  de¬ 
termined  or  put  off  to  another  day. 

A  petition  from  fundry  merchants 
of  Philadelphia,  was  prefented  and 
read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Jefferfon,  and  Mr.  blooper. 

The  committe  to  whom  the  peti¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Beveridge  was  referred, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  December  18,  1775* 

The  committee  appointed  to  con¬ 
fer  with  Major  Prefton,  reported  their 
proceedings,  and  that  they  had  not 
yet  come  to  a  conclufion  with  him  on 
the  matter  given  them  in  charge. 

Refolved,  That  Major  Prefton  have 
leave  to  go  with  Captain  Motte  to 
Lancafter,  and  to  remain  there  10 
days,  if  he  choofe  to  tarry  fo  long. 

Refolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  re- 
folutions  of  Congrefs  relative  to  the 
difpofal  of  the  prifoners,  and  of  the 
parole  to  be  figned  by  the  officers,  be 
lent  to  the  committee  of  infpcCiion  of 
Lancafter  ;  and  that  an  order  i ft ue  to 
the  faid  committee  to  take  the  parole 
of  the  officers  there,  and  tranfmit  the 
fame  to  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of  Capt. 
Edward  Motte,  for  the  farther  fum  of 
80  dollars,  he  to  be  accountable  for 
the  fame. 

Sundry  affidavits  from  Wyoming 

relative  todifturbances  there,  between 


the  people  of  Connecticut  and  Penn-* 
fylvania,  being  laid  before  the  Con¬ 
grefs  and  read  ; 

After  debate,  Refolved,  That  the 
confideration  of  this  matter  be  re¬ 
ferred  till  to-morrow. 

Letters  from  General  Schuyler, 
with  fundry  letters  and  papers  en- 
clofed  being  received,  were  read. 

F.efolved,  That  the  fame  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hooper, 
Mr*  M‘Kean,  and  Mr.  Jefferfon. 

The  fundry  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow, 
Tuejday ,  December  19,  1775* 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day 
the  Congrefs  refumed  the  conftdera- 
tion  of  the  general’s  letter,  and  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  fecond 
refolution  in  their  former  report, 
which  was  recommitted,  and  there¬ 
upon  came  to  the  following  refolu¬ 
tion  : 

Refolved,  That  all  tranfport  veffels 
in  the  fame  fervice  having  on  board 
any  troops,  arms,  ammunition,  cloath- 
ing,  provilions,  or  military,  or  naval 
ftores  of  what  kind  foever,  and  all 
veffels  to  whom  foever  belonging  that 
fhall  be  employed  in  carrying  provi- 
fions  or  other  neceffaries  to  theBritifh 
army  or  armies,  or  navy,  that  now  are 
orihall  hereafter  be  within  any  of  the 
United  Colonies,  or  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandizes,  for  the  ufc  of  luch 
fleet  and  army,  fhall  be  liable  to 
feizure,  and  with  their  cargoes  fhall 
be  con  fife  a  ted. 

The  committee  on  the  "qualifica¬ 
tions  of  officers  applying,  and  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  on  the  ftate  of  Vir- 
ginia,  b  ought  in  their  report,  which 
being  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  lettei  from  General  Waftiiflgton 
being  received,  was  read. 

The  ieveral  matters  to  this  day  re- 
ferred,  being  farther  poftponed. 

•  Ad- 


( 

Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednefday,  Dece?nber  20,  1775* 

The  committee  of  claims  report, 
that  there  is  due  to  fun  dry  perfons  for 
neceftaries  futnilhed  to  the  rifle  com¬ 
panies  in  Virginia,  the  fum  of  640.5 
dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  tobe 
paid  to  Thomas  Rutherford. 

To  Rebecca  Reynolds  for  horfe 
hire,  the  fum  of  6.9  dollars,  and 
the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Henry 
Wifner,  Efq; 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  coniidera- 
ticn  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  petition  of  David  Beveridge, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confl- 
deration  of  the  General’s  letter,  and 
thereupon  came  to  the  following  re- 
folution : 

Refolved,  That  the  feveral  veflels 
heretofore  taken  and  carried  into 
Maftach ufetts- B ay  by  the  armed  vef- 
fels  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  Co¬ 
lonies,  be  proceeded  againft  by  the 
rules  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  li¬ 
belled  in  the  courts  of  admiralty  e- 
reCted  in  faid  Colony. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  conflder- 
ation  the  difpute  between  the  people 
of  Pennfylvania  and  Connecticut,  on 
the  waters  of  Sufquehannah,  came  to 
the  following  reiolution. 

Whereas  "a  difpute  iubfifts  between 
fome  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Colo¬ 
ny  of  Connecticut,  fettled  under  the 
claim  of  the  faid  Colony,  on  the 
lands  near  Wyoming,  on  the  Sufque- 
hannah  river,  and  in  the  Delaware 
country,  and  the  inhabitants  lettied 
under  the  claim  of  the  proprietors  of 
Pennfylvania,  which  difpute,  it  is 
apprehended,  will,  if  not  lufpended 
during  the  prefen t  troubles  in  theie 
Colonies,  be  productive  of  pernicious 
confequences,  which  may  be  very  pre¬ 
judicial  to  the  common  intereit  of  the 
United  Colonies,  therefore 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  Congrefs,  and  it  is  accordingly 
recommended*  that  the  contending 
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parties  immediately  ceafe  all  hoflill— 
ties,  and  avoid  every  appearance  of 
force,  until  the  difpute  can  be  legally 
decided  ;  that  all  the  property  taken 
and  detained  be  reftored  to  the  origi¬ 
nal  owners,  that  no  interruption  be 
aiven  by  either  party  to  the  free  paf- 
ling  and  repalling  of  perfons  behaving 
themfelves  peaceably  through  the  dis¬ 
puted  territory,  as  well  as  by  land  as 
water,  without  moleflation  of  either 
perfons  or  property  ;  that  all  perfons 
feized  on  and.  detained,  on  account  of 
faid  difpute,  on  either  fide,  be  dif- 
mifled  and  permitted  to  go  to  their 
refpeCtive  homes ;  and  that,  things 
oeine  put  in  the  fame  lituation  they 
were  before  the  late  unhappy  conteft, 
they  continue  to  behave  themfelves 
peaceably  on  their  reipeClive  poflef* 
lions  and  improvements,  until  a  legal 
decilion  can  be  had  on  faid  difpute, 
or  this  Congrefs  lhall  take  further 
order  thereon  ;  and  nothing  herein 
done  lhall  be  conftrued  in  prejudice  of 
the  claim  of  either  party. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 
Phurfday ,  December  21,  1775* 
Ordered,  That  an  authentic  copy 
of  the  refolution  palled  yefterday  re¬ 
lative  to  the  difpute  between  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Connecticut  and  Pennfylvania, 
be  tranfmitted  to  the  contending  par¬ 
ties. 

The  convention  of  Maryland  hav¬ 
ing  added  two  new  members  to  thtn 
delegates,  one  of  them  attending  pro¬ 
duced  the  credentials  of  their  ap¬ 
pointment  which  were  lead,  and  aie. 
as  follows  : 

ANNAPOLIS,  (j Maryland ). 
e(  In  Provincial  Co?iventio7i9  Dec .  9* 

i77  5- 

Refolved,  That  Robert  Alexander 
and  John  Pvogers,  Efquires,  together 
with  thofe  already  appointed, .  be  de¬ 
puties  to  reprefent  this  province  in 
the  Continental  Congrefs,  and  that 
the  faid  deputies  or  any  three  or  more 
of  them,  have  full  and  ample  power 
to  confent  and  agree  to  all  meafures, 
L  2  which 
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which  fuch  Congrefs  fhall  deem  ne- 
ceh  ry  and  effectual  to  obtain  a  re- 
dr  ib  of  American  grievances,  and 
be  ;  n  horned  to  rep  re  lent  and  a  61  for 
tins  province  in  any  Continental  Con- 
g  t  is,  v\h’ch  may  be  held  before  the 
25  h  da)  ot  March  next. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

G.  Duvall,  Clerk.” 

The  Congrefs  took  into  conhdera- 
tion  'he  1  port  of  the  committee  on 
the  qua  ificatioas  of  officers  applying, 
&c.  and  he  fame  being  debated 

R.f  lved,  7Tat  40  iron  pots  be 
provided  for  the  foldiers,  while  in  the 
b-rra  ks  near  Ph  L  dJphia. 

Refolved,  That  the  commiffioned 
effic  rs  of  eath  company  be  allowed 
every  week  a  quarter  of  hickory  or 
other  wood  in  proportion. 

Relolved,  That  there  be  provided 
for  the  battalion  railed  in  Pennfylva- 
nia  one  hundred  haver -backs*,  a  camp 
kettle  for  every  fix  men,  a  toma¬ 
hawk,  canteen,  cartouch  box,  knap- 
fack,  and  two  belts  for  each  man. 

Refolved,  That  a  coat  of  uniform 
be  provided  for  each  foldier,  and  that 
what  the  coat  colts  more  than  the 
hunting  fhirt,  which  was  to  have  been 
given  them,  be  deducted  from  their 
wages. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  battalion 
be  paid  one  month's  pay  as  foon  as 
may  be  ;  that  afterwards  they  receive 
monthly  half  a  month’s  pay  only, 
until  fo  much  is  retained  as  will 
amount  to  the  money  advanced  lor 
their  fi » e  arms,  cloathing,  Sec.  and 
after  which  they  fhall  receive  their 
full  pay  monthly. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  committee  offafety  of  Penn- 
fylvania  to  provide  arms,  for  the 
three  companies,  which  are  ordered 
to  march  ;  and  alfo  to  provide  the 
articles  ordered  above  for  the  ufe  of 
the  faid  battalion,  and  like  wife  to 
furnifn  the  faid  battalion  with  drums, 
colours  and  fifes. 


Dr.  James  HoTmes  was  chofen  fur- 

geon  to  Colonel  Maxwell’s  regiment. 

Matthias  Balked,  was  eleded 
quarter-maker  to  Lord  Stirling’s  re¬ 
giment. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  on 
the  qualifications  of  officers,  &c.  be 
directed  to  procure  proper  medicine- 
cheks  fertile  battalion  raifedin  Penn- 
fylvania  and  New-Jerfey. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfeif 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  conhderation  that  part  of  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee  of  conference, 
relative  to  an  attack  on  Bofton,  and 
after  feme  time  {pent  thereon,  the 
preliuent  re  fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Ward  reported  that  the  committee 
had  taken  into  conhderation  the  mat¬ 


ter  referred  to  them,  but  not  having 
come  to  a  determination  thereon,  de- 
hred  him  to  move  for  leave  to  lit 
again. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will 
to-morrow  morning  refolve  itfeif  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  in¬ 
to  their  farther  conhderation  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  conference, 
relative  to  the  attack  on  Bofion. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  M‘Kean, 
Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams  be  a 
committee  to  conhder  what  allowance 
fhould  be  made  to  the  officers,  who 
are  prifoners,  for  their  fupport. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Regonville, 
a  Canadian  prifoner  at  Trenton,  be 
permitted  to  come  to  Philadelphia, 
and  there  wait  the  orders  of  Con¬ 
grefs. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday ,  December  22,  1775. 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler  of 
the  14th,  alfo  a  letter  from  Lord 
Stirling  of  the  fame  date,  and  a  let¬ 
ter  fi  om  Captain  Livingiion,  being 
received,  were  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  ht  out 
armed  veffels,  laid  before  Congrefs  a 
lift  of  the  officers  by  them  appointed, 
agreeable  to  the  powers  to  them  given 
by  Congrefs,  vi 7. 

Efck 


(  Si  ) 


Efek  Hopkins,  Efq.  commander 
in  chief  of  the  fleet. 

Dudley  Saltonftall,  captain  of  the 
Alfred. 

Abraham  Whipple,  captain  of  the 
Columbus. 

Nicholas  Biddle,  captain  of  the 
Andrew  Doria, 

John  Burrows  Hopkins,  captain  of 
the  Cabot. 

Firfl:  Lieutenants.  John  Paul 
Jones,  Rhodes  Arnold,  — —  Stanf- 
bury,  Herfted  Hacker,  Jonathan 
Pitcher, 

,  Second  Lieutenants.  Benjamin 
Seabury,  Jofeph  Olney,  Elifha  War¬ 
ner,  Thomas  Weaver,  — - MfDou- 

gall. 

Third  Lieutenants.  John  Fan¬ 
ning,  Ezekiah  Burroughs,  Daniel 
Vaughan. 

Refolved,  That  commiflions  be 
granted  to  the  above  officers  agreeable 
to  their  rank  in  the  above  appoint¬ 
ment. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  for 
fitting  out  armed  veffiels,  ifihe  war¬ 
rants  to  all  officers  employed  in  tliQ 
fleet  under  the  rank  of  third  lieute¬ 
nants. 

Refolved,  That  the  fajd  commit¬ 
tee  be  directed  (as  a  fecret  committee) 
to  give  fuch  inftru&ions  to  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  fleet,  touching  the 
operations  of  the  (hips  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  as  fhall  appear  to  the  faid 
committee  moil  conducive  to  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  United  Colonies,  and 
to  the  diftrefs  of  the  enemies  naval 
forces  and  veffels  bringing  fupplies  to 
their  fleets  and  armies,  and  lay  fuch 
inftrudtions  before  the  Congrefs  when 
called  for. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  committee 
be  directed  to  confider  how  the  (hares 
of  the  prizes  afotted  to  the  captors 
ought  to  be  divided  between  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  men,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
Indians  lately  arrived,  and  report  to 
Congrefs, 


The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe- 
Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
farther  confideration  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference  relative  to 
an  attack  on  Boilcn,  and  after  fome 
time  fpent  thereon,  the  prelident  re¬ 
fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  W ard  re¬ 
ported  that  the  committee  had  taken 
into  confideration  the  matter  referred 
to  them,  and  had  come  to  a  refolu- 
tion  thereon,  which  he  was  ready  to 
report.  The  report  of  the  committee 
being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Refolved,  That  if  General  W  a  fil¬ 
ing  to  a  and  his  council  of  war  fhould 
be  of  opinion,  that  a  fuccefsful  at¬ 
tack  may  be  made  on  the  troops  in 
Bofton,  he  do  it  in  any  manner  he 
may  think  expedient,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  town  and  the  property  in  it 
may  thereby  be  defrayed. 

Refolved,  That  the  quarter-mafier- 
£eneral  have  the  rank  of  a  colonel  in 
the  army  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  there  is  due  to  Benjamin  Harri- 
fon,  Eiq.  for  his  expences  in  his  late 
journey  to  Maryland,  the  fum  of 
72.4  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  examination  of 
Connolly  and  the  others  taken  with 
him,  alfo  the  papers  found  in  faid 
Connolly's  pofieffion  be  printed. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Jefferfon, 
Mr.  Hooper,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr. 
Jay,  and  Mr.  Deane,  be  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  examine  the  journals,  and  lay 
before  Congrefs  a  lift  of  the  matters 
therein,  that  are  unfinifhed,  and 
which  are  proper  to  be  atted  upon. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday  December  23,  1 "  73 . 

A  letter  from  lord  Stirling  oi  the 
19th,  being  received,  was  reau. 

A  petition  from  Seth  haddock, 
mailer  of  the  (loop  Mayflower,  and 
Sylvanus  Coffin,  matter  of  the  ichooner 

Dolly, 


j. 
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Dolly,  of  the  ifland  of  Nantucket, 
was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  petition 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three, 
and  that  it  be  an  inflruCtion  to  faid 
committee,  to  enquire  what  quantity 
of  provifions  and  fuel  is  neceffary  for 
the  annual  internal  confumption  of 
the  inhabitants  of  faid  iiland  of  Nan¬ 
tucket,  and  what  quantity  has  been 
exported  from  the  different  ports  of 
the  United  Colonies  during  the  pre- 
fent  month  of  December. 

The  members  chofcn,  Mr.  M’Kean, 
Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

One  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  repair  to  Ticonderoga,  and  confer 
with  General  Schuyler,  being  re¬ 
turned,  laid  before  Congrefs  a  report 
of  their  proceedings,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  there  is  due  to  Ephraim  Blaine 
for  expences  incurred  by  the  treaty 
with  the  weftern  Indians,  and  paid 
by  him  the  fum  of  ^533  19  :  4.2, 
and  that  there  is  due  to  Ephraim 
Steel  for  funclries  furnifhed  two  rifle 
companies,  the  fum  0^14  8,  which 
ought  to  be  paid  to  the  faid  Blaine  ^ 
and  alfo4.8  due  to  John  M‘Kee,  of 
which  two  laft  fums  there  ought  to 
be  charged  to  the  continent,  the  fum 
of  /5  =  i3-3  do11  ars,  for  two  Cwt. 
lead,  and  the  remainder  to  the  com¬ 
panies  rcfpeCtively,  the  whole  being 
1462.9  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  ap¬ 
plication  from  the  convention  of  the 
colony  of  Nevv-York,  for  the  loan  of 
.£45000  was  referred,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  being  read,  was 
agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows : 

Notwithllanding  it  appears  to  this 
committee  that  the  credit  of  the  co¬ 
lony  of  New -York  is  linqucftionablc, 
and  their  application  for  the  loan  of 
/■45000  was  fuggclled  by  difmtereded 
principles,  yet,  that  it  would  not  be 
advifeable,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  for  the  Congrefs  to 
ir.ake'the  loan  propofed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  con¬ 


fer  with  the  Indians,  made  report 
of  their  proceedings,  which  was  read. 

Whereas  the  colony  of  Connecti¬ 
cut  has  by  a  certain  aCt  of  their  af- 
fembly  refolved,  that  no  farther  fet- 
tlemepts  be  made  on  the  lands  dis¬ 
puted  between  them  and  Pennfylva- 
nia,  without  licence  from  the  faid 
affembly. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  colony  of  Connecticut  not 
to  introduce  any  fettlers  on  the  faid 
lands,  till  the  farther  order  of  this 
Congrefs,  or  until  the  faid  dilpute 
fhall  be  fettled. 

The  committee  on  the  date  of  the 
treafury,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
being  read,  and  in  part  debated. 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confe¬ 
deration  thereof  be  podponed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  con- 
fider  what  articles  are  neceffary  for 
the  army,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  peti¬ 
tion  of  Peter  Berton  was  referred, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  being 
read,  was  agreed  to  and  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

That  after  mature  confideration 
had  thereon,  they  are  of  opinion, 
that  it  is  not  advifeable  or  proper  for 
the  Congrefs  to  grant  the  prayer  of 
the  faid  petition. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  of 
Pennfylvania  call  on  the  treafurers, 
and  enquire  of  them  what  fum  of  hard 
money  they  have  collected,  and  re¬ 
port  to  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  confer  with  the  Indians, 
conclude  their  conference  with  them, 
by  returning  them  a  friendly  anfwer, 
and  making  them  a  fmall  prefen t. 

The  committee  appointed  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  journals,  &c.  laid  before 
Congrefs  a  lid  of  the  feveral  matters 
therein,  which  are  yet  undnidied. 

Ordered,  That  the  feveral  com¬ 
mittees,  to  whom  any  matters  are 
referred,  conclude  their  bufmefs  with 
all  convenient  difpatch,  and  report 
to  Congrefs. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  the  fecond  para¬ 
graph  in  General  Sciiuylei  s  letter, 
relative  to  the  meafures  taken  by  the 
minifterial  agents,  to  engage  the  In¬ 
dians  in  a  war  with  thefe  Colonies  be 
publifhed.  • 

Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  on  1  uef- 
day  next. 

Tue/day ,  December  26,  1775. 

Two  letters  from  General  Wafh- 
ington  of  the  14th  and  16th,  with 
one  enclofed  from  Dr.  Morgan,  a 
letter  from  Governor  I  rumbull,  of 
the  20th,  with  a  refoiution  of  the 
alfembly  of  the  colony  of  Connecti¬ 
cut  ;  alfo  a  letter  from  fundry  makers 
of  veftels,  dated  Guadalope,  Septem¬ 
ber  19,  being  received,  were  read. 

The  deputy-mufter-mafter-  general, 
fent  to  Congrefs  the  mutter-rolls  of 
the  Pennfyl  vania  battalion  by  him 
muttered. 

Refolved,  That  the  deputy-mutter- 
matter  be  direCled  to  repair  to  Nevv- 
Jerfey,  and  mutter  the  battalions 
railed  in  that  Colony,  and  make  re¬ 
turn  to  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  Friday  next  be 
attigned  for  taking  into  confederation 
the  propriety  of  opening  the  ports  of 
the  United  Colonies,  after  the  firtt 
day  of  March  next. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confider- 
ation  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  ttate  of  the  treafury,  and  there¬ 
upon  came  to  the  following  refolu- 

tions : 

Whereas  an  ettimate  hath  lately 
been  formed  of  the  public  expence 
already  arifen,  and  which  may  accrue 
in  the  defence  of  America,  to  the  10th 
day  of  J  une  next,  in  purfuance  where¬ 
of  this  Congrefs  on  the  29th  day  of 
November,  refolved  that  a  farther 
fum  of  three  millions  oi  dollars  be 
emitted  in  bills  of  credit. 

Refolved,  That  the  Thirteen  United 
Colonies  be  pledged  for  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  the  bills  of  credit  fo  directed 
to  be  emitted. 

That  each  Colony  provide  ways 
and  means  to  fink  its  proportion  of 


the  faid  bills,  in  fuch  manner  as  may 
be  moft  effectual,  and  beft  adapted  to 
the  condition,  circumftances,  and 
equal  mode  of  levying  taxes  in  each 

Colony.  ^  , 

That  the  proportion  or  quota  of 
each  refpeCiive  Colony  be  determined, 
according  to  the  number  of  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  all  ages,  including  negroes 
and  mulattoes  in  each  Colony. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
feveral  attemblies,  conventions,  or 
councils,  or  committees  of  fafety.of 
the  refpeCtive  Colonies  to  afeertain, 
by  the  moft  impartial  and  effectual 
means  in  their  power,  the  number  of 
inhabitants  in  each  refpeCtive  Colo¬ 
ny,  taking  care  that  the  lifts  be  au¬ 
thenticated  by  the  oaths  of  the  feveral 
perfons  who  fhall  be  intrufted  with 
this  fervice  ;  and  that  the  faid  attem¬ 
blies,  conventions,  councils,  or  com¬ 
mittees  of  fafety,  do  refpeCtively  lay 
before  this  Congrefs  a  return  of  the 
number  of  inhabitants  of  their  re¬ 
fpeCtive  Colonies,  as  foon  as  the  fame 
fhall  be  procured. 

That  each  Colony  pay  its  refpeC¬ 
tive  quota  in  four  equal  payments, 
the  firtt  to  be  made  on  or  before  the 
laft  day  of  November  1783,  the  fe¬ 
cond  on  or  before  the  laft  day  of  No¬ 
vember  1784,  the  third  on  or  before 
the  laft  clay  of  November  1785,  and 
the  fourth  or  laft  on  or  before  the  laft 
day  of  November  1786,  and  that  for 
this  end,  the  feveral  attemblies  or 
conventions  provide  for  laying  and 
levying  taxes  in  their  refpeCtive  Colo¬ 
nies  towards  finking  the  continental 
bills :  that  the  faid  bills  be  received 
by  the  collectors  in  payment  of  fuch 
taxes,  and  be  by  the  collectors  paid 
into  the  hands  of  the  provincial  trea- 
furers,  with  all  fuch  other  monies  as 
they  may  receive  in  lieu  of  the  conti¬ 
nental  bills,  which  other  monies  the 
provincial  treafurers  fhall  endeavour 
to  get  exchanged  for  continental  bills, 
and  W'here  that  cannot  be  done,  fhall 
fend  to  the  continental  treafurers  the 
deficiency  in  ttlver  and  gold,  with 

the 


the  bills,  making  up  the  quota  to  be 
funk  in  that  year  ;  taking  care  to  cut 
by  a  circular  punch  of  an  inch  diame¬ 
ter  an  hole  in  fuch  bills,  and  to  crofs 
the  fame  thereby  to  render  them  Un¬ 
payable,  though  the  fum  or  value  is 
to  remain  fairly  legible ;  and  the 
continental  treasurers  as  fad  as  they 
receive  the  faid  quotas  fhall,  with  the 
afliftance  of  a  committee  of  five  per¬ 
sons  to  be  appointed  by  the  Congrefs, 
it  fitting,  or  by  the  afiembly,  or  con¬ 
vention  ot  the  province  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,  examine  and  count  the  continen¬ 
tal  bills,  and  in  the  prefence  ©f  the 
faid  committee,  burn  and  defiroy 
them,  and  the  iilver  and  gold  fent 
them  to  make  up  the  deficiencies  or 
quotas  they  fiiall  retain  in  their  hands, 
until  demanded  in  redemption  of  con¬ 
tinental  bills,  that  may  be  brought 
to  them  for  that  purpofe,  which  bills 
fo  redeemed,  they  fiiall  alio  burn  and 
defiroy  in  the  prefence  of  the  fin'd 
committee  ;  and  the  treafurers,  when¬ 
ever  they  have  filver  and  gold  in  their 
hands  for  the  redemption  of  conti¬ 
nental  bills,  fhall  advertife  the  fame, 
dignifying  that  they  are  ready  to  give 
gold  or  filver  for  luch  bills  to  all  per¬ 
sons  requiring  it  in  exchange. 

The  reports  of  the  committees  on 
General  Schuyler’s  letters,  and  the 
report  of  the  committee  fent  to  Ti- 
conderoga  being  read. 

Pvefol ved.  That  the  fame  be  re¬ 
committed  to  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr. 
M 4 Kean,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Hooper, 
Mr.  JefFerfon,  and  Mr.  Langdon. 

The  report  of  tne  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  a  paragraph  of 
Lord  Stirling’s  letter  to  the  Congrefs, 
complaining  that  feveial  of  h.s  re¬ 
cruits  had  been  arrefied  and  impri- 
foned  for  trilling  uebts,  being  taken 
into  confideration,  was  agreed  to  as 
follows  : 

Whereas  there  is  rcafon  to  believe 
that  divers  perfons,  either  r.om  inat¬ 
tention  to  tne  pub  c  good,  or  with 
defign  to  retard  the  recruiting  ler- 
vice,  have  arrefied  ana  impnioned. 


for  very  trifling  debts,  many  foldiers; 
who  had  engaged  to  rifque  their  lives 
in  defence  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  America ;  and  as  it  has  always 
been  found  neceflary  in  time  of  war 
to  regulate,  and  reitrain  a  praftice  of 
fuch  pernicious  tendency,  and  in  fuch 
cafes  to  abate  the  rigour  of  the  law: 

Pvefol ved  therefore.  That  it  be  re¬ 
commended  to  the  feveral  legiilatures 
in  theie  Colonies,  whether  afifemblies 
or  conventions,  to  pafs  a&s  or  ordi¬ 
nances,  prohibiting  the  arrefis  of 
continental  loldiers  for  fmall  debts ; 
and  in  order  that  the  fame  rule  may 
pervade  all  the  Colonies,  that  no  fuch 
foldier  be  arrefied  at  the  fuit  of  any 
of  his  creditors,  unlefs  the  faid  cre¬ 
ditor  make  oath,  that  the  faid  foldier 
is  juftly  indebted  to  him  in  the  fum 
of  thirty-five  dollars  over  and  above 
all  difeounts ;  and  that  the  eflate  of 
no  luch  foldier  be  liable  to  attach¬ 
ment  at  the  fuit  of  or  for  the  benefit 
of  all  his  creditors,  unlefs  their  debts 
in  the  whole,  on  being  afeertained 
by  their  oaths,  fhall  amount  to  more 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Refolved,  That  the  feveral  letters 
received  from  Lord  Stirling,  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  committee  of  three,  who 
are  directed  to  report  an  anfwer. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  W.  Livingflon,  and  Mr.  fay. 

Refolved,  That  the  battalion  railed 
in  Pennfylvania,  be  fupplied  with 
gun-brufhes,  piickers,  double  worms, 
ferew -drivers,  and  oil ;  and  that  it 
be  recommended  to  the  committee  of 
faletv  of  the  faid  Colony  to  provide 
the  lame. 

Whereas  this  Congrefs,  by  a  refo- 
lution  paffid  the  15th  day  of  July 
laft,  did  diredl  that  every  vefiel  im¬ 
porting  into  thclc  Colonies  gunpow¬ 
der,  falt-petre,  fulphur,  and  other 
military  fiores  therein  fpecified,  with¬ 
in  nine  months  from  the  date  there¬ 
of,  fhould  be  permitted  to  load  and 
ext  ort  the  produce  of  thefe  Colonies 
to  the  value  of  fuch  powder  and  ftores 
aforefaid,  the  non-exportation  a0ree- 
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frnent  notwithdanding,  by  permits 
from  the  committees  of  the  feveral 
Colonies  ;  to  the  end,  therefore, 
that  this  Congrefs  may  be  the  better 
informed  of  the  quantity  of  military 
dores,  which  are  or  (hall  be  fo  im¬ 
ported,  and  of  the  produce  exported 
in  confequence  of  therefolution  afore- 
faid. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  all  committees  by  whom  any  per¬ 
mits,  under  the  faid  refolution,  have 
been  or  may  be  granted,  to  tranfmit 
to  this  Congrefs,  from  time  to  time, 
a  true  account  of  the  military  (lores,' 
&c.  imported,  and  of  the  produce 
exported,  with  the  price  and  value 
of  both. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  refo¬ 
lution  be  pubiifhed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  inftru&ions  to  Lieutenant-Colo¬ 
nel  Irvine  brought  in  a  draught, 
which  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednefday ,  December  27,  1775* 

A  letter  of  the  2  ill,  from  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  infpedtion  of  the  town  of 
Lancafter,  enclofing  the  paroles  of 
the  officers  there,  being  received,  was 
read. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
Captain  Motte,  and  confultwith  him 
on  the  bell  method  of  providing  the 
guard  under  his  command  with  pro- 
vilions  on  their  return  home. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Cufh- 
ing,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Lynch. 

The  Congrefs  then  took  into  con- 
fideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  date  of  Virginia,  and  after 
debate,  the  farther  confideration 
thereof,  at  the  requed  of  a  Colony, 
was  podponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  con¬ 
fer  with  Captain  Motte,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  being  read,  was 
agreed  to  as  follows  : 

That  they  find  fome  of  faid  guard 
have  upwards  of  240  miles  to  march, 
that  they  will  be  content  with  eight 


dollars  each,  and  bear  their  own  ex¬ 
pen  ces  to  their  refpedtive  homes  or 
to  be  fupplied  by  a  com  miliary,  or 
any  other  way  as  the  Congrefs  (hall 
judge  bed. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
that  the  faid  guard  receive  a  fum  not 
exceeding  eight  dollars  each,  in  lieu 
of  all  other  provifion  for  their  return* 
therefore, 

Refolved,  That  Captain  Motte  be 
empowered  to  pay  to  his  guard  for  the 
ptirpofe  aforefaid,  a  fum  not  exceed- 
ing  eight  dollars  to  any  one,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  refpedlive  didances,  and 
that  he  return  to  the  committee  or 
claims,  a  lid  of  his  men,  and  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  payments  to  them  made. 

T hurjday ,  December  28,  1775* 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  there  is  due  to  Sacherval  Wood, 
the  fum  of  91*9  dollars,  for  fupport 
of  17  men  to  the  2 id  December,  who 
are  confined  in  the  goal  or  Philadel¬ 
phia,  by  order  of  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn, 
on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of  Lr. 
Wythe,  Efq;  one  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  Indians 
for  the  fum  of  13.3  dollars  as  a  pre- 
fent  to  faid  Indians. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  Penn fyl vama 
for  the  fum  of  8000  dollars,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  battalion  raifed  in  faid 
Colony,  the  faid  committee  to  be  ac¬ 
countable  for  the  fame. 

The  Congrefs  relumed  the  confi¬ 
deration  of  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  the  date  of  Virginia,  and  there¬ 
upon  came  to  the  following  refolu- 
tion . 

Refolved,  That  fix  battalions  are 
necefiary  to  be  immediately  rdifed  in. 
Virginia,  and  that  they  be  raifed  ac- 
cordingly,  upon  the  fame  terms,  and 
paid  as  the  continental  forces  in  the 
camp  at  Cambridge,  nnie(s  the  con¬ 
vention  of  that  Colony  can,  raife  them 
on  better  terms* 
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The  Congrefs  took  into  coniidera- 
tion  the  report  of  the  fecret  commit¬ 
tee,  which  being  in  part  agreed  to. 

Refolved,  That  the  further  confi- 
deration  thereof  be  poilponed  till  to¬ 
morrow. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
five  be  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  hate  of  New- York,  and 
report  thereon  to  C'ongrefs. 

The  members  chofcn,  Mr.  Lynch, 
Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  W. 
Livingfton,  and  Mr.  jay. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  peti¬ 
tion  of  Captains  Paddoc  and  Coffin 
was  referred,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  to  morrow. 

Friday ,  December  29,  1775. 

A  petition  of  Captain  Sellick  was 
prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  petition, 
with  the  papers  accompanying  it,  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Floyd,  and  Mr.  F.  Lee. 

A  petition  from  a  number  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Pennfylvania  being  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Information  being  given  to  Con¬ 
grefs  of  a  quantity  of  arms  and  am¬ 
munition,  which  may  be  procured  : 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  enquire  farther 
into  this  matter. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Mc 
Kean,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Lynch. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  Congrefs  rclolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
confideration  the  trade  of  the  United 
Colonics,  and  after  iomc  time  fpent 
thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  that  the 
committee  had  taken  into  confidera- 
ration  the  matter  to  them  referred, 
and  had  come  to  certain  refolutions 
which  he  was  ready  to  report. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being 
read,  the  Congrefs  took  the  fame  in¬ 
to  confideration,  and  thereupon  came 
to  the  following  refolution. 


Refolved,  That  as  the  importation 
of  any  uuiverfally  neceffary  commo-' 
dity,  and  the  exportation  of  our  pro¬ 
duce,  to  purchafe  the  fame,  mull 
give  a  proportionably  greater  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  our  enemies  of  making  de¬ 
predations  on  the  property  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  thefe  Colonies,  and  of 
occafionally  di  hr  effing  them  by  in¬ 
tercepting  fuch  commodities,  it  is 
earneftly  recommended  to  the  feveral 
afiemblies  or  conventions  immediately 
to  promote,  by  fufHcient  public  en¬ 
couragements,  the  making  of  fait  in 
their  refpeclive  Colonies. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  re- 
folution  be  immediately  publifhed. 

The  committee  on  Indian  trade 
brought  in  their  report. 

The  committee  on  Lord  Stirling’s 
letters  alio  brought  in  their  report. 

A  letter  of  the  16th' from  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  correfpondence  in  Virginia, 
was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  order  of  the  clay  being  renew¬ 
ed,  and  the  feveral  matters  to  this 
day  referred  being  poilponed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  December  30,  1 775. 

Two  letters  from  General  Wafh- 
ington  of  the  19th  and  21ft,  enclofmg 
a  copy  of  a  letter  to  General  Howe, 
and  accompanied  with  a  number 
of  intercepted  letters  being  received 
and  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  letters,  from 
the  general  and  tiie  intercepted  let¬ 
ters,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 

five. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch, 
Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  ,  Wythe,  Mr. 
Deane,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler  of 
the  2 ill  being  received  was  read. 

Another  letter  from  General  Wafh- 
ington,  dated  14th  December, 
bi ought  by  two  ftrangers,  was  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  this  be  referred  to 
the  fecret  committee,  who  are  defired 
to  confer  with  the  bearers,  and  to 
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iarfue  fuch  meafures  as  they  may 
hink  proper  for  the  intereft  of  the 
Jnited  Colonies. 

Refolved,  That  Major  Prefton  have 
eaVe  to  go  to  Aitiboy,  to  v-ifit  his 
Incle  who  lives  there,  and  to  remain 
n  that  place  one  week,  and  then 
o  return  to  Philadelphia,  and  wait 
he  orders  of  Congrefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  grounds  of  the  informa- 
ion,  refpedting  a  quantity  of  arms 
md  ammunition  being  to  be  pro- 
:ured,  report ;  that  they  have  exa¬ 
mined  into  the  fame,  and  have  le 
teived  intelligence  that  a  quantity  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  other  ar¬ 
ticles,  are  concealed  in  Tyron  county, 
in  which  alfo  there  are  feveral  tories 
armed  and  enlifted  in  the  enemies 
fervice,  whereupon, 

Refolved  that  the  faid  committee 
be  directed  to  communicate  this  intel¬ 
ligence  to  General  Schuyler,  and  in 
the  name  of  the  Congrefs,  defire  him 
to  take  the  moft  fpeedy  and  effectual 
meafures  for  fecuring  the  faid  arms 
and  military  ftores,  and  for  difarming 
the  faid  tories,  and  apprehend  their 
chiefs. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of  the  laid 
committee,  for  the  lum  of  forty  doL 
lars,  for  expediting  the  bufmefs  to 
them  committed. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  of 
Pennfylvania  do  immediately  count 
the  filver  and  gold  in  the  trealury, 
and  forward  the  lame  with  all  conve¬ 
nient  fpeed,  under  a  guard  of  live 
men  to  General  Schuyler  ;  and  that 
the  perfons  to  be  fent  by  the  fore¬ 
going  committee  accompany  faid 
guard. 

Refolved,  That  the  treafurers  be 
empowered  to  employ  a  broker  to  col¬ 
lect  filver  and  gold,  in  exchange  for 
continental  bills  of  credit. 

The  committee  on  Captain  Scl lick’s 
petition  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of 


fufidry  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  al¬ 
fo  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  read. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Mon¬ 
day  next. 

.1  ml  JHH**1  m 

Monday,  January  i,  1776. 

A  letter  from  Governor  Trumbull, 
dated  the  twenty-third  of  ^December, 
being  received,  was  read. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confidera- 
tion  the  report  of  the  committee  on. 
Captain  Selleck’ s  petition,  which 
was  agreed  to  as  follows. 

That  they  have  maturely  confidered 
the  petition,  and  have  examined 
Caotajn  Simeon  Selleck  particularly 
thereon,  and  are  of  opinion,  that 
the  petitioner  be  allowed,  as  a  corn- 
pen  fa  ti  on  for  his  expence s,  trouble 
and  rilk  in  taking  the  goods  at  Tur¬ 
tle-bay,  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Co¬ 
lonies,  the  fuin  of  333  dollars  and  one- 
third  ;  and  that  the  committee  of 
Fairfield  be  dire&ed  to  take  into  their 
poffeffion,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  Co¬ 
lonies,  all  the  goods  taken  by  Captain 
Selleck,  which  are  not  already  deli¬ 
vered  by  him,  and  to  forward  the  two 
boxes  of  falt-petre,  now  in  Captain 
Selleck’s  cuftody,  to  the  powder-mill 
in  U lifer  county,  to  be  manufactured 
into  gun-powder,  for  the  continental 
fervice. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confider- 
ation  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
Lord  Sterling’s  letters,  after  fome  de¬ 
bate  thereon, 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommitted. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  an  adjutant  for  the  batta¬ 
lion  raided  in  Pennfylvania,  and  the 
ballots  being  taken,  and  examined, 

John  Patterfon  was  eledfed. 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  fign 
commiffions  to  the  field-officers  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Provincial  Congrefs  of 
North  Carolina,  to  command  the  two 
battalions,  direded  to  be  railed  in 
that  Colony  by  this  Congrefs,  and 
-  that  fuch  commiffions  bear  like  date 
with  thofe  iffiued  to  the  faid  officers  by 
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the  faid  Provincial  Congrefs  of  North 
Carolina. 

Refolved,  That,  in  cafe  of  vacan  - 
cy  occalioned  by  the  death  or  remo¬ 
val  of  a  colonel  or  inferior  officer,  the 
Provincial  Convention  of  North  Ca¬ 
rolina,  or,  in  their  recefs,  the  Pro¬ 
vincial  Council,  appoint  another  per- 
fon  to  fill  up  fuch  vacancy,  until  a 
commiffion  lhall  iflue  from  this  Con¬ 
grefs  ;  and  that  they  return  to  this 
Congrefs  a  lift  of  the  names  of  the 
perfons  fo  appointed. 

The  delegates  of  New-York,  hav¬ 
ing  received  new  powers  from  their 
convention,  laid  the  fame  before  Con¬ 
grefs  as  follows : 

4  4  In  Provincial  Congrefs ,  New  "York, 
Dece?nber  21,  1 7  7  5 . 

(C  Refolved,  That  the  prefen t  de¬ 
legates  oi  this  Colony  in  Continental 
Congrefs  be  requeued  ito  make  fuch 
an  arrangement  among  themfelves,  as 
that  five  of  them  only  continue  at 
Congrefs,  and  reprefent  this  Colony 
at  any  one  time  ;  and  that  in  cafe  of 
the  neceffary  abfence  of  any  one  or 
two  of  the  delegates  fo  attending, 
according  to  luch  arrangement,  that 
three  or  four  of  them  be  a  quorum, 
and  enabled  to  reprefei;t  the  Colony 
during  fuch  abfence . 

“  A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes, 
John  M‘Jvesson,  Secretary.” 
Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

‘ lucjday ,  January  2,  1776 
The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  there  is  due, 

To  j aines  Chambers,  the  fum  of  25.8 
collars  lop  hjs  expenses  from  Cam¬ 
bridge. 

To  Jacob  Alden,  50  dollars,  advanced 
on  account  of  expences  in  attend¬ 
ing  the  French  gentlemen. 
Ordered,  i  at  the  above  be  pa’d. 
Rehdvcd,  1  hat  General  Schuyler 
be  v.irccG  i  to  have  Brigadier  General 
Preice:,  lately  made  prdoner  by  the 
continental  iorces  in  Canada,  taken 
into  cul'ody,  and  him  fafely  and  fe- 
curely  krpt  untii  the  fupther  orders  pf 
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Refolved,  That  a  copy  ©f  the  abovs 
be  fent  immediately  to  General 
Schuyler  ;  and  that  the  general  be  in¬ 
formed  by  letter  of  the  reafons  which 
induced  the  Congrefs  to  give  fuch 
orders. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  there  is  due  to  Egbert  Dumond, 
on  account  of  expences  in  bringing 
the  prifoners,  taken  at  St,  John’s^ 
from  Kingfton,  in  New-York  govern¬ 
ment,  to  Lancafter,  in  Pennsylvania, 
the  fum  of  2326.2  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  considera¬ 
tion  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  petition  of  Captains  Paddock  and 
Coffin,  and  after  debate, 

Refolved,  That  the  prayer  of  faid 
petition  be  not  granted. 

The  committee  on  the  ftate  of 
New-York  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read. 

The  report  of  Captain  Motte,  with 
regard  to  the  difpofition  of  the  officers 
taken  prisoners  at  St.  John’s,  was  laid 
before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  re¬ 
port  on  Lord  Sterling’s  letters  was  re¬ 
committed,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  being  taken  into  confidcration, 
the  Congrefs  thereupon  came  to  the 
following  refolutions, 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  ac¬ 
quaint  his  lordfhip,  that  the  Congrefs 
lias  provided  again  ft  the  inconve¬ 
nience  of  vexatious  arrefts  of  the  men 
inlifting  in  the  Continental  fervice. 

Refolved,  That  the  barracks  in 
the  Colon)  of  New-Jerfey,  be  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  reception  of  fuch  of 
the  battalions  as  may  not  be  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  proceed  to  New-York,  and 
that  the  minifterial  troops  or  prifoners 
at  prelim  t  occupying  them,  be  accom¬ 
modated  in  the  faid  Colony,  in  fuch 
manner  as  the  committee  of  fafety  for 
laid  Colony  lhall  think  moil  prudent 
and  conyenient. 

That  Mr.  Lowry,  the  commiffary, 
be  directed  to  fupply  the  faid  batta¬ 
lions  with  ftockings,  and  that  the  de¬ 
legates 
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legates  for  tlie  Colony  of  New-Jerfey 
tranfmit  to  Lord  Sterling  fix  dozen 
printed  copies  of  the  articles  of  war. 

That  the  fame  firewood,  camp  e- 
quipage  and  barrack  utenfils  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  each  of  the  New-Jerfey  bat¬ 
talions  as  are  allowed  to  the  battalion 
railed  in  Pennfylvania. 

That  the  hundred  Hand  of  arms 
fupplied.by  the  Colony  ol  New- York 
for  the  New-Jerfey  battalions,  be  paid 
for  by  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey  ; 
and  that,  in  order  to  enable  the  faid 
convention  to  make  fuch  payment,  as 
well  as  to  furnifh  fuch  of  the  men 
belonging  to  the  faid  battalions,  as 
are  yet  unprovided,  with  arms,  the 
farther  fum  of  one  thoufand  dollars 
be  advanced  to  the  faid  convention  ; 
and  that  the  price  of  the  arms  be  de¬ 
ducted  out  of  the  wages  of  the  pri¬ 
vates  belonging  to  the  laid  batta¬ 
lions. 

That  Lord  Sterling  be  direded  to 
feize  and  fecure  all  the  ammunition 
and  warlike  llores  belonging  to  the 
enemy,  which  now  are  or  hereafter 
may  be  imported  into  the  Colony  of 
New-Jerfey,  and  keep  them  till  he 
fhall  receive  the  orders  of  Congrefs 
refpeding  them  :  and  further  that  he 
do,  from  time  to  time,  give  aid  and 
protection  to  all  the  friends  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  who  may  be  employed  in  im¬ 
porting  into  the  faid  Colony  ammu¬ 
nition,  or  other  commodities  not  pro¬ 
hibited  by  the  afiociation  and  refolves 
of  this  Congrefs. 

Whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  to 
this  Congrefs,  that  divers  honeft  and 
well  meaning,  but  ill  informed,  peo¬ 
ple  in  thefe  Colonies  have,  by  the  art 
and  addrefs  of  miniiterial  agents,  been 
deceived  and  drawn  into  erroneous 
opinions  refpeCting  the  American 
caufe,  and  the  probable  iffue  of  the 
prefent  conteit. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  different  committees,  and  other 
friends  to  American  liberty,  in  the 
faid  Colonies,  to  treat  all  fuch  per- 
fons  with  kindnefs  and  attention  $  to 


confider  them  as  the  inhabitants  of  a 
country  determined  to  be  free,  and 
to  view  their  errors  as  proceeding  ra¬ 
ther  from  want  of  information  than 
want  of  virtue  or  public  fpirit ;  to 
explain  to  them  the  origin,  nature 
and  extent  of  the  preient  controve  fy  ; 
to  acquaint  them  with  the  fate  of  the 
numerous  petitions  prefented  to  his 
Majefty,  as  well  by  Aflemblies  as 
Congrefies,  for  reconciliation  and  re- 
drefs  of  grievances ;  and  that  the  laft 
from  this  Congrefs,  humbly  requeu¬ 
ing  the  Angle  favour  of  being  heard, 
like  all  the  others,  has  proved  undue- 
cefsful ;  to  unfold  to  them  the  various 
arts  of  admin iftration  to  enfnare  and 
enflave  us,  and  the  manner  in  which 
we  have  been  cruelly  driven  to  de¬ 
fend,  by  arms,  thofe  very  rights,  li¬ 
berties  and  eftates,  which  we  and  our 
forefathers  had  fo  long  enjoyed  un- 
molefted  in  the  reigns  of  his  prefent 
Majefty  ?s  predecefi'ors.  Ana  it  is 
recommended  to  all  conventions  and 
afiemblies  in  thefe  Colonies,  liberally 
to  diftribute  among  the  people  the 
proceedings  of  this  and  the  former 
Congrefs,  the,  late  fpeeches  of  the 
great  partriots  in  both  houfes  of  par¬ 
liament  relative  to  American  griev¬ 
ances,  and  fuch  other  pamphlets  and 
papers  as  tend  to  elucidate  the  meiits 
of  the  American  caufe,  the  Cong refs 
being  fully  perfuaded  that  the  more 
our  right  to  the  enjoyment  of  our  an- 
tient  liberty  and  privileges  is  exa¬ 
mined,  the  more  juft  and  necefthry 
our  prefent  oppolition  to  minifterial 
tyranny  will  appear. 

And  with  refpedt  to  all  fuch  un¬ 
worthy  Americans  as,  regardlefs  of 
their  duty  to  their  Creator,  their 
country  and  their  pofterity,  have 
taken  part  with  our  oppreffors,  and, 
influenced  with  the  hope  and  pofteftion 
of  ignominious  rewards,  ilrive  to  re- 
commend  themfelves  to  the  bounty  cf 
adminiftration,  'by  mTief  r  denting 
and  traducing  the  conduct  and  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  friends  of  Amer  can  i- 
berty,  and  oppoling  every  meafure 
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formed  for  its  prefervatlon  and  fecu- 
rity. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  different  affemblies,  conven¬ 
tions  and  committees  or  councils  of 
falety  in  the  United  Colonies,  by  the 
mod  fpeedy  and  effectual  meafures  to 
frudrate  the  mifchievous  machina¬ 
tions,  and  redrain  the  wicked  prac¬ 
tices  of  thefe  men  :  and  it  is  thco  pi¬ 
nion  of  this  Congrefs,  that  they  ought 
to  be  difarmed,  and  the  more  dange¬ 
rous  among  them  either  kept  in  fafe 
cudody,  or  bound  with  fufficicnt  fure- 
ties  to  their  good  behaviour. 

And  in  order  that  the  faid  affem- 
blies,  conventions,  committees  or 
councils  of  fafety  may  be  enabled 
with  greater  eafe  and  facility  to  carry 
this  reiolution  into  execution, 

Relolved,  'That  they  may  be  au- 
thorifed  to  call  to  their  aid  whatever 
continental  troops,  ftationed  in  or 
near  their  refpe&ive  Colonies,  may  be 
conveniently  fpared  from  their  more 
immediate  duty  ;  and  the  command¬ 
ing  officers  of  fuch  troops  are  hereby 
directed  to  afford  the  {aid  affemblies, 
conventions,  committees  or  councils 
of  fafety  all  fuch  affiftance  in  exe¬ 
cuting  this  reiolution,  as  they  may 
require,  and  which,  confident  with 
the  good  of  the  fervice,  may  be  fup- 
plied. 

Refolded,  T  hat  all  detachments  of 
continental  troops,  which  may  be 
ordered  on  the  bufinefs  in  the  afore¬ 
going  reiolution  mentioned,  be,  while 
fo  employed,  under  the  direction  and 
controul  of  the  affemblies,  conven¬ 
tions,  committees  or  councils  of  fafety 
aforelaid. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  all  the  United  Colonies  to  aid  each 
other  (on  requell  from  their  refpedtive 
affemblies,  conventions,  committees 
or  councils  of  fafety  and  county  com¬ 
mittee:-)  on  every  emergency,  and  to 
cultivate,  cheriffi  and  increafe  the 
prefent  happy  and  neceffary  union  by 
a  continual  interchange  of  mutual 
good  offices. 


And  whereas  the  execrable  barba¬ 
rity,  with  which  this  unhappy  war 
has  been  conduced  on  the  part  of 
our  enemies,  fuch  as  burning  our  de- 
fencelefs  towns  and  villages,  expofmg 
their  inhabitants,  without  regard  to 
fex  or  age,  to  all  the  miferies,  which 
lofs  of  property,  the  rigour  of  the 
feafon  and  inhuman  devaluation  can 
inflict,  exciting  domedic  infurredlions 
and  murders,  bribing  favages  to  de¬ 
folate  our  frontiers,  and  calling  fuch 
of  us,  as  the  fortune  of  war  has  put 
in  their  power,  into  goals,  there  to 
languifh  in  irons  and  in  want,  com¬ 
pelling  the  inhabitants  of  Bolton, 
in  violation  of  the  treaty,  to  remain 
confined  within  the  town,  expofed  to 
the  infolence  of  the  foldiery  and  other 
enormities,  at  the  mention  of  which 
decency  and  humanity  will  ever  blulh, 
may  judly  provoke  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  Colonies  to  retaliate. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  them,  to  continue  mindful  that 
humanity  ought  to  diftinguifh  the 
brave,  that  cruelty  fhould  find  no  ad- 
million  among  a  free  people,  and  to 
take  care  that  no  page  in  the  annals 
of  America  be  fiained  by  a  recital  of 
anya&ion  which  jwdice  or  chriftianity 
may  condemn,  and  to  red  affured  that 
whenever  retaliation  may  be  neceffary, 
or  tend  to  their  fecurity,  this  Con¬ 
grefs  will  undertake  the  difagreeable 
talk. 

Refolved,  That  the  affemblies, 
conventions,  or  committees  or  coun¬ 
cils  of  fafety  be  requeded  forthwith, 
totranfmit  to  this  Congrefs,  copies  of 
all  the  petitions,  memorials  and  re- 
mondrances,  which  have  been  by  the 
relpedtive  colonies  prefen  ted  to  the 
throne  or  either  houfe  of  parliament, 
fince  the  year  1762,  and  that  they 
alio  inform  the  Congrefs,  whether 
any  or  what  anfwers  were  given  to 
them. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Bartlett  be 
appointed  one  of  the  committee  of 
claims,  in  the  rpom  of  Mr.  Langdon, 
and  Mr.  S.  Adams,  in  the  room  of 
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Mr.  Cufhlng,  who  have  leave  of  ab- 
fence. 

Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednefday ,  January  3,  1776. 

A  letter  from  General  Walhington 
dated  the  25th  of  December,  with 
fundry  papers  enclofed,  was  read. 

The  committee  of  fafety  tor  Penn- 
fylvania  having  recommended  fundry 
gentlemen  to  be  field-officers  of  the 
four  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in 
faid  Colony,  the  Congrefs  proceeded 
to  the  election  of  colonels,  and  the 
ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 
the  following  gentlemen  were  chofen, 
Arthur  St.  Clair,  Efq; 

John  Shee,  Eiq; 

Anthony  Waine,  Efq; 

Robert  Magaw,  Efq; 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due  to  Captain  Edward 
Motte,  for  expences,  &c.  in  con¬ 
ducting  the  prToners  taken  at  St. 
John’s,  from  Kingfton,  in  the  colony 
of  New  York,  toLancafter,  inPenn- 
fylvania,  aballance  of  367.7  dollars. 

To  Robert  Ervin,  waggon- mafter, 
for  carriage  of  cloathing  and  medi¬ 
cines  to  Dobb’s  ferry  and  to  Cam¬ 
bridge,  222.6  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  laid  accounts  be 
paid. 

The  *  committee  on  the  date  of 
New- York  brought  in  a  farther  re¬ 
port,  which  being  taken  into  conft- 
deration,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Whereas  a  majority  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Queen’s  county,  in  the  colo- 
ny  of  New-York,  being  incapable  of 
refoiving  to  live  and  die  free  men, 
and  being  more  difpofed  to  quit  their 
liberties,  than  part  with  the  little 
proportion  of  their  property  neceftary 
to  defend  them,  have  deferred  the 
American  caufe  by  refufing  to  lend 
deputies  as  ufual  to  the  convention  of 
that  Colony,  and  avowing  by  a  pub¬ 
lic  declaration  an  unmanly  defign  of 
remaining  inactive  fpettators  of  the 
prefent  conteft,  vainly  flattering 
themfelves  perhaps,  that  fhould  Pro¬ 
vidence  declare  for  our  enemies,  they 
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may  purchafe  their  money  and  favour 
at  an  eafy  rate ;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  if  the  war  fhould  terminate  in 
favour  of  America,  that  then  they 
may  enjoy,  without  expence  of  blood 
or  treafure,  all  the  bleffings  refulting 
from  that  liberty  which  they,  in  the 
day  of  trial,  had  abandoned,  and  in 
defence  of  which  many  of  their  more 
virtuous  neighbours  and  countrymen 
had  nobly  died;  and  although  the 
want  of  public  fpirit  obfervable  in 
thefe  men  rather  excites  pity  than 
alarm,  there  being  little  danger  to 
apprehend  either  from  their  prowefs ' 
or  example,  yet  it  being  reafonahle. 
that  thole,  who  refufe  to  defend  their 
country,  fhould  be  excluded  from  its 
protection,  and  prevented  from  doing 
it  injury. 

Refolved,  That  all  fuch  perfons  in 
Queen’s  county  aforefaid,  as  voted  a- 
gainft  fending  deputies  to  the  prefent 
convention  of  New-York,  and  named 
in  a  lift  of  delinquents  in  Queen’s 
county,  publifhed  by  the  convention 
of  New-York,  be  put  out  of  the 
protection  of  the  United  Colonies, 
and  that  all  trade  and  intercourfe  with 
them  ceafe  ;  that  none  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  that  country  be  permitted 
to  travel  or  abide  in  any  part  of  thefe 
United  Colonies,  out  of  their  faid 
county,  without  a  certificate  from  the 
convention  or  committee  of  fafety  of 
the  colony  of  New-York,  fetting 
forth,  that  fuch  inhabitant  is  a  friend 
to  die  American  caufe,  and  not  of 
the  number  of  thofe,  who  voted  a  - 
gain  ft  fending  deputies  t©  the  faid 
convention  ;  and  that  luch  of  the  faid 
inhabitants,  as  fhall  be  found  out 
of  the  laid  countv  without  fuch  certi- 
licate,  be  apprehended  and  impri- 
foned  three  months. 

Refolved,  That  no  attorney  or 
lawyer  ought  to  commence,  profecute 
or  defend  any  aCtion  of  law  of  any 
kind  for  any  of  the  faid  inhabitants 
of  Queen’s  county,  who  voted  again  ft 
fending  deputies  to  the  convention 
as  aforefaid ;  and  fuch  attorney  or 
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lawyer,  as  (hall  contravene  this  refo- 
lution,  are  enemies  to  the  American 
caufe,  and  ought  to  be  treated  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

Refolved,  That  the  convention  or 
committee  of  fafety  of  the  colony  of 
New- York  be  requeued  to  continue 
publilhing  for  a  month,  in  all  their 
Gazettes  or  news-papers,  the  names 
of  all  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Queen’s  county,  as  voted  againft 
fending  deputies ;  and  to  give  certi¬ 
ficates,  in  the  manner  before  recom¬ 
mended,  to  fuch  other  of  the  fuid 
inhabitants,  as  are  triends  to  Ameri¬ 
can  liberty. 

And  it  is  recommended  to  all  con¬ 
ventions,  committees  of  fafety,  and 
others,  to  be  diligent  in  executing 
the  above  refolutions. 

Refolved,  That  Colonel  Nathaniel 
Heard,  of  Woodbridge,  in  the  colo¬ 
ny  of  New-Jerfey,  taking  with  him 
five  or  fix  hundred  minute-men,  un¬ 
der  difereet  officers,  do  march  to  the 
vveffern  part  of  Queen’s  county,  and 
that  Colonel  Waterbury,  of  Stanford, 
in  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  with 
the  like  number  of  minute-men, 
inarch  to  the  eaftern  fide  of  faid  coun¬ 
ty  ;  that  they  confer  together,  and 
endeavour  to  enter  the  laid  county  on 
one  day  ;  that  they  proceed  to  difarm 
every  perfon  in  the  laid  county,  who 
voted  againft  fending  deputies  to  the 
faid  convention,  and  caufe  them  to 
deliver  up  theirarms  and  ammunition 
on  oath,  and  that  they  take  and  con¬ 
fine,  in  fafe  cultody,  till  further  or¬ 
ders,  all  fuch  as  refufe  compliance. 

That  they  apprehend  and  fecure, 
till  further  orders,  the  perfons  named 
as  principal  men  a  mong  the  difafre£t- 
ed  in  the  faid  county,  in  a  fummons 
for  their  appearance  before  the  con¬ 
vention  of  New  York,  ifiued  the 
1 2th  ofDeccmb  r  laid,  viz. 

Of  Jamaica  townfhip. 

Capt.  Benjamin  Whitehead, 

Charles  Arden, 

Jofeph  French,  Efq. 

Johannes  Pulhemus. 


New  town  0 
Nathaniel  Moor, 

John  Moor,  fen. 

Samuel  Hallett, 

John  Moor,  jun. 

William  Weyman, 

John  Shoals, 

Jeromus  Rapalje. 

Flulhin'*. 

John  Willct. 

Hamffead. 

Juffice  Gilbert  Van  Wyck, 
Daniel  Kilfam,  Efq.  of  Cowneck, 
Captain  Jacob  Mott, 

Thomas  Cornhill,  of  Rockaway, 
Gabriel  G.  Ludlow, 

Richard  Hewlet, 

Captain  Charles  Hicks, 

Doblor  Samuel  Martin, 

Juffice  Samuel  Clowes. 

Oyfferbay. 

Juffice  Thomas  Smith,  of  Hog- 
Illand, 

Juffice  John  Hewlet, 

Captain  George  Weeks, 

Doctor  David  Brooks, 

Juffice  John  Townfend, 
and  all  fuch  other  perfons  who  filial  1 
be  found  in  arms,  or  who  fhall  op- 
pofe  the  carrying  the  above  refolu¬ 
tions  into  effedt,  as  the  faid  Colonel 
Heard  or  Colonel  Waterbury  may 
think  prudent  to  detain. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  faid  Colonel  Heard  and  Co¬ 
lonel  Waterbury,  to  execute  the  bu¬ 
ff  nefs  entr ufted  to  them  by  the  afore¬ 
going  refolutions,  with  all  poifible 
difpatch,  fecrecy,  order  and  hu¬ 
manity. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  500 
dollars  be  forthwith  tranfmitted,  with 
certified  copies  of  thefe  refolutions, 
to  each  of  them  the  faid  Colonel 
Heard  and  Colonel  Waterbury,  and 
that  they  on  their  return  report  to 
this  Congrefs  a  true  ftate  of  their  ex¬ 
penditure  and  proceedings. 

A  letter  Tom  the  Committee  of 
Frederic  in  Maryland,  brought  by 
the  officer  who  had  the  charge  of 
bringing  down  Connolly  and  his  aftb- 
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dates,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and 
rcci^i  * 

~  Refolved,  That  it  be  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Penn- 
fylvania  to  carry  into  execution  the 
refolution  of  Congrefs  fcr  confining 
faid  Connolly  and  his  affociates  in  the 
goal  of  Philadelphia,  and  that  they 
take  their  examination. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrovv. 

T bur f day ,  January  4 ,  1776. 
Refolved,  That  an  additional  bat¬ 
talion  be  raifed  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  in  the 'colony  ofPenn- 
fvlvama,  to  con  lift  or  the  iame  num¬ 
ber  of* men  and  officers,  and  to  have 
the  fame  pay  and  allowance  as  the 
others  raifed  in  faid  Colony, 

Refolved,  That  one  •company  ot 
each  of  the  five  battalions  lad;  ordered 
to  be  railed  in  Pennlylvania,  con  lift 

of  expert  rifle- men. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Penn - 
fylvania,  to  fee  the  foregoing  refolu- 
tions  carried  into  execution. 

Refolved,  I  hat  in  all  elections 
of  officers  by  Congrefs,  where  more 
than  one  are  defied  on  the  fame  day 
to  commands  of  the  iame  rank,  they 
{hall  take  rank  of  each  other  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  eledion,  and  the  entry 
of  their  names  in  the  minutes,  and 
their  com  millions  fliall  oe  numbered 
to  fhew  their  priority. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to 
the  eledion  of  other  field-officers  of 
the  four  battalions,  ordered  to  be 
raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  and  the  bal¬ 
lots  being  taken  and  examined,  the 
following  gentlemen  were  chofen. 
Lieutenant- Colonels. 

Lambert  Cadwaliader,  Efq, 

William  Allen,  jun.  Efq. 

Francis  John  foil,  Ejq. 

Jofeph  Penrofe,  Efq. 

Majors. 

Jofeph  Wood,  Efq. 

George  Nagle,  Efq. 

Henry  Bicker,  Efq. 

Nicholas  Hauficker,  Efq, 

The  committee  of  claims  report 
that  there  is  due. 


To  James  Whitehead,  for  provifions 
for  the  prifoners  taken  on  board 
the  Rebecca  and  Mary,  the  fum 
of  64  dollars. 

To  the  committee  of  New-Brunfwick, 
per  account  rendered,  tne  fum  ot 
214.9  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Wil¬ 
liam  Livingfton,  Eiq.  and  by  him 
forwarded  to  the  faid  committee. 

To  Furman  and  Hunt,  of  Trenton,  _ 
for  provifions,  horfe-hire,  &c,  tne 
fum  of  68.2  dollars. 

To  the  committee  of  infpeftion  and 
obfervation  of  the  city  an  1  liberties 
of  Philadelphia,  for  187,046  flints, 
by  them  purchafed  agreeable  to  the 
order  of  Congrefs,  the  fum  of  737 
dollars. 

To  fundry  perfons,  per  lid,  for  figur¬ 
ing  the  continental  Dills  or  ere  ait, 
the  fum  of  1165.7  dollars,  and 
that  an  order  be  given  to  the  trea- 
furers  for  the  payment  of  the  fame, 
agreeable  to  the  Lid  lilt* 

To°the  committee  of  Frederic*town, 
Maryland,  for  expen ces  incurred 
by  Connolly,  Cameron  and  Smith, 
during  their  confinement,  the  lum 
of  74  dollars,  and  that  the  fame 
be  paid  to  the  delegates  of  Mary¬ 
land. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts 

be  paid  accordingly. 

Refolved,  That  a  commiffiary  be 
appointed  to  provide  the  th  ee  com¬ 
panies  ordered  to  Northampton  in 
Virginia,  with  rations  whiie  on  their 
march,  and  during  their  It  ay  in  that 
country. 

That  the  appointment  of  fail 
commifiary  be  deferred  till  to-mor¬ 
row. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  consi¬ 
deration  of  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  the  ilate  ofNew-York  ;  where¬ 
upon, 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  poll- 
poned  till  to-morroW,  and  that  the 
delegates  ofNew-York  be  deiired  jo 
requefl:  the  attendance  of  tne  gentle¬ 
men  fent  to  Congrefs  by  tne  conven¬ 
tion  of  their  Colony. 

N 


Refolved* 


(  94  ) 


Refolved,  That  Major  Prefton 
ha  ve  liberty  to  chufe  the  place  of  his 
refidence  confident  with  foriner  refo- 
lutions  ol  Congrefs,  and  that  the 
prefident  take  his  parole. 

The  committee  appointed  to  con- 
iider  what  allowance  ought  to  be 
made  to  officers  who  are  prifoners, 
brought  in  their  report. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  taken 
into  confideration  on  Saturday  next. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday ,  January  5,  1776. 

There  being  a  vacancy  in  the  fnft 
of  the  Pennfyivania  battalions,  by 
the  promotion  of  Captain  Allen,  the 
Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
a  perl'on  to  fupply  laid  vacancy,  and 
the  ballots  being  taken,  Benjamin 
D  avis,  olded  lieutenant  in  faid  bat¬ 
talion,  was  ele&ed. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  10,000 
dollars  be  kruck,  for  the  purpofe  of 
exchanging  ragged  and  torn  bills  of 
the  continental  currency  ;  that  the 
bills,  making  this  fum,  be  of  the 
fame  denominations,  printed  under 
the  infpeCticn  of  the  fame  perfons, 
and  figned  and  numbered  by  the 
fame  figners,  as  the  1  ail emiffion,  and 
that  they  be  lodged  in  the  treafury, 
to  be  applied  to  the  foie  purpofe 
aforefaid. 

Refolved,  That  all  committees, 
and  others,  who  have  had  public 
money  put  into  their  hands,  lay  up¬ 
on  the  table  an  account  of  the  expen¬ 
diture  of  the  fame. 

The  committee  appointed  to  con- 
fider  the  letter  of  General  Wafhing- 

O 

ton,  dated  the  1 3 tli  of  December, 
and  the  enclofed  papers,  brought  in 
a  report  upon  that  part  which  relates 
to  James  LovelJ,  who  has  leng  been, 
and  kill  is,  detained  a  cloffi  prifoner 
in  Bolton  by  order  of  General  Howe, 
which,  being  taken  into  confidcra- 
tion,  was  agreed  to,  and  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

That  it  appears  to  your  commit¬ 
tee,  that  the  laid  Mr.  Lovell  hath, 
for  years  pad,  been  an  able  advocate 


for  the  liberties  of  America  and  man¬ 
kind  ;  that  by  his  letter  to  General 
Wafhington,  which  is  a  part  of  faid 
enclofed  papers,  he  exhibits  fo  krik- 
ing  an  inftance  of  dilinterelled  patri- 
otilm,  as  krongly  recommends  him 
to  the  particular  notice  of  this  conti¬ 
nent. 

Whereupon  Refolved,  That  Mr. 
James  Lovell,  an  inhabitant  of  Bol¬ 
ton,  now  held  a  clofe  prifoner  there, 
by  order  of  General  Howe,  has  dis¬ 
covered  under  the  fevered  trials  the 
warmed  attachment  to  public  liberty, 
and  an  inflexible  fidelity  to  his  coun¬ 
try  ;  that  by  his  late  letter  to  General 
Wafhington,  he  has  given  the  drong- 
ed  evidence  of,  difmtereded  public 
affection,  in  refufing  to  liken  to  terms 
offered  for  his  relief,  till  he  could  be 
informed  by  his  countrymen  that  they 
were  compatible  with  their  fafety 
and  honour. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  deeply  to  be 
regretted  that  a  Britiffi  general  can 
be  found  degenerate  enough  fo  igno- 
minioufly  and  cruelly  to  treat  a  citi¬ 
zen,  who  is  fo  eminently  virtuous. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  an  inkruc- 
tion  to  General  Wafhington  to  make 
an  offer  of  Governor  Skene  in  ex¬ 
change  for  the  faid  Mr.  Lovell  and 
his  family. 

Refolved,  That  General  Wafhing¬ 
ton  be  defired  to  embrace  the  fird 
opportunity  which  may  offer,  of  giv¬ 
ing  fome  office  to  Mr.  Lovell,  equal 
to  his  abilities,  and  which  the  public 
fervice  may  require. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  fore¬ 
going  refolutions  be  tran knitted  to 
the  general  as  fpeedily  as  poffible. 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  write 
to  General  Wafhington,  and  defire 
him  to  inform  Congrefs  what  rank 
the  aid-de-camp  of  the  general  officers 
ffiould  have  in  the  army  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Colonies. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  there  is  due  to  Adam  Fife  her, 
for  expences  attending  his  conducting 
Conolly  and  Cameron  from  Frederic 
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in  Maryland,  to  Philadelphia,  and 
his  charges  back  again  for  himfelf  and 
the  men,  the  fum  of  156  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  having  conferred 
with  the  gentlemen  lent  by  the  con¬ 
vention  of  New- York,  refumed  the 
conlideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  ilate  of  that  Colo¬ 
ny,  and  the  fame  was  agreed  to. 

Whereupon,  Refolved,  That  no 
farther  fortifications  be  eredted  at 
Martler’s-rock,  on  Hud  Ton’s  river, 
and  that  a  point  of  land  at  Puplopen’s- 
kill,  on  the  laid  river,  be,  without 
delay,  effectually  fortified. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  convention,  or,  in  their  re- 
cefs,  to  the  committee  of  fafetv,  of 
New- York,  to  carry  into  execution 
the  above  refolution. 

Refolved,  That  the  deleeates  of 
New-jeriey  and  Connecticut  be  di¬ 
rected  to  take  the  neceffary  Heps  for 
carrying  into  execution  the  rcfolutions 
of  Congrefs  palled  on  Wednefday 
Halt,  refpecting  the  inhabitants  of 
Queen’s  county. 

A  memorial  from  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Newport  was  prefented 
to  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  refer¬ 
red  for  conlideration  till  to-morrow. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Paine  be  ad¬ 
ded  to  the  committee  on  General 

Schuyler’s  letter. 

✓ 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday ,  yanuary  6,  1776. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of 
Lancafter,  dated  the  3d  of  January, 
was  received  and  read. 

Alfo  a  letter  from  an  officer  in 
Lilbon,  dated  the  23d  of  OClober 
laft. 

1 

Refolved,  That  thefe  letters,  as 
well  as  the  laft  received  from  Lanca- 
fier,  and  thofe  formerly  received  from 
Lilbon,  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  correfpondence. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  memorial  from  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Newport,  and  the  papers 


accompanying  it  ;  and  thereupon 
came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  memorial 
be  referred  to  the  confideration  of 
the  general  alfembly  of  the  colony  of 
Rhode-Ifland. 

The  committee  to  whom  it  was 
referred  to  confider  how  the  fhare  of 
prizes,  allotted  to  the  captors,  ought 
to  be  divided  between  the  officers 
and  men,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  being  taken  into  conlideration, 
was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Refolved,  That  the  commander  in 
chief  have  one-twentieth  part  of  the 
faid  allotted  prize-money  taken  by 
any  fhip  or  ihips,  armed  veffel  or 
vcffels,  under  his  orders  and  com¬ 
mand. 

That  the  captain  of  any  fingle  fhip 
or  armed  velfel  have  two-twentieth 
parts  for  his  fhare,  but  if  more  Ihips 
or  armed  veffels  be  in  company  when 
a  prize  is  taken,  then  the  two-twen¬ 
tieth  parts  to  be  divided  among!!  all 
the  faid  captains. 

That  the  captains  of  marines, 
lieutenants  of  the  Ihips  or  armed  vef¬ 
fels,  and  makers  thereof,  fhare  toge¬ 
ther,  and  have  three-twentieth  parts 
divided  among  them,  equally  of  all 
prizes  taken  when  they  are  in  com¬ 
pany. 

That  the  lieutenants  of  marines, 
furgeons,  chaplains,  purfers,  boat- 
1  wains,  gunners,  carpenters,  the 
mailers  mates  and  the  fecretary  of 
the  fleet  fhare  together,  and  have 
two-twentieth  parts  and  one  half  of  a 
twentieth  part  divided  among  them, 
equally  of  all  prizes  taken  when  they 
are  in  company. 

That  the  following  petty  warrant 
and  petty  officers  (viz.  allowing  for 
each  fhip  fix  midihipmen,  for  each 
brig  four  midihipmen,  and  each  Hoop 
two  midihipmen,  one  captain’s  clerk, 
one  furgeon’s  mate,  one  fleward,  one 
failmaker,  one  cooper,  one  armorer, 
two  boatfwain’s  mates,  one  cook, 
one  cockfwain,  two  ferjeants  of  ma¬ 
rines,  for  each  Ihip,  and  one  ferjean£ 
N  2  for 


r  each  brig  and  (loop)  have  three- 
tier  n  parts  divided  among  them 
,  and  when  a  prize  is  taken 

i  v  ihip  or  vcffei  on  board  or  in 
c  pany  of  w  lien  the  commander  in 
d  eh  is,  then  the  commander  in 
chief’s  to>  k  or  cockiwain  to  be  added 
to  this  al  otment,  and  have  their 
fhares  with  their  laid  mentioned. 

That  the  remaining  eight-twen¬ 
tieth  parts,  and  o.  e  half  of  the  twen¬ 
tieth  part,  be  divided  among  the  reft 
of  the  ihip  or  ihips  companies,  as  it 
may  hap^  en,  Hi  are  and  iharc  alike. 

'1  hat  no  officer  or  man  have  any 
iharc  but  luch  as  are  a&ually  on  board 
their  leveral  veffejs  when  any  prize 
or  prizes  are  taken,  excepting  only 
fuch  as  may  have  been  ordered  on 
board  any  other  prizes  before  taken 
or  fent  away  by  his  or  their  com¬ 
manding  officers. 

The  committee  on  General  Schuy¬ 
ler’s  letters,  &c.  brought  in  a  farther 
report,  which  was  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  confideration 
thereof  be  poftponed  to  Monday 
next. 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler, 
dated  the  30th  of  December,  en- 
cloiing  copies  of  letters  from  General 
Montgomery  and  General  Woofter, 
being  received,  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next  at  ten 
o’clock. 

Monday ,  January  8,  177^* 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler, 
dated  the  26th  ofDecember,  enclofing 
a  copy  cf  a  letter  from  General  Mont¬ 
gomery,  dated  December  5th,  and 
a  lift  of  the  ordnance  fent  to  Cam¬ 
bridge,  alfo  a  letter  from  Baltimore, 
enclofing  an  affidavit  of  Capt.  Horn, 
being  received,  were  read. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  consider¬ 
ation  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
General  Schuyler’s  letters,  thereupon 
came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Refolved,  That  ihipwrights  be 
immediately  fent  from  New- York 
and  Philadelphia  to  General  Schuy¬ 
ler,  or  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 


forces  at  Ticonderoga,  to  be  by  hirn 
employed  in  conftrudting  a  number  of 
batteaus,  not  exceeding  one  hundred* 
for  tranfporting  troops  with  their 
baggage  from  that  place  into  Canada, 
whenever  it  may  be  found  neceffary. 

That  a  fufficient  number  of  fuit- 
able  men  be  engaged  for  rowing 
faid  batteaus  ;  and  that  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  provifions  and  ftoies  be  fent 
this  winter  to  fort  George. 

That  General  Schuyler  be  defired 
to  have  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  above 
and  below  Quebec,  well  explored, 
and  to  determine  upon  proper  places 
for  oppofing  by  armed  boats,  or  other 
wife  any  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  pe-^ 
netrate  that  country  by  the  river ; 
and  that  he  give  order  for  conftrutT 
ing  fpeedily  many  fuch  boats  as  he 
fhall  judge  neceffary. 

That  two  Ihipwrights  be  imme¬ 
diately  fent  from  Philadelphia  to  be 
employed  under  the  direction  of  the 
committee  of  tnfpection  at  Albany, 
in  conftrudting  fcouts  for  facilitating 
the  paffage  over  lludfon’s  river. 

Refolved,  That  the  provifions  here¬ 
tofore  made  for  an  hofpital  in  the 
northern  army  when  it  was  more  nu¬ 
merous  than  it  is  now,  is  fufficient. 

Refolved,  That  the  convention  of 
New- York  be  defired  to  fend  three 
thoufand  bufhels  of  fait,  beftdes  what 
General  Schuyler  hath  already  order¬ 
ed  to  be  brought  to  Ticonderoga. 

Refolved,  That  the  governor  of 
the  general  aflembiLcs  of  Maffachu- 
fetts  Bay  arid  New-Hamplhire  and 
tiie  convention  of  New- York,  be 
written  to  forthwith,  by  the  delegates 
of  the  faid  colonies  refpeftively,  to 
furnifh  General  Schuyler  with  the  ac¬ 
count  of  money  paid  to  any  perfons 
in  the  army  under  his  command,  fpe- 
cifying  the  names  of  thofe  to  whom 
the  money  was  paid  by  their  order. 

Refolved,  That  the  contrail  made 
by  General  Schuyler  to  allow  one 
twelfth  part  of  a  dollar  per  day  for  bil- 
leting  money  to  every  one  of  the  men, 

who  re-ini  iit  in  the  northern  army, 

tan  til 
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.until  they  can  march  to  the  place, 
tvhere  provilions  may  be  cc.i  vei lu  to 

them,  be  made  good. 

Refolved,  That  the  officers  of  the 
northern  army  be  accountable  for 
jfuch  public  Itores  iiTued  to  them,  as 
may  be  loft  through  careleffnefs,  by 
their  refpective  corps,  and  that  the 
value  thereof  be  denuded  out  of  the 
pay  ot  thole  who  have  embezzled  Gi 
waited  the  fame, 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  does 


Refolved,  That  the  farther  consi¬ 
deration  of  the  report  be  deferred  til! 
to-morrow. 

Refolved,  That  the  convention  or 
committee  of  fafety  of  Maryland  be 
requeited  to  order  three  companies  of 
the  minute-men  in  the  fervice  of  that 
Colony  to  march  immediately  from 
thence  to  the  counties  of  Accomack 
and  Northampton,  in  Virginia,  m- 
iiead  of  the  forces  that  were  direded 
to  c/o  thither  from  Pennfylvania,  and 


approve  of  the  railing  a  battalion  of  to  lay.  before  Congrefs  the  accounts 

■t  t  ^  -Tin  onn  XkT  h !  f  h 


Canadians  and  of  the  appointment  oi 
James  Liivingfton,  Eiq;  colonel  there¬ 


of. 


Refolved,  That  nine  battalions, 
including  that  of  Canadians  under 
colonel  Itfvingfton,  be  kept  up  and 
maintained  the  prelsnt  yeartoi  the  de¬ 
fence  of  Canaua. 

Refolved,  That  the  fir  ft  Pennfyl¬ 
vania  battalion  under  Colonel  Bull, 
and  the  fecond  New-Jeriey  battalion 
under  Colonel  Miaxwell,  be  ordeicd 
to  march  immediately  to  Albany, 
and  there  put  themfelves  under  the 
command  of  General  Schuyler,  and 
that  the  orders  given  for  the  maich 
of  three  companies  of  Colonel  Bud  s 
battalion  to  Acamac  and  Northamp¬ 
ton  be  countermanded. 

And  to  make  up  the  reft  of  the 


of  their  fubfiflence  and  pay,  which 
fhall  be  paid  out  of  the  continental 
treafury? 

Ajourned  to  io  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tue/day,  January  9,  1776. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Tilgman,  with 
fundry  papers  enclofed,  alfofomedif- 
patches  from  Governor  Franklin,  and 
a  letter  from  C.  Skinner,  which  w^ere 
intercepted,  were  laid  before  Con¬ 
grefs,  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  a  letter  be  written 
to  Mr.  Tilghman,  informing  him 
that  the  Hornet  and  Wafp  are  under 
orders  to  fail  to  the  capes  of  Dela¬ 
ware,  and  that  fuch  veflels,  as  are 
ready  to  fail,  may  take  the  benefitof 
that  convoy. 

That  the  committee  for  fitting  out 
armed  veflels  be  directed  to  give  or- 


battalions  voted  for  the  defence  of  ders  to  the  captains  of  the  Hornet  and 
Canada,  that  one  battalion  be  raifed  Wafp  to  take  under  their  convoy  fuch 


in  New-Hampfhire,  one  in  Connec¬ 
ticut  and  one  in  New~"\  ork  j  that 
two  battalions  be  formed  out  of  the 
troops  now  in  Canada,  and  that  Ge¬ 
neral  Montgomery  be  oefired  to  re¬ 
commend  proper  perfons  for  officers 
in  faid  battalions ;  and  that  one  of  the 
five  battalions  lately  ordered,  to  be 
raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  be  deitineG  for 
Canada. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  beappointed  to  devife  ways  and 
means  for  furniffiing  the  battalions 
deflined  for  Canada,  with  provilions, 
and  for  expediting  their  march. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr0  Deane  and  Mr,  M‘Kean« 


veflels  as  are  ready  to  fail. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due. 

To  Michael  Conolly,  for  expences 
in  conducting  captain  John  Living- 
fton  and  lieutenant  Anftruther  from 
Kingfton  to  Lancafter,  the  iutn  of 
250  dollars. 

To  Richard  Butler  for  neceffiaries 
furnilhed  to  five  Indians,  the  fum  of 
49.3  dollars. 

To  Jofeph  Cowperthvvait.  the  ium 
of  419. 6  dollars,  for  expence3  in  con¬ 
ducting-  cafh  to  Cambridge. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be 
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Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
conduiSl  of  the  ofhcers  who  are  prifon- 
ers,  the  manner  in  which  they  are  at 
pretent  fubiifted,  and  report  there¬ 
on. 

# The  members  cliofen,  Mr.  W.  Li* 
vingfton,  Mr.  Dyer,  and  Mr.  Floyd. 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of 
the  intercepted  letter  of  Mr.  Cortland 
Skinner  be  fent  to  the  committee  of 
fafety  for  New-Jerfey. 

That  orders  be  fent  to  Lord  Ster¬ 
ling  to  take  with  him  a  fufficient 
force,  and  immediately  apprehend  and 
keep  in  fafe  cullody  the  faid  Cort. 
land  Skinner,  of  Amboy,  till  further 
orders  from  this  Congrefs. 

That  he  carry  faid  Cortland  Skin¬ 
ner  before  the  committee  of  fafety  of 
the  colony  of  New-Jerfey  for  exami¬ 
nation. 

That  the  faid  committee  be  defired 
to  tranfmic  his  examination  to  Con¬ 
grefs. 

Refolded,  That  the  militia  raifed 
in  the  counties  of  Orange  and  Ulder, 
in  the  colony  of  New -York,  by  or¬ 
der  of  the  Congrefs,  for  the  fupport 
of  the  fort  lately  erefted  on  Hud  foil’s 
river,  be  di (charged,  except  thole 
Rationed  in  the  fort,  who  ihall  alfo 
be  difcharged  whenever  other  troops 
arrive  there  to  fupply  their  places  ; 
and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  faid  Colony  to 
fee  that  this  refolve  be  carried  into 
execution. 

Refolvjd,  That  500,000  dollars  be 
fent  to  the  pay  mafter  general  for  the 
ufe  of  the  a  mv  in  the  Maftachufett’s- 

Bav. 
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That  the  delegates  of  Pcnnfylvania 
be  dire&cd  to  count  and  forward  the 
fame  with  all  convenient  f  eed  under 
a  guard  of  an  officer  and  two  men. 

The  Congrefs  r  fuming  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  General  Schuyler’s  letters,  &c. 
thereupon  came  to  the  following  re- 
folutions, 

Refolved,  That  Colonel  V*  Scha- 


ick>  lieutenant  colonel  Yates,  and 
major  Ganefevoort  be  continued  in 
the  ferviceof  the  United  Colonies, 
and  that  they  take  the  command  of 
the  battalion  to  be  levied  in  the  co¬ 
lony  of  New- York. 

1  hat  captain  Lamb  be  appointed 
commander  of  the  artillery  "in  the 
northern  department  with  the  rank 
of  major,  and  that  he  be  allowed  fif¬ 
ty  dollars  per  month  from  the  fir  ft  day 
of  the  prefent  month,  as  a  reward  for 
his  activity  and  fpirited  conduct  in  the 
laif  campaign. 

That  no  p  oft  age  be  paid  for  any 
letters  to  or  from  private  fo’diers, 
while  engaged  in  a&ual  fervice  in  the 
defence  of  the  United  Colonies  ;  and 
that  fuch  letters  be  franked  by  fome 
perfon  authorized  for  that  purpofe, 
by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  de¬ 
partment. 

That  a  letter  be  written  to  Gene* 
ral  Schuyler  by  the  ppefident,  inform¬ 
ing  him,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of 
Congrefs,  he  fhould  proceed  to  have 
the  conduct  o!  lieutenant  Hal  fey  en¬ 
quired  into  by  a  court  martial,  giving 
him  previous  notice  to  appear  in  his 
own  defence,  and  that  fuch  fentence 
fhould  be  paffed  on  him,  as  fuch 
court  martial  fhali  think  juft,  and  if 
the  faid  lieutenant  Halfey  fhali  de¬ 
cline  to  fubmit  his  conduft  to  fuch 
examination  and  fentence,  that  then 
all  arrears  of  pay  due  to  him  be  flop¬ 
ped  ;  to  enable  him  to  give  difcliarges 
to  fuch  officers  as  h  ive  quitted  the  fer 
vice  ;  to  afiure  him  that  we  have 
great  confidence  in  his  attention  to 
the  public  interell,  and  rely  that  he 
will  give  to  the  proper  officers  in  his 
department  fuen  orders,  as  will 
procure  indemnification  to  the  public 
for  any  embezzlement  or  wafte  of  its 
ftores,  or  monies  ;  to  empower  him 
to  remit  to  fuch  of  the  troops  railed 
in  the  colony  of  New- York,  as  may  re¬ 
in  lift,  any  right  we  may  have  to  Hop 
wages  for  under  cloaths  delivered  to 
them  ;  to  defire  he  will  communicate 
to  Mr,  Price  the  fenfe  this  Congrefs 
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have  of  his  friendly  offices  to  General 
Montgomery,  in  favour  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  caufe,  to  return  him  our  thanks 
for  the  fame,  and  allure  him  imme¬ 
diate  meafures  fhall  be  taken  for  re¬ 
placing  the  monies  he  has  advanced ; 
to  notify  to  Colonel  Eafton  our  ap¬ 
probation  of  his  late  fervices,  and 
that  we  fhall  retain  in  our  minds  a 
juft  fenfe  of  them. 

That  General  Schuyler  be  directed 
to  appoint  Mr.  John  MTherfon  a 
major  in  one  of  the  battalions  ordered 
to  be  railed  out  of  the  troops  in 
Canada. 

That  a  conduflorof  artillery,  a  fu- 
perintendant  of  the  arms,  a  barrack- 
m after  and  ftorekeeper  be  appointed 
to  the  northern  army,  and  that  Gene- 
ral  Schuyler  be  defired  to  recommend 
proper  perfons  to  Congrefs  for  thofe 
offices. 

That  the  deputy  paymafter  gene¬ 
ral  have  liberty  to  appoint  under 
him  two  affiftant  pay  mailers,  who 
fhall  each  receive  26  dollars  .  and 
two-thirds  per  month,  for  their  trou¬ 
ble  and  fervices. 

That  all  the  officers  and  foldiers  in 
the  northern  department  be  paid  in 
perfon  by  the  deputy  pay  mailer  gene¬ 
ral,  or  the  affiflants  to  be  appointed 
jjy  him,  in  confequence  of  the  fore¬ 
going  refolve. 

That  a  communication  be  forth¬ 
with  opened  between  Skenesborough 
and  fort  Ann,  and  that  Wood-creek 
be  cleared  for  that  purpofe. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  the  province  of 
New- York  to  appoint  proper  perfons 
to  enquire  into  the  propriety  and 
practicability  of  obftfu&dng  or  leffen- 
ing  the  depth  of  water  in  the  Narrows, 
or  at  any  other  place  at  the  entrance 
of  New-York,  or  of  any  way  fortify¬ 
ing  that  pafs,  fo  as  to  prevent  the 
entrance  of  the  enemy;  and  alfo  to 
enquire  whether  the  depth  of  water 
in  Hudlon’s,  river,  below  the  bat¬ 
tery,  may  not  eafily  be  leffened,  fo 
as  to  prevent  large  ihips  palling  up, 


and  to  make  an  eftlmate  of  the  ex¬ 
pence,  and  report  their  proceedings 
in  the  premifes  immediately  to  Con¬ 
grefs. 

That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  the 
choice  of  two  brigadier  generals,  viz. 
one  for  the  army  in  Maffachufett’s- 
Bay,  and  the  other  for  the  army  in 
the  northern  department. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wedmfday ,  January  10,  1776. 

A  letter  from  Rachel  S telle,  with  an 
account  for  the  fubfillence  of  officers 
was  laid  before  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  conduct  of 
officers,  &c. 

Refolved,  That  the  commiffioners 
for  Indian  affairs  in  the  Northern  de¬ 
partment  be  directed  to  pay  the  Reve¬ 
rend  Mr.  Wheelock  five  hundred 
dollars,  agreeable  to  a  refolution  of 
Congrefs  palled  the  12th  day  of  July 
laft. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife 
ways  &  means  for  facilitating  the  march 
of  the  battalions  deftined  for  Canada, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read,  and  the  Congrefs  therewith 
concurring. 

Refolved,  That  three  firft  lieute¬ 
nants,  eight  fecond  lieutenants,  one 
enfign  and  a  quarter-mafter  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  fupply  the  vacancies  in 
Colonel  Bull’s  battalion. 

That  for  the  faid  battalion  there 
be  provided  688  caps,  688  pair  of 
mittens,  688  pair  of  flocking?,  688 
pair  of  leggings,  688  pair  of  fhoes, 
688  haverfacks,  688  flings  for  fire¬ 
locks  1200  Hurts,  688  waiftcoats, 
5  co  pair  of  breeches,  300  blankets, 
64  pitching  axes  and  nine  baggage 
waggons. 

'1  hat  for  colonel  Maxwell’s  batta¬ 
lion  there  be  provided  688  haverfacks, 
688  carcouch  boxes,  and  crofs  belts, 
688  tomahawks,  64  pitching  axes  and 
9  baggage  waggons. 

That  both  battalions  be  paid  up  to 
the  firft  day  of  February  next. 

That  the  battalions  mardx  by  com¬ 
panies, 


panics,  and  that  the  companies  fol¬ 
low  each  other  at  the  diflance  of  one 
day’s  march  ;  that  the  quarter-mailers 
and  commilfaries  precede  their  re- 
fpedtive  battalions  a  few  days,  in  or¬ 
der  to  provide  lodgings  and  provifions 
on  the  road. 

That  the  colonels  be  allowed  6  rations 

Lieutenant  colonels,  5  ditto 

Majors,  4  ditto 

Captains,  3  ditto 

Subaltern  and  Half  offi- 7 

,  >  2  ditto 

cers,  each  ] 

or  money  in  lieu  thereof. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania 
to  fupply  Colonel  Bull’s  battalion 
with  the  foregoing  articles,  or  luch 
of  them  as  they  have  not  already  pro¬ 
vided  them  with,  agreeable  to  former 
refolutions  of  Congrefs  ;  and  that  all 
the  articles  furnilhed  the  men  more 
than  thoLe  allowed  in  lieu  of  bounty 
be  deducted  out  of  their  pay. 

That  Thomas  Lowry  be  direfled 
to  provide  the  articles  for  Colonel 
Maxwell’s  battalion,  and  that  all 
the  articles  furnifhed  the  men  more 
than  thofe  allowed  in  lieu  of  bounty 
be  deduced  out  of  their  pay. 

Refoived,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treasurers  in  favour  of  Tho¬ 
mas  Lowry,  for  the  fum  of  35,000 
dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalions 
raifed  in  New-Jerfey,  he  to  be  ac¬ 
countable  for  the  fame. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  two  brigadier  generals,  and  the 
ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 
Jofeph  Fry,  Efq;  was  elected  for  the 
army  in  the  MufLichufetts  Bay,  Le- 
nedift  Arnold,  Efq;  for  the  army  in 
the  Northern  department. 

The  committee  of  fafety  for  Penn¬ 
fylvania,  having  recommended  a  num¬ 
ber  of  perfons  for  field-officers  to  the 
fixth  battalion  ordered  to  be  raifed  in 
faid  Colony,  the  Congrefs  proceeded 
to  the  election,  and  tne  ballots  being 
jaken  and  examined. 


William  Irwin,  Efq;  was  eledled 
colonel, 

Thomas  Hartley,  Efq;  lieutenant 
colonel, 

James  Dunlap,  Efq;  major. 

Refoived,  That  another  battalion 
be  raifed  in  New-Jerfey,  on  the  fame 
terms  as  the  other  two  raifed  in  the 
faid  Colony. 

Refoived,  That  the  pay  of  the 
troops  ferving  in  and  deliined  for 
Canada  be  the  fame  as  that  of  the 
army  at  Cambridge  ;  and  that  this 
pay  commence  to  the  Pennfylvania 
and  New-Jerfey  battalions  from  the 
time  they  let  out  on  their  march  to 
Canada. 

The  Congrefs  confidering  the  great 
dihance  from  Colonel  Heard  to  Col. 
Waterbury,  the  difficulty  of  co  ope¬ 
rating  with  each  other  in  their  ex-* 
pedition  into  Queen’s  county,  there¬ 
upon. 

A  Refoived,  That  Lord  Stirling  be 
defired  to  furnifh  Colonel  Heard  with 
three  companies  under  his  command, 
whp  are  to  join  Colonel  Heard  with 
the  minute-men  by  him  raifed,  and 
proceed  as  foon  as  may  be  on  the  ex¬ 
pedition  into  Queen’s  county,^  for 
which  Colonel  Heard  and  Co]onel 
Waterbury  were  appointed,  and  that 
Colonel  Heard  be  defired  to  fend  im¬ 
mediately  an  exprefs  to  Colonel  Wa¬ 
terbury  with  a  copy  of  this  refolution, 
and  inform  him  that  his  fervice  will 
net  be  required  on  this  occafion, 

Refoived,  That  a  committee  of 
five  be  appointed  to  take  into  confi- 
deration  the  Hate  ot  thele  Colonies, 
and  report  as  foon  as  polhbie  what 
number  of  forces  in  their  opinion 
will  be  neceffary  for  the  defence  of 
the  lame. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr,  Duane, 
Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  E. 
Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

Reiolved,  That  the  Colony  of 
North  Carolina  be  fupplied  with  one 
ton  of  powder  by  the  lecret  commit¬ 
tee,  # 
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The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  there  is  due. 

To  the  committee  of  the  upper  dif- 
tridl  of  Frederick  county,  Mary¬ 
land,  the  fum  of  800. 1  dollars,  to 
be  paid  to  Daniel  He  her  ;  of  which 
571  dollars  to  be  charged  to  C'apt. 
Cre  flap’s  company,  77  dollars  and 
one  third  to  Captain  Price’s  com¬ 
pany,  and  the  remainder  to  the 
continent. 

To  Furman  and  Hunt,  for  provifions, 
&c.  furnifhed  to  prifoners,  the  fum 
of  178.2  dollars. 

To  William  Shad,  for  attendance  as 
meflenger  to  the  4th  of  December, 
1 775,  the  fum  of  52  dollars. 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be 
paid. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thurfday ,  ‘January  11,  1776. 
Refolved,  That  it  be  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  convention  or  committee  of 
fafety  of  New-York,  to  endeavour  to 

obtain  a  releafe  of  lieutenant - - 

Tiley,  of  Brigadier  Woofter’s  regi¬ 
ment,  now  confined  on  board  the 
Afia  man  of  war,  by  exchanging  for 
him  an  officer  of  the  fame  rank  of 
the  Britilh  troops  in  our  cuftoay. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  prepare  inftruc- 
tions  to  the  officers  in  the  recruiting 
fervice. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon, 
Mr.  Dyer,  and  Mr.  Flarrifon. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confider- 
ation  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  bills  of  credit,  emitted  by  this 
Congrefs,  thereupon  came  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  refolution. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Congrefs 
that  feveral  evil  difpofed  perfons,  in 
order  to  obftrudl  and  defeat  the  efforts 
of  the  United  Colonies,  in  defence 
of  their  juft  rights,  have  attempted 
to  depreciate  the  bills  of  credit  emit¬ 
ted  by  the  authority  of  this  Con¬ 
grefs. 

Refolved,  therefore.  That  if  any 
perfon  fhall  hereafter  be  fo  loft  to  all 


virtue  and  regard  for  his  country,  as 
to  refufe  to  receive  the  faid  bills  in 
payment,  orobftrudt  or  dilcourage  the 
currency  or  circulation  thereof,  and 
fhall  be  duly  convicted  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  city,  county  or  diftridt, 
or,  in  cafe  of  appeal  from  their  d.e- 
cifion,  by  the  affembly,  convention, 
council  or  committee  of  lafety  of  the 
Colony  where  he  fhall  refide,^  fuch 
perfon  fhall  be  deemed,  publifned 
and  treated  as  an  enemy  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  and  precluded  from  all  trade  or 
intercourfe  with  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  Colonies. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  re- 
folve  be  immediately  publifhed. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  ths 
committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania, 
for  the  fum  of  6ood  dollars,  for  the 
life  of  the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion, 
the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable 
for  the  fame. 

A  reprefentation  of  the  field-officers 
of  the  Pennfylvania.  battalions,  fet- 
ting  forth  the  inconveniences  that  will 
arife  from  the  battalions  confiding  of 
feven  battalion-companies,  was  pre¬ 
fen  ted  to  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  re¬ 
ferred  for  conflderation  till  to-mor¬ 
row. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to  morrow, 
Fri day ,  January  12,  1 7  7  6 . 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  there  is  due. 

To  Henry  Dewfon,  for  provifions  to 
Captain  Rofs’s  company,  the  fum 
of  27.5  dollars. 

From  Turbett  Francis,  Efa;  one  of 

* 

the  commiflioners  for  Indian  affairs 
in  the  Northern  department  a  bal- 
lance  in  his  hands  amounting*  to 
194  dollars. 

To  Volkert  P.  Douw,  another  of  the 
commiflioners  of  faid  department, 
expences  attending  the  treaty  at 
Albany,  a  ballance  amounting  to 
2171.9  dollars,  and  that  there  will 
then  remain  in  his  hands  two  ma- 
O  trades. 
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trafles  about  #  fifteen  gallons  of  and  that  the  faid  committees  be  di- 
'v  \IK  ’  .  e  fPir«s,and  fome  boards,  reded  to  apply  to  the  faid  officers  for 


belonging  to  the  Colonies. 
Ordered,  That  the  fums  due  to 
Henry  Dewfon,  and  Volkert  P. 
Douw,  Efq;  be  paid  :  the  latter 
through  the  hands  of  lames  Duane. 
Efq; 

The  committee  appointed  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  condud  of  the  officers, 
who  are  pnioners,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  are,  at  prefent,  fubfifted, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
agreed  to,  as  follows, 

Refolved,  That  the  condud  of  the 
officers  at  1  renton,  though  in  other 
refpeds  unexceptionable,"  is,  as  to 
their  manner  of  living,  exceedingly 
extravagant,  they  being  boarded  at 


their  bills  to  difeharge  the  debts  al¬ 
ready  incurred,  and  alfo  to  inform 
them,  it  is  expeded  they  will  from 
time  to  time  draw  for  their  future 
fubfiftence. 

Ordered,  1  hat  Rachel  S title’s  ac¬ 
count  for  fubliftence  of  officers  to  the 
4th  of  January,  1776,  amounting  to 
423.6  dollars,  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
confideration  the  trade  of  the  United 
Colonies,  and  after  fome  time,  the 
prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Ward  reported  that  the  committee 
had  taken  into  confideration  the  mat¬ 
ter  to  them  referred,  but  not  having 

t) 
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taverns,  and  the  innkeepers  fupplying  come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  leave 
tiiem  in  a  luxurious  manner,  on  the  to  lit  a°ain. 


credit  of  the  continent. 

That  the  Congrefs  will,  for  the 
tuture,  allow  two  dollars  per  week 
for  the  board  and  lodgings  of  officers, 
who  are  prifoners  (for" which  fum  they 
may  have  decent  lodgings)  to  be  re¬ 
paid  by  the  ofticers  before  they  are 
releafed  from  their  captivity. 

That  the  accounts  of  the  feveral 
innkeepers  againft  the  officers  be  paid 
by  the  continent,  which  are  alfo  to 
r-e  repaid  by  the  faid  officers  before 
their  difeharge. 

That  no  tavern-keeper  fupply  the 
faid  officers  for  the  future  on  the  cre¬ 
dit  of  the  continent. 

'i  hat  the  officers  now  at  Trenton 
be  dire&ed  to  remove  to  fome  other 
place  at  a  proper  diilance  from  the 
public  poft-road. 

That  the  officers  at  Trenton  have 
liberty  to  cliufe  the  places  of  their  re- 
iidence,  the  choice  being  made  con- 


Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will 
to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  fur¬ 
ther  confideration  the  trade  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

A  memorial  from  the  lield-officers 
of  the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion  was 
prefen  ted  to  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  re¬ 
ferred  till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred  being  poftponea. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

S aturday ,  J anuary  13,  1 776. 

A  letter  from  General  Washington, 
dated  January  the  4th,  1776  ;  alfo  a 
Utter  from  the  committee  of  fafety 
of  New-York,  dated  January  the  3d, 
being  received,  were  read. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  five 
be  appointed  to  take  into  confidera¬ 
tion  the  letter  from  the  committee  of 
fafety  of  New-York,  and  to  confer 


fiftent  with  former  relocations  of  with  Mr.  Romans,  and  report 


Congrefs. 

That  a  copy  of  the  above  rcfolu- 
tions,  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
refolution  granting  officers  liberty  to 
fell  bills  for  their  fubfiftence,  be 
tranfmitted  to  the  feveral  committees, 
where  officers  who  are  prifoners  refide ; 


to 


Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paine, 
Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Wythe, 
and  Mr.  W.  Livingfton. 

The  fecret  committee  having  made 
report  refpefting  the  purchafe  of  the 
falt-petrc  lately  imported. 

Re- 
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Refolved,  That  the  faid  committee 
e  dire&ed  to  purchafe  the  falt-petre 
n  the  be  ft  terms  they  can,  and  have 
:  manufactured  into  gunpowder  as 
Don  as  poftible. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  com- 
nittee  be  directed  to  fupply  Colonel 
deard  with  zoo  pounds  ol  gunpow- 
ier,  to  enable  him  to  carry  into  exe¬ 
cution  the  orders  of  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  John  Morgan  be 
)romoted  to  the  rank  of  ftrft  lieute- 
iant  in  one  of  the  companies  ©f 
Colonel  Bull’s  battalion. 

Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday ,  January  15,  1776. 

A  paragraph  of  a  letter  from  Peter 
Timothy,  fecretary  to  the  Provincial 
Convention  and  committee  of  fafety 
of  South  Carolina,  dated  January  5  th, 
to  C.  Godfon,  Elq;  was  read,  in¬ 
forming  that  the  faid  convention  have 
refolved  to  continue  the  delegates, 
and  have  conftituted  any  two  of  them 
to  be  a  quorum  to  reprefent  faid  Co¬ 
lony. 

A  letter  from  General  Wafhington, 
dated  the  31ft  of  December,  with 
fundry  papers  enclofed,  among  which 
a  draught  of  Captain  Matthews  on 
the  treafury  of  Virginia,  for  J\oo 
lawful  money  advanced  him  by  the 
general  ;  alfo  two  letters  from  Lord 
Stirling,  aated  January  8th and  nth, 
and  a  letter  from  Governor  Trumbull, 
with  three  papers  enclofed,  being  re¬ 
ceived,  were  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  letter  from 
General  Wafhington  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Widen. 

That  the  letters  from  Lord  Stir¬ 
ling  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
five. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  W. 
Livingfton,  Mr.  iVPKean,  Mr.  bloyd, 
Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Alexander. 

That  the  letters  from  Governor 
Trumbull,  with  the  enclofed  papers, 
be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  confer  with  Mr,  Romans. 


A  letter  from  the  committee  of 
fafety  of  Neve-fork,  dated  January 
nth,  1776,  was  read. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to ' 
the  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the 
Colonies. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
five  be  appointed  to  make  an  eftimate 
of  the  number  of  cannon,  that  may 
be  wanted  for  the  defence  of  the 
United  Colonies,  and  to  devife  ways 
and  means  for  procuring  them,  and 
that  it  be  an  inftrudUon  to  faid  com¬ 
mittee  to  enquire  what  fized  cannon 
can  be  caft  in  thefe  Colonies. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wittier, 
Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Rogers,  Mr.  Al¬ 
len  and  Mr.  Paine. 

Refolved,  That  no  bought  indented 
fervants  be  employed  on  board  the 
fleet,  or  in  the  army  of  the  United 
Colonies,  without  the  confent  of  their 
matters. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  there  is  due. 

To  Jacob  Hiltzheimer,  for  expreffes, 
the  fum  of  356.1  dollars. 

To  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  for  his 
experces  to  Philadelphia,  and  re¬ 
turning  toNew-York  with  money, 
the  fum  of  99.7  dollars. 

To  Thomas  Apty,  for  boarding  fe¬ 
ver  al  prifoners,  109.6  dollars. 
Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts 
be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Penn- 
fylvania  to  enquire  into  the  charadlers 
of  the  recruits  or  privates  taken  on 
board  the  Rebecca  and  Frances  trans¬ 
port,  and  to  difmifs  fuch  of  them  as 
they  judge  may  with  fafety  to  the 
Colonies  be  difeharged. 

The  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
conftderation  the  ftate  of  the  trade  of 
the  United  Colonies;  and,  after 
fome  time,  the  prefident  relumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that 
the  committee  had  taken  into  their 
farther  conftderation  the  matter  to 
them  referred,  but  that  not  having 
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tome  to  a  concluiion,  they  defired 
him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will, 
on  Friday  next,  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
farther  confideration  the  trade  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

Refolved,  That  Capt.  Matthew's 
draft  on  the  treafury  of  Virginia  be 
delivered  to  the  delegates  of  that 
Colony  ;  and  that  they  be  defired  to 
rccuve  the  money,  and  pay  the  fame 
to  the  continental  treafurers. 
Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuefday,  Ja?iuary  1 6,  1776. 

The  Colony  of  Connecticut  hav- 
ing  appointed  new  delegates,  the 
fame  attending,  produced  the  cre¬ 
dentials  of  their  appointment,  which 
were  read,  as  follows  : 

dt  ci  general  affemhly  of  the  gouer- 
?ior  and  company  of  the  Englijh  Co¬ 
lony  of.  ( onnedhcut,  in  Nemu  Eng¬ 
land,  in  America,  holden  at  Ne~uj- 
ila-ven,  in  Jant  Colony ,  on  the  fecond 
1  /.  urjday  of  October ,  Anno  Ltomini 

*775- 

“  Refolved,  by  this  affemhly, 
*1  hat  Roger  Sherman,  Oliver  Wol- 
cott,  Samuel  Huntington,  Titus 
Doimer,  and  William  Williams, 
Rfqrs.  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ap- 
r  0  n t<  cl  delegates  to  reprefent  this 
f-  '  the  General  Congrefs  of 

.  ^  *  hmies  in  America  for 

the  •  c  .  r  er.fuing,  and  until  new  be 
civ.'  n  rh  is  m  l  y,  the  faid  Roger 
Sherman  < >  'ver  Wolcott,  and  Sa- 
niu  1  Hu  nuvton,  Elqrs.  do  attend 
faid  Co  -fei.,  and  on  the  failure  of 
cither  o!  rh<  *  aid  gentlemen,  by  fick- 
nefs,  or  tfierwT,  then  the  faid  Ti¬ 
tus  Holme: ,  or  William  Williams, 
Efqrs.  „re  to  fupifiy  the  place  or  pla¬ 
ces  of  any  or  either  oi  the  faid  three 
gentlemen  firit  named,  in  fuch  man¬ 
ner,  that  three  of  faid  delegates,  and 
three  only,  do  attend  faid  Congrefs 
at  any  one  time  ;  and  the  faid  three 
delegates,  or  any  or  either  of  them, 
y/ho  fhall  be  prefent  in  laid  Congrefs, 


are  hereby  fully  authorifed  and  im. 
powered  to  reprefent  this  Colony  in 
faid  Congrefs,  to  conduit,  advife  and 
refolve  upon  meafures  neceffary  to  be 
taken  and  purfued  for  the  defence, 
fecurity  and  prefervation  of  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  faid  United  Co¬ 
lonies,  and  for  their  common  fafetv  ; 
and  of  fuch  their  proceedings  and  re- 
folves  they  do  tranfmit  authentic  co¬ 
pies,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  afTernbly  of  this  Colony.  That 
the  faid  delegates  now  appointed  do 
repair  to,  and  take  their  feats  in, 
faid  Congrefs  by  the  firft  day  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  next,  in  cafe  faid  Congrefs  fhall 
be  then  fitting,  or  as  foon  after  as 
faid  Congrefs  fhall  be  convened  ;  and 
that  the  laid  gentlemen  who  are  now 
attending  faid  Congrefs  in  behalf  of 
tnis  Colony,  do  continue  in  their 
faid  office  until  the  gentlemen  now 
chofen,  and  directed  to  attend  in 
manner  aforefaid,  ffiall  arrive  at  faid 
Congrefs. 

“  A  true  copy  of  record,  examined  by 
George  Willys,  Secretary .” 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Lewis,  dated 
January  8th,  was  read,  recommend¬ 
ing  a  ftranger  to  the  notice  of  Con¬ 
grefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  qualifications 
of  perfons  applying  for  offices. 

Refolved,  That  a  member,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Dyer,  be  added  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  draw  up  in- 
llruftions  to  the  officers  employed  in 
the  recruiting  fervice. 

Refolved,  That  the  feveral  peti¬ 
tions  of  gentlemen,  praying  to  be 
appointed  officers  in  the  Pennfylva- 
ma  battalions,  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  qualifications. 

Application  being  made  in  behalf’ 
of  Mr.  Juge  and  the  owner  of  a  vef- 
fel  lately  arrived  in  Delaware,  for 
leave  to  export  provifions  to  the  a- 
mount  of  the  cargoes  by  them  im¬ 
ported, 

Refolved,  That  this  be  referred  to 
the  fecrct  committee. 


v: 
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Refolved,  That  two  members  be 
added  to  the  fecret  committee. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hevves 
and  Mr.  Alexander. 

The  committee  on  the  hate  of  the 
Colonies  brought  in  a  report,  which 
being  taken  into  confideration, 

Refolved,  That  another  battalion 
be  raifed  in  the  colony  of  North  Ca¬ 
rolina,  in  order  to  defeat  any  attempt 
which  may  be  made  in  oppofition  to 
the  meafures  recommended  bv  the 
Continental  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confi¬ 
deration  of  the  report  be  referred  till 
to-morrow. 

The  committee  having  defied 
leave  to  fit  again,  the  fame  was 
granted. 

Refolved,  That  to-morrow  be  a f- 
figned  for  taking  into  confideration, 
in  a  committee  of  the  whole,  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  opening  the  ports  after  the 
fivft  of  March  next. 

The  delegates  of  South-Carolina 
having  informed  the  Congrefs,  that 
their  Colony,  being  in  want  of  fea- 
men,  had  given  orders  to  offer  high 
wages  to  fuch  as  would  engage  in 
their  fervice,  defired  the  advice  and 
opinion  of  Congrefs  on  this  matter. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hop¬ 
kins,  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  Paine, 
Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Floyd. 

Refolved,  That  the  naval  com¬ 
mittee  be  empowered  to  purchafe  a 
fmall  veffel  for  a  tender. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pro¬ 
cure  powder  from  Providence,  brought 
in  a  report,  with  an  account  of  a 
cargo  provided  for  that  purpofe  by 
Willing  and  Morris,  amounting  to 
3233.2  dollars  ;  whereupon, 

Relolved,  That  the  faid  committee 
be  authorifed  to  give  fuch  orders  to 
the  captain  of  the  veftel,  as  they  may 
think  proper. 

That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers,  in  favour  of  Willing  and 
Morris,  for  the  faid  fum  of  3233.2 
dollars  c 


The  committee  on  General  Wafli- 
ington’s  letters  brought  in  a  report, 
which  being  taken  into  co  Tideration, 
the  Congrefs  thereupon  came  to  the 
following  refolutions  : 

Relolved,  That  the  paymafter- 
generai  of  the  array  at  Cambridge 
be  empowered  to  draw  bills  upon  the 
prefident  of  the  Congrefs,  or,  in  their 
recefs,  upon  the  committee  of  Con- 
grels  for  that  purpofe  appoi  ted,  for 
any  fums  of  money  which  may  be 
depofited  in  his  hands  nor  exceeding, 
in  any  one  month,  the  monthly  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  army,  and  that  fuch 
bills  counterfigned  by  the  general  or 
commander  in  chief  of  the  faid  army 
be  accepted  and  paid. 

That  the  free  negroes  who  have 
ferved  faithfully  in  the  army  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  may  be  re-inliifed  therein,  but 
no  other. 

That,  if  General  Wafnington 
thinks  proper,  Colonel  R.  Ridley  be 
continued  chief  engineer  in  the  army 
at  Cambridge. 

That  the  pay  of  the  affiftant  engi¬ 
neers  in  the  army  at  Cambridge  be 
26  dollars  and  two  thirds  per  month. 

The  committee  having  defired 
leave  to  fit  again,  the  fame  was 
'  granted. 

O 

Refolved,  That  four  new  members 
be  added  to  the  committee  on  the 
qualifications,  &c.  in  the  room  of 

thofe  abfent. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wol¬ 
cott,  for  Connecticut,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Dyer.  Mr.  Duane,  for 
New-York,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Jay. 
Mr.  MTCean,  for  the  Lower  Coun¬ 
ties  on  Delaware,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Rodney  ;  and  Mr.  Rogers,  for 
Maryland. 

Refolved,  That  Thurfday  next  be 
afiigned  for  taking  into  confideration 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  In¬ 
dian  affairs. 

Refolved,  That  a  lift  of  the  com¬ 
mittees  who  have  not  reported  be 
prepared  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wed- 


—IMJ 
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Wednefday ,  ' January  17,  1776. 

A  petition  from  Do£tor  Benjamin 
Church  was  prefented  to  Congrefs, 
and  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harri- 
fon,  Mr.  Paca  and  Mr.  Idooper. 

A  petition  from  Ibbetfon  Hamar, 
a  prifoner  at  Trenton,  was  prefented 
to  Congrefs  and  read,  praying  for 
leave  to  refide  at  Mr.  Stainforth’s, 
near  Prince-Town. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  grant¬ 
ed. 

A  memorial  from  the  captains  and 
fubal terns  of  the  firft  Pen  nfyl vania 
battalion  was  prefented  and  read, 
complaining  of  the  condudl  of  their 
colonel. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  refer¬ 
red  to  the  committee  of  qualifications, 
and  that  they  be  directed  to  hear  the 
parties,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
confideration  the  propriety  of  open¬ 
ing  the  ports  after  the  firft  of  March 
next,  and  after  forne  time,  the  prefi- 
dent  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Ward  reported,  that  the  committee 
had  taken  into  confideration  the  mat¬ 
ter  to  them  referred,  and  had  come 
to  a  refolution,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  delivered  in. 

The  report  being  again  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
five  be  appointed,  to  confider  under 
what  regulations  and  reftri&ions  the 
trade  of  the  United  Colonies  ought 
to  be  carried  on  after  the  f  1  rfl  of 
March  next. 

The  members  chof.n,  Mr.  ITar- 
rifon,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr. 
Adams  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Refolved,  That  a  member  be  ad¬ 
ded  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
confer  witli  Mr.  Romans. 

The  member  chofen,  Pvlr ,  Wolcott. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 


pare  inltru&ions  for  the  officers  in  the 
recruiting  fervice  brought  in  their  re¬ 
port,  which  being  taken  into  confi¬ 
deration,  the  Congrefs  thereupon 
came  to  the  following  refolutions : 

Refolved,  That  the  colonels  of  the 
feveral  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed, 
do  immediately  order  their  officers, 
on  recruiting  fervice,  to  fuch  parts 
where  they  are  bell  known,  and  have 
the  greatefl  probability  of  fuccefs. 

That  the  recruiting  officers  ought 
to  be  careful  to  inlilt  none  but  heal¬ 
thy,  found  and  able-bodied  men, 
and  not  under  fixteen  years  of  age. 

That  the  colonels  of  the  feveral 
battalions  aforefaid,  appoint  feme 
place  or  places  of  rendezvous,  tQ 
which  the  recruits  may  be  fent,  and 
where  the  battalions  may  be  quar¬ 
tered. 

That  the  greatefl  attention  ought 
to  be  paid  to  the  behaviour  of  the 
troops  in  quarters,  that  they  may 
give  no  reafonable  caufe  of  com- 
plaint* 

That  the  quarters  of  the  troops  be 
duly  difeharged  once  every  week. 

That  an  allowance  of  one  dollar 
and  a  third  of  a  dollar  per  man  be 
made  to  the  recruiting  officers,  in 
lieu  of  their  expences  in  recruiting, 
exclufive  of  the  fubfiltence-money 
allowt  d  them.  And  that  in  cafe  any 
man  be  inlilted  contrary  to  the  fore¬ 
going  regulations,  the  pay  they  may 
have  received,  and  the  fubfiltence- 
money  that  may  be  paid  for  them, 
hull  be  hopped  from  the  pay  of  fuch 
recruiting  officers. 

That  the  colonels  of  the  feveral 
battalions  to  be  railed  in  Pennf  lva- 
nia,  be  {applied  with  money  for  the 
recruiting  fervice  by  the  comnuace 

O  *  ,  ^ 

of  fafety  of  laid  Colony,  and  dilburfe 
the  fame  to  the  feveral  recruiting 
officers  ;  the  colonels  and  other  offi¬ 
cers  to  be  accountable  for  what  they 
fhaJl  receive,  and  all  arrears,  they 
may  fall  into,  to  be  hopped  from 
their  pay. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  one 

dollar 
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dollar  and  one  third  of  a  dollar  per 
man  be  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the 
firif  Pennfylvania  battalion  for  each 
man  by  them  inlifted,  who  fhallhave 
pafl*ed  mutter. 

Refolved,  That  the  treafurers  be 
empowered  to  advance  to  Mr.  Re- 
gonville  a  fum  not  exceeding  400 
dollars,  taking  his  draught  or  bill  on 
his  agent  in  Canada  for  the  fame. 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler, 
dated  January  the  13th,  enclofing 
copies  of  letters  from  Gen.  Wootter, 
Colonel  Arnold,  and  others,  were 
laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read,  con¬ 
taining  an  account  of  an  unfuccefsful 
attempt  made  to  gain  poffeffion  of 
Quebec  by  dorm,  on  the  31ft  of  De¬ 
cember,  and  of  the  death  of  General 
Montgomery. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  South-Carolina,  refpe&ing  the 
engaging  of  feamen,  was  referred, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-mcrrovv. 

Fhurfday,  ’January  iS,  1776. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  peti¬ 
tion  of  Doctor  Benjamin  Church  was 
referred,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  being  taken  into  confidera- 
tion, 

Refolved,  That  Governor  Trum¬ 
bull  be  dedred  to  give  order  for  the 
removal  of  DoCtor  Church  to  feme 
more  comfortable  place  of  confine¬ 
ment,  than  that  where  he  now  is,  if 
fuch  can  be  found  in  that  Colony  ; 
and  that  for  the  advancement  of  his 
health,  the  faid  Dodlor  Church  be 
permitted  to  ride  out  at  proper  fea- 
fons  under  a  trufty  guard,  who  will 
be  careful  to  prevent  his  carrying  on 
any  correfpondence,  or  doing  any  adt 
prejudicial  to  the  fafety  and  welfare 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of 
Frederick-town,  Maryland,  enclofing 
fundry  intercepted  letters,  found  upon 
Dodtor  Smith,  one  of  Conolly’s  af- 
fociates,  being  brought  by  the  guard 
who  had  the  charge  of  bringing 


down  faid  Smith,  was  laid  before 
Congrefs,  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  committee  of  fafety  for  the 
Colony  of  Pennfylvania,  to  take  the 
examination  of  laid  Dodlor  Smith, 
and  then  commit  him  to  fafe  and 
clofe  confinement. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
five  be  appointed  to  take  into  confi- 
deration  the  letter  from  General 
Schuyler,  of  the  13th  of  January, 
with  the  enclofures,  and  report  there¬ 
on  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch, 
Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr. 
Ward,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to  morrow, 
Friday ,  January  19,  1776. 

Refolved,  That  five  members  be 
ele&ed  for  the  committee  of  claims  in 
the  room  of  thofe  who  are  abfent. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wol¬ 
cott,  for  Connecticut,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Deane.  Mr.  Floyd,  for 
New- York,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Lewis.  Mr.  M‘Kean,  for  the  Lower 
Counties  on  Delaware,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Rodney.  Mr.  Rogers,  for 
Maryland,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  John- 
fon.  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  for  South- 
Carolina,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Gadf- 
den. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters 
from  Lancatter  were  referred,  brought 
in  an  anfwer,  which  was  read,  and 
approved. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  tranf- 
cribed  and  forwarded. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confidera- 
tion  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  matter  of  South-Carolina,  re- 
fpe&ing  feamen  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  Captain  Cochran,  who  is  arrived 
here  for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting 
feamen,  to  purfue  the  following  plan 
in  the  inlitting  fervice,  in  which  he  is 
employed  by  the  Colony  of  South- 
Carolina  : 

That  he  offers  to  each  able  bodied 
fearaan  the  wages  of  eight  dollars  per 

month. 
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inonth,  and  that  he  pay  to  them  nine 
dollars  bounty,  and,  upon  their  ar¬ 
rival  in  South-Carolina,  the  further 
bounty  of  five  dollars. 

That  Captain  Cochran  repair  im¬ 
mediately  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge, 
and  take  the  advice  and  direction  of 
General  Washington  on  this  affair, 
and  proceed  to  inlift  his  feamen  in 
fuch  parts  of  the  country,  as  will  be 
the  lealt  prejudicial  to  the  continen¬ 
tal  fervice. 

'  That  the  prefident  write  to  General 
Washington,  acquainting  him  with 
the  fituation  of  South-Carolina,-  the 
neceflity  that  Colony  is  in  for  feamen, 
and  defiring  that  he  will  pleafe  to 
forward  this  fervice. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  there  is  due. 

To  the  committee  of  Berks  county, 
for  provifions,  ammunition,  Sec. 
furniShed  the  rifle-companies,  £i  i 
14  10,  and  for  neceffaries  fur¬ 
nished  the  prifoners  from  St.John’s, 
the  fum  of  £8  13  11,  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  £ 20  8  9,  equal  to 
54.5  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Do61or 
Jonathan  Potts. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 
Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  the 
delegates  of  South-Carolina,  for  the 
fum  of  10,000  dollars,  which  was 
appropriated  for  Indian  affairs  in  the 
•Southern  department. 

The  council  of  fafety  for  the  three 
lower  counties  on  Delaware  having 
recommended  fundry  gentlemen  for 
field-officers  of  the  battalion  ordered 
to  be  raifed  in  that  Colony,  the  Con- 
grefs  proceeded  to  an  cledlion,  and 
the  ballo  s  b ring  taken, 

John  llafiet,  Efq;  was  eledled  co¬ 
lonel,  and  Gunning  Bedford,  Efq; 
lieutenant-colonel. 

rl  he  Cong  ref,  re  fuming  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  Hate  of  the  Colonies, 
Refolved,  That  four  battalions  be 
raifed  in  the  colony  of  New-York 
for  the  defence  of  that  Colony,  upon 


the  fame  pay  with  thofe  dire&ed  %o 
be  raifed  in  the  colony  of  Pennfylva- 
nia ;  and  that  they  be  ftationed  as 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  New- 
York  department  Shall  think  belt,  to 
garrifon  the  feveral  forts  in  that  Co¬ 
lony,  from  Crown  Point  to  the  South¬ 
ward,  and  to  prevent  depredations 
upon  Long-IHand,  and  promote  the 
fafety  of  the  whole. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  fore¬ 
going  refolution  be  tranfmittted  to 
the  council  of  fafety  of  New-York  ; 
and  that  they  be  requeued,  with  all 
poffible  expedition  to  tranfmit  to  Con- 
grefs  the  names  of  a  number  of  gen¬ 
tlemen,  at  lead  two  for  each  com¬ 
mand,  out  of  whom  the  Congrefs 
may  elefl  field-officers  for  faid  bat¬ 
talions. 

The  committee  on  qualifications 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  agreed 
to,  as  follows. 

That  Roger  Stayner  and  George 
Jenkins  be  appointed  firfl  lieutenants 
in  the  firfl  Pennfylvania  battalion. 

That  the  two  eldefl  enfigns  be  pro¬ 
moted  to  fecond  lieutenants  in  faid 
battalion,  in  the  room  of  the  above. 

That  Robert  Alfon  be  appointed 
an  enfign  in  faid  battalion. 

That  Jacob  Shallus  be  appointed 
quarter- mailer  of  faid  battalion. 

The  committee  appointed  to  hear 
the  complaints  cf  the  officers,  and 
Colonel  Bull’s  defence,  brought  in 
their  report,  which,  after  debate, 
wrs  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  to  whom  Generel 
Schuyler’s  letter  of  the  13th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  with  the  papers  and  letters 
enclofcd,  was  referred,  brought  in  a 
renort,  which  was  taken  into  confi- 
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deration  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  the  American  ar¬ 
my  in  Canada  be  reinforced  with  al! 
poffible  difpatch,  as  well  for  the  Se¬ 
curity  and  relief  of  our  friends  there, 
as  for  better  fecuring  the  rights  and 
liberties  not  only  of  that  Colony,  but 
the  other  United  Colonies. 

That  an  exprefs  be  lent  to  the 

com- 
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committee  of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey, 
and  an  application  made  to  that  of 
Pennfylvania,  immediately  to  quicken 
the  officers  employed  in  levying  the 
forces  dire&ed  to  be  raifed  in  thofe 
Colonies,  and  marched  to  Canada, 
and  do  all  in  their  power  to  forward 
the  fer vice.  And  that  the  commit- 
mittee  of  in.fpettion  of  the  city  aiyl 
liberties  of  Philadelphia  be  requefted 
forthwith  to  ufe.  their  utmoil  endea¬ 
vours  to  aid  Mr.  J.  Meafe  in  procur¬ 
ing  of  the  houfeholders  therein,  fuch 
blankets  as  may  be  fpared  from  their 
refpeftive  families,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
battalion  deflined  for  this  important 
expedition  at  fo  fevere  a  feafon,  for 
which  the  owners  lhall  be  allowed  the 
value  of  fuch  blankets  according  to 
the  ehimation  of  the  faid  committee 
of  infpeftion.  And  that  Colonel 
Bull  and  Colonel  Maxwell  do  without 
delay  march  fuch  of  the  companies  of 
their  battalions  as  are  now  ready,  to 
General  Schuyler. 

That  General  Waffiington  be  re¬ 
quelled  to  detach  from  the  camp  at 
Cambridge  one  battalion,  if  the  fer- 
vice  there  will  permit  him  to  fpare 
one,  with  orders  to  march  with  the 
greateft  expedition  poffible  to  Canada. 

That  for  the  more  fpeedy  railing 
the  battalions,  ordered  on  the  8th  of 
January  to  be  raifed  in  the  colonies 
of  New- II  amp  (hire,  Connecticut, 
Nevv-York  and  Pennfylvania,  for  the 
defence  of  Canada,  it  be  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  general  aflemblies, 
conventions,  or  councils  or  commit¬ 
tees  of  fafety  of  thofe  colonies  reflec¬ 
tively,  to  exert  their  utmoil  endea¬ 
vours  in  raifing  the  faid  battalions, 
upon  the  fame  pay  and  fubfiftence  as 
the  army  at  Cambridge,  and  to  fur- 
nifh  them  with  provisions,  ammuni¬ 
tion,  and  other  neceiTaries,  for  ex¬ 
pediting  their  march  to  Canada. 
And  for  further  encouraging  the  men 
more  cheerfully  to  enter  into  the  fer- 
vice  of  their  country,  to  give  a  bounty 
of  fix  dollars  and  two  thirds  to  every 
able  bodied  effe&ive  man,  properly 


cloathed  for  the  fervlce,  and  having 
a  good  firelock,  with  a  bayonet,  and 
other  accoutrements,  and  four  dollars 
to  every  folaier  not  having  the  like 
arms  and  accoutrements ;  the  arms  to 
be  fupplied  by  the  Colony,  and  the 
colt  to  be  deducted  out  of  the  foldiers 
pay ;  and  alfo  to  provide  a  blanket 
and  haverfack  for  every  enlilted  fol- 
dier,  and  moreover  to  advance  one 
month’s  pay  to  every  officer  and  fol- 
dier  before  their  march,  that  they 
may  be  able  to  purchafe  neceffary 
cloathing. 

That  the  firft  two  companies,  which 
lhall  be  complete  of  every  battalion, 
do  march  to  that  country,  fo  foon  as 
they  fliall  be  ready,  and  be  followed 
in  the  fame  numbers,  with  like  ex¬ 
pedition,  by  the  reft  of  the  corps. 
And  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
general  aflemblies,  conventions  and 
councils  or  committees  of  fafety  of 
the  Colonies  in  which  the  battalions 
are  dire&ed  to  be  raifed,  that  they 
refpedlively  attend  to  this  bufinefs. 

The  committee  defired  leave  to  fit 
again,  which  was  granted. 

Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday  y  January  20,  1776. 
Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania, 
for  the  fum  of  15,000  dollars,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  five  battalions  to  be  raifed 
in  faid  Colony  ;  the  faid  committee 
to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due, 

To  Captain  Henry  Shylock,  for  his 
expences  in  bringing  Dofior  John 
Smith  from  Hagar’s-Town,  and 
for  his  expences  in  returning  home, 
the  fum  of  89.3  dollars; 

To  John  Nelfon,  for  his  expences  in 
bringing  the  faid  Doctor  John 
Smith  from  the  Little  Meadows  to 
Hagar’s-Town,  and  for  his  trouble 
in  attending  him  to  this  city,  with 
allowance  of  expences  in  returning 
home,  the  fum  of  75  dollars. 

To  Francis  Johnfon,  Efq;  for  fun  dry 
P  ex- 
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pences  incurred  by  guards  for  pow¬ 
der,  waggons.  Sc c.  the  fum  of  38 
dollars. 

T  omas  Dewees,  for  fupporting 
leveral  prifoners,  the  fum  of  43.  ?. 
dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts 
be  paid. 

A  memorial  from  Colonel  Bull  was 
prefented  to  Congrel's,  and  read, 
praying  for  leave,  on  account  of  ill 
treatment  he  had  received  from  many 
officers  of  his  corps,  to  refign  his 
commiffion. 

The  committee  on  General  Schuy¬ 
ler’s  letter,  brought  in  their  farther 
report,  which  being  taken  into  confi- 
deration,  the  Congrels  came  to  the 
following  refolutions. 

Refolved,  That  General  Walhing- 
ton  be  defired  to  difpatch  a  general 
officer,  if  he  can  be  fpared  from  the 
fervice  at  Cambridge,  to  command 
the  army  in  Canada. 

That  it  being  neceffary  to  procure 
a  large  quantity  of  fpecie  for  the  ope¬ 
rations  in  Canada,  which  cannot  be 
fuccefsfully  carried  on  without  that 
article,  it  be  recommended  to  the 
general  alfemblies,  conventicns,  and 
councils  or  committees  of  fafety  upon 
the  continent,  to  employ  proper  per 
fons  within  their  refpective  colonies 
to  collect  all  the  gold  and  liivcrcoin 
they  can,  and  inform  Congrels  of  the 
fum  collected. 

That  it  will  not  be  expedient  at 
prefent  to  fend  a  committee  of  Con- 
grefs  to  Canada. 

That  the  committee  of  fecrccy  be 
defired  to  difpatch  one  ton  of  gun¬ 
powder  with  the  frit  companies  that 
fhall  march  from  Penn fyl vania  to  Ca¬ 
nada  ;  and  that  Governor  Trumbull 
be  deured  to  fend  the  like  quantity 
of  gun  powder  with  the  frit  detach¬ 
ment  of  forces  directed  to  march  thi¬ 
ther  f  0111  Connecticut. 

That  the  loffies  fuftained  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Hazen  be  afeertained  by  com- 
xniffioners  to  be  appointed  by  the 


commanding  officer  in  Canada,  and 
that  the  commiffioners  report  their 
proceedings,  with  the  examination  of 
the  witneifes,  and  their  opinion  there¬ 
upon,  to  Congrefs. 

That  the  general  alfemblies;  con¬ 
ventions  or  councils  or  committees  of 
Safety  of  the  Colonies,  in  which 
forces  are  directed  to  be  raifed  for 
the  fervice  of  Canada,  be  delired  to 
raife  for  the  fame  fervice,  one  com¬ 
pany  of  matroffes,  confiding  of  forty 
privates,  in  each  Colony,  under  pro¬ 
per  officers,  and  where  a  company 
cannot  be  completed,  to  raife  as  many 
as  they  can,  under  fubaltern  officers, 
in  proportion  to  their  numbers. 

That  General  Wooflerbe  delired  .to 
take  pofeffion  of  the  medicine-chefl 
mentioned  by  Colonel  Campbell,  to  ' 
be  claimed  by  Dodtor  Beaumont,  and 
if  it  appear  to  him  to  be  private  pro¬ 
perty,-  to  pay  the  value  thereof  to  the 
owner. 

That  the  general  alfemblies,  con¬ 
ventions,  or  councils  or  committees 
of  fafety  be  defired  to  take  the  molt 
effedtual  meafures  for  recovering  the 
arms,  accoutrements,  batteaus,  tools, 
and  other  ftores  of  the  continent,  faid 
to  have  been  carried  off  by  fome  of 
the  foidiers,  who  have  returned 
from  Canada. 

That  12,300  dollars  be  advanced 
to  each  of  the  general  alfemblies  or 
councils  or  committees  of  fafety  of 
the  Colonies  in  which  forces  are  direc¬ 
ted  to  be  raifed  for  the  fervice  of  Ca¬ 
nada,  for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  , 
their  refpedtive  regiments. 

That  from  the  neceffity  of  the 
cafe,  and  to  prevent  delays,  blank 
com  millions  be  iffued  by  the  president 
for  the  field-officers,  captains  and 
fubal terns,  who  are  to  command  the 
battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  for  Ca¬ 
nada,  in  New-Hamplhire  and  Con^ 
nedticut,  to  be  filled  up  with  the 
names  of  fuch  gentlemen,  as  fhall  be 
judged  molt  proper  by  the  convention 
or  committee  of  fafety  of  New-  ' 
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Hampfhire,  and  by  the  governor  and 
council  of  Conne&icut. 

That  the  foregoing  refolution  be 
not  drawn  into  a  precedent. 

That  exclufive  of  Colonel  Livingfton 
and  his  regiment  already  determined 
on*  there  be  one  thoufand  Canadians 
more  raifed,  for  one  year,  or  during 
the  prefent  difputes,  at  fix  dollars  and 
two-thirds  bounty  and  the  ufual  Pa7> 
which  number  fhall  compofe  four 
battalions,  and  form  one  regiment, 
five  companies  of  fifty  men  to  each 
battalion,  one  captain,  one  lieute¬ 
nant,  and  one  enlign  to  each  compa¬ 
ny,  and  four  majors,  one  lieutenant 
colonel  and  one  colonel  to  the  whole 
regiment. 

That  the  committee  of  fafety  of 
Philadelphia  be  defired  to  provide 
and  difpatch  fifes  and  drums  to  Cana¬ 
da,  for  the  two  regiments  diredled  to 
be  raifed  in  that  Colony. 

Refolved,  That  orders  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  the  de¬ 
legates  of  New-Hampfhire,-  for  the 
above  fum  of  12,500  dollars,  and 
in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Connec¬ 
ticut,  for  the  like  fum  of  12,500 
dollars,  and  in  favour  of  the  delegates 
of  New- York,  for  the  like  fum  of 
1 2,500  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  bat¬ 
talions  to  be  raifed  for  Canada,  and 
that  the  laid  delegates  be  defired  to 
forward  the  faid  fums  to  their  refpec- 
tive  Colonies  with  all  expedition ; 
the  feveral  Colonies  to  be  accountable 
for  the  fame. 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  be 
dire&ed  to  fend  an  exprefs  to  General 
Schuyler,  with  a  letter,  informing 
him  of  the  meafures  the  Congrels 
have  taken  for  the  defence  of  Canada, 
and  defiring  him  to  forward  the  fame  to 
General  Woofter. 

That  he  likewife  difpatch  an  ex- 
prels,  with  the  like  information,  to 
General  Wafhington,  to  the  Gover¬ 
nor  of  Connedlicut,  and  the  conven¬ 
tion  or  council  of  fafety  of  New-Jer- 
fey.  New- York,  and  New  Hamp- 
fhirc. 


The  committee  on  qualification^ 
having  recommended  the  following 
perfons  for  enfigns  in  the  firft  Penn* 
fylvania  battalion,  viz.  Nicholas  Scull* 
Jofeph  Greenvvay,  John  Irwine, 
John  Brue,  Richard  Rice,  Major 
Waibrocn,  the  fame  were  agreed  to, 
and  commiflions  ordered  to  be  given 
them  accordingly. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  commit¬ 
tee  be  directed  to  fupply  the  delegates 
of  New  Jerfey  with  300  pounds  of 
powder,  for  the  ufe  of  Colonel  Max¬ 
well’s  battalion. 

Ordered,  That  Timothy  Matlack 
deliver  to  the  delegates  of  New-Jer- 
fey,  or  their  order,  a  quantity  of 
flints,  for  the  ufe  of  faid  battalion, 
and  ball  or  lead  proportioned  to  30Q 
pounds  of  powder. 

That  the  treafurers  with  all  expe¬ 
dition  fend  a  trufty  perfon  with  Jiooo 
in  continental  bills  to  Samuel  Patter- 
foil,  Efq;  and  receive  in  exchange 
for  the  fame  fo  much  in  fllver  and 

g°!d-  - .  ,  ’  , 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday ,  'January  22,  17 76. 
Sundry  letters,  viz.  one  from  Ge¬ 
neral  Wafhington,  of  the  nth  of 
January,  two  from  Lord  Stirling, 
of  the  18  th  and  19th  of  January,  one 
from  General  Schuyler,  of  the  10th 
of  January,  .and  one  from  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  Trenton,  of  the  19th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  alfo  a  petition  from  .John 
Sparling,  being  received,  were  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  above  letters 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 
The  members  cholen,  Mr.  W. 

V 

Livingfton,  Mr.  Hooper  and  Mr. 
Adams.  . 

Refolved,  That  the  preftdent  be 
empowered  to  employ  a  private  fe- 
cretary,  to  be  paid  by  the  United 
Colonies. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  there  is  due. 

To  Benedict  Arnold,  on  account  of 
his  expences  in  his  expedition 
againft  Crown-point  and  Ticonde- 
roga,  a  balance  amounting  to  819 
P  2  dollars 
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dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Silas  Deane, 
Efqi  Q  ’ 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Reiol  cd,  That  the  committee  of 
lired  to  fend  General 
Prefix*  i  ;:J  Captain  Chace  unde  a 
guard  to  Philadelphia. 

LGblved,  Tn.t  a  committee  of 
tiiree  be  appointed,  to  confider  a  pro¬ 
per  method  of  paying  a  jull;  tribute  of 
gratitude  to  the  memory  of  General 
IVI  c  i.tgonury. 

T!  e  members  chofen,  Mr.  Li- 
vintrfion,  Doctor  Franklin,  and  Mr. 
IL  oper 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the 
el  ft  on  o  hel  -officers  tor  the  fecond 

Canarian  regiment,  and - 

Haz  n,  Efq;  was  ele£led  colonel, 

Edward  Antil,  Efq;  lieutenant 
colonel. 

Relolved,  That  the  United  Colo¬ 
nies  will  indemnify  Colonel  Hazen 
for  any  lofs  of  half-pay  he  may  fuf- 
tain  in  conftquence  of  his  entering  in¬ 
to  their  fervice. 

Refolved,  That  the  appointment 
of  majors,  captains,  and  fnbaltern 
and  fiafF- officers  in  the  fecond  Cana¬ 
dian  regiment,  be  left  to  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  in  Canada,  with  the 
advice  of  the  general  officers  in  that 
country,  and  of  Colonel  Hazen,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Colonel  Antil,  and  Mr. 
Price. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  corfi- 
deration  of  Coldnel  Bull’s  application, 
for  leave  to  refien  his  comrmffion. 
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Refolved,  That  leave  be  granted 
him. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to 
the  election  of  a  colonel  for  the  firft 
Penn fyl vania  battalion,  in  the  room 
of  Colonel  Bull,  and  John  Philip  de 
.H  aas  was  cledted. 

A  memorial  from  Captain  Duncan 
Campbell,  a  prifoner,  being  pre- 
fented  to  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  of 
fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  empowered 
to  take  his  parole,  and  that  he  have 
leave  to  re  fide  at  Ran  caller. 
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Application  being  made  in  behalf 
of  Lieutenant  M’Donnald,  for  leave 
to  come  to  Philadelphia,  and  remain 
there  five  days,  in  order  to  tranfad 
lome  neceflary  bufinefs. 

Relolved,  That  leave  be  granted. 
Adjnu  ned  to  ten  o’clock  to  morrow. 

Tuefday,  ‘January  23,  1 776. 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler, 
of  the  14th  of  January,  enclofing  a 
letter  from  General  Arnold,  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecretary  draw 
up  a  narrative  of  the  repulfe  our 
troops  met  with,  and  of  the  lois  fuf- 
tained  in  their  unluccefsful  attempt 
on  Quebec,  and  lay  the  fame  before 
Congrels. 

Relolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Living- 
don,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

Refolved,  That  the  articles  of  war 
be  tranfiated  into  French,  and  500 
copies Lent  to  Canada. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported* 
that  there  is  due. 

To  Adam  Ekel,  for  waggonage 
from  Lancafter  to  Cambridge  with 
Captain  Smith’s  company  of  rifle¬ 
men,  a  balance  of  43.3  dollars. 

To  Deborah  Siddens,  for  provifions 
for  Captain  Rofs's  company,  the 
fum  of  15.3  dollars. 

To  John  Jervis,  for  ferriage,  horfe- 
hire.  See .  the  film  of  12  dollars. 

To  the  committee  of  Romboiet  Pre- 
cinfl,  in  Duchefs  county,  in  the 
colony  of  Ncw-York,  the  fum  of 
1 29.4  dollars. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  waggonage, 
the  fum  of  67  dollars. 

To  Timothy  Matlaek,  for  cafn  by 
him  paid  to  Archibald  Dick,  the 
expenccs  of  a  guard  over  a  powder 
waggon ,  16.4  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  laid  accounts 
be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  considera¬ 
tion  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
Indian  affairs,  which,  after  debate, 
was  recommitted,  Ke- 
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Eefolvcd,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurejrs  in  favour  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  fafety  of  Three  Lower 
Counties  on  Delaware,  for  the  fum 
of  ^ooo  dollars,  for  the  vile  or  the 
battalion  ordered  to  be  railed,  in  that  - 
Colony  ;  the  faid  committee  to  be 
accountable  for  the  expenditure. 
Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  to-morrow. 
Wednefday ,  January  24,  1776. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of 
Trenton,  of  January  the  23d,  was 
read. 

The  fecretary  laid  before  Congrefs 
an  account  of  the  repulfe  our  troops 
met  with  in  their  attempt  oil  Que¬ 
bec,  fire  31ft  of  December,  which 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  pub- 
liffied. 

Refolved,  That  fuch  of  the  iO.- 
diers,  ordered  to  Canada,  as  aie 
married,  and  are  deiirous  o*  having 
fart  of  their  pay  given  to  their 
wives,  be  indulged  ;  and  tuat  the 
ox*  pay  mailer  be  directed, 
in  future  payments  of  iuch  loldiers, 
to  deduct  fuch  part  of  their  monthly 
pay. 

v  Refolved,  That  the  prefiaent  be 
directed  to  inform  General  Schuy¬ 
ler,  that  the  return  of  cannon  men¬ 
tioned  in  his  letter  of  December  21ft, 
is  miflaid,  and  therefore  he  is  defired 
to  make  a  return  as  loon  as  poffible 
of  all  the  cannon  and  artillery  at 
Crown-point  and  Ticonderoga,  ex- 
clufive  of  thofe  taken  by  Colonel 
Knox  for  General  Wafnington. 

Refolved,  That  Mr  Bankfon  be 
appointed  a  fir  ft  lieutenant,  in  tne 
room  of  Mr.  Morgan,  who  is  in  the 
country. 

Information  being  given  to  Con¬ 
grefs,  that  fome  loldiers  in  the  frit 
Pennfylvania  battalion  now  under  or¬ 
ders  to  march  to  Canada,  are  not 
fupplied  with  arfns : 

Refolved,  That  the  commanding 
officer  of  faid  battalion  be  directed 
to  make  a  return  of  the  arms  ol  faid 
battalion,  and  how  many  are  want- 
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1  ngv  to  the  prefidentofthe  committee 
of  infpe&ion  and  obfervation  for  the 
city  ana  liberties  of  Philadelphia. 

That  the  faid  committee  be  defired 
to  ufe  their  utmoft  influence  to  pro¬ 
vide  good  arms  for  fuch  of  faid  bat¬ 
talion  as  may  want  them. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
feven  be  appointed,  to  confider  the 
propriety  of  eftablifhing  a  war-office, 
and  the  powers  with  which  the  laid 
office  fiiould  be  veiled. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch, 
Mr. Franklin,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  Mr. 
Harrifon,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  S.  Adams 
and  Mr.  Morris. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  letter  to  the  inhabitants  of  Ca¬ 
nada  reported  a  draft,  which  being 
read,  and  confldered,  was  approved. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  immediately 
tranflated  and  printed. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  Car¬ 
penter  Wharton  lor  the  fum  ol  1000 
dollars,  to  enable .  him -to  lupply  the 
fir  ft  Pennfylvania  battalion  with  pro¬ 
visions  on  their  march  to  Albany; ;  he 
to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
five  be  appointed,  to  prepare  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
Colonies. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dick- 
infon,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Hooper, 
Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  Alexander. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  ol'  Colo¬ 
nel  Hazen,  for  the  fum  of  533  dodars 
and  one-third  ;  he  to  to  be  account¬ 
able. 

That  a  like  order  be  drawn  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Colonel  Antil,  forthe  fum  of 
200  dollars. 

That  the  fum  of  2666  dollars  and  • 
two  thirds  in  fpecie  be  advanced  to 
Colonel  Hazen,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
battalion  to  be  by  him  railed  in  Ca¬ 
nada  ;  he  to  be  acco  m table. 
Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 
crhurjday>  January  25,  ljj-6. 
Sundry  letters,  viz.  one  from  the 

com- 


committee  of  Trenton,  dated  the 
23d  oi  January,  one  from  ibetfon 
flamer,  and  from  Dodtor  Richard 
Huddiefton,  of  the  fame  date,  and 
one  from  the  committee  of  Lancafter, 
of  the  2 2d  of  January,  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  of  cor- 
refpondence. 

A  letter  from  Colonel  Maxwell, 
refpc&ing  the  unprepared  date  of  his 
battalion,  being  read, 

Reloived,  1  hat  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  trealurers,  in  favour  of  the 
committee  of  Trenton,  for  the  fum 
of  4000  dollars,  to  purchafe  arms 
for  Colonel  Maxwell’s  battalion  •  the 
faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  1  hat  the  prefidcnt  write 
to  the  faid  committee,  and  to  Mr. 
Lowry,  dimulating  them  to  furnifh 
Colonel's  Maxwell's  battalion  with 
the  articles  neceffary  for  their  march; 
and  that  the  prefident  write  to  Colo¬ 
nel  Maxwell,  and  diredt  him  to  fend 
forward  to  Albany  the  drd  company 
that  can  be  got  ready,  and  that  he 
caule  the  other  companies  to  march 
with  like  expedition,  one  at  a  time, 
as  fad  as  they  can  be  got  ready. 

Reeved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed,  to  take  the  exa¬ 
mination  of  Brigadier-General  Pref- 
cot  and  Captain  Chace,  who  are  ar¬ 
rived  in  Philadelphia,  and  report  to 
Congrefs. 

Tn;  members  chofen,  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Ward  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

The  committee  appointed  to  con- 
fider  of  a  proper  method  of  paying  a 
jud  tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  memo¬ 
ry  of  General  Montgomery,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  w*s  agreed  to 
as  follows  : 

It  being  not  only  a  tribute  of  gra¬ 
titude  judly  due  to  the  memory  of 
thole,  who  h  ve  peculiarly  diflin- 
guilhod  themlhives  in  tue  glorious 
caufe  of  liberty,  to  perpetuate  them 
names,  by  the  mod  durable  monu¬ 
ments  ere&ed  to  their  honour,  but 
alfo  greatly  conducive  to  inipire  poi- 
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terity  with  an  emulation  of  their  il- 
ludrious  a&ions  : 

Refolved,  That,  to  exprefs  the 
veneration  of  the  United  Colonies 
for  their  late  general,  Richard  Mont¬ 
gomery,  and  the  deep  lenle  they  en¬ 
tertain  of  the  many  lignal  and  impor¬ 
tant  fervices  of  that  gallant  officer, 
who,  after  a  feries  of  fucceffes,  amidd 
the  mod  dilcouraging  difficulties,  fell 
at  length  in  a  gallant  attack  upon 
Quebec,  the  capital  of  Canada,  and 
for  tranfmitting  to  future  ages,  as 
examples  truly  worthy  of  imitation, 
his  patriotifm,  condudt,  boldnefs  of 
enterprize,  infuperable  perfeverance, 
and  contempt  of  danger  and  death, 
a  monument  be  procured  from  Paris, 
or  any  other  part  of  France,  with  an 
infeription  facred  to  his  memory, 
and  expreffive  of  his  amiable  charac¬ 
ter  and  heroic  achievements.  And 
that  the  continental  treafurers  be  di¬ 
rected  to  advance  a  fum  not  exceed- 
ing  j£3°°  derling  to  Doftor  Benja¬ 
min  franklin,  (who  is  defired  to  fee 
this  refolution  properly  executed)  for 
defraying  the  expence  thereof. 

That  Dodtor  Smith  be  defired  to 
prepare  and  deliver  a  funeral  oration 
in  honour  of  General  Montgomery, 
and  of  thofe  officers  and  loldiers, 
who  fo  magnanimoufly  fought  and 
fell  with  him  in  maintaining  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  American  liberty. 

Refolved,  That  the  dire&ion  of 
the  fleet  fitted  out  by  order  of  Con¬ 
grefs,  be  -left  to  the  naval  commit¬ 
tee. 

A  letter  from  General  Wafhington, 
dared  the  14th  of  January,  being  re¬ 
ceived,  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  of  correfpondence. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  James  Meafe 
be  appointed  a  commiflary  to  fupply 
the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in 
Pennfylvania  with  the  articles  al¬ 
lowed  by  Congrefs,  and  that  he  be 
allowed  lor  his  trouble  one  and  one- 
fourth  per  cent,  in  full  of  all  charges 
for  the  money  paffing  through  his 

hands. 
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hands,  and  that  he  give  fecurity  for 
the  juft  and  faithful  expenditure  of 
the  fame. 

That  Mr.  Lynch  and  Mr.  Allen 
take  the  fecurity. 

Refoived,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the .  treafurers,  in  favour  of  the 
delegates  of  North-Carolina,  for  the 
fum  of  10,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in 
that  Colony. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take 
the  examination  of  General  Prelcot 
and  Captain  Chace,  made  report  of 
their  proceedings.  .  . 

Refoived,  That  the  faid  committee 
be  directed  to  make  farther  enquiry 
into  the  chara&er  and  conduft  of  Ge¬ 
neral  Prefcot,  and  infpeft  the  letters 
of  General  Schuyler  and  General 
Montgomery  concerning  him. 

Relolved,  That  Colonel  Rober- 
deau  be  requefted  to  relieve  the  guard 
from  Trenton,  who  have  charge  of 
General  Prefcot  and  Captain  Chace, 
with  a  trufty  guard  from  his  batta¬ 
lion. 

Refoived,  That  the  fortification 
at  Crown  Point  be.  not  repaired  ;  and 
that  the  fortrefs  at  Ticonderoga  be 
repaired  and  made  defenlible  ;  and 
that  General  Schuyler  be  defired  to 
make  return  to  Congrefs  as  loon  as 
may  be  cf  the  fize  and  number  of 
cannon,  that  will  be  necelfary  to 
fortify  that  place. 

Adjourned  to  i  o  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday ,  January  26,  1776. 

A  letter  from  General  Lee,  dated 
the  22d  of  January,  enclofing  a  let¬ 
ter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of 
New- York,  was  received  and  read. 

Refoived,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  repair  to  New- 
York,  to  confult  and  advife  with  the 
council  of  fafety  of  that  Colony,  and 
with  General  Lee,  ’refpetting  the  im¬ 
mediate  defence  of  the  city  of  New- 
York  ;  and  that  General  Lee  be  di¬ 
rected  to  follow  the  determination  of 
the  faid  committee  thereupon. 

That  it  be  an  inftruttion  to  the 
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faid  committee,  in  cafe  the  city  can¬ 
not  be  defended,  that  they  earneftly 
recommend  it  to  the  inhabitants  im¬ 
mediately  to  remove  their  moft  valu¬ 
able  effedts  to  a  place  of  fafety. 

That  the  faid  committee  be  farther 
inftru&ed  to  confult  with  General 
Lee  and  the  committee  of  fafety  of 
New-York  about  the  fortifications 
on  Hudfon’s  river,  and  about  forti¬ 
fying  the  pafs  at  Hell-gate. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Har- 
rifon,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  Allen. 

Refoived,  That  a  committee  of 
thrqe  be  appointed,  to  confider  what 
allowance  ought  to  be  made  for  pay¬ 
ing  the  troops  in  New-Jerfey  and 
Pennfylvania. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr.  Allen. 

Refoived,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  the 
comm iffi oners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the 
Middle  Department,  for  the  fum  of 
1000  dollars  ;  the  faid  commiffioners 
to  be  accountable. 

c  A  petition  from  fundry  perfons, 
refpedting  the  inlifting  apprentices, 
was  prefented,  and  read. 

A  letter  from  Pittfburg,  dated  the 
15th  of  January,  with  enclofed  pa¬ 
pers,  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday ,  January  27,  1776. 

A  letter  from  General  W  afhing- 
ton,  dated  the  19th  of  January,  one 
from  the  committee  at  Trenton,  dated 
the  24th,  one  from  Lord  Stirling, 
dated  the  25th,  and  one  from  T. 
Lowry,  dated  the  24th  of  the  fame 
month,  were  read. 

Refoived,  That  the  fame  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr,  Sherman, 
Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  there  is  due, 

To  Colonel  C.  Wynkoop,  for  ex¬ 
pen  ces  in  bringing  a  party  of  pri¬ 
soners  from  St.  John’s,  the  ium  of 
765.7  dollars,  of  which  86.2  dol¬ 
lars  ought  to  be  charged  to  the 
officers  of  the*  faid  party  of  prlfon- 
ers-i 
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■  Ordered.  That  the  fame  be  paid; 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  of 
infpedtion  oi  Eiopus  or  Kingfton,  he 
directed  to  iupply  the  prifoners  there 
with  neceffary  cloathing,  and  alfo  to 
provide  them  with  lodging  and  pro- 
vifions,  not  exceeding  the  rations  al¬ 
lowed  to  privates  in  the  continental 
army,  on  the  moll  reafonable  terms 
they  can. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
five  be  appointed,  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  report  of  the  commif- 
fioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  Mid¬ 
dle  Department,  and  the  date  of  the 
Indians  in  faid  department. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Duane, 
and  Mr.  Rogers. 

Refolved,  That  a  commiffion  be 
iffued  to  Cayafhota,  giving  him  a 
rank  of  a  colonel,  and  that  a  diver 
gorget  be  prefented  to  him. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confider- 
ation  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  cafe  of  Mr.  Juge. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Juge  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  export  the  manufactures  or 
produce  of  the  colony  of  Maryland 
(horned  cattle,  hogs,  lhcep  and  poul¬ 
try  excepted)  to  any  port  or  place 
whatfoever  (except  to  Great  Britain, 
Ireland,  Britifh  ides,  the  Britilh 
Wed-Indies,  and  except  for  the  fup- 
ply  of  the  Britilh  army  or  navy  in 
America)  to  the  amount  of  the  can¬ 
vas  imported  By  him  into  the  faid 
Colony  ;  the  faid  value  to  be  ascer¬ 
tained  by  the  committee  of  infpedion 
and  obfervation  for  the  county  of 
Baltimore. 

Refolved,  neverthelefs.  That  the 
indulgence  in  this  indance  outfit  not 
to  be  drawn  into  example,  the  lame 
being  granted  to  Mr.  juge  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  peculiar  circumilances  of 
his  cafe  ;  and  that  the  faid  Mr.  juge 
be  enjoined  by  the  aro.reiaid  co  mini  ti¬ 
the  of  Baltimore,  to  avoid,  if  podi- 
ble,  all  Britilh  {hips  of  war  and  arm¬ 
ed  cutters  on  his  voyage. 

A  memorial  from  Henry  Keppele 
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and  John  Stelnmetz  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs,  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  refer** 
red  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr,  Ward, 
Mr.  Alexander,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

Refolved,  I  hat  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed,  to  take  into  con- 
fi deration  the  matter  of  inliding  ap¬ 
prentices  and  perf'ons  in  debt. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paine, 
Mr.  MfKean  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  treaty 
held  with  the  Indians  at  Albany,  and 
the  letter  from  V.  P.  Douw,  Efq. 
were  referred,  brought  in  their  re¬ 
port  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  I  hat  in  order  to  preferve 
the  confidence  and  friendship  ofthe 
Indians,  and  to  prevent  their  buffer¬ 
ing  for  want  of  the  neceffaries  of 
life,  a  fuitable  affortment  of  Indian 
goods,  to  the  amount  of  ,£40,000 
fferling,  be  imported  on  account  and 
rifk  of  the  United  Colonies. 

I  hat  the  laid  goods,  when  im¬ 
ported,  be  divided  among  the  diffe¬ 
rent  departments  in  the  following 
proportions,  viz.  for  the  Northern 
Department, comprehending  Canada, 
£[3>3 33  6s  8d  ileriing;  for  the 
Middle  Department  the  like  value, 
and  the  refid ue  for  the  Southern  De¬ 
partment. 

That  in  order  to  pay  for  the  faid 
goods,  a  quantity  of  produce  of  thefe 
Colonies  be  exported  to  fome  foreign 
European  market,  where  it  will  fell 
to  the  bcfl  advantage. 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  em¬ 
powered  to  contract  with  proper  per- 
ions  for  importing  faid  goods,  and 
for  exporting  produce  to  pay  for  the 
fame. 

That  the  faid  goods,  when  import¬ 
ed,  be  delivered  to  the  commiflioners 
of  Indian  affairs,  for  the  reipeblive 
departments,  or  their  order,  in  the 
propoi  tions  before  mentioned. 

That  the  relpedtive  commiflioners, 
or  f u c : \  of  them  as  can  conveniently 
aftembie  for  that  purpofe,  fhall,  as 

the 
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the  goods  arrive,  fix  a  place,  adding 
to  the  fir  ft  coft  intereft,  the  charge  of 
infurance,  and  all  other  charges,  and 
alio  a  com  million  not  exceeding  two 
and  an  half  per  cent,  on  the  fir  ft  cod, 
for  their  own  care  and  trouble  in  re¬ 
ceiving,  ftoring  and  felling  them  to 
the  Indian  traders;  but  fuch  com- 
miffioners  as  are  at  the  fame  time 
members  of  Congrefs,  fhall  not  be 
burthened  with  this  part  of  the  bufi- 
nefs,  nor  receive  any  part  of  the 
aforefaid  commifiion. 

That  no  perion  fhall  be  permitted 
to  trade  with  the  Indians  without 
licence  from  one  or  more  of  the  com- 
miffioners  of  each  refpedlive  depart¬ 
ment. 

That  all  traders  fhall  difpofe  of 
their  goods  at  fuch  dated  reafonable 
prices,  as  fhall  be  fixed  and  afcer- 
tained  by  the  commiffioners,  or  a 
majority  of  fuch  as  can  conveniently 
affemble  for  that  purpofe  in  each  re- 
fpedlive  department,  and  fhall  allow 
the  Indians  a  reafonable  price  for 
their  fkins  and  furrs,  and  take  no 
unjud  advantage  of  their  didrefs  and 
intemperance  ;  and  to  this  end  they 
fhall  refpedtively,  upon  receiving  their 
licences,  enter  into  bond  to  the  com¬ 
miffioners,  for  the  uie  of  the  United 
Colonies,  in  fuch  penalty,  as  the 
adding  commiffioners  or  commiffioner 
fhall  think  proper,  conditioned  for 
the  performance  of  the  terms  and  re¬ 
gulations  above  prefcribed. 

That  to  fuch  licenfea  traders  only 
the  refpedtive  commiffioners  ffiiall  de¬ 
liver  the  goods,  fo  to  be  imported, 
in  fuch  proportions  as  they  fhall 
judge  will  bed  promote  a  fair  trade, 
and  relieve  the  neceffities  of  the  In¬ 
dians. 

That  every  trader,  on  receiving 
the  goods,  fhall  pay  to  the  commil- 
fioners  in  hand  the  price  at  which 
they  fhall  be  edimated ;  and  the 
commiffioners  fhall,  from  time  to 
time,  as  the  money  fhall  come  to 
their  hands,  tranfmit  the  fame  to  the 
continental  treafurers,  deducing  on¬ 


ly  the  allowance  for  their  trouble  as 
aforefaid. 

That  the  trade  with  the  Indian 
nations  fhall  be  carried  on  at  fuch 
pods  and  places  only  as  the  commif¬ 
fioners  for  each  department  fhall  re- 
fpeddively  appoint. 

That  thefe  refolutlons  fhall  not  be 
condrued  to  prevent  or  debar  any 
private  perfon  from  importing  goods 
for  the  Indian  trade,  under  the  re- 
dridions  expreffied  in  the  affiociation* 
Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday ,  yanuary  29,  l']'] 6. 

A  letter  from  Governor  Trumbull, 
dated  January  the  20th,  being  re¬ 
ceived,  was  read. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  Mr. 
James  Meafe,  commiffiary,  for  the 
ium  of  5000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in 
Pennfylvania. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  re¬ 
ferred  the  letter  from  General  Wafh- 
ington,  dated  the  19th  indant,  with 
the  papers  therein  mentioned,  and 
the  letter  from  Lord  Stirling,  dated 
the  24th,  and  the  letter  from  the 
committee  at  Trenton,  dated  the 
day  lad  mentioned,  brought  in  their 
report  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  applications 
made  by  General  Wadiington  to  the 
governmments  of  Nevv-Hampfhire, 
Maffiachuietts-Bay  and  Conne&icut, 
in  fuch  an  exigency,  to  raife  a  regi¬ 
ment  in  each  of  thole  Colonies  for 
the  fervice  of  Canada,  were  prudent, 
confident  with  his  duty,  and  a  farther 
manifedation  of  his  commendable 
zeal  for  the  good  of  his  country ;  that 
the  ready  attention  of  the  faid  go¬ 
vernments  to  thofe  applications,  and 
the  alacrity  with  which  they  under¬ 
took,  and  the  expedition  with  which 
they  proceed  in,  the  bulinefs,  are 
additional  proofs  of  their  meritorious 
attachment  to  the  common  caufe, 
and  may  produce  fignal  public  advan¬ 
tages  ;  and  that  it  be  recommended 
to  the  general  aiTembly  of  Madachu- 
O  ~  fetes-* 
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fetts-Bay,  to  raife  the  like  number  of 
matroiles,  and  in  the  like  manner, 
and  that  both  thefe  and  the  additional 
regiment  there  be  inli lied  on  the  fame 
terms  as  thole  directed  to  be  raifed  for 
this  fervice  in  New-Hampfhire,  Con¬ 
necticut,  Nevv-York  and  Pennfylva- 
nia,  and  for  this  puipofe  that  12,500 
dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates 
of  Maflachufetts-Bay,  and  forwarded 
by  them,  with  blank  military  com- 
miFions  for  the  field-officers,  captains 
and  fubalterns,  figned  by  the  nrefi  • 
dent  to  the  faid  general  affembly. 

That  the  three  regiments  to  be 
raifed  in  New-Hampfhire,  Maflachu- 
fetts-Bay  and  Connecticut,  for  the 
fervice  in  Canada,  be  exclufive  of  the 
thirteen  intended  to  reinforce  the 
army  at  Cambridge. 

That  the  lots  of  and  damage  to  fuch 
fire-arms  belonging  to  the  foldiers  in 
the  fervice  of  the  continent,  as  lhall 
happen  not  through  carelefsnefs  or 
nufbehaviour,  the  value  being  afcer- 
tained  in  a  proper  manner,  to  be  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  general  afiernblies, 
conventions  or  councils  or  commit¬ 
tees  of  fafety  of  the  United  Colonies 
respectively,  be  made  good  to  the 
owners  ;  and  that  their  arms,  after 
their  time  of  fervice  expired,  be  not 
detained  from  them. 

That  the  alert  nefs,  aClivity  and 
good  conduCt  of  Lord  Sterling,  and 
the  forwardnefs  and  fpirit  of  the  gen¬ 
tlemen,  and  others,  from  Flizabeth- 
Tovvn,  who  voluntarily  alibied  him 
in  taking  the  fhip  Blue  Mountain 
Valley  werejaudable  and  exemplary  ; 
and  that  his  lordfhip  be  direCted  to 
fecure  the  capture  until  ihc  further 
order  of  the  CongrcL,  and  that  in 
the  mean  time  he  cauie  fuch  oart  of 
the  loading,  as  would  otherwife  pe- 
rifh,  to  be  difpofed  of  by  fale. 

The  committee  denied  leave  to  fit 
agaih,  vvjiich  was  granted. 

A  petition  from  DoCtor  Wheelock, 
bping  laid  before  Congrcls,  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on 


Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  depart* 
ment. 

i  he  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  there  is  due,  v 

I  o  Hugh  M'Clenahan,  an  exprefs 

from  Pittfburg,  for  expences.  Sec, 

the  furn  of  46.2  dollars. 

Ordered,  r]  hat  the  fame  be  paid. 

Relolved,  rl  hat  General  Prefcot  be 
committed  to,  and  kept  in  clofe  con¬ 
finement  in,  the  goal  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  till  further  orders  of  Congrefs. 

That  Captain  Chace  be  remanded 
to  Trenton,  and  permitted  to  refide 
with  the  other  officers  on  his  parole. 

A  memorial  and  propofal  of  Capt. 
John  Nelfon,  refpeCimg  a  company 
of  r;fle-men,  was  prelented  to  Con¬ 
grefs,  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed,  to  confer  with 
Captain  Nelfon. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Mor¬ 
ton,  Mr.  Wither  and  Mr.  Sherman. 
Adjourned  to  to  o’clock  to-morrow* 
7 uejday ,  'January  30,  1776. 

Refolved,  That  DoCtor  Cadwallder 
and  DoCtor  Shippen,  jun.  be  defired 
to  infpeCt  the  room  of  the  goal  where 
General  Prefcot  is  confined,  and  en¬ 
quire  into  the  ftate  of  his  health,  and 
report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  con¬ 
fer  with  Captain  Nelfon,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration,  and  thereupon 

Refolved,  That  Captain  Nelfon’s 
company  of  rifle-men,  now  raifed, 
conhfling  of  one  captain,  three  lieu¬ 
tenants,  four  furgeons,  four  corporals, 
and  feventy  privates,  be  inlifted  for 
the  fervice  of  Canada,  on  the  fame 
terms  as  the  other  troops  ordered  for 
that  fervice,  and  that  they  march  to 
Canada,  and  join  a  regiment  there  as 
foon  as  poffible  ;  that  they  be  allowed 
one  quarter  of  a  dollar  per  day,  for 
their  fubfiltence  on  their  march  to 
Albany. 

That  fix  dollars  and  two-thirds  of 
a  dollar  bounty  be  paid  to  each  non- 

com- 
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'onimlflioned  officer  and  foldier,  who 
Is  furniffied  with  fufficient  arms,  ac¬ 
coutrements  and  cloathing  for  the 
fervice,  upon  their  entering  into  the 
fervice  of  the  Colonies,  and.  one 
month’s  pay  to  the  commiffioned 
officers. 

That  goo  dollars  be  advanced  to 
faid  Captain  Nelfon  for  that  purpofe, 
and  for  the  fubfiftence  of  faid  compa¬ 
ny  to  Reading. 

That  the  fum  of  700  dollars  be 
fent  to  the  committee  of  inflection  at 
Reading;  that  faid  committee  pay 
one  month’s  wages  to  the  non-com- 
miffioned  officers  and  foldiers  upon 
their  arrival  there,  and  deliver  the 
refidue  of  faid  fum  to  Capt.  Nelfon, 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  faid  company 
in  their  march  from  thence  to  Albany  ; 
he  to  account  for  what  money  he  re¬ 
ceives  with  Genera]  Schuyler. 

The  officers  of  faid  company  are, 
John  Nelfon,  captain  ;  Mofes  Dicker, 
firft  lieutenant ;  Adam  Ott,  fecond 
ditto  ;  Ifaac  Newkirk,  third  ditto. 

The  committee  to  whom  General 
Wafhington’s  letter,  of  the  14th  of 
January,  was  referred,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration,  and  thereupon 

Refolved,  That  all  the  tent-cloth, 
which  can  be  procured  in  Philadelphia 
and  New-York,  be  purchafed  for  the 
Congrefs,  and  that  the  quantity  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  enfuing  campaign  in 
the  army  before  Bolton,  be  forwarded 
thither,  if  fo  much  is  to  be  had. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  fe- 
veral  affemblies  in  New-England,  to 
affift  the  general  in  procuring  arms  ; 
and  that  the  thanks  of  the  Congrefs 
be  given  to  fuch  01  them  as  have  al¬ 
ready  done  fo. 

That  Mr.  James  Meafe,  in  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  and  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Alfop 
and  Mr.  L.  Morris,  in  New-York, 
be  directed  to  carry  the  former  refo- 
lution  into  execution. 

The  committee  on  the  enliftment 
©f  apprentices*  &c.  brought  in  their 
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report,  and  the  fame  being-  taken 
into  confideration, 

Refolved,  That  no  apprentice 
whatfoever  be  enlifled  within  the  co* 
lonies  of  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania* 
the  counties  on  Delaware  or  Mary¬ 
land,  as  a  foldier  in  the  army  or  na¬ 
vy  of  the  United  Colonies,  without 
the  con  fent  of  his  mailer  or  miftrefs 
hill  obtained  in  writing,  and  that  all 
apprentices  now  enlifled  as  foldiers  in. 
the  faid  army  or  navy,  without  fuch 
con  fent,  be  immediately  difcharged 
from  the  fervice,  on  the  application 
of  their  mailer  or  miflreffes,  upoq 
payment  of  all  jufl  and  realonable 
charges  of  their  enliilmerit. 

Tnat  it  be  recommended  to  all 
creditors,  whofe  demands  againfl  any 
perfon  who  is  enlilled,  or  fhall  enlift, 
in  the  continental  fervice,  fhall  not 
amount  to  the  value  of  35  dollars,  not 
to  aired  any  fuch  debtor  till  the  exr 
piration  of  the  time  for  which  he  is 
enlilled. 

That  every  perfon  under  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  enlilling  nimfelf 
in  the  army  or  navy  aforefaid,  may, 
within  24  hours  alter  fuch  enlidment, 
obtain  his  difcharge,  by  refunding 
the  money  received  from  the  recruit¬ 
ing  officer,  and  returning  fuch  ne- 
ceifaries  as  may  have  been  fupplied 
him  by  the  officer,  or  the  value  there¬ 
of  in  money. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treasurers  for  the  fum  of  1000 
dollars,  to  difcharge  a  draught  of  the 
pay  mailer-general,  for  fo  much  ae- 
pofited  with  him,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
five  be  appointed,  to  take  into  con¬ 
fideration  an  application  from  the 
committee  of  fafety  for  New-York. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Lee  and 
Mr.  Rodney. 

Refolved,  That  the  naval  commit¬ 
tee  be  impowered  to  draw  on  the 
treafurers  for  a  fum  not  exceeding 
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30,000  dollars,  in  order  to  difcharge 
fundry  debts  by  them  contracted. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Morris  be  ad¬ 
ded  to  the  committee  of  fecret  cor- 
refpondence. 

Adjourned  to  ic  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednefday i  January  3  1 ,  1 776. 

Sundry  letters,  viz.  one  from  Lord 
Sterling,  dated  the  27th  of  January, 
one  from  the  committee  of  Trenton, 
of  the  30th,  one  from  Colonel  St. 
Clair,  of  the  27th,  and  one  from 
Colonel  Maxwell,  of  the  31k  of  the 
fame  month,  were  laid  before  Con- 
grels  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
two  be  appointed,  to  confer  with 
Colonel  Maxwell  refpecting  the  Hate 
of  his  regiment,  and  report  the 
means  of  facilitating  and  haftening 
his  march. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Living- 
fion  and  Mr.  Wilfon, 

A  report  from  DoCtor  Cadwallader 
and  Doctor  Shippen,  refpefting  the 
room  where  General  Prefcot  is  con¬ 
fined,  ana  the  Hate  of  the  generaPs 
health,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and 
read. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confider- 
at:on  tne  letter  from  Col.  St.  Clair, 
jv.peCting  the  enlifiment  of  fome  of 
Lie  priiO-  rs  at  Lancafter, 

Refolved  'That  the  prifoners,  who 
hav  e  oj-  :  on'ified  nto  tne  continental 
arm  ■  <ii  Charged,  and  that  no 
more  he  en liked, 

C  ■'-red,  That  a  copy  of  the  fore¬ 
go.  n  ,  1  olve  be  lent  10  the  commit¬ 
tee  l,ancafter. 

Tuc  committee  to  whom  fundry 
letters  were  referred,  on  the  27th 
infiant,  brought  in  a  farther  report; 
whereupon 

Refulvi  d.  That  Mr.  Barbaric, 
owner  of  tne  (loop  and  cargo  laid  to 
have  been  taken  by  the  enemy,  and 
retaken  by  one  of  the  continental 
vcffcls  of  war,  ought  to  make  and 
profecute  his  claim  to  the  fame  before 
the  court  appointed,  or  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed,  by  the  government  of  the 
1  ,  ,  ,  »  /. 


Colony  to  which  the  faid  floop  and 
cargo  were  carried,  to  hear  and  de¬ 
terminate  caufes  civil  and  maritime, 
where  a  procefs  ought  to  be  inilituted, 
to  confirm  the  recapture,  and  adjufi 
the  falvage. 

The  committee  appointed  to  con¬ 
fer  with  Colonel  Maxwell,  brought 
in  their  report ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Low¬ 
ry,  commifTaiy  for  the  battalions  in 
New-Jcrfey,  be  directed  to  procure 
all  neceflaries,  except  arms,  for  Col. 
Maxwell’s  regiment  immediately,  and 
that  the  cofi  of  the  cloathing  and  o- 
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ther  articles  abfolutely  effential,  which 
the  non-com  million  ed  ofiicers  and  pri¬ 
vates  are  to  pay  for,  be  by  the  faid 
commiffary  procured  forthwith,  the 
cofi  thereof  to  be  deduced  out  of  the 
pay  of  the  faid  non-commifiioned  of¬ 
ficers  and  foldiers ;  and  that  the  con¬ 
vention  or  committee  of  fafety  of 
New-Jerfey  get  the  arms  already  or¬ 
dered  with  all  pofiible  expedition, 
and  afford  Mr.  Lowry  all  afii fiance  ill 
the  execution  of  the  above. 

That  the  company  in  the  faid  re¬ 
giment,  which  is  neareft  being  fur- 
nifhed,  be  fupplied  by  any  arms  and 
neceffaries  in  the  faid  battalion,  and 
marched  for  Canada,  and  that  the 
other  companies  be  furnilhed,  and 
marched  as  foon  as  pofiible. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confi- 
deration  the  1  tter  from  Lord  Stirling, 

Reiolved,  That  the  private  adven¬ 
tures  of  the  captain  and  mates  of  the 
tranfport  Blue  Mountain  Valley  be 
delivered  to  them,  and  that'  they  be 
permitted  to  return  to  England. 

The  delegates  for  Maffachufetts- 
Bay  laid  before  Congrefs  an  account 
of  their  appointment,  by  which  it 
appears,  that 

1  he  Honourable  John  Hancock, 
Efq;  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  John 
Adams,  Efq;  Robert  Treat  Paine, 
Efq;  Eldiidge  Geary,  Efq;  are  elec¬ 
ted  to  reprefent  the  faid  Colony  in 
Congrefs  for  the  year  1776. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

.  *  4  tfburfdayt 
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Tbur/Jay ,  February  i,  3776.  direded  to  quarter  his  battalion  In  and 
Refolved,  That  an  order  bo  drawn  near  Cheiler,  until  tne  laithe*  or  ers 
on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of  the  de-  of  Congrefs,  or  of  a  committee  of 
legates  of  Virginia,  for  the  fum  of  Congrefs,  for  chat  purpofe  appointed, 
333!  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  Mr.  J.  Ordered,  That  the  feerptary  Jell- 
Walker,  one  of  the  com  million  ers  ver  Mr.  J.  Mea.e  a  cop^  pi  Colonel 
for  Indian  affairs  in  the  fouthern  de-  Wayne’s  letter,  fo  far  as  relpcbb  the 
partment,  the  faid  delegates  to  be  fupplying  his  battalion  with  neceiTa- 

accountablo.  ries. 

That  n  member  be  added  The  committee  to  whom  the  me- 
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to  the  committee  on  the  Hate  of  the 
treafury,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Cufh- 
ing. 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Refolved,  That  General  Prefect  be 
allowed  the  attendance  of  his  fervant, 
and  of  a  phyfician,  in  cafe  his  health 
require  it. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  of 
fafety  for  Pennfylvania  be  defired  to 
take  the  parole  of  fuch  officers  who 
are  prifoners  now  in  Philadelphia, 
and  order  them  to  their  refpedtive 
places  of  refidence. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confidera- 
tion  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
eftablilhing  polls  and  expreffes,  and 
after  debate, 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confi- 

morial  of  M.  Afpden  was  referred, 
brought  in  their  report,  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Matthias 
Afpden  be  permitted  to  export  in  the 
(loop  Tryal,  configned  to  him  from 
Port  au  Prince,  the  produce  or  ma¬ 
nufactures  of  thefe  Colonies  (horned 
cattle,  fneep,  hogs,  poultry,  and 
lumber  for  making  calks  excepted)  to 
Port  au  Prince,  to  the  amount  of 
eighteen  hundred  pounds,  Pennfylva¬ 
nia  currency. 

That  the  above  permillion  be  not 
drawn  into  precedent,  and  that  Mr. 
Afpden  take  every  poffibie  precaution 
to  avoid  all  Britiffi  men  of  war  and 
cutters  on  the  voyage. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  me¬ 
morial  of  Keppele  and  Steinmatz 

deration  thereof  be  poftponed,  and  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report, 
that  in  the  mean  while  Dr.  Franklin  whereupon 

be  diredted  to  write  to  the  poft-maf-  Refolved,  That  the  memorialifts 
ters,  and  enquire  on  what  terms  ex-  have  no  juft  claim  to  fatisfadlion  or 
preffes  can  be  procured.  /  reparation  for  the  lofs  of  their  fhip 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow,  and  cargo,  feized  by  one  of  the 
Friday,  February  2,  177 6.  King’s  fhips  of  war,  and  detained  by 

Two  letters  from  General  Schuyler  Admiral  Graves  and  General  Howe, 
dated  22d  and  25th  January,  accom-  either  out  of  the  continental  trealury, 
panied  with  an  account  of  his  expe-  or  out  ol  the  value  of  the  cloathing 
dition  to  Tryon  county,  and  enclof-*  lent  hither  to  fupply  the  Britilh  troops 
ing  lundry  difpatches  from  Canada,  at  Bolton,  and  intercepted  and  dif- 
and  other  papers,  being  received,  were  pofed  of  to  the  ufe  of  the  American 
read,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  army. 

Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  MTCean.  Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
A  receipt  of  General  Schuyler  for  three  be  appointed  to  take  an  account 
.£7829  9  o  Pennfylvania  currency,  of  the  prifoners,  the  names  of  the  of- 
equal  to  20878.5  dollars,  fent  him  by  hcers,  and  their  places  of  refidence, 
order  of  the  30th  of  December,  was  and  report  the  fame  to  Congrefs. 
laid  before  Congrefs.  The  members  chofen,  Mr. 

A  letter  fro©  Colonel  Wayne  be-  Kean,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Wif- 
ing  read,  net*. 

”  Refolved,  That  Colonel  Wayne  be  A  memorial  from  the  Rev.  Mr. 

Samfou 


Sam  Ton  Occum  was  read,  and  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  af¬ 
fairs. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Mon- 
day  next, 

Monday,  February  5,  1776. 

Refolved,  That  General  Schuyler 
be  directed  to  have  the  arms  of  fuch 
of  the  troops  inarching  to  Canada,  as 
pafs  through  Albany,  carefully  exa, 
mined  there,  and  fuch  of  them  as  are 
deficient  and  want  repair  exchanged 
for  the  good  effective  arms  taken  from 
the  Tories,  and  to  order  thofe  ex¬ 
changed  and  left,  to  be  repaired. 

The  committee  to  whom  General 
Schuyler’s  letters  were  referred, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
taken  into  coniideration,  and  there¬ 
upon. 

Refolved,  That  General  Schuyler 
has  proceeded,  in  difarming  fuch  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  county  of  Tryon,  in 
the  colony  of  New- York,  as  were  dif- 
afteded,  and  providing  for  the  future 
tranquility  of  thele  parts,  with  fideli¬ 
ty,  prudence,  and  difpatch,  and  at 
the  lame  time  with  a  proper  temper 
towards  that  deluded  people,  and 
thereby  performed  a  meritorious  fer- 
vice. 

That  the  chearfulnefs  and  ready 
afkkance  of  thofe  who  accompanied 
General  Schuyler  in  his  march  to 
the  county  of  Tryon,  and  their  ufeful 
fervices  in  that  expedition,  dilcovered 
fuch  a  patriotic  Ipirit,  that  it  is  hoped 
none  of  them  will  allow  their  country¬ 
men  to  emertain  a  fu/picion  that  any 
ignoble  motive  actuated  them,  by  re¬ 
quiring  a  pecuniary  revvard,  cfpecially 
when  they  were  employed  in  lupprcf- 
fing  a  mifehiefin  their  own  neigh¬ 
bourhood. 

That  the  refolution  of  Congrefs 
of  the  1 8th  of  laft  month  for  lending 
Ihip-wrights  from  the  cities  of  New- 
York  and  Philadelphia,  to  build  bat- 
tea  us  at  Ticonderoga,  be  fuperfeded, 
and  that  General  Schuyler  be  defired 
to  employ  any  fuch  artificers,  as 


he  fir  all  think  proper,  in  that  bufx- 
nefs. 

That  General  Schuyler  b®  delired 
to  ikiie  warrants  for  compleating  the 
regiment  direded  to  be  railed  in 
Nevv-York  for  the  fervice  of  Canada  ; 
and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
convention  of  that  Colony  to  appoint 
fuch  officers  thereof,  as  General 
Schuyler  hath  nominated. 

That  the  appointments  by  General 
Schuyler  of  Mr.  Hubbard  Brown  to 
be  condudor  of  artillery,  Gyfbert 
Marfeils,  Efq;  to  be  barrack  maker, 
Mr.  Peter  Schuyler  to  take  charge  of 
the  arms,  and  Mr.  Philip  Van  Ran- 
felair,  to  be  ftore- keeper  at  Albany,' 
be  confirmed  ;  and  that  General 
Schuyler  be  defired  to  inform  Con¬ 
grefs  of  the  proper  falaries  to  be  an¬ 
nexed  to  thofe  offices. 

That  General  Schuyler  be  defired 
to  procure  fkilful  perfons  to  affik  Ge¬ 
neral  Wooker  in  exploring  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  and  to  conkrud  the 
armed  boats  to  be  kept  there,  accor¬ 
ding  to  a  former  refolution  of  Con¬ 
grefs. 

That  the  bounty  given  by  General 
Schuyler  lor  encouraging  men  into  the 
Canadian  lervice  be  approved,  in 
coniideration  of  the  fevere  climate  and 
inclement  feafon. 

That  by  the  refolution  of  Congrefs 
of  the  8th  of  laid  month,  refpeding 
the  provifion  and  kores  to  be  lent  to 
Fort  George,  it  was  intended  as  Ge¬ 
neral  Schuyler  tinderkood  it,  that  he 
fhjuld  be  iupplied  with  fuch  of  thofe 
articles  as  he  fhould  require. 

That  General  Schuyler  be  defired 
to  employ  fuch  batteau-men  as  are 
in  or  near  Albany,  inftead  of  thofe 
it  was  recommended  to  the  convention 
of  New- York  to  procure,  upon  the 
belt  terms  he  can,  and  to  acquaint 
Congrefs  for  what  wages  they  will 
ferve. 

That  Captain — —  ~ — —  Wyncop 
be  employed  under  Commodore 
Douglafs  in  the  naval  department. 

<pr« 
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Ordered,  That  General  Schuyler’s 
narrative  of  his  march  into  Try  on 
county  be  publilhed  in  the  news¬ 
papers. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  me¬ 
morial  of  Samfon  Occum,  one  of  the 
Mohegan  Indians,  in  Connecticut, 
was  referred,  brought  in  their  report, 
whereupon 

Refolved,  That  a  friendly  com¬ 
merce  between  the  people  of  the 
United  Colonies  and  the  Indians,  and 
the  propagation  of  the  gofpel,  and 
the  cultivation  of  the  civil  arts  among 
the  latter,  may  produce  many  and 
inefiimable  advantages  to  both  ;  and 
that  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  af¬ 
fairs  be  defired  to  confider  of  proper 
places  in  their  refpettive  departments 
for  the  refidence  of  minifters  and 
fchcol-mailers,  and  report  the  fame 
to  Congrefs. 

That  the  commiffioners  for  Indian 
affairs  in  the  northern  department  be 
defired  to  enquire  of  Mr.  Jacob 
Fowler  of  the  Montauke  tribe  of 
Indians  on  Lone-Liana,  and  Mr. 
Jofeph  John  fon  of  the  Mohegan, 
upon  what  terms  they  will  refide 
among  the  fix  nations  of  Indians, 
and  inftrud  them  in  the  Chriltian  re¬ 
ligion. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Dohicky 
Arundel,  who  was  recommended  to 
the  notice  of  Congrefs  by  Mr.  Lewis, 
be  defired  to  repair  to  Gen.  Schuyler, 
and  that  General  Schuyler  be  directed 
to  examine  him,  and  if  he  finds  him 
capable,  and  fuitably  qualified,  to 
employ  him  in  the  artillery- fervice  in 
Canada. 

Dr.  Cadwallader  having,  in  a  let¬ 
ter  to  the  prefident,  reprefen  ted,  that 
being  fent  for  by  General  Prefcot  laft 
Saturday  nip-ht,  he  found  him  in  a 
dangerous  ftate  of  health,  and  farther 
expreffing  an  apprehenfion,  that  the 
dampnefs  of  the  room  may  endanger 
the  general’s  life,  if  he  remains  there 
long.  It  was  thereupon 

Refolved,  That  Dr.'  Cadwallader 
be  defired  to  have  proper  lodgings 


provided  for  General  Prefcot ;  and 
that  General  Prefcot  be  removed  from 
the  goal  to  faid  lodgings,  and  there 
kept  under  a  guard. 

That  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  troops  in  the  barracks  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  be  diredled  to  keep  a  proper 
guard  over  General  Prefcot. 

Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuefday ,  February  6,  1 7 7^* 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of 
fafety  for  New- York  was  read,  in¬ 
forming  that  General  Clinton  arrived 
there  on  the  4th  ink.  but  that  it  was 
apprehended  his  deflination  was  to 
the  fouthward. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  faid  let¬ 
ter  be  fent  to  the  Southern  Colonies. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that 
Colonel  Heard  having  performed  the 
fervice  enjoined  him,  was  ready  to 
make  report  of  his  proceedings. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  cf 
three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
Colonel  Heard,  and  receive  his  re¬ 
port. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Crane, 
Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  M‘Kean. 

A  petition  from  fundry  captains  of 
the  Nevv-Jerfey  battalions  was  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read,  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  one 
dollar,  and  one  third  of  a  dollar,  be 
allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  two  firft 
Nevv-Jerfey  battalions,  for  every  re¬ 
cruit  by  them  railed  and  that  has 
paffied  mufter.  \ 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of 
Reading  in  Berks  county  was  read, 
mentioning  the  arrival  of  a  number 
of  prifoners,  and  defiring  to  know 
how  they  are  to  be  fupported. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
contraCl  for  fupplying  the  prifoners. 

Refolved,  That  two  members  be 
added  to  faid  committee  in  the  room 
of  thole  abfent. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Vvilfcn 
and  Mr.  Wolcott. 

The  committee  on  the  regulations 
of  trade  after  the  iirlt  cf  March  next, 

brought 
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'brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  Thurlday  next,  then  to  be 
confidered  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole. 

Refolved,  That  General  Schuyler 
be  defired  to  encourage  hitlers  to  at¬ 
tend  the  army  in  Canada,  and  that 
they  return  fuch  fpecie  as  they  (hall 
receive  for  the  articles  they  fupply  it 
with,  to  the  commiftary,  who  lhali 
draw  orders,  counterfigned  by  the 
general,  for  the  amount  thereof,  upon 
the  prefident ;  by  which  a  fufficicnt 
Rock  may  be  in  hand  to  pay  off  the 
foldiers,  and  the  rifk  and  expence  of 
fending  money  for  that  purpofe  may 
be  avoided. 

The  committee  appointed  to  con¬ 
fer  with  Colonel  Heard,  laid  before 
Congrefs  a  lift  of  nineteen  perfons 
taken  into  cuftody  by  him,  agreeable 
to  the  orders  of  Congrefs,  and  brought 
to  Philadelphia. 

The  names  of  the  prifoners  are, 
Benjamin  Whitehead,  Jofeph  French, 
John  Polhemus,  Nathaniel  Moor, 
Samuel  Hallet,  William  Weyman, 
John  Shoals,  John  Willet,  Gilbert 
Van  Wyck,  Daniel  Kiftam,  Jacob 
Mott,  Gabriel  G.  Ludlow,  Charles 
Hicks,  Samuel  Martin,  Samuel 
Clowes,  Thomas  Smith,  George 
Weeks,  David  Brooks,  John  Town- 
fend. 

Refolved,  That  the  fidd  prifoners 
be  fent  to  New- York,  and  delivered 
to  the  order  of  the  convention  of  that 
Colony,  who  are  requeued  to  confine 
or  fecure  the  faid  prifoners,  until  an 
enquiry  be  had  by  the  convention  in¬ 
to  their  condutt,  and  report  thereof 
made  to  this  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  'That  the  committee  con¬ 
firm  with  Colonel  Heard  about  the 
inode  of  fending  the  prifoners  to 
New- York. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due. 

To  George  Kennedy,  on  fundry  cer¬ 
tificates  by  him  produced  the  fum 
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of  427.1  dollars,  of  which  338.9 
dollars  being  for  rifles,  &c.  fur- 
nifhed  to  Captain  Morgan’s  com¬ 
pany  of  rifle-men  from  Virginia, 
ought  to  be  charged  to  faid  com¬ 
pany,  and  the  remainder  to  the 
continent. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 
Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  five 
be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  refolution 
ref  petting  the  exportation  of  naval 
lfores  for  the  public  fervice. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hewe§, 
Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Paine, 
and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

IVednefday ,  February  7,  1 776. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of  Peter 
Webbers,  an  exprefs,  for  the  fum  of 
8  dollars,  for  the  time  he  has  been 
detained  in  town. 

Two  letters  from  Lord  Stirling, 
dated  the  2d  and  5th  of  this  month, 
with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  were 
read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe, 
Mr.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confidera- 
tion  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  letter  from  the  committee  of  lafe- 
ty  for  New-Jerfey,  refpetting  the 
prifoners,  and  after  debate, 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  re¬ 
committed  to  the  committee  who 
brought  it  in,  and  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  take  an  account  of  the 
prifoners. 

That  it  be  an  inflruttion  to  the 
committee  to  examine  the  capitula¬ 
tions  entered  into  with  the  prifoners 
at  the  time  of  their  furrender,  to  have 
the  paroles  of  the  officers  taken,  to 
order  them  to  their  refpettive  places 
of  refidence,  to  fee  that  the  capitula¬ 
tions  be  duly  obferved,  and  the  orders 
of  Congrefs  refpetting  the  prifoners 
punctually  carried  into  execution,  and 
finally  to  make  a  return  to  Congrefs 
of  the  paroles  of  the  officers,  their 

names 
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names  and  places  of  relidence,  and 
alfo  the  number  of  privates  and  where 
placed. 

As  only  three  of  the  former  com¬ 
mittees  are  now  prefent,  viz.  Mr. 
Adams,  Mr.  M‘Kean,  and  Mr. 
Smith. 

Refolved,  That  two  more  be  ad* 
ded. 

1Ahe  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon 

and  Mr.  Wolcott.. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of  Mr. 

| ames  Meafe,  for  the  fum  of  10,000 
dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalions 
ordered  to  be  raifed  in  Pen  nfyl  vania, 
he  to  be  accountable. 

That  a  like  order  be  drawn  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  naval  committee,  for  the 
fum  of  20,000  dollars,  to  enable 
them  to  difcharge  the  debts  by  them 
contracted.,  the  hud  committee  to  be 
accountable. 

That  the  fum  of  250,000  dollars 
be  fent  to  the  pay-mafter-general  for 
the  ufe  of  the  army  at  Cambridge. 

The  committee  on  the  letters  from 
Readingreported,  that  they  have  had 
a  conference  with  .David  P  ranks,  Eiq; 
agent  to  the  contractors  for  victualling 
the  King’s  troops,  who  fays  he  will 
order  rations  to  be  ifiued  to  tne  pri- 
foners  lately  brought  to  Reading, 
whereupon 

Refolved,  That  D.  Franks,  Efq; 
be  permitted  to  viCtual  the  prifoners 
at  Reading,  and  to  fell  his  bills  to 
defray  the  cxpence  thereof. 

That  directions  be  given  to  Henry 
Holler  to  furnifh  faid  prifoners  with 
fuel  and  other  rieceffaries. 

A  memorial  from  Murray,  Sanfom, 
and  Co.  Jacob  Watfon,  and  Frederic 
Rhinelander  of  the  city  of  New- 
York,  was  prefented  to  Congrels  and 
read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Nelfon,  and  Mr.  Read, 

A  petition  of  Pierre  L’Farque  being 
prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 


;  ) 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to 

the  fecret  committee.  # 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  ot 
three  be  appointed  to  examine  the 
Journals  and  report  a  bid  of  the  mat* 

ters  yet  unfinifhed. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  E, 
Rutledge,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr, 
Smith. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow, 
Thurfday ,  February  8,  1776- 
Refolved,  That  the  money  voted 
yefterday  be  lent  to  the  pay-mafter- 
general,  under  the  care  of  Colonel 
Bull,  and  two  other  trufty  perfons. 

The  treafurers  tranfmitted  lo  Con¬ 
grefs  an  account  of  fundry  draughts 

by  them  paid,  viz. 

Auo-uft  23,  1775*  One  in  favour  or 
John  Meafe  by  Gen.  Walhington, 
for  266  j  dollars. 

Nov.  27,  1775.  One  in  favours  of 
Dr.  Franklin,  by  James  Warren, 
for  7111  dollars. 

February  2,  1776.  One  in  favour  of 
Cox  and  Furman,  by  ditto,  for 
1000  dollars. 

Feb.  6,  1776.  One  in  favour  ot 
John  Beane,  by  ditto,  for  750 

dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  fums  bs 
charged  to  the  account  of  James  War¬ 
ren,  the  pay-mafter-general. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  contract  with  a 
proper  perfon  to  fupply  Col.  Wayne  s 

battalion  with  the  rations  allowed 

-  * 

them. 

Alfo  with  a  proper  perfon  to  fupply 
the  Pennfylvania  troops  on  the  welt 
fide  of  the  Sufquehannah ;  and  with, 
a  proper  perfon  to  fupply  the  batta¬ 
lion  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  the  coun¬ 
ties  on  Delaware,  while  in  that  go¬ 
vernment. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Mor* 
ton,  Mr., Lewis,  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due, 

To  Tench  Tilghman,  for  efcortmg 
money  from  Philadelphia  to  Gen. 
Schuyler,  the  fum  of  286.9  dollars. 
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To  Azaricih  Dunham  on  fundry  cer¬ 
tificates  for  provifions  to  feveral 
rifie  companies,  25.8  dollars. 

T  o  Melchior  Ming,  for  waggon  hire 
in  carrying  money  to  Cambridge, 
the  funi  of  76  dollars. 

To  Moles  Gale,  for  the  entertain¬ 
ment  of  Captain  Clucp- a  ire’s  com- 
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pany  of  rifle-men,  9.7  dollars  to 
be  paid  to  Henry  Wiluer,  Efq; 

To  John  B.  Scott,  for  cxpences  in 
conducing  General  Prefcot  from 
Trenton  to  Philadelphia,  14.3 
dollars. 

To  George  B unner,  for  waggon  hire 
in  carrying  money  from  Philadel¬ 
phia  to  General  Schuyler,  laffc 
November,  39  dollars. 

To  Dennis  Sneeden,  for  ferriage, 
provifions,  See.  the  fum  of  50.6 
dollars,  to  be  paid  to  John  Alfop, 
Efq; 

To  Jefle  Jones,  for  horfe  hire,  8.7 
dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Mr^Dealing. 
To  Mark  Bird  for  neceflaries  to  pri¬ 
soners,  5.8  — 10  dollars 
To  George  Meade  and  Co.  on  ftve- 
ral  certificates,  104.4  dollars  of 
which  99.2  being  for  rifles  fur- 
nifhed  Capt.  H.  Stevenfon’s  com 
pany  ought  to  be  charged  to  faid 
company. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts 
be  paid. 

The  committee  farther  reported, 
that  Mr.  M‘Kean  had  laid  before 
them  an  account  of  the  application 
of  40  dollars  put  into  his  hands  by 
Congrefs,  by  which  it  appears  that 
there  remains  in  his  hands  the  fum  of 
15.4  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid 
to  Timothy  Matlack,  he  to  be  ac¬ 
countable. 

The  committee  on  the  difpofition 
of  the  prifoners  reported  the  form  of 
a  parole  to  be  figned  by  the.  officers, 
which  being  read  was  agreed  to,  as 
follows  : 

I  ,  being  made  a 

prifoner  of  war  by  the  army  of  the 
Thirteen  United  Colonies  in  North- 


America,  do  promife  and  engage,  on 
my  word  and  honour,  and  on  the 
faith  of  a  gentleman,  to  depart  from 
lienee  immediately  to  in  the 

Province  of  being  the 

place  of  my  eleaion,  and  there,  or 
within  fix  miles  thereof,  to  remain 
during  the  prelent  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  faid  United  Colonies, 
or  until  the  Congrefs  of  the  laid 
United  Colonies,  or  the  aflembly, 
convention,  or  committee  or  council 
of  fafety  of  the  faid  Colony,  fhall 
order  othervvile  ;  and  that  I  will  rot 
diredly-or  indirectly,  give  any  intel¬ 
ligence  what  foe  ver  to  the  enemies  of 
the  United  Colonies,  or  do  or  fay  any 
thing  in  oppofuion  to,  or  in  prejudice 
of,  the  meafures  and  proceedings  of 
any  Congrefs  for  the  faid  Colonies, 
during  the  prefent  troubles,  or  until 
1  am  duly  exchanged  or  difeharged. 

Give  under  mv  hand,  this  day 
of  A.  D. 

The  fecret  committee  to  whom  the 
petition  of  Mr.  Pierre  L‘Farque  was 
referred,  brought  in  their  report, 
whereupon 

Relolved,  Mr.  Pierre  L/Farque  be 
permitted  to  load  the  floop,  in  which 
he  imported  a  fmall  quantity  of  pow¬ 
der  and  arms,  with  the  produce  of 
thefe  Colonies  (horned  cattle,  flieep, 
hogs,  poultry,  and  lumber  for  mak¬ 
ing  calks  excepted)  and  export  the 
fame  to  Martinique.  And  that  the 
faid  Mr.  Pierre  L/Farque  do  take 
every  poftible  precaution  to  avoid  all 
Britifh  men  of  war  and  cutters  on  the 
voyage,  and  ufe  his  utmolt  endeavours 
to  import  into  thefe  Colonies  the 
powder  and  arms  mentioned  in  his 
memorial,  and  propoled  to  be  im¬ 
ported  by  him. 

The  committee  on  the  memorial 
of  Sanfom,  Murray,  and  Co.  Sc c. 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of 
fafety  for  Pennfylvania,  refpeding 
the  erecting  of  powder-mills,  was 
preferred  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Or- 
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Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treasurers  in  favour  of  Dohicky 
Arundel,  for  the  ium  of  ioo  dollars, 
and  that  he  be  dirededy  immediately 
to  repair  to  General  Schuyler. 

That  a  quarter  cafk  of  powder  be 
delivered  to  Capt.  Craig  of  Colonel^ 
St.  Clair’s  battalion,  for  the  ufe  of 
his  company. 

That  the  fum  of  12,000  dollars  be 
advanced  to  the  convention  or  com¬ 
mittee  of  Safety  for  New  A  ork,  tor 
the  ufe  of  the  four  battalions  ordered 
to  be  raifed  there  ;  that  the  fame  be 
transmitted  by  the  delegates  ol  that 
Colony,  the  faid  convention  or  com¬ 
mittee  of  Safety  to  be  accountable. 

A  memorial*  from  Dr.  Connolly, 
together  with  a  letter  from  Dr.  Ben¬ 
jamin  Rulh,  reflecting  the  itate  of 
faid  Connolly’s  health,  was  preiented 
to  Congrefs  and  read,  whereupon 

Refolved,  'that  the  faid  J.  Con¬ 
nolly  be  allowed  at  fui table  times  to 
walk  in  the  prifon-yard  or  hall,  the 
goal  keeper  taking  eipecial  care  to 
prevent  his  elcape. 

The  inhabitants  of  Richmond 
county  in  the  colony  of  N.ew-York, 
having  refufed  to  fend  deputies  to  re- 
prefent  them  in  Provincial  Conven¬ 
tion,  and  otherwife  manifefted  their 
enmity  and  oppofttion  to  the  fyfiem 
and  meafures  adopted  for  preferving 
the  liberties  of  America,  and  as  a 
juft  punifhment  for  their  inimical  con¬ 
duct,  the  inhabitants  of  that  Colony, 
having  been  prohibited  by  tne  con¬ 
vention  from  all  intercourie  and  deal¬ 
ings  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  laid 
county,  and  this  Congrefs  being  in¬ 
formed  by  the  committee  of  lafety  of 
that  Colony,  that  the  freeholders  of 
the  faid  county  did  afterwards,  with¬ 
out  any  opposition,  elecl  deputies  to 
reprefent  them  in  Provincial  Conven¬ 
tion,  but  as  the  proceedings  again  ft 
them  had  been  Submitted  to  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  Congrefs,  it  was  appre¬ 
hended  the  deputies  could  not  be 
received,  until  the  fenfe  of  Con- 
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grefs  thereupon  fhould  be  communi¬ 
cated. 

Refolved,  therefore.  That  it  be 
referred  to  the  faid  Provincial  Con¬ 
vention  to  take  Such  meafures  reflec¬ 
ting  the  admiftion  of  the  deputies, 
and  revoking  the  interdict  againftffie 
inhabitants  of  faid  county,  as  they 
Shall  judge  moll  expedient,  provided 
that  the  Said  deputies  and  major  part 
of  the  inhabitants  of  faid  county 
Shall  fubferibe  the  aflbeiation  entered 
into  in  that  Colony. 

Refolved,  That  Monday  the  19th 
day  of  this  month  be  a  Signed  for  Dr* 
Smith  to  deliver  a  funeral  oration  in 
honour  of  General  Montgomery,  and 
of  thofe  officers  and  Soldiers  who  fo 
magnanimoufly  fought  and  fell  with 
him  in  maintaining  the  principles  of 
American  Liberty. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow, 
Friday,  February  9,  1776. 

Mr.  El  bridge  Gerry,  one  of  the 
delegates  for  Maffachufetts-Bay  ap¬ 
peared  and  took  his  feat  in  Congrefs, 
whereupon  the  certificate  of  thair  ap¬ 
pointment  and  powers  was  read,  as 
follows  : 

tc  In' Council,  January  iS,  1 776. 

Whereas  John.  Hancock,  Samuel 
Adams,  John  Adams,  Robert  Treat 
Paine,  and  Elbridge  Gerry,  Efqrs. 
have  been  chofen  by  joint  ballot  of 
the  two  houfes  of  aftembly.  to  repre¬ 
fent  the  colony  of  Maffachufetts-Bay 
in  New- England,  in  the  American 
Congrefs,  until  the  firft,  day  of  Jan. 
A.  D.  1777. 

Refolved,  That  they,  or  any  one 
or  more  of  them,  are  hereby  fully 
empowered  with  the  delegates  from 
the  other  American  Colonies  to  con¬ 
cert,  diredft,  and  order  fuch  farther 
meafures,  as  Shall  to  them  appear  beft 
calculated  for  the  eftablifhment,  of 
right  and  liberty  to  the  American. 

■  Colonies,  upon  a  balls  permanent  and 
fecure,  againft  the  power  and  art  of 
the  Britifli  adminiftration,  and  guard¬ 
ed  againft  any  future  encroachments 
of  their  enemies,  with  power  to  ad- 
R  2  JounS 
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journ  to  fuch  times  and  places,  as 
ill  all  appear  moil  conducive  to  the 
public  lafety  and  advantage. 

Read  and  accepted. 

Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

John  Lowell,  Dep.  See.  pro  tem. 

In  the  houfe  of  reprefentatvves ,  fan, 
18,  1776. 

Read  and  concurred.  And  the 
fecretary  is  hereby  directed,  as  loon 
as  may  be,  to  fignify  to  each  of  thofe 
gentlemen  their  appointment,  with 
an  atteded  copy  of  this  order. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

James  Warren,  Speaker. 

In  Council ,  fanuary  18,  1 776. 

Read  and  concurred. 

John  Lowell,  Dep.  Sec.  pro  tem. 

A  true  copy, 

Attell.  Perez  Morton,  Dep.  Sec. 

Sundry  letters  being  received,  were 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

Two  from  General  Wafhington,  of 
the  24th  and  30th  of  January,  en- 
clofing  a  copy  of  one  to  General 
Schuyler,  27th  January,  and  a  num¬ 
ber  or  intercepted  letters. 

rI  liree  from  Gen.  Schuyler,  29th 
and  3  id  January,  and  id  of  Feb. 
cnclodng  copies  of  two  letters  from 
Colonel  Arnold,  and  fujidry  ether 
papers. 

One  from  Governor  Trumbull,  3d 
February,  with  fundry  papers  en- 
cloled. 

Refolved,  That  the  foregoing  let¬ 
ters  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
five. 

Idie  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe, 
Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Penn,  Mr. 
Wythe,  and  Mr.  Rutledge. 

Two  letters  from  the  convention  of 
New-Jerfey,  of  the  6th  of  February, 
were  read. 

The  one  refpeCting  tea,  referred 
for  confideration  to  Monday  next. 

The  other  recommending  perfons 
for  held  officers  of  the  third  battalion, 
.ordered  to  be  railed  in  that  Colony. 
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Whereupon  the  Congrefs  proceeded 
to  election,  and, 

Elias  Dayton  was  elected  colonel. 

Anthony  Walton  White,  lieute- 
tenant-colonel. 

Francis  Barber,  major. 

A  memorial  from  Mr.  Kirkland 
was  prqfented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confi- 
deration  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  fecond  memorial  of  Sanfom, 
Murray  and  company,  Sec. 

Refolved,  T  hat  the  memorialifts 
be  permitted  to  make  fale  of  their 
cargo  of  wheat,  in  Connecticut,  or 
elfetoproceed  on  their  original  voyage 
to  Falmouth  in  England,  and  a  mar¬ 
ket,  under  the  office  papers  and 
clearances,  with  which  the  laid  veflel 
lailed  with  from  New-York  in  Sep¬ 
tember  laft,  and  alfo  fubjeCt  to  the 
former  reftriCtions  of  Congrefs  ref¬ 
peCting  the  appointment  of  a  com¬ 
mander. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  of 
he  arrival  of  fome  arms,  powder  and 
faltpetre. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  on  the  13th  of  laid  month  to 
purchafe  the  faltpetre  then  imported, 
&c.  be  directed  and  impowered  to 
take  every  neceffiary  meafure  to  have 
the  laltpetre  now  arrived  manufac¬ 
tured  into  gun-powder  with  all  pof- 
fible  expedition. 

That  two  tons  of  the  powder  now 
arrived,  belonging  to  the  United 
Colonies,  be  delivered  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  fafety.  for  Pennfylvania,  in 
part  of  the  powder  borrowed  of  them. 

That  one  ton  of  faid  powder  be 
delivered  to  the  delegates  of  North 
Carolina,  in  conlequence  of  a  former 
order  of  Congrefs,  which  has  not 
yet  been  complied  with. 

That  the  committee  appointed  for 
manufacturing  the  faltpetre  into  gun¬ 
powder  be  directed  to  enquire  into 
the  ilate  and  quantity  of  the  arms, 
powder  and  faltpetre  now  arrived, 
and  report  to  Congrefs. 


A  me- 
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A  memorial  from  Stacy  Hepburn 
was  prefented  to  Congreis  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to 
a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M‘- 
Kean,  Mr.  Nelfon,  and  Mr.  Penn. 

Adjonrned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Mon¬ 
day  next. 

Monday ,  February  12,  1776. 

A  letter  from  General  Lee,  dated 
the  9th  inft.  being  received,  was 
read,  wherein  he  informs,  that  a 
transport  with  troops  was  arrived  at 
New-York,  that  more  might  be  ex- 
petted,  and  therefore  that  a  farther 
reinforcement  was  neceffary  to  fecure 
and  defend  that  place,  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  convention  or  committee  of 
fafetyofNew  Jerfey  immediately  to 
fend  detachments  of  their  minute 
men  equal  to  a  battalion,  under  pro¬ 
per  officers,  to  New-York,  there  to 
be  under  the  command  of  Major  Ge¬ 
neral  Lee. 

That  it  is  alfo  recommended  to 
the  committee  of  fafety  for  Pennfyl- 
vania,  immediately  to  fend  detach¬ 
ments  of  the  four  battalions  of  af- 
fociators  in  Philadelphia  to  New- 
York,  there  to  put  themfelves  under 
the  command  of  General  Lee. 

Refolved,  That  the  colonels  of  the 
battalions  ordered  to  be  railed  in 
Pennfylvania,  be  directed  to  make 
an  immediate  return  to  Congreis  of 
the  men  inlifted,  the  places  where 
they  now  are,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  appointed. 

Relblved,  That  the  fecret  commit¬ 
tee  be  directed  to  fend  to  New- 
York  one  ton  of  the  powder  be¬ 
longing  to  the  United  Colonies,  and 
that  the  fame  be  delivered  to  the  or¬ 
der  of  General  Lee. 

That  the  faid  committee  be  em¬ 
powered  to  purchafe  for  the  uie  of 
the  United  Colonies,  on  the  belt 
terms  they  can,  what  powder  and 
arms  arrive,  belonging  to  private 
perfons,  and  that  they  furnifh  with 
good  arms  fuch  of  the  three  remain- 
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ing  companies  of  the  firft  Pennfylva¬ 
nia  battalion  defined  for  Canada,  as 
may  want  them,  in  order  that  they 
may  immediately  proceed  on  their 
march. 

Refolved,  That  fifty  tons  of  fait- 
petre  be  delivered  by  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  to  the  committee  of  fafety  for 
Pennfylvania,  who  are  requefed  to 
have  the  fame  manufactured  into 
gun-powder  in  the  cheapeft  and  mod: 
expeditious  manner,  and  that  this 
Congrefs  will  confirm  any  contratts 
made  for  the  above  purpoie. 

That  ten  tons  of  faltpetre  be  by 
them  fent  to  Mr.  j.  B.  iffivingfon’s 
mill  in  the  Colony  of  Mew- York, 
and  that  Mr.  Livingfon  be  delired 
to  manufacture  it  into  powder  as  foon 
as  poffible,  and  to  enlarge  his  works 
if  it  can  be  conveniently  done. 

That  ten  tons  of  faltpetre  be  alfo 
by  them  fent  to  the  council  of  the 
Colony  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  and 
that  they  be  defired  to  have  it  manu¬ 
factured  into  gun-powder,  with  all 
poffible  expedition,  and  fent  to  Gene¬ 
ral  W afhington  for  the  uie  of  the  army 
under  his  command. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommen¬ 
ded  to  the  committee  ofinipettion  for 
the  county  of  Chefter  to  aid  Colonel. 
Wayne  in  procuring  blankets  for  his 
battalion. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that 
a  gentleman  was  arrived  from  Cana- 
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da,  who  had  matters  of  importance 
to  communicate. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of 
correfpondence  confer  with  him  and 
report  to  Congrefs. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Fuejday ,  February  13,  1776. 

Reioived,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers  n  fav 0 nr  of  John 
Chapman,  for  the  fum  of  eight  hun¬ 
dred  dollars,  to  difeharge  a  draught 
of  the  pay  mailer  general,  in  favour 
of  William  Thompfon,  Eiq;-  aatei 
the  28th  of  December  laft,  and  that 
the  tame  be  charged  to  the  account  cf 
the  paymailer  general. 

Sundry 
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Sundry  letters  being  received  were 
read,  viz. 

One  from  the  convention  of  New- 
Jerfey,  dated  the  ioth,  and  one 
from  Me  firs.  Dayton  and  Barber  of 
the  i  2th  of  this  month. 

One  from  Captain  John  Ncvill, 
dated  Pittfburgh,  February  id,  and 
one  from  John  Gibfon,  dated  20th 
of  January  laft. 

Refolved,  That  the  two  laft  letters 
be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Indian 
affairs  in  the  middle  department. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  take  into  confederation  the 
two  former  letters. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Bartlett,  and  Mr.  Adams. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  eight 
thoufand  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers  in  favour  of  the  committee 
of  fafety  for  the  three  Lower  Coun¬ 
ties  on  Delaware,  for  the  fum  of 
8000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  bat¬ 
talion  railing  in  that  government,  the 
faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

That  an  order  for  ten  thoufand 
dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in 
favour  of  James  Meafe,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  Pennfylvania  battalions,  he  to  be 
accountable. 

That  Mr.  Meafe  be  directed  to 
fupply  the  troops  in  the  barracks 
near  Philadelphia,  with  wooden 
bowls,  buckets  and  other  nccefifa- 
ries. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommen¬ 
ded  to  the  committee  of  fafety  for 
Pennfylvania,  in  cale  the  barracks 
near  Philadelphia  cannot  contain  all 
the  troops  railed  in  faid  Colony,  that 
they  caure  part  of  them  to  be  quar¬ 
tered  in  the  peft-houfe  and  old  goal  of 
this  city. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  Colonel 
Bull,  for  the  fum  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  to  defray  his  expences  in 
carrying  money  to  Cambridge,  he  to 
be  accountable. 

'I'he  committee  on  the  petition  of 
Stacy  Hepburn  brought  in  their  re- 
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port,  which  was  agreed  to  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

rI  hat  the  faid  petitioner  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  load  the  /loop  Dolphin  with 
the  produce  of  thefe  Colonies,  (live 
ilock  and  lumber  for  making  calks 
excepted)  and  to  tranfport  the  fame 
to  Hifpaniola,  he  promifing  to  ufe 
his  utmoft  endeavours  to  remit  the 
amount  of  laid  cargo  in  military  (lores 
into  fome  port  of  this  continent  as 
foon  as  poftible. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  relolution  for  the  exportation 
of  naval  (lores  brought  in  the  fame 
which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Refolved,  That  when  naval  (lores 
(hall  be  wanted  in  any  of  the  United 
Colonies,  the  aftembly,  convention, 
or  committee  of  fafety  of  fuch  Co¬ 
lony,  may  intruft  a  proper  perfon  or 
perfons  to  import  the  fame,  taking 
(ufficient  fecurity,  of  him  or  them, 
that  they  will  faithfully  ufe  their 
bell:  endeavours  to  import  the  fame 
into  fuch  port  or  ports  as  the  laid  a f- 
fembly,  convention,  or  committee  of 
fafety  (hall  diredt,  and  as  much  as 
poftible  to  avoid  all  Britifh  men  of 
war  and  cutters,  giving  him  or  them, 
a  certificate  or  certificates  of  the  na¬ 
val  ilores  wanted,  and  alfp  of  his 
having  given  the  faid  fecuritv  :  and 
that  it  be  recommended  to  the  con¬ 
vention,  council  of  fafety,  and  com¬ 
mittees  of  obfervation  and  infpeclion 
of  North -Carolina  upon  receiving 
fuch  certificates,  to  permit  the  perfon 
or  perfons  producing  the  fame  to  ex¬ 
port  to  the  Colony  applying  for  the 
lame,  the  naval  ftores  wanted  by  fuch 
Colony. 

That  it  be  further  recommended 
to  the  faid  convention,  council  of 
fafety  and  committees  of  infpedlion 
and  obfervation  in  North-Carolina, 
to  give  permiftion  to  fuch  veftels  as 
may  have  arrived  in  that  Colony  for 
tnofc  articles,  or  fuch  of  the  veftels 
belonging  to  that  Colony,  as  they 
may  think  proper,  to  export  naval 
ftores  to  any  of  the  United  Colonies, 

taking 
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fecurity  as  in  the  other  cafes  above 
mentioned. 

Refolved,  That  the  pay  and  fub- 
fi ftence  of  two  of  the  battalions  or¬ 
dered  to  be  raifed  in  the  colony  of 
Virginia,  commence  from  the  firft 
day  of  November  laid  ;  from  which 
time  they  have  been  in  adlual  fer- 
vlce. 

The  convention  of  Virginia  having 
recommended  perfons  for  held  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  fix  battalions  ordered  to 
be  raifed  in  that  Colony,  the  Con- 
grefs  proceeded  to  an  election, 
when 

Patrick  Henry,  Efq;  was  defied 
colonel  of  the  ill  battalion?;  William 
Chriilian,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel ; 
Frank  Eppes,  Efq;  major.  William 
Woodford,  Efq;  colonel  of  the  2d 
battalion  ;  Charles  Scott,  Efq;  lieu¬ 
tenant  colonel  ;  Alexander  Spotf- 
vvocd,  Efq;  major.  Hugh  Mercer, 
Efq;  colonel  of  the  3d  battalion  ; 
George  Weedon,  Efq;  lieutenant- 
colonel  ;  Thomas  Marlhal  Efq;  ma¬ 
jor.  Adam  Stephen,  Efq;  colonel 
of  the  fourth  battalion  ;  Ifaac  Reade, 
Efq;  lieutenant-colonel  ;  Robert 
Lawfon,  Efq;  major.  William 
Peachey,  Efq;  colonel  of  the  5  th  bat¬ 
talion  ;  William  Crawford*  Efq; 
lieutenant-colonel  ;  Jofiah  Parker, 
Efq;  major.  Mordecai  Buckner, 
Efq;  colonel  of  the  6th  battalion  ; 
Thomas  Elliott,  Efq;  lieutenant-co¬ 
lonel  ;  James  Hendricks,  Efq;  ma¬ 
jor. 

Ordered,  That  the  prehdent  fill  up 
commiffions  to  the  above  officers,  and 
that  he  fend  blank  commiffions  to  the 
convention  of  Virginia  to  be  by 
them  filled  np  with  the  names  of  the 
officers  appointed  by  them  in  the  faid 
battalions,  under  the  rank  of  a  ma¬ 
jor* 

Refolved,  That  the  deputy  mufter 
mailer  general  be  directed  to  muiler 
the  battalion  raifed  in  the  three  low¬ 
er' counties  on  Delaware,  and  alfo 
thofe  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  and 
make  return  to  Congrefs, 


Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
five  be  appointed  to  confider  into 
what  departments  the  middle  and 
fouthern  colonies  ought  to  be  formed, 
in  order  that  the  military  operations 
of  the  Colonies  may  be  carried  on  in 
a  regular  and  fyllematic  manner. 

Tne  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch, 
Mr.  Willon,  Mr.  Penn,  Mr.  Har- 
rifon,  and  Mr.  Alexander. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of  the  de¬ 
legates  of  Virginia  for  the  fum  of 
20,000  dollars  for  the  ufe  of  the  bat¬ 
talions,  ordered  to  be  raifed  there, 
the  convention  of  that  Colony  to  be 
accountable. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  McKean  be 
delired  to  requell  the  committee  of  in- 
fpe£lion  and  obfervation  for  the  city 
and  liberties  of  Philadelphia  not  to 
proceed  in  palling  any  cenfures  on 
the  venders,  and  ufers  of  tea,  till 
further  orders  from  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  the  detachments 
marching  from  Philadelphia  to  New- 
York,  under  the  command  of  Colo¬ 
nel  Dickinfon  be  allowed  for  fubfif- 
tence  while  on  their  march,  the  fum 
of  one  dollar  and  one-third  per 
week  for  each  of  the  privates,  and 
non-commiffioned  officers  be  allowed 
in  proportion  according  to  the  rations 
allotted  to  them,  and  that  they  re¬ 
ceive  the  fame  pay  as  the  four 
Pennfylvania  battalions,  from  the 
time  they  begin  their  march. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  confider  the  bed  method 
of  fublilling  the  troops  in  New- York, 
and  what  lum  of  money  it  will  be  ne- 
cedary  to  fend  thither,  and  alfo  what 
fum  ought  to  be  advanced  to  Colonel 
Dickinfon. 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Sher-- 
man,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

A  petition  from  Mr.  Bernard  Ro¬ 
mans  was  prefen  ted  to  Congrefs  and 
read . 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  convention  of  New-York 
to  pay  Mr.  Bernard  Romans  up 
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to  the  9th  day  -of  the  prefen  t 
month. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  600 
dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in 
favour  of  Samuel  Fairlaihb  (who  has 

1 \j  v 

contracted  to  fupply  Colonel  Wayne’s 
battalion,  quartered  in  and  near 
Chefter  at  the  rate  of  y7c-  of  a  dollar 
per  ration)  to  enable  him  to  execute 
his  contrail,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  Colonies,  brought  in  a 
draught  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved,  That  Captain  Gordon, 
upon  giving  his  parole,  be  permitted, 
while  he  remains  in  town,  to  vifit 
Gen.  Prefcot  at  proper  fealons. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednefday ,  February  14,  177b. 

Refolved,  That  two  of  the  brafs 
fix  pounders  at  New- York  belonging 
to  the  United  Colonies,  be  fent  to 
Virginia  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces 
there. 

Sundry  letters  being  received  were 
read. 

One  from  General  Schuyler  of  the 
7th  of  this  month. 

One  from  General  Woofter  of  29 
January,  and  one  from  Gen.  Arnold 
of  24th  of  faid  month. 

Refolved,  That  the  foregoing  let¬ 
ters  with  the  papers  enclofed,  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  J.  Adams  and  Mr.  Chafe. 

A  lett:r  from  the  committee  of 
Amboy  dated  10th  of  this  month, 
was  read  and  reierred  toi  conli  illa¬ 
tion  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 

that  there  is  due. 

To  John  Ware  for  conducing  a 

French  gentleman  from  Harwich 

Town  (hip  in  1  uffex  County  to  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  the  fum  of  13.2  dol¬ 
lars. 

Ordered  that  the  fame  be  paid. 

Application  being  made  by  fome 
of  the  mailer  carpenters  employed  in 


building  the  continental  frigates  to 
fome  members  of  this  houfe,  inform¬ 
ing  that  about  fifty  of  their  journey¬ 
men  and  apprentices  had  engaged  as 
volunteers  to  march  with  the  batta¬ 
lion  of  adociators  for  New^ York,  and 
that  their  zeal  for  the  public  fervice 
was  fuch,  that  they  cannot  be  per- 
fuaded  to  defift  by  any  arguments  or 
influence  of  faid  builders. 

Refolved,  That  the  fpirit  and  zeal 
of  the  faid  journeymen  and  appren¬ 
tices  is  highly  approved  of  by  Con- 
grefs,  but  neverthelefs  it  is  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  this  Congrefs,  that  the  pub¬ 
lic  will  be  more  efifentially  ferved  by 
their  continuing  at  work  on  the  faid 
continental  frigates,  and  that  there¬ 
fore  all  the  carpenters  journeymen 
and  apprentices  employed  as  aforefaid 
be  requelled  to  remain  in  that  lervice, 
as  there  is  no  doubt  but  other  affo- 
ciators  will  complete  the  number 
wanted. 

The  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
confideration  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  regulations  and  reftric- 
tions  under  which  the  ports  ihould  be 
opened  after  the  firit  day  of  March 
next,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  there¬ 
on,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Ward  reported  that  the 
committee  had  taken  into  confidera¬ 
tion  the  matter  referred  to  them,  but 
not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  de~ 
fired  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will 
to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com  • 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
farther  confideration  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  reftri&ions  and  re¬ 
gulations  of  trade  after  the  firll  of 
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March  next. 

The  committee  of  correfpondence, 
who  were  ordered  to  confer  with  the 
gentleman  from  Canada,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  confideration 
thereof  be  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confi- 
der  the  belt  method  of  fublilling  the 

troops 
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troops  in  New- York,  latid  their  re¬ 
port’  on  the  table. 

Adiourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thurfday ,  February  15,  17^6. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  deliver  one  hundred  and  fiity 
hand  of  arms  to  Colonel  Maxwell, 
for  the  ufe  of  fuch  of  the  companies 
of  his  battalion  as  want  them,  in 
order  that  they  may  immediately  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Canada. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters 
from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey, 
and  from  the  field  officers  of  the  third 
battalion,  ordered  to  jee  raifed  in  that 
Colony,  were  referred,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read  and  a- 
greed  to  as  follows  : 

Refolved,  That  Colonel  Heard  be 
directed  to  furniih  Colonel  Dayton 
with  fuch  of  the  arms  lately  brought 
from  Long-Ifland,  as  are  or  may  be 
fit  for  fervice,  or  fo  many  ot  them  as 
Colonel  Dayton  may  defire. 

That  30,000  dollars  be  advanced 
to  Thomas  Lowrey  on  account,  and 
that  he  be  fully  authorized  to  procure 
all  neceiiaries  (except  arms)  ordered 
by  Congrefs,  for  the  three  battalions 


One  from  General  Lee  dated  the 
1  ith,  and  one  from  General  Schuyler 
of  the  4th  of  this  month,  with  one 
from  General  Woofier  of  the  27th 
January. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  letters  be 
referred  to  the  committee  to  whom, 
the  letters  received  yefterday  were 
referred,  and  that  the  faid  com¬ 
mittee  be  directed  to  confer  with 
Colonel  Ritzema,  and  report  to  C011- 
grefs. 

Information  being  received  that 
General  Clinton  was  gone  from  New- 
York,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the 
following  refolution  : 

The  Congrefs  have  a  proper  fenfe 
of  the.  fpirit  and  *patiiotifm  of  the 
afibciators  of  the  city  and  liberties  of 
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Philadelphia,  in  cheerfully  offering 
and  preparing  to  march,  in  order  to 
afiifl  in  the  defence  of  New-York; 
but  as  the  danger,  which  occafioned 
an  application  for  their  fervice,  is  at 
piefent  over, 

Refolved,  That  their  march  to 
New-York  be  fufpended. 

Refolved,  That  a  pay-mafter  be 
appointed  for  the  troops  in  Virginia, 


raifed  or  to  be  raided  in  the  Colony  of  and  that  his  pay  be  50  dollars  per 


New-Jerfey. 

That  the  convention  or  committee 
of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey  be  allowed 
from  the  continental  flock,  half  a 
ton  of  powder,  out  of  which  they 
are  to  repay  what  has  been  borrowed 
From  Eiizabeth-Town,  Somerfet, 
Woodbridge,  and  Brunfwick. 

That  to  the  fame  convention  or 
committee  of  fafety  be  advanced  the 
further  fum  of  5000  dollars  for  the 
purpofe  of  compleadng  the  three 
battalions  there  with  arms,  which 
they  are  defired  to  accomplhh  with  all 
pofiible  expedition. 

R.efolved,  That  tw7o  tons  of  the 
powder  belonging  to  the  continent  be 
delivered  to  the  delegates  of  Virginia 
for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  in  that  Co¬ 
lony. 

Sundry  letters  by  Colonel  Ritzema 
being  received  were  read,  viz. 


month. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to 
the  election,  and  Benjamin  Harrifon, 
jun.  of  Berkley  was  chofen. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confi- 
deration  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  correfpondence, 

Rofolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three,  (tw  o  of  whom  to  be  members 
of  Congrefs)  be  appointed  to  repair 
to  Canada,  there  to  purfue  fuch  in- 
llru&ions  as  fhall  be  given  them  by 
Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen.  Dr.  Benjar 
min  Franklin,  Mr.  S*  Chafe,  and 
Mr.  C.  Carroll  of  Carrol  ton. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Carroll  be  re- 
quefted  to  prevail  on  Mr.  John  Car- 
roll  to  accompany  the  committee  to 
Canada,  to  auift  them  in  luch  mat¬ 
ters  as  they  fhall  think  ufeful. 

That  this  Congrefs  will  make  pro- 
S  vifion 
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vifion  to  defray  any  expences  which 
may  attend  this  meafure. 

Relolved,  That  eight  tons  of  pow¬ 
der  be  immediately  fent  to  Canada, 
for  the  ule  of  the  forces  there. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  mere  is  due. 

To  Richard  Smith  for  provifions  fur- 
nilhed  by  fun  dry  perfons  in  Nevv- 
\  ork  government  to  Capt.  Rols’s 
company  of  rifle-men,  the  fum  of 
28.8  dollars. 

To  Michael  Connolly  on  account  of 
expences  in  bringing  the  women 
and  children  belonging  to  the  26th 
and  7th  regimen  t  from  Elopus  to 
Reading,  the  fum  of  1082,8  dol¬ 
lars. 

To  Colonel  Simes  on  account  of  ex¬ 
pences  in  bringing  the  baggage  of 
the  26th  and  7th  regiments  from 
Walpack  to  Lancalter,  and  feveral 
other  fmall  expences,  the  fum  of 
569  uollars. 

To  Thomas  MfEnry  for  800  canteen 
Eraps,  the  fum  of  133}  dollars. 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts 
be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter 
from  the  committee  of  fafety  of 
New-York  of  the  3d  of  January', 
and  the  letter  from  Gov.  Trumbull 
of  the  6th  of  the  fame  month  were 
referred,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration, 
whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  no  farther  works 
be  erected  on  Martler’s-rock,  but 
that  thole  already  erected  there  be 
fupported  and  garrifoned. 

That  a  fafcine  battery  to  mount 
heavy  cannon,  not  exceeding  eighteen 
in  number,  be  ti.rown  up  on  the 
Gravel-I  Jiil  call  ward  of  Martlcr’s- 
Rock,  marked  in  the  draught  L  L, 
fo  a:  to  command  the  weft  point,  the 
reach  down  the  rivers  from  the  weft 
point,  and  part  of  the  reach  up  the 
river;  and  that  a  convenient  road  be 
op'  ned  Vom  this  battery  to  the  bar¬ 
racks  01  MartlerVRock. 

That  a  redoubt  of  earth  and  faf- 


cines  be  built  on  the  eminence  on  the 
eait  fide  of  the  river  oppofite  to  the 
weft  point  marked  in  the  draught  A 
to  mount  thirty  guns. 

1  hat  it  be  recommended  to  the 
convention  or  committee  of  fafety  of 
New-York  to  forward  the  battery  at 
Pooplopen’s-Kill ;  and  that  the  faid 
battery  be  made  of  earth  and  fafeines, 
and  to  mount  a  number  of  guns,  not 
exceeding  forty. 

That  iuch  of  the  continental  troops 
as  are  or  may  be  ftationed  at  the  a- 
forefaid  places,  be  employed  in  erec¬ 
ting  thele  works  and  batteries  under 
the  direction  of  the  engineer. 

1  hat  it  be  recommended  to  the 
convention  or  committee  of  fafety  of 
New-York  to  profecute  the  difeovery 
of  the  lead  mine  at  New  Canaan, 
and  that  a  copy  of  the  report  of 
Jofeph  Hopkins  to  the  general  aftem- 
bly  of  Connecticut  refpedling  this 
mine  be  fent  to  them. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  conftdera- 
tion  the  report  from  the  committee  of 
the  whole  houfe,  and  after  debate 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  re¬ 
committed. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will 
to-morrow  morning  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  propriety  of 
opening  the  ports,  and  the  reftric- 
tions  and  regulations  of  the  trade  of 
thefe  Colonies  after  the  firft  of  March 
next. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  on 
ways  and  means  to  procure  cannon, 
be  directed  to  enquire  what  quantity 
of  brafs  can  be  procured,  and  that 
they  be  empowered  to  contract  for 
t  ie  fame. 

Adjourned  to  9  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday ,  February  16,  1776. 

Rcl'olved,  'That  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  be  dirc&ed  to  furnifh  Colonel 
St.  Clair’'  battalion  with  arms,  and 
that  the  preftdent  write  to  Col.  St. 
Clair,  and  direct  him  to  ufe  the  ut- 
moft  diligence  in  getting  his  batta¬ 
lion  ready,  and  to  march  the  com¬ 
panies. 
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panies,  one  at  a  time,  as  fall  as  they 
can  be  got  ready,  to  Canada,  with 
all  poliible  expedition. 

The  committee  appointed  to  make 
an  eftimate  of  the  cannon  wanted, 
for  the  defence  of  the  Colonies,  and 
to  devife  ways  and  means  for  procur¬ 
ing  them,  &c.  brought  in  their  re¬ 
port,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelr  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
confideration  the  propriety  of  opening 
the  ports,  and  the  reftridtions  and 
regulations  of  the  trade  of  thefe  Co¬ 
lonies  alter  the  frit  of  March  next, 
and  after  fome  time  the  prelident  re¬ 
fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  re¬ 
ported  that  the  committee  had  taken 
into  confideration  the  matter  referred 
to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a 
CQnclufion,  defired  him  to  move  for 
leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will, 
to-morrow  morning  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  their  farther  confideration  the 
propriety  of  opening  the  ports,  and 
thereftrittions  and  regulations  of  trade 
after  the  fir  ft  of  March  next. 

The  committee  to  whom  General 
Wafhington  and  Gen.  Schuyler’s  let¬ 
ters  were  referred,  laid  their  report 
on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday ,  February  17,  1776. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  lor  ten 
thoufand  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers  in  favour  of  James  Meafe, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  Penn fy 3 vania  bat¬ 
talions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

That  Colonel  James  Irvine,  of  the 
fixth  Pennfylvania  battalion,  be  au¬ 
thorized  and  impowered  to  purchafe 
good  arms  for  the  ufe  of  his  batta¬ 
lion,  the  price  of  the  fame  to  be  de¬ 
duced  out  of  the  pay  of  the  men. 

The  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the 
treafury  brought  in  a  report  which 
was  read. 

Refolved,  That  a  ftanding  com¬ 


mittee  of  five  be  appointed  for  fuper- 
intending  the  treafury. 

That  it  be  the  bufinefs  of  this  com¬ 
mittee,  to  examine  the  accounts  of 
the  treafurers,  and  from  time  to  time 
report  to  Congrefs  tile  ftate  of  the 
treafury. 

To  confider  of  ways  and  means  for 
fupplying  gold  and  filver  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  army  in  Canada. 

To  employ  and  inftrudl  proper  per- 
fons  for  liquidating  the  public  ac¬ 
counts,  with  the  different  paymafters 
and  commiftaries  in  the  continental 
fervice,  and  the  conventions,  com¬ 
mittees  of  fafety  and  others,  who  have! 
been  or  fhail  be  intrufted  with  the 
public  money,  and  from  time  to  time 
to  report  the  ftate  of  luch  accounts 
to  Congrefs. 

To  fuperintend  the  emiftion  of  bills 
of  credit. 

To  obtain  from  the  different  af- 
femblies  and  conventions  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Colonies,  accounts  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  inhabitants  in  each  Colony, 
according  to  the  refoludon  of  Con¬ 
grefs  on  that  iubjeCt. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Nelfon,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Smith 
and  Mr.  Willing. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confider  * 
ation  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  treafury. 

Refolved,  That  a  farther  fum  of 
four  millions  of  dollars  be  emitted  on 
the  fame  fecurity,  as  the  funis  here¬ 
tofore  emitted  by  Congrefs  have 

been. 

That  the  committee  for  fuperin- 
tending  the  treafury  be  directed  to 
confider  the  numbers  and  denomina¬ 
tions  of  the  bills,  in  which  it  will  be 
proper  to  emit  the  above  four  millions, 
and  report  to  Congrefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  con¬ 
fider  into  what  department  the  middle 
and  fouthern  Colonies  ought  to  be  di¬ 
vided,  brought  in  their  report  which 
was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  funclry 
letters  from  Brigadier  Gem  Arnold v 
S  2  Brigu- 
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'TV.  i  ;r- General  Woofler,  Major- 
-ial  Schuyler,  and  Major- Ge- 
^ral  Lee  were  referred,  brought  in 
their  r  'port,  which  was  taken  into 
conti.  ration.,  whereupon, 

Reiolvcd,  That  Major-General 
Lee  be  directed  immediately  to  repair 
to  Canada,  and  take  command  of 
the  army  of  the  United  Colonies  in 
that  province. 

That  Major-General  Schuyler  be 
directed  to  repair,  as  foon  as  his 
health  will  permit,  to  New-York, 
and  take  the  conrtnand  of  the  forces 
and  conduct  the  military  operations 
there  ;  and  that  the  president  inform 
him  by  exprefs  of  this  arrangement 
and  the  reafons  that  led  to  it. 

i  *  t 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
convention  or  committee  of  lafetv  of 
New-York,  to  fupply  General  Lee 
\vkh  a  quantity  of  fuitab’e  cannon  not 
exceeding  twelve,  and  one  or  more 
mortars,  if  to  be  had,  with  balls, 
lhells,  and  other  neceflaries  for  the 
£  ge  or  of  Quebec  ;  and  that 

the>  a  mil  him  in  forwarding  the  fame 
with  all  poffible  expedition. 

That  the  regiment  of  Canadians, 
the  raifing  of  which  is  mentioned  in 
Brigadier-General  Arnold’s  letter  of 
the  12th  of  January  lail,  to  have  been 
put  on  foot  by  him,  receive  the  fame 
pay  and  be  fubjedt  to  the  fame  regu¬ 
lations  as  the  other  forces  employed 
in  Canada,  and  be  accounted  part  of 
the  number  defigned  to  be  railed  for 
that  fei vice. 

That  the  appointment  of  Captain 

- - Ranfalier,  to  be  deputy-mullcr- 

mafter-^eneral  of  the  forces  in  Ca- 
nada,  be  confirmed. 

That  the  appointment  of  John 
Hal  lie  ad,  Efq.  to  be  com  miliary  for 
the  army  before  Quebec,  be  con¬ 
firmed. 

That  Major-General  Schuyler  be 
ciirc£fed  to  have  provi lions  florcd  in 
proper  places  near  Hudfon’s  river, 
Detween  Albany  and  the  Highlands, 
:o  fupply  fuch  troops  as  it  may  be 
ecccTary  to  call  out  of  the  country. 


That  the  offer  made  by  General 
Schuyler  to  pay  at  the  rate  of  four 
fhillings  per  day,  for  each  of  the  fleds 
hired  to  forward  the  Pennlylvania  ' 
and  New- Jerfey  forces  in  their  march 
to  Canada,  be  complied  with. 

That  the  officers  in  the  continen¬ 
tal  armies  be  enjoined  to  ufe  their 
utmofl  diligence  in  preventing  every 
kind  of  plunder,  and  that  all  who 
fhall  offend  herein  be  punifhed  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  ftri&efl  difeipline. 

That  the  refolves  of  Congrefs  for 
encouraging  futlers,  to  attend  the 
army  in  Canada,  be  publifhed,  with 
the  information  that,  hofiery,  lhoes, 
coarfe  linens,  foap,  rum,  fugar,  and 
wine  are  much  wanted  there. 

That  a  few  artificers,  fuch  as  ar¬ 
mourers,  fmiths,  carpenters,  harnefs- 
makers  and  wheel-wrights,  with  pro¬ 
per  perfons  to  fuperintend  them,  be 
forthwith  fent  to  Canada. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
convention  of  New-York,  that  fuch 
of  the  officers,  who  ferved  faithfully 
in  Canada  tiie  lafl  campaign,  as  are 
willing  to  continue  there,  be  prefer¬ 
red  in  the  new  levies  of  the  colony  of 
New-York  to  others. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  chofen  to  prepare  in flrudlions 
for  the  committee  appointed  to  go  to 
Canada. 

The  members  eledled,  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  Sher¬ 
man. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will, 
on  Tuefday  next,  refolve  itlelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
confideration  the  propriety  of  opening 
the  ports,  and  the  reftridlions  and  re¬ 
gulations  of  trade,  after  the  firfl  of 
March  next. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  purchafe  iundry  articles  of 
cloathing  for  the  northern  army,  be 
directed  to  contract  for  good  flrong 
fhoes  for  the  army  in  Canada. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confider¬ 
ation  the  report  of  the  committee,  on 
the  method  of  fubfifling  the  troops 
in  New-York,  &c,  Re* 
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Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  thirty- 
five  thcufand  dollars,  be  advanced  to 
the  convention  or  committee  of  fafety 
of  New- York,  for  the  fupport  of  the 
troops  employed  in  the  defence  ot 
that  Colony  ;  the  faid  convention  or 
committee  of  lafety,  to  be  account¬ 
able  for  the  expenditure  thereof,  and 
that  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  for  the  above  l"um,  in  favour 
of  the  delegates  of  that  Colony,  who 
are  diredfed  to  forward  the  lame. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
convention  or  committee  or  lafety  of 
New-York,  to  contract  with  proper 
perfons  for  fupplying  the  laid  troops 
with  the  rations  allowed  by  Congreis, 
and  with  fuel  and  other  neceffaries, 
.on  the  molt  reaionable  terms  in  their 
power. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due. 

On  an  account  exhibited  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  Frederic  county,  Mary¬ 
land,  to  be  paid  to  S.  Chale,  ana 
W.Paca,  Efqrs.  the  fum  of  860.9 
dollars,  of  which  268.4  being  lor 
rifles.  &c*  furnifhed  Captain  Cref- 
fap’s  company  of  rifle-men,  ought 
to  be  charged  to  the  faid  company, 
and  the  remainder  to  the  continent. 
To  Nicholas  Hower,  for  Waggon- 
age,  the  iurn  of  74.4  dollars,  and 
that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to 
Daniel  Hower. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts 
be  paid.  * 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  February  19,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment, 
and  having  attended  the  oration  deli¬ 
vered  in  honour  of  General  Montgo¬ 
mery,  and  or  tnoie  olncers  and  iol — 
diers  who  magnanmioufly  fought  and 
fell  with  him,  in  maintaining  tne 
principles  of  liberty. 

.  Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuejday,  February  20,  1776. 

The  convention  of  New  jerfey 
having  made  a  new  choice  of  dele¬ 
gates  to  reprefent  that  Colony  in 
Congreis,  three  of  faid  delegates  at¬ 


tending,  produced  their  credentials, 
which  were  read  as  follows  : 

“  In  Provincial  Convention ,  New- 
Jerfey,  BrunjvAck ,  14 thFeb.  1776. 
Refolved,  on  motion,  unanimoufly. 
That  William  Livinglion,  John 
De  Hart,  Richard  Smith,  John 
Cooper,  and  Jonathan  Dickenfon 
Sergeant,  Efquires,  be  delegates  to 
reprefent  this  province  in  the  Conti¬ 
nental  Congreis,  for  the  Ipace  of  ohe 
year,  or  until  others  fhali  be  legally 
appointed  in  their  head,  and  that 
they  or  any  three  or  more  of  them, 
have  full  and  ample  power  to  cordent 
and  auree  to  all  meafures  which  fuch 

O 

Congreis  fhali  deem  necell'ary  ;  and 
this  province  bind  themfelves  to  exe¬ 
cute,  to  the  utmofl:  of  their  power, 
all  refolutions  which  the  faid  Con- 
grefs  may  adopt.  And  further,  if 
the  faid  Congrefs  fhali  think  necef- 
fary  to  adjourn,  we  do  authorife  our 
faid  delegates  to  reprefent  and  adt 
for  this  province,  in  any  one  Con¬ 
grefs  to  be  held  by  virtue  oi  fuch  ad¬ 
journments,  during  their  delegation. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes, 
William  Patterson,  Sec.” 
A  letter  from  General  Lee,  of  the 
17th  inftant,  was  read. 

A  memorial  from  a  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Northumberland,  in 
the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  with  fix 
papers  therein  enclosed,  was  prelent- 
ed  to  Congrefs  and  read.  Alio, 

A  petition  from  fundi  y  inhabitants 
near  Pittfburg,  was  prefented  and 
read, 

P>.efolved,  That  the  above  memo¬ 
rial  and  petition  be  referred  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  or  five. 

The  members  diofen,  Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr.  W.  Livinglion,  Mr.  r'aca,  Mr. 
E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Chafe. 

Lieutenant  Brafher,  who  had  the 
orders  of  General  Schuyler  to  con¬ 
duct  a  number  of  Canadian  pn loners 
to  New-jerfey  and  Pennfylvania, 
having  executed  his  orders,  laid  his 
in  Fractions  before  Congrefs,  which 
were  read.  Alfo  Mr.  Shallus,  quar¬ 
ter- 
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ter- mailer  of  the  firft  Pennfylvania 
battalion,  having  had  orders  to  con- 
dud  certain  prifoners  down  from 
Kingfton,  and  having  executed  his 
orders,  laid  his  inftrudions  before 
Congrefs,  which  were  read, 

Refolved,  That  thefe  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  prifoners. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  commit¬ 
tee  be  direded  to  deliver  to  Colonel 
Maxwell,  or  order,  twenty  Hand  of 
arms  for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion,  he 
to  be  accountable  for  the  lame. 

The  Congrels  took  into  confidera- 
tion  the  report  ot  the  committee  on 
the  ways  and  means  of  procuring 
cannon,  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  two  hundred  and 
fifty,  twelve-pounders,  fixty,  nine- 
pounders,  and  iixty-two,  four-poun¬ 
ders,  be  purchafed  for  the  ufe  of  thefe 
Colonies. 

That  the  committee  on  the  ways 
and  means  of  procuring  cannon  be 
empowered  to  purchafe  or  contract 
for  making  the  fame. 

That  a  new  member  be  added  to 
that  committee. 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  W.  Li- 
vinglton. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  there  is  due, 

To  Michael  Connolly,  expences  for 
^aggon-hire,  carrying  the  prifon¬ 
ers  baggage  from  Bethlehem  to 
Reading,  and  his  own  expences 
four  days,  the  lum  of  160  dollars. 
To  Richard  Howell,  for  tranfporta- 
tion  of  powder  to  Burlington,  the 
fum  of  34.I  dollars. 

Ord  erea.  That  the  above  accounts 
be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  Colonel  Wayne 
be  direded  to  march  with  his  batta¬ 
lion  to  New- York,  and  put  himfelf 
under  the  command  of  General  Lee, 
or  the  commanding  oficcr  there. 

The  Congrels  being  informed  that 
two  prifoners  taken  at  Chamblee,  and 
who  had  leave  to  ftay  at  Newark  in 
the  province  of  New-Jerfey,  on  con¬ 
dition  of  their  making  gun  locks,  for 


the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies,  are 
not  employed  in  that  work. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  two  pri¬ 
foners  be  ordered  to  Philadelphia, 
and  put  under  the  diredion  of  Mr. 
Rittenhoufe,  to  carry  on  the  above 
bufmefs. 

1  he  Congrefs  being  informed  that 
a  quantity  or  powder  belonging  to 
the  United  Colonies  was  arrived  at 
Brunfwick  in  New-Jerfey. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr. 
Alfop,  and  Mr.  P.  Livingfton,  be 
direded  to  forward  the  faid  powder 
under  a  guard,  with  all  poftible  ex¬ 
pedition,  to  General  Wafhington, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army  under  his 
command. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of  Monf. 
La  JunefTe,  for  the  fum  of  250  dollars, 
for  his  fervices  in  behalf  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 
IVednefday ,  February  21,  1 776. 
The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  there  is  due, 

Lo  -  Shallus,  for  his  expences 

in  conduding  priioiiers  from  Alba¬ 
ny  to  Trenton,  the  fum  of  17^ 
doliars.  ‘  ' 4 

To  Cafpar  Shaaf,  for  waggonage, 
the  fum  of  104  dollars,  and  that 
the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  S. 
Chafe,  and  W  Paca,  Efqrs. 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts 
be  paid. 

Two  letters  from  General  Schuy¬ 
ler  oi  the  10th  and  13th  inftant,  be¬ 
ing  received,  were  read. 

Reiolved,  That  the  fame  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of 
fafety  for  Pennfylvania,  of  the  20th 
inftant,  relpeding  the  prifoners  at 
Lancafter,  was  read, 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  refer¬ 
red  to  the  committee  on  the  prifoners. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  to 
whom  it  was  referred  to  confider  the 

mini- 
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numbers  and  denominations  of  the 
bills,  & c.  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to 
as  follows : 

That  the  four  millions  of  dollars 
now  to  be  emitted,  con  fid  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  denominations  : 

600, coo  of  of  a  doh 
6e 0,000  of  J-  do 
600,000  of  ~  do 
600,000  of  \  do 
1 30,436  of  1  do 

1 3°>43 7  of  2  do 
130,436  of  3  do 
130,435  of  4  do 

65,217  of  5  do 

65,217  of  6  do 

65,217  of  7  do 

65,217  of  8  do 


100,000 

200,000 

300,000 

400,000 

i3°>436 

260,874 

391,308 

S  2 1 ,740 

326,085 

391,302 

456>5 1 9 
521,736 


3,l82,6l2 


4,ot>o,ooo 

That  the  plates  engraved  for  the 
two  former  emiflions,  be  ufed  in  the 
new  emiflion  of  the  bills  from  one  to 
eight  dollars  inclufive,  and  that  thofe 
bills  be  expreffed  in  the  following 
words  : 

No.  Dollars. 

This  bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  re¬ 
ceive  Spanifh  milled  dollars, 

or  the  value  thereof  in  gold  or  fiver, 
according  to  a  refolution  of  Congrefs, 
patted  at  Philadelphia,  February  17, 
1776. 

That  the  faid  bills  be  figned  by 
two  fgners,  and  each  different  deno¬ 
mination  numbered  from  No.  1  pro- 
grettively, 

That  one  plate  with  proper  devices 
be  engraven  for  the  fmaller  bills  now 
to  be  emitted,  under  the  value  of  one 

dollar. 

That  the  form  of  the  bills  be  as 
follows : 

One  of  a  dollar,  according 

to  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  patted  at 
Philadelphia,  February  17,  1776. 

That  each  of  thefe  bills  be  figned 
by  one  ttgner  only,  and  that  each 
different  denomination  be  numbered 
from  No.  1  progrettively,  as  aforefaid. 

That  Michael  Hillegas,  Pvichard 


Bache,  and  Stephen  Pafchall,  EfqiV 
be  appointed  and  authorized  to  in- 
fpedl  the  prefs. 

That  before  they  enter  upon  their 
office,  they  fhall  refpedlively  take 
an  oath  or  affirmation  to  be  ad- 
miniftered  to  them  by  any  magiftrate, 
<f  well  and  faithfully  to  execute  the 
trull  repofed  in  them  by  a  refolution 
of  Congrefs,  as  infpeflors  of  the 
prefs,  according  to  the  bell  of  their 
fkill  and  judgment.’ ’  A  certificate 
of  which  oath  or  affirmation  fhall  be 
delivered  to  the  committee  on  the 
treafury. 

That  each  of  the  faid  infpedlors 
refpedlively  fhall  be  allowed  two 
dollars  a  day  for  their  fervices,  while 
they  fhall  be  employed  in  infpediing 
the  prefs,  in  the  execution  of  laid 
truft. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  on 
the  treafury  be  diredled  to  have  the 
foregoing  refolutions  carried  into  ex¬ 
ecution  with  all  convenient  dif- 
patch. 

The  committee  for  receiving  the 
applications  for  officers  in  the  conti¬ 
nental  army  reported,  that  they 
have  nominated  Mr.  Lewis  Durham 
for  furgeon  to  the  third  battalion  now 
railing  in  the  colony  of  New  Jerfey, 
and  recommend  him  to  the  Con¬ 
grefs  for  appointment  to  the  faid  of¬ 
fice. 

Refolved,  That  the  report  be 
agreed  to,  and  that  a  committion  be 
granted  to  Mr.  Lewis  Durham  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thurfday,  February  22,  1776, 

Two  letters  from  General  Wafh- 
ington,  both  of  the  9th  of  this 
month,  being  received  and  read, 

Refolved,  'Chat  the  faid  letters  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Congrefs. 

Accordingly  the  Congrefs  refolved 
itfelfinto  a  committee  of  the  whole 
to  take  into  con  fide  ration  the  letters 
juft  received  from  General  Walking- 
ton,  and  after  lome  time  the  preii- 

dent 
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dent  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Ward  reported  that  the  committee 
had  taken  into  confideration  the 
letters  referred  to  them,  but  not 
having  come  to  a  conclufion,  dcfired 
him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs 
will  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole  to  take  into  their  farther 
confideration  the  letters  from  Gene¬ 
ral  Wafhin«ton. 

1  O 

Refolved,  That  the  march  of  the 
New-Jerley  battalion  of  militia  to 
New- York  be  countermanded. 

Refolved,  That  orders  ilfue  to 
quicken  Colonel  Wayne  in  getting 
his  battalion  ready ;  and  that,  as 
fall:  as  he  can  get  a  company  properly 
equipped,  he  caufe  it  immediately  to 
inarch  to  New-York. 

Relolved,  That  the  prefident  be 
dire&ed  to  write  to  the  convention 
of  New-York,  and  delire  them  to  in¬ 
form  Congrefs  what  pr ogre fs  they 
have  made  in  railing  the  four  batta¬ 
lions  recommended  to  be  raifed  in 
that  Colony  for  the  defence  of  the  fame. 
Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  February  23,  1776 

Colonel  Braxton,  a  delegate  from 
Virginia  attending,  produced  the  cre¬ 
dentials  of  his  appointment,  which 
were  read  as  follows : 

Virginia,  in  Convention,  December  15, 

J775- 

The  convention,  according  to  the 
order  of  the  day,  proceeded  to  the 
appointment  of  a  delegate  to  repre- 
fent  this  Colony  in  the  general  con¬ 
grefs,  in  the  room  of  the  late  Ho¬ 
nourable  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq; 
and  the  members  having  prepared 
tickets  with  the  name  of  the  delegate 
to  be  appointed,  and  put  the  lame  in¬ 
to  the  ballot-box,  Mr.  Thomas  Lud- 
well  Lee,  Mr.  Carrington,  Mr. 
Digges,  Mr.  William  Cabell,  and 
Mr.  Carter  of  Lancalter  were  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee  to  examine  the 
ballot-box,  and  report  on  whom  the 
majority  fell,  and  it  appearing  from 
their  report,  that  there  was  a  majo¬ 


rity  of  the  whole  convention  in  favour 
of  Carter  Braxton,  Efq. 

Refolved,  Therefore  that  the  faid 
Carter  Braxton,  Efq;  be  appoint¬ 
ed  a  delegate  to  reprefent  this  Colony 
in  the  room  of  the  late  Honourable 
Peyton  Randolph,  Efq; 

John  Faze  well,  Cl.  of  Convention. 

Relolved,  That  the  fecret  commit¬ 
tee  be  directed  to  return  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  the 
arms  borrowed  of  them  for  the  ufe  of 
the  continent. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due, 

1,  #  *  7 

To  Francis  Daimon,  for  tranflating 
into  French  the  rules  and  articles  for 
the  better  regulating  the  continen¬ 
tal  troops,  the  fum  of  1 3}  dollars. 
To  Monfr.  Mefplet  for  printing  the 
military  rules,  and  French  letters 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  the 
fum  of  44  dollars. 

To  Colonel  Harrifon,  for  expences 
of  himfelf,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr. 
Allen,  on  their  journey  to  New- 
York,  the  fum  01*150.9  dollars. 

To  Jeremiah  Traxler,  for  proviiions. 
See.  for  Indians  who  were  in  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  in  December  laft,  the 
fum  of  40.8  dollars,  and  that  the 
fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Mr. 
Kachlein. 

To  fundry  perfons  for  rifles  furnifhed 
Captain  Morgan’s  company,  the 
fum  of  1 18.3  dollars,  which  ought 
to  be  paid  to  Colonel  Nelfon,  and 
charged  to  the  faid  company. 

To  Clement  Biddle,  for  fhot-pouches, 
powder-horns,  and  bullet-moulds,' 
purchafed  by  him  for  the  Canada 
regiment,  the  fum  of  1169.3  dol¬ 
lars. 

To  fundry  perfons  for  blankets  flip- 
plied  to  Captain  Price’s  company, 
the  fum  0132.9  dollars,  and  the 
fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  George 
Read,  Efq; 

To  Captain  Little,  for  provisions 
for  guards  attending  Captain 
Campbell,  the  fum  of  9.5  dollars^ 
To  Chriitian  Rhorbec  for  neceli  ries 

furniflied 
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furnifhed  to  feveral  prifoners  of  the 
7th  and  26th  regiments,  the  fum 
of  9.4  dollars,  and  that  the  fame 
ought  to  be  paid  to  Adam  Kim- 
mel. 

To  Henry  Shits,  for  rifles,  &c.  fur¬ 
nifhed  to  Captain  Stephenfon?s 
company  the  fum  of  77.6  dol¬ 
lars,  to  be  charged  to  the  faid 
company. 

To  Adam  Ebraflier,  for  attending 
feveral  French  noblefle,  from  Alba¬ 
ny  to  Briftol,  the  fum  of  32  dol¬ 
lars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts 
be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
five  be  appointed  to  contrad  for  the 
making  of  mulkets  and  bayonets  lor 
the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies,  and 
to  confider  of  farther  ways  and  means 
of  promoting  and  encouraging  the 
manufacture  of  fire  arms  in  all  parts 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Pame, 
Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr. 
Lee,  and  Mr.  Morris. 

Refolved,  That  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Chriftopher  Liflingwell,  dated  the 
2nth  of  November  1775,  with  fun- 
dry  papers  relating  to  the  cargo  of  the 
brig  Nancy,  be  referred  to  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  Huntington  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  be  empowered  for  the  purpofe 
of  procuring  arms  and  ammunition, 
to  export  the  produce  of  tneie  Co¬ 
lonies,  equal  to  the  amount  of  that 
by  them  exported  in  two  vefiels  late j y 

taken  by  the  enemy. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee, 
for  fuperintending  the  treafury,  be 
,  authorized  to  employ  one  or  more 
clerks  for  dating,  keeping,  and  li¬ 
quidating  the  public  accounts  under 
their  diredion,  and  to  provide  books, 
and  a  fuitable  office  for  that  purpofe. 

That  they  have  power  to  call  upon 
the  different  committees  of  Congrefs, 
•dfemblies,  conventions,  councils. 


or  committees  of  fafety,  continental 
officers,  and  private  perfons,  who 
have  been  or  fhall  be  intruded  with 
public  money,  for  their  accounts  and 
vouchers,  and  for  .fuch  other  mate¬ 
ria  Is  and  information,  as  the.  laid 
committee  on  the  treafury  fhall  judge 
to  be  ufeful,  in  Hating,  checking, 
and  auditing  the  public  accounts. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  feveral  afiemblies,  con¬ 
ventions,  councils,  or  committees  of 
fafety,  and  committees  of  correfpon- 
dence  and  infpedion  in  the  United 
Colonies,  to  exert  themfelves  in  de¬ 
viling  farther  ways  and  means  of 
promoting  and  encouraging  the  ma- 
nufadure  of  falt-petre,  and  of  intro¬ 
ducing  that  manufadure  into  private 
families. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  fe¬ 
veral  afiemblies  and  conventions  in 
the  United  Colonies,  that  they  im¬ 
mediately  eftablifh  public  works  in 
each  and  every  county,  in  their  re- 
fpedive  Colonies,  at  the  expence  of 
fuch  Colonies,  for  the  manufadure  of 
falt-petre,  and  appoint  committees 
of  their  own  members  immediately  to 
fet  up  fuch  manufadures. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  a  fi¬ 
fe  mblies  and  conventions,  councils 
or  committees  of  fafety,  of  every 
Colony  forthwith  to  ered  powder 
mills  in  their  refpedive  Colonies, 
and  appoint  committees  to  build  fuch 
mills,  and  procure  perfons  well  fkilled 
in  the  manufadure  of  powder,  at  the 
expence  of  fuch  Colonies. 

That  a  committee  of  this  Congrefs 
to  confid  of  one  member  from  each 
Colony  be  appointed  to  confider.  of 
further  ways  and  means  of  promoting, 
and  encouraging  the  manufadures  of 
falt-petre,  fulphur  and  powder  in 
thefe  Colonies,  and  to  correfpond 
with  the  feveral  affemblies  and  con¬ 
ventions,  and  councils  or  committees 
of  fafety  in  the  feveral  Colonies, 
that  Congrefs  may  be,  from  time  to 
time,  truly  informed  of  the  progrefs 
made  in  thefe  manufadures. 

T  The 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Bart¬ 
lett,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr. 
Huntington,  Mr.  L.  Morris,  Mr. 
Sergeant,  Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr. 
Read,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Braxton*  Mr. 
Hewes,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr. 
Bullock. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  refolu- 
tions  refpe&ing  falt-petre  & c.  be 
publifhed. 

It  being  represented  that  Captain 
Harman  has  milked  into  his  company 
and  carried  with  him  to  Canada, 
thirteen  fervants  without  the  con  lent 
of  their  makers. 

Reiolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  enquire  into 
this  matter,  and  report  to  Con- 
grefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon, 
Mr.  Willing,  and  Mr.  Wythe, 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs 
will  on  Monday  next  refolve  itlelf  in¬ 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideralion  the  letters  from  Ge¬ 
neral  Wafhington,  &c. 

Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday ,  February  2  6,  1776. 

A  letter  from  General  Lee,  dated 
2 2d  Inkant,  was  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  refer¬ 
red  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  M£- 
Kean,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  L. 
Morris. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treasurers  in  favour  of  Carpen¬ 
ter  Wharton  for  the  fum  of  6000  dol¬ 
lars,  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Lieutenant  Jocelyn 
Feltham  of  the  26th  regiment,  who 
was  taken  prifoner  at  Ticonderoga 
was  prefented  and  read,  praying  for 
leave  to  go  to  Europe  lor  the  recove¬ 
ry  of  his  health. 

Refolved,  That  the  prayer  of  his 
petition  be  granted. 

A  reprelentation  from  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  infpedtion  and  obfervation 
of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  relative  to  veffels  loading  with 
produce  for  Great-Britain,  Ireland, 


and  the  Britifh  Wek-Indies,  was  pre¬ 
fented  to  Congrels,  and  read,  where¬ 
upon 

Refolved,  That  no  veffel  loading 
for  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  or  the 
Britifh  Wek-Indies,  be  permitted  to 
fail  until  the  further  order  of  Con¬ 
s'"013  ;  and  that  it  be  recommended 
to  the  dikerent  committees  of  in- 
fpeetion  and  obfervation  to  to  fee  that 
this  refolution  be  carried  into  execu¬ 
tion. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  refolve 
be  publi died. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
five  be  appointed  to  examine  and  re¬ 
port  the  numbers  and  circumhances 
of  the  permits,  and  the  dekination 
of  the  veffels,  to  which  Rich  permits 
have  been  granted,  for  exporting  the 
produce  of  the  Colonies  -in  confe- 
quence  of  the  importation  of  ammu¬ 
nition  and  warlike  itores  ;  and  that 
the  reprefen tation  of  the  committee 
of  infpection  and  observation  for  the 
city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia  on 
this  fubjeft  be  referred  to  the  faid 
committee. 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Li- 
vingkon,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of 
Nevv-jerfey,  dated  February  24th 
was  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  refer¬ 
red  to  the  committee  to  whom  the 
letter  from  General  Lee,  was  this 
morning  committed. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of  the  de¬ 
legates  of  Maryland  for  the  fum  of 
twenty-two  thoufand  dollars,  to  be 
by  them  exchanged  for  gold  and  River 
and  paid  back  into  the  treafury. 
Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to  morrow. 

F  uejday ,  February  27,  1 776. 

Refolved,  That  Monk  Regonville, 
be  permitted  to  go  to  Brikol  and 
fpend  a  week  with  his  relations 
there,  and  that,  after  that,  he  return 
to  Philadelphia. 

Reiolved,  That  the  fum  of  too 

dol- 
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dollars  be  paid  to  Monf.  Dugan  for 
his  fervices  in  the  caufe  of  the  United 
Colonies  in  Canada,  and  that  it  be 
recommended  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  forces  of  the  United 
Colonies  in  that  Province,  to  advance 
him  to  a  pcft  in  the  army  fuitable  to 
his  merit  and  fervices. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters 
from  Chriftopher  Leffingwell  and 
others  concerning  the  Brigantine 
Nancy  commanded  by  Thomas  Davis 
and  her  cargo  were  referred,  brought 
in  their  re  ort,  which  being  taken 
into  confideration. 

Refolved,  That  the  cafe  of  the  faid 
brigantine  and  cargo,  pertaineth  to 
the  judicature  eftablifhed  in  the  Colo¬ 
ny  of  Connecticut  for  hearing  and 
determining  matters  of  the  fame 
kind. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confider¬ 
ation  the  report  of  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  coniider  into  what  depart¬ 
ment  the  middle  and  louthern  Colo¬ 
nies  ought  to  be  formed. 

Refoived,  That  New- York,  Nevv- 
Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  Lower 
Counties  on  Delaware,  and  Mary¬ 
land,  be  put  into  one  department 
under  the  command  of  one  Major 
General,  and  two  Brigadiers  General, 
with  proper  ftaff. 

That  Virginia,  North-Carolina, 
South- Carolina,  and  Georgia  be  put 
into  one  other  department,  under  the 
command  of  one  major  general,  and 
three  brigadiers  general,  with  proper 
ftaff. 

Thac  Friday  next  be  affigned  for 
the  election  of  major  general,  briga¬ 
diers  general,  and  ftaff  officers  in  the 
foregoing  departments. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey, 
to  have  the  cargo  of  the  tranfport 
Blue  Mountain  Valley  landed,  and 
fecured  in  fome  fafe  place  till  further 
orders  of  Congrefs. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  re¬ 
newed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Wednefday ,  February  28,  1776. 

Refolved,  That  General  Lee  be 
dire&ed  not  to  proceed  to  Canada, 
until  he  receive  further  orders  from 
Congrefs. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters 
from  General  Lee  and  the  convention 
of  New-Jerfey  were  referred,  brought 
in  their  report  which  was  read, 

Refolved,  That  the  confideration 
thereof  be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  commit¬ 
tee  be  directed  to  repay  to  the  dele¬ 
gates  of  North-Carolina,  the  four 
hundred  weight  of  powder  borrowed 
of  that  Colony. 

The  committee  on  prifoners,  to 
whom  the  letter  from  the  committee 
of  fafety  of  Pennsylvania  was  re¬ 
ferred,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration,  and 
thereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  of 
infpedion  and  obfervation,  for  the 
county  of  Berks  in  Pennfylvania,  be 
authorifed  and  requefted  to  con  trad 
upon  reafonable  terms  for  the  fubfift- 
ence  of  fiich  of  the  prifoners  now  in 
Reading,  as  are  not  fupplied  by  Mr. 
Franks,  together  with  the  women 
and  children  belonging  to  all  the  pri¬ 
foners  there,  and  for  fupplying  them 
with  fire-wood  and  other  things  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  for  their  fupport. 

That  the  committee  of  infpedtion 
and  obfervation  for  the  counties,  dif- 
tri&s,  or  towns  affigned  for  the  refi- 
dence  of  prifoners,  be  impowered  to 
fuperintend  their  condud,  and  in 
cafes  of  grofs  mifbehaviour  to  confine 
them,  and  report  to  Congrefs  the 
proceedings  had  on  fuch  occasions. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  of 
fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  agreeable  to 
the  offer  made  by  them  of  their  fer- 
vice,  of  which  Congrefs  have  a  pro¬ 
per  fenfe,  be  authorifed  to  diftribute 
the  officers,  who  are  prifoners  in. 
Lancafter,  in  fuch  places  within  the 
province  of  Pennfylvania,  as  to  that 
committee  (hall  feem  molt  proper ; 
taking  their  parole,  which  if  they 
T  2  refuie 
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refufe-to  give,  the  faid  committee  are 
impowered  and  direfted  to  confine 
them  ;  and  that  in  executing  this  re- 
iolve,  the  faid  committee  have  regard 
to  the  refolutions  heretofore  made  by 
Congrefs,  with  refpeft  to  prifoners 
and  their  refidence. 

A  petition  of  Anthony  Marmajon, 
matter  and  owner  of  the  brig  Little 
Polly  of  the  ifland  of  Martinique, 
was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read, 
whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  Monfieur  Marma- 
jou  be  permitted  to  load  the  Brigan¬ 
tine  Little  Polly,  with  the  produce  of 
thefe  Colonies  (horned  cattle,  fheep, 
hogs,  poultry,  and  lumber  for  mak¬ 
ing  calks  excepted)  and  export  the 
fame  to  Martinique. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  Mr. 
J.  Meale,  for  the  fum  of  twenty 
thoufand  dollars,  he  to  be  account¬ 
able. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters 
from  General  Schuyler,  dated  the 
loth  and  13th  of  February,  and  the 
papers  therein  mentioned  were  re¬ 
ferred,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration,  where¬ 
upon, 

Refolved,  That  a  fufficient  quan¬ 
tity  of  Reel  be  fent  to  Gen.  Schuyler, 
or  the  commanding  officers  at  Alba¬ 
ny,  ferule  armourers  and  the  black- 
fmiths  who  are  appointed  to  go  and 
work  for  the  Indians,  and  th,at  the 
delegates  of  Nevv-Jerfcy  bedefired  to 
provide  and  forward  the  fame. 

That  an  account  of  the  money  paid 
to  the  Pcnnfylvania  troops,  who  have 
marched  to  Canada,  be  fent  to  Gen. 
Schuyler. 

That  the  Deputy-Muftsr-Mafter- 
Gencral,  Gunning  Bedford,  Efq;  be 
diredled  to  repair  to  his  poll  forthwith 
tn  the  northern  army  in  Canada,  and 
that  he  mutter  the  troops  once  in 
every  month,  and  make  returns  to 
Congrefs  and  the  commanding  officer. 

That  the  orders  given  by  General 
Schuyler,  in  his  letter  of  the  12th 

*  *  v  i .  - 


inftant,  to  Lieut.  Colonel  Warner  be 
approved. 

Adjourned  to  30  o’clock  to-morrow. 

F'hurfday ,  February  29,  1 776. 

The  colony  of  Nevv-Hampfhire 
having  appointed  delegates  for  the 
prefen t  year,  William  Whipple,  Efq; 
one  of  the  faid  delegates  attended 
and  produced  the  credentials  of  their 
appointments,  which  were  read  as 
follows  : 

te  Colony  of  Ne'W-Hampfhi re ,  in  the 

Houfe  of  Reprefentatinjes ,  fan.  23,  . 

3776. 

“  Voted,  That  Jonah  Bartlett, 
John  Langdon,  and  William  Whip¬ 
ple,  Efqrs.  be  and  hereby  are  ap¬ 
pointed  delegates  to  reprefent  this 
Colony  in  the  Continental  Congrefs 
at  Philadelphia,  for  the  term  of  one 
year  from  this  time,  any  one  of  them 
in  the  abfence  of  the  others  to  have 
full  power  to  reprefent  this  Colony, 
and  that  not  more  than  two  of  them 
attend  at  one  time. 

'  bent  up  for  concurrence, 

P .  White,  Speaker „ 
In  Council,  eodem  die . 

Read  and  concurred. 

E.  Thompson,  Secretary. 

.  A  true  copy  from  the  journal  of 
council.  *  i  = 

Attett.  E.  Thompson,  Secretary. ” 

A  letter  of  the  14th  from  General 
Wafhington,  inclofing  a  letter  from 
Lord  Drummond  to  Gen.  Robinfon, 
and  fundry  other  papers,  was  read. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
confideration  the  letter  from  General 
W'afhington  of  the  9th  inftant,  and 
the  trade  of  the  Colonies  after  the 
ill  of  March,  and  after  feme  time 
the  preiident  re  (limed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Ward  reported  that  the  commit¬ 
tee  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion, 
deft  red  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit 
again. 

Relolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will, 
to-morrow,  again  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
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nto  farther  confideration  the  letter  confideration  the^  letter  of  G  ^  ^ 
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from  General  Wafhmgton,  and  the 
trade  of  the  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  to-morrow. 
Friday,  March  i,  1776, 


Wafhmgton  of  the  14th,  with  the 
papers  enclofed. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  be  direded  to  treat  with  the 


Friday,  March  1,  1776.  ,  f  f  me  medicines  lately  im- 

A  letter  from  the  committee  or  owners  ot  hafe  the  famc  on 

fafety  of  New-Hampflnre,  with  a  ported,  ana^  fnr^Pnf,, 
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petition  from  the  faid  Colony,  and 
iun dry  other  papers  were  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  committee  ot  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  Braxton,  and  Mr.  franklin, 
i  A  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Falmouth  being  prefented  was  read. 

■  Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a 

committee  of  three. 

•  The  members  chofen,  Mr.  W . 
Livingfton,  Mr.  Read,  and  Mr.  Baca. 

A  letter  from  J.  Meafe,  com  miffary, 
with  Binary  queries  to  which  he  re- 
quefh  the  anfwers  of  Congrefs,  tnat 
he  may  know  how  to  conduct  in  the 
bufineis  intrufled  to  him,  was  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Rut¬ 
ledge,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Hewes. 

A  memorial  of  the  merchants, 
traders,  and  others,  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  was  prefented  and  read. 

..  Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole. 

The  general  affembiy  of  Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay  having  transmitted  to  Con¬ 
grefs  a  hate  of  the  accounts  of  their 
Colony  againft  the  continent. 

Refolved,  That  they  be  referred 
for  liquidation  to  the  committee  of 

'i  •  >- 

claim 


the  molt  reafonable  terms  for  the  ufe 
of  the  continent. 

Refolved,  That  Major-Gen.  Lee 
be  appointed  to  take  the  command  ot 
the  continental  forces  in  the  fouthern 
department. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  e- 
leaion  of  fix  brigadier-generals,  and. 
the  ballots  being  delivered  in  and  ex¬ 
amined  the  following  gentlemen  were 

John  Armitrong,  Efq;  William 
Thompfon,  Efq;  Andrew  Lewis, 
Efq;  James  Moore,  Efq;  the  Right 
Honourable  William,  Earl  of  Stir¬ 
ling  ;  Robert  Howe,  Elq; 

Refolved,  That  Brigadier-General 
Armitrong  be  directed  to  repair  to 
South-Carolina,  Brigadiers  Lewis  and 
Howe  to  Virginia,  and  Brigadier 
Moore  to  North-Carolina,  and  to 
take  the  command  of  the  forces  in 
thofe  refpedlive  Colonies,  until  they 
receive  further  orders  from  Congreis, 

or  a  fuperior  officer.  . 

Refolved,  That  Brigadier-General 
Thompfon  be  directed  to  repair  to 

New-York.  . 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  poit- 

poned,  ,  , 

Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  on  Monday  • 

Monday,  March  17 /&• 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Aliop  be  ap¬ 
pointed  a  member  of  the  committee 

i  .  .  .  1  _  I  o.mc 


■inis.  ;•  1  r  <  r  in  the  room  of  Mr.  l  ewis 

Refolved,  That  an  addition  o  J ,  ,,  anj  Mr.  Whipple  in 


thirty- four  dollars  a  month  be  added 
to  the  pay  of  Joieph  Read,  L  q; 
fecretary  to  General  Wafhington,  on 
account  of  the  extraordinary  fervices 
at  prefent  attending  that  office,  V 
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who  is  abfent,  and  Mr.  Whipple  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  who  de¬ 
fires  to  be  excuied  from  that  fervice. 

Refolved,  That  in  cafe  of  the  ab- 
fence  of  any  Handing  member  of  the 


it  prefent  attending  that  _oBice  v  Utee  of  claims>  the  delegates  of 

ealon  of  the  General  s  direaio  Colony  t0  which  he  belongs  be 

he  naval  department  irnp0wered  to  nominate  one  of  their 

Refolved,  That  Mongrels  P  ^  (o  aft  in  the  ftead  of  the  ab- 

d-morrow  refolve  Melt  into  a  coi  b  his  return, 

nittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  font  member,  tun  Sundry 
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Si.ndry  letters  and  papers  were  re- 
ceived  and  read,  viz. 

A  Jet  ter  from  the  convention  of 
New- York,  of  28th  February  inclof- 
ing  a  recommendation  of  gentlemen 
for  field  officers  of  the  fouAaualmns 
ordered  to  be  raifed  in  that  Colony. 

A  memorial  from  fundry  merchants 
of  Mon  treal. 

A  resolution  of  tlie  committee  of 
infpedion  for  the  county  of  Acco- 
mac. 

Two  letters  from  Brigadier- General 
Woofter  of  the  nth  and  13th  Feb 
with  feven  papers  enclofed. 

Two  from  Brigadier-General  Ar¬ 
nold,  of  the  ill  and  12th  of  fe- 
bruary. 

Four  from  General  Schuyler  of  the 
15th,  20th,  2 1  ft,  and  23d  of  the 
fame  month. 

One  from  General  Lee  of  the  29th. 
One  from  the  convention  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  of  the  8th. 

And  one  from  the  committee  of 
fafety  of  Pennfyl  vania. 

Refoived,  I  nat  the  memorial  from 
the  merchants  of  Montreal,  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  committee  of  five. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wil- 
fen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  W.  Li- 
vingfton,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  and  Mr. 
Tilghman. 

That  the  refolution  from  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  Accomac,  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  Con- 
grefs. 

That  the  letters  from  Major-Gene¬ 
rals  Lee  and  Schuyler,  and  from  Bri¬ 
gadier  Generals  Woofter  and  Arnold 
be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  inftruttions  for  the  com- 
miffioners  to  Canada. 

I  hat  the  of  her  letters  be  referred 
for  con fi deration  till  to-morrow. 

ri  he  committee  appointed  to  exa¬ 
mine  and  report  the  number  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  permits  granted  for 
exporting  produce,  &c.  brought  in 
their  report,  wJiich  was  taken  into 
con  federation,  whereupon, 

Reiolved,  That  the  reftraint  be 


taken  o ft,  which  by  a  refolve  of  the 
26th  of  laft  month  was  laid  upon 
veflels  loading  or  loaded  with  produce 
tor  Great-Britain,  Ireland  or  the 
BntUh  Welt-Indies,  in  conlequence 
of  permiffions  granted  for  arms  and 
ammunition  imported  into  thele  Co- 
lonies. 

Reiolved,  That  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  be  directed  with  all  pollible 
expedition  to  fend,  under  a  guard, 
ten  tons  of  powder  to  Cam  brio  ge  for 
tne  UiC  of  the  army  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  General  Wafhington. 

ddie  committee  to  whom  the  me¬ 
morial  from  lundry  inhabitants  of 
Northumberland,  and  the  petition 
iiom  the  inhabitants  near  Pitfburph 
were  referred,  brought  in  their  re¬ 
port  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  for 
the  perufal  or  the  members. 

Reiolved,  T  hat  Colonel  Belete, 
Major  Longevil,  and  Captain  Lot- 
tiniere,  three  of  ihe  Canadian  pri¬ 
mers  who  are  at  Briiloi  in  Penniyl- 
vania,  be  permitted  to  come  to  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  to  confer  with  the  com¬ 
mit  tee  on  prifoners. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  re¬ 
newed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuefday ,  March  5,  1776. 

Two  letters  from  General  Schuyler 
of  the  26th  and  27th  February,  with 
four  papers  inciofeJ,  among  which  a 
letter  from  James  Deane  to  General 
Schuyler  of  the  2pth  of  the  fame 
month. 

Refoived,  That  the  letter  from 
James  Deane  be  referred  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Rut¬ 
ledge,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  W. 
Livingfton. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  con fider- 
ation  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  memorial  from  the  inhabitants 
of  Northumberland,  &c.  where¬ 
upon, 

Refoived,  As  the  faid  memorial 
relates  1 nerely  to  dilputes  between  the 

memo- 
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memorialifts  and  other  inhabitants  of 
faid  county,  and  to  complaints  againlt 
juftices  of  the  peace  of  the  laid  coun¬ 
ty,  and  as  the  common  courts  of  ju¬ 
dicature,  and  efpecially  the  iegiflature 
of  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania  are  al¬ 
together  competent  for  remedying  the 
grievances  complained  or,  that  the 
faid  memorial  with  the  papers  there¬ 
with  delivered,  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
affembly  of  faid  Colony. 

The  Congrefs  then  reiolved  It  (elf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  letter  from 
General  Wafliington  of  tne  14th  of 
February,  and  the  papers  inclofed, 
and  after  fome  time  the  prefident  re¬ 
fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon 
reported,  that  the  committee  have 
had  under  confideration  the  letter 
and  papers  to  them  referred,  but  have 
come  to  no  refolution  thereon. 

Refolved,  That  the  letter  from 
General  Waihington,  fo  far  as  it  has 
not  been  confidered  by  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  be  referred  to  the  com¬ 
mittee,  to  whom  his  other  letters  of 
the  24th  and  30th  of  January  were 
referred. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  re¬ 
newed 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to  morrow. 

IVednefday ,  March  6,  1776. 

A  letter  from  General  Waihington 
of  the  26th  February  was  read. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to 
the  committee  to  whom  his  other  let¬ 
ters  are  referred. 

A  letter  from  J.  Palmer,  incloling 
a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  general 
affembly  of  Mafiachuletto-Bay  re- 
fpefting  lead,  was  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  31ft  of  July  lad, 
to  enquire  in  all  the  Colonies  after 
virgin-lead,  leaden  ore,  and  the  bed 
method  of  colle&ing,  fmelting,  and 
refining  it,  and  alio  the  cheapelt  and 
eafied  methods  of  making  fait  in  thele 
Colonies,  be  difcharged,  and  that 
the  bufinefs  of  the  laid  committee  be 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed 


on  the  23d  of  February  lad,  to  con- 
fider  of  farther  ways  and  means  of 
promoting  and  encouraging  the  ma¬ 
nufacture  of  falt-petre,  &c. 

Refolved,  That  the  letter  from  J. 
Palmer  with  the  inclofed.  report  be 
referred  to  the  lad  mentioned  com¬ 
mittee. 

A  letter  from  General  W alding¬ 
ton  dated  1 8th  and  2 id  of  February 
lad,  inclcfing  the  proceedings  of  a 
council  or  wfar,  was  read. 

Refolved,  That  Brigadier-Gene¬ 
ral  Thomas  be  appointed  to  command 
the  forces  in  Canada,  and  that  Ge¬ 
neral  Waihington  be  dire&ed  to  or¬ 
der  him  immediately  to  repair  to  that 
province. 

Refolved,  That  Brigadier-Gene¬ 
ral  Thomas  be  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  a  Major-General,  and  that  a 
commiilion  be  fent  to  him  accord- 
ingly. 

^Ordered,  That  the  prefident  ac¬ 
quaint  General  Waihington  by  ex- 
prefs  of  this  arrangement. 

Refolved,  As  fundry  members  of 
the  marine  committee  are  abfent, 
that  their  places  be  fupplied  by  Mr. 
Huntingdon  for  Conne&icut ;  Mr. 
Sergeant  for  New-jerfey  ;  Mr.  Har¬ 
rifon  for  Virginia  ;  and  Mr.  E.  Rut¬ 
ledge  for  Scuth-Carolina. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  commit¬ 
tee  be  directed  to  fend  five  tons  of 
powder  to  New- York  for  the  ufe  of 
the  continental  troops  there,  and  five 
tons  of  powder  to  the  Southern  De¬ 
partment  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  in 
laid  Department. 

That  the  laid  committee  be  dire  fl¬ 
ed  to  return  to  the  colony  of  Mary¬ 
land  the  powder  borrowed  by  Mr. 
Harrifon,  and  to  the  colony  of  New- 
York,  and  to  the  committee  of  fafety 
of  Pennfylvania  the  powder  borrowed 
of  them. 

That  the  faid  committee  be  direct¬ 
ed  to  deliver  to  the  delegates  of  the 
Delaware  government  one  ton  of 
powder,  for  which  they  are  to  be^ 
accountable,  and  to  the  del  egai.es  of 

New- 
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New-Jerfey  one  ton  cf  powder,  for 
which  that  Colony  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  the  preiident  in¬ 
form  General  Schuyler,  that  the 
Congrefs  judge  it  neceifary  he  fhould 
remain  at  Albany  to  make  the  pro¬ 
per  arrangements  refpedting  the  army 
deftined  for  Canada,  and  therefore 
that  he  eftablifh  his  head-quarters  at 
Albany  until  further  orders. 

Refolved,  That  Thomas  Bullet, 
Efq;  be  appointed  deputy-adjutant- 
general  in  the  Southern  Department, 
with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  Colo¬ 
nel  Wayne  the  arms  in  their  poflef- 
lion,  for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion, 
retaining  fo  many  as  will  be  nece/Tary 
for  the  guard  that  is  to  attend  the 
powder  to  Cambridge. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ic  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thurfday ,  March  7,  1 776. 

A  letter  from  General  Walhington 
of  the  9th  of  February,  and  a  letter 
from  General  Schuyler  of  the  23d  of 
the  fame  month,  were  received  and 
read. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  one 
hundred  thoufand  dollars  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  the 
delegates  of  Connecticut,  in  part  of 
the  money  advanced  by  faid  Colony 
on  account  of  the  continent ;  and 
that  the  faid  Colony  be  delired  to 
fend  forward  their  accounts  with  pro¬ 
per  vouchers,  in  order  for  liquida¬ 
tion  and  payment. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that 
Ifaac  Melchior,  on  the  evening  of 
Saturday  laft,  treated  the  '  prefident 
of  this  Congrefs  with  great  rudenefs, 
and  made  ufe  of  feveral  difre  peCtful 
and  contemptuous  expreflions  towards 
him  and  this  C  mgrcls. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  Ifaac  Mel¬ 
chior  attend  the  Congrefs  to-morrow 
morning  at  eleven  o’clock  to  anfwcr 
for  his  conduct. 

Refolved,  That  Edward  Hand, 
Efq;  be  promoted  to  be  colonel  of 


the  battalion  of  rifle-men  in  the  army 
at  Cambridge,  and  James  Chambers, 
Efq;  to  be  lieutenant-colonel  of  the 
fame. 

That  William  Winds,  Efq;  be 
promoted  to  be  colonel  of  the  firft 
New-Jerfey  battalion,  and  that  Mat¬ 
thias  Ogden,  Efq;  be  appointed 
lieutenant-colonel  of  the  fame. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  on 
qualifications  be  directed  to  fupply 
the  firft  and  third  New-Jerfey  batta¬ 
lions  with  proper  medicine  cheils 
and  inftruments. 

A  letter  from  Lord  Stirling,  with 
affidavits,  relative  to  the  capture  of 
the  Amboy  packet-boat,  was  laid 
before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to 
the  committee  to  whom  the  letters 
from  General  Walhington  were  re¬ 
ferred. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  let¬ 
ter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of 
New  Hampfhire  was  referred,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  there  is  due, 

To  Hall  and  Sellers,  for  printing 
the  continental  bills  of  credit,  the 
fum  of  1735.4  dollars. 

To  Frederick  Becking,  for  \  o?.  reams 
of  paper  for  the  continental  bills 
of  credit,  the  fum  of  707.2  dol¬ 
lars. 

To  the  eftate  of  David  Hall,  de* 
ceafed,  for  ftationary  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  Congrefs,  the  lum  of  50.6 

dollars. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  twenty  cords 
of  wood,  the  fum  of  80  dollars. 

To  WalloreMeng,  for  canteen  ftraps, 
the  fum  of  84.3  dollars. 

To  Jared  Tracey,  for  carrying  mo¬ 
ney  from  Philadelphia  to  Cam¬ 
bridge,  the  fum  of  26  dollars,  and 
that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to 
J ofiah  Bart  ett,  Elq. 

To  Binaries  on  certificates  for  provi- 
fions  furnilhed  feveral  rifle  compa¬ 
nies,  tne  fum  of  35.3  dollars,  and 
that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to 
John  Aifop,  Eiq.  To 


To  Thomas  Apty,  for  boarding  fe- 
veral  prifoners  taken  from  on  board 
the  Rebecca  and  Ann,  the  fum  of 
54.7  dollars. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  waggonage, 
the  fum  of  637.7  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts 
be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  to-mcrrow  be  a f- 
figned  for  electing  the  held  officers 
Of  the  four  battalions  ordered  to  be 
railed  in  the  colony  of  New- York. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  March  8,  1776. 
Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  field  officers  of  the  four  batta¬ 
lions,  ordered  to  be  railed  in  the  co¬ 
lony  of  Ncw-York  for  the  defence  of 
the  faid  colony,  and  the  ballots  being 
taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
chofen  :  Alexander  M‘Dougal,  Efq; 
colonel  of  the  ill  battalion  ;  Herman 
Zedwitz,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel  ; 
Jofeph  Benedict,  Efq;  major.  James 
Cli  ntoni  Efq;  colonel  of  the  2d  bat¬ 
talion  ;  Henry  B.  Livingfton,  Eiq; 
lieutenant-colonel ;  Peter  P.  Schuy¬ 
ler,  Efq;  major.  Frederick  Wiefen- 
fels,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel  of  the 
3d  battalion  ;  John  Either,  Efq;  ma¬ 
jor.  Cornelius  D.  Wynkoop,  Efq; 
colonel  of  the  4th  battalion  ;  Philip 
Courtlandt,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel ; 
John  Nicholfon,  Efq;  major. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that 
Mr.  Melchior  was  attending  agree¬ 
able  to  the  order  of  yefierday  : 
Ordered,  That  he  be  called  in. 

Mr.  Melchior  appearing,  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  charge  were  repeated 
to  him,  and  on  his  aifuring  the  lioufe 
of  his  not  remembering  his  having 
behaved  with  the  difrefpeft  mention¬ 
ed,  owing  to  the  particular  circuin- 
llances  he  happened  to  be  under,  and 
a  Iking  pardon  of  the  Congrefs  and 
Prefident  for  his  indecent  behaviour. 
Ordered,  That  in  confideration  of 
Mr.  Melchior’s  former  fervices  and 
his  prefen  1  conceffions,  he  be  difmi fi¬ 
fed  from  farther  attendance. 


The  committee  to  whom  the  let¬ 
ters  from  Major  General  Lee,  Ma¬ 
jor  General  Schuyler,  Brigadier  Ge¬ 
neral  Woofter,  and  Brigadier- Gene¬ 
ral  Arnold  were  referred,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration,  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  commiffioners 
appointed  to  go  to  Canada,  be  de- 
fired  to  inquire  into  the  caufe  of  the 
imprifonment  of  the  officers  of  militia 
in  that  country  and  others,  and  take 
fuch  meafures  in  concert  with  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  continental 
forces  there,  for  their  enlargement  or 
confinement,  as  are  confiftent  with 
the  principles  ofjuftice  and  the  fafety 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

That  the  provifions  made  by  Gene¬ 
ral  Lee  and  General  Schuyler  to  fup- 
ply  the  army  in  Canada  with  pork, 
the  direction  given  by  General  Lee 
to  have  wheat  ground  into  flour  for 
their  ufe,  and  his  contract  with  the 
company  of  carpenters  be  approved  ; 
and  that  Mr.  Peter  Zabriikie,  of 
Hackinfack,  be  employed  to  tranf- 
port  the  pork,  to  be  procured  in 
New-Jerfey,  to  Hudfon’s  river,  ac¬ 
cording  to  General  Schuyler’s  defire. 

That  when  the  articles  fipecified, 
in  the  rations  allowed  to  the  prifoners 
of  war,  cannot  be  procured,  the  per- 
fons  who  fupply  them  with  other  pro¬ 
vifions  be  in  titled  to  eight-pence. 
New- York  currency,  or  —  of  a  dol¬ 
lar  per  day  for  every  prifoner. 

*  That  Indians  be  not  employed  as 
foldiers  in  the  armies  of  the  United 
Colonies,  before  the  tribes,  to  which 
they  belong,  fihall  in  a  national  coun¬ 
cil,  held  in  the  cuftomary  manner, 
have  confented  thereunto,  nor  then 
without  exprefs  approbation  of  Con¬ 
grefs. 

That  General  Schuyler  be  direfled 
to  provide  fuch  a  number  of  batteaus 
for  the  fervice  in  Canada,  as  fihall  be 
fufficient  for  it. 

That  General  Schuyler  be  defired 
to  purchafe  the  cloth,  which  Mr. 
Henry  of  Albany  hath  for  tents. 

U  Re- 
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Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  inquire  and 
report  the  beft  ways  and  means  of 
fupplying  the  army  in  Canada  with 
provisions  and  neceftaries. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Wolcott,  and  Mr.  L.  Morris. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  ro,ooo 
dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in 
favour  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  contract  for  the  making  of  muf- 
quets,  the  faid  committee  to  be  ac¬ 
countable. 

A  letter  from  Colonel  Hazen,  of 
the  1 8th  of  February  la  ft,  inclofing 
an  account  and  eftimate  of  the  lOlTes 
he  has  fuftained,  was  received  and 
read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams,  who 
are  directed  to  examine  the  faid  ac¬ 
count,  and  report  upon  the  leveral 
articles. 

A  letter  from  Governor  Trumbull, 
of  the  2d,  and  a  letter  from  General 
Lee,  of  the  5th,  being  received, 
were  read. 

Adjourned  to  30  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday ,  March  9,  1776. 

Refolved,  That  a  letter  be  written 
to  General  Wafnington,  defiring  him 
to  fend  Captain  Connor,  of  the  rifle 
battalion  to  Philadelphia,  the  Con- 
grefs  having  occafion  to  employ  him 
in  the  Southern  Department. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  inftrudions  for  the  com  million - 
ers  going  to  Canada,  brought  in  a 
draught  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  for 
the  perufal  of  the  members. 

Two  petitions,  one  from  Stephen 
Decatur,  maft(  r  of  the  fchooncr 
L’Efperience,  and  one  from  John 
Baptifto  Hugonence,  mailer  of  the 
Tartar  the  Marc  Anthony,  were  pre- 
fented  to  Congrefs  and  read,  praying 
leave  to  export  certain  fpecies  of  pro¬ 
duce,  on  conditions  fpecified  in  their 
petitions. 

Refolved,  That  the  prayer  of  faid 
petitions  be  granted. 


Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
five  be  appointed  to  take  into  confi- 
deration  the  ftate  of  the  Colonies  in 
the  Southern  Department. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  John* 
fon,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  J  Adams,  Mr. 
Sergeant,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Refolved,  That  the  following  gen¬ 
tlemen  be  appointed  and  authorized 
to  ftgn  and  number  the  bills  of  credit 
of  four  millions  of  dollars,  now  emit¬ 
ting,  viz. 

Samuel  Morris,  John  Kaighn, 
Nicholas  Garrifon,  Jofeph  Watkins, 
Anthony  Morris,  Frederic  Kuhl, 
Matthew  Clarkfon,  John  Ord,  Wil¬ 
liam  Webb,  lfaac  Hazlehurft,  Tho¬ 
mas  Morris,  Mordecai  Lewis,  Cor¬ 
nelius  Barnes,  Jonathan  B.  Smith, 
Robert  Tucknifs,  Thomas  Coombe, 
Daniel  Clymer,  George  Campbell, 
Jofeph  Parker,  Robert  Evans,  Adam 
Hubly,  Joel  Evans,  John  Meafe, 
John  Purviance,  Robert  Hazlehurft,- 
Walter  Shee,  Jofeph  Redman,  Phi- 
neas  Bond,  William  Mailers,  John 
Salter,  John  Howard,  Thomas  Leech, 
Thomas  Smith,  Philip  Kinfey,  Ro¬ 
bert  Roberts,  lfaac  Howell,  James 
Milligan,  Tench  Tilghman,  Jofeph 
Bullock,  David  Duncan,  John  Shaw, 
jun.  James  Johnfon,  Benjamin  Bran- 
nan,  Samuel  Sellers,  lfaac  Pearfon, 
John  Sellers,  Benjamin  Jacobs,  Ifrael 
Wheeler,  jofiah  Hewes,  Andrew 
Tybout,  George  Douglafs,  Peter 
Stretch,  Samuel  C.  Morris,  Samuel 
Hillegas,  Nathan  Sellers,  George 
Gray,  jun.  James  Afh,  Samuel 
Mafley,  John  Williams,  and  William 
Coats. 

Refolved,  That  before  the  ftgners 
enter  upon  their  office,  tne.  fha.ll  re- 
fpedively  take  an  oath  or  affirmation 
before  any  magiftrate,  which  fhall 
be  filed  with  the  committee  of  trea- 
fury,  to  the  following  eft'e^l  ;  that 
they  fhall  well  and  truly  ftgn  and 
number  all  the  bills  to  be  delivered  to 
them  by  the  infpe&ors  of  the  prefs 
appointed  by  the  Congrefs,  and  the 
fame  lo  ftgned  and  numbered,  fhall 

deli- 
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deliver  or  caufe  to  be  delivered  to  the 
continental  treafurers,  or  one  of 
v  them. 

And  for  avoiding  the  dangers  from 
fire,  robbery,  or  negligence. 

Refolved,  That  the  inl'pr&ors  of 
the  prefs  fiiall  not  deliver  to  any  clafs 
of  ligners  more  than  two  parcels  of 
two  hundred  lheets  each,  to  be  in 
their  hands  at  any  one  time. 

Refolved,  That  no  oath  by  way  of 
tell  be  impofed  upon,  exacted,  or 
required  of  any  of  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  Colonies,  by  any  military  offi¬ 
cers. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  be  dire&ed  to  deliver  one  ton 
of  powder  to  the  delegates  of  Mary¬ 
land,  for  the  public  iervice  in  that 
Colony. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred  being  poflponed. 

Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  on  Mon¬ 
day  next. 

Monday ,  March  11,  1776, 

A  letter  from  Lord  Stirling  of  the 
8th  inclofing  three  papers  ;  and, 

A  letter  of  the  convention  of  New- 
York  of  the  7th,  inclofing  an  appli¬ 
cation  from  Patrick  Sinclair,  a  pri- 
foner,  for  leave  to  return  to  Europe, 
were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confi- 
deration  the  letter  from  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  Nevv-York,  and  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Sinclair. 

Refolved,  That  Patrick  Sinclair 
be  allowed  to  return  to  Europe. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  2500 
dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Alfop,  Mr.  Lewis, 
and  Mr.  Sherman,  to  enable  them  to 
pay  for  the  fhoes  purchafed  by  them 
for  the  Northern  army. 

Pvefolvea,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
General  Lee,  refpedting  the  ways 
and  means  of  defending  New- York. 

The  members  cho fen,  Mr.  R.  Lee, 
Mr.  Whipple,  and  Mr.  Rutledge. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due., 
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To  Benjamin  Town,  for  789  can¬ 
teens,  the  fum  of  341  9  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  on 
qualifications  be  dire/ted  to  provide 
fix  medicine  chefis  for  the  fix  Virginia 
battalions. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confider- 
ation  the  in  fir  unions  to  the  ccmmifi* 
fioners  going  to  Canada,  and  having 
Ipent  fome  time  thereon,  • 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  con- 
fideration  thereof  be  pofiponed  till  to 
morrow. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred 
being  pofiponed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 
cTueJday.J  March  12,  1776. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  20,000 
dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in 
favour  of  James  Meafe  commilfary, 
he  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Edmund  Cufiis, 
and  a  letter  from  the  committees  of 
Accomac  and  Northampton,  were 
prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
Congrefs. 

A  letter  from  fundry  inhabitants 

•  * 

of  Wefimoreland,  of  the  6th  lnflant* 
was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  Dr.  Hall  Jaekfon^ 
was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Congrefs  then  relumed  the 
confideration  of  the  infiru£tions  to  the 
commifiioners  going  to  Canada,  and 
after  fome  time  fpent  thereon. 

Refolved,  That  the  further  confi¬ 
deration  thereof  be  pofiponed  till  to 
morrow. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter 
from  Colonel  Moles  Hazen,  and  the 
report  of  perfons  appointed  to  fiate 
the  account  of  lofies  and  damages 
fuftained  by  him  in  Canada  were  re¬ 
ferred,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  read  as  follows. 

<c  It  appears  to  your  committee  that 
the  lofs  and  damages  fufiained  by  Co  o- 
U  2  n  ei 
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nel  Hazen  iji  Canada,  have  not  been 
eitimated  with  fufficient  accuracy  ; 
that  fome  of  the  articles  enumerated 
an  the  inventory  are  prefumed  to  be 
over-rated,  the  quantities  of  feveral 
others  reducible  to  exadnefs  in  num¬ 
ber,  weight  or  meafure,  are  not  a f- 
certained,  and  the  reafons  for  the 
knowledge  or  belief  of  any  of  them 
by  the  witnefles,  are  not  explicit 
enough  in  their  examinations ;  that 
although  the  grain,  grafs,  and  hay 
mentioned  in  the  account  are  admit¬ 
ted  by  Col.  Hazen,  in  his  letter,  to 
have  been  partly  deltroyed  by  the 
miniiterial  troops,  the  whole  value  is 
extended  ;  that  the  eftimates  of  the 
crops  are  fo  general,  it  cannot  be 
difcovered  by  what  rule  they  were 
formed,  or  to  what  ftandard  adjuded  ; 
that  the  damage  done  to  the  dwelling 
houl'e,  ftone-houfe,  out-houfes,  barn, 
and  farms,  are  not  particularifed  or 
fpecified ;  that  a  confiderable  part 
of  what  a  re-imburfement  is  claimed 
for,  is  houfehold-furniture,  wearing- 
apparel,  tools,  utenfils,  cables  and 
anchors,  fuggefted  to  have  been 
plundered  by  the  troops  of  the  United 
Colonies  and  Canadians,  who  joined 
them,  and  you  rcominittee  believe  that 
no  reparation  of  the  like  kind  hath 
yet  been  made  by  Congrefs  ;  and 
that  the  proht  which  might  have  been 
made  of  the  mills  and  houfes,  if  the 
owner  had  net  been  deprived  of  the 
ufe  of  them,  being  merely  contingent 
and  conjedural,  are  fuch  as  have  not 
ufually  been  made  good  in  iimilar 
cafes.7’  Whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  comrnillioners 
who  are  going  to  Canada  be  defired 
to  appoint  proper  perfons  to  examine, 
jftate,  and  fettle  an  account  of  the 
lofs  and  damage  Colonel  Hazen  hath 
fufcained  in  hh  property  and  pofleffions 
in  Canada,  by  the  forces  of  the 
United  Colonies,  and  to  report  the 
fame,  with  any  fpecial  matters  they 
may  think  fit,  to  Congrefs ;  annex¬ 
ing  to  their  reports,  the  efli mates, 
examinations  of  the  witneffes,  and 
lifter  papers  relative  thereto. 


Refolved,  That  if  any  of  the  genr 
tlemen  appointed  field-officers  in  the 
four  battalions  raifing  in  New-York, 
for  the  defence  of  that  Colony,  are 
provided  for  in  Canada,  they  be  di¬ 
rected  to  continue  there,  exercifing 
the  offices  to  which  they  are  ap¬ 
pointed,  and  that  others  be  eleded 
in  their  room  in  the  four  battalions 
aforefaid  ;  and  that  fuch  of  them  as 
are  not  provided  for  in  Canada,  be 
direded  immediately  to  repair  to  their 
refpedive  battalions. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred 
being  poflponed.  , 

Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednejday ,  March  13,  1  776. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of 
Rffex  in  New-Jerfey,  of  the 
and  a  letter  from  Captain  f.  Mac- 
pherfon  of  the  12th  were  laid  before 
Congrefs,  and  read, 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  1000 
dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers 
in  favour  of  Samuel  Fairlarnb,  con- 
trador  for  fupplying  Col.  Wayne’s 
battalion  with  rations,  he  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Refolved,  That  the  bills  drawn  by 
the  treafurers  of  North-Carolina,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  continental  troops  in 
that  Colony  be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecrei  commit¬ 
tee  be  direded  to  lupply  the  colony 
of  Maryland  with  500 lb.  of  pow¬ 
der,  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Cecil  county. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
feven  be  appointed  to  enquire  and  re¬ 
port  the  belt  ways  and  means  of  rai¬ 
ling  the  ncceffary  fupplies  to  defray 
the  exptnccs  of  the  war  for  the  prefent 
year,  over  and  above  the  emiflion  of 
bills  of  credit. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  John- 
fon,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr. 
Gerry,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Ward, 
and  Mr.  Wythe, 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due. 

To  fundries,  for  expen ces  incurred 

at  the  oration  in  memory  of  Gene¬ 
ral 


ral  Montgomery,  the  fum  of  94. 3 
dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought 
to  be  paid  to  Dr.  Franklin. 
Ordered*  That  the  fame  be  paid. 
The  committee  to  whom  the  me¬ 
morial  from  the  Indian  traders  at 
Montreal  was  referred,  brought  in 
their  report. 

The  Cormrefs  then  refolved  itfelf 

O 

into  a  committe  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  memorial  from 
the  merchants-,  .traders,  and  others, 
inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  the  me¬ 
morial  of  Edmund  Cuftis,  the  letters 
from  the  committees  of  Aceomac  and 
Northampton,  the  letters  from  Ge¬ 
neral  Wafhington,  and  the  Hate  of  the 
trade  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  af¬ 
ter  fome  time  the  prefident*  refumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  that 
the  committee  have  had  under  con¬ 
fideration  the  matters  referred  to  them, 
but  not  having  come  to  any  refolution 
defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit 


again. 
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Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will 
to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  to  take  into 
their  farther  confideration  the  matters 
heretofore  referred  to  them. 

Mr.  W.  Livingfton  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  refolution  for  ap 
pointing  a  fcilt,  which  was  granted. 

Refolved,  That  the  marine  com¬ 
mittee  be  impowered  to  purehafe  the 
armed  vefiel  now  in  the  river  Dela¬ 
ware,  on  the  moil  reafonable  terms, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  continent,  and 
that  her  deftination  be  left  to  the  laid 
committee. 

Refolved,  That  the  expences  of 
the  horfes  of  aids  decamp,  when  tra¬ 
velling  in  the  public  fervice,  be 
charged  to  the  account  of  the  United 
Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

'T'hurJ'day ,  March  14,  1776. 

The  committee  appointed  to  con¬ 
fer  with  General  Lee,  reipefting  the 
defence  of  New- York,  brought  in  their 
Report  which  was  read.  Whereupon. 

Refolved,  That  eight  thoufand 


men  be  ordered  for  the  defence 
the  colony  of  New-York. 

Refolved,  That  orders  ifTue  to  Co¬ 
lonel  Irwine,  Colonel  Shee,  and 
Colonel  Magaw,  of  the  Pennfylvania 
troops,  and  to  Colonel  Dayton  of  the 
New-Jerfey  troops,  to  march  imme¬ 
diately  with  their  refpedive  batta¬ 
lions  to  New-York,  and  put  them- 
felves  under  the  direction  of  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  there. 

A  letter  from  General  Prefcot  of 
the  14th,  was  laid  before  Congrefs 
and  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  on 
prifoners  be  direded  to  confer  with 
General  Prefcot  on  the  fubjedl  of  the 
letter  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  feveral  affemblies,  con¬ 
ventions,  and  committees  or  councils 
of  fafety,  of  the  United  Colonies, 
immediately  to  caufe  all  per  Tons  to 
be  difaimed  within  their  refpedive 
Colonies,  who  are  notoricufly  difaf- 
feded  to  the  caufe  of  America,  or 
who  have  not  afi'ociated,  and  fhall 
refufe  to  affiociate  to  defend  by  arms 
thefe  United  Colonies  again  ft  the 
hoftile  attempts  of  the  Britifh  fleets 
and  armies  ;  and  to  apply  the  arms 
taken  from  luch  perfons  in  each  ref¬ 
pedive  Colony,  in  the  ftrft  place,  to 
the  arming  the  continental  troops 
raifed  in  laid  Colony,  in  the  next,  to 
the  arming  fuch  troops  as  are  raifed 
by  the  Colony  for  its  own  defence, 
and  the  relid ue  to  be  applied  to  the 
arming  the  aftbciators  ;  that  the  arms 
when  taken  be  appraiied  by  indif¬ 
ferent  perfons,  and  fuch  as  are  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  arming  the  continental 
troops  be  paid  lor  by  Congrefs,  and 
the  refid  ue  by  the  refpedive  affem¬ 
blies,  conventions,  or  councils  or 
committees  of  fafety  : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  fore¬ 
going  rclol  don  he  tranlmitted  by 
the  deleg v  es  of  each  Colony  to  their 
refpedive  aflemblies,  cmventions,  or 
councils  or  committees  of  fafety. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due.  To 
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To  William  Hencher,  for  waggon 
hiie  in  conveying  Captain  Steven- 
fon  s  baggage,  &c.  to  Cambridge, 
tne  fum  of  58.3  dollars,  and  that 
the  lame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Mo* 
fes  Hunter. 

To  Rachel  Stlile,  for  boarding  feve- 
ral  officers  prifoners  to  the  8th  of 
March  inftant,  the  fum  of  224.7 
dollars. 

To  Jofeph  Fineur,  for  five  hundred 
and  eleven  tin  cartouch  boxes,  the 
fum  of  221.4  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts 
be  paid. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred 
being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday ,  March  15,  1776. 
Sundry  letters  being  received  were 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  General  Waffiington  of 
the  7th,  with  two  papers  enc'ofed, 
with  a  number  of  intercepted  letters. 

Two  from  Lord  Stirling  of  the 
12th  and  13th. 

One  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Al¬ 
len  of  the  1 3th. 

One  from  the  convention  of  New- 
York  ;  and. 

One  from  General  Schuyler  of  the 
6th. 

Refolved,  That  the  expences  of  the 
horfes  of  general  officers,  when  tra¬ 
velling  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent, 
be  defrayed  by  the  United  Colonies. 

Refolved,  That  four  muffiets  and 
bayonets  be  lent  to  the  delegates  of 
Virginia  for  the  ufe  of  the  guards 
that  accompany  the  powder  fent  to 
that  Colony. 

The  Congrefs  refolved  itfclf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
confideration  the  date  of  New-York, 
and  after  forne  time  the  prefident  re- 
fumed  tne  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon 
reported  that  the  committee  have 
come  to  certain  refoiutions,  which 
they  directed  him  to  lay  before  Con- 
grei  ,  which  being  done. 

ReiOiVed,  That  Captain  Nelfon 
with  his  rifle  company  be  dire&ed 


immediately  to  repair  to  New- 

York. 

^  Refolved,  That  the  Governor  of 
Connecticut,  the  conventions  or 
councils  or  committees  of  fafetv  of 
New-Y  oi  k  and  New-Jerfey  be  re¬ 
fuelled  to  hold  their  militia  in  readi- 
nefs  to  march  in  fuch  numbers  and  at 
fuch  times  for  the  defence  of  New- 
York,  as  the  continental  commander 
at  New-York  fhali  defire  ;  and  that 
the  pay  of  the  militias  called  to  the 
defence  of  New-York  be  the  fame  as 
that  of  the  continental  troops  raifed 
and  employed  in  the  middle  depart¬ 
ment,  to  commence  from  the  time 
they  begin  their  march. 

Reiolved,  That  Lord  Sterling  be 
dire&ed  to  order  the  troops  deftined 
for  Canada  to  proceed  on  their  march, 
agreeable  to  their  former  orders. 

i  he  matters  to  this  day  referred 
being  poflponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to- morrow’’. 

Saturday,  March  16,  17 76. 

A  letter  from  Lord  Stirling  of  the 
14th,  inclofing  a  copy  of  general  or¬ 
ders  for  the  defence  of  New- York 
was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  a  letter  be  written, 
to  Lord  Stirling,  dire&ing  him  im¬ 
mediately  to  fend  forward  the  powder 
deltined  for  Cambridge,  unlefs  he 
has  received  exprefs  advice  from  Ge¬ 
neral  Waffiington,  that  the  enemy’s 
fleet  and  army  have  failed  out  of  the 
harbour  of  Bolton. 

Refolved,  That  the  account  of 
Mr.  Price  of  Canada  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  claims. 

A  petition  from  Coquataginta  or 
Captain  White  Eyes,  was  prefented 
to  Congrefs  and  read, 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  L. 
Morris,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Refolved,  That  Captain  Duncan 
Campbell,  a  prifoner  at  Lancalter, 
be  permitted  to  come  to  Philadelphia 
to  meet  his  wife  and  children,  and 
there  refide  till  further  orders. 

Mr, 


s 


(  *55  ) 


Mr.  W.  Livmgfton,  purfuant  to 
leave  granted,  brought  in  a  refolu- 
tion  for  appointing  a  fad,  which 
being  taken  into  confideration,  was 
agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

In  times  of  impending  calamity 
and  diftrefs  :  when  the  Liberties  of 
America  are  imminently  endangered 
by  the  fecret  machinations  and  open 
aifaults  of  an  inhdious  and  vindictive 
adminiftration,  it  becomes  the  indii- 
penfible  duty  of  thefe,  hitherto  free 
and  happy  Colonies,  with  true  peni¬ 
tence  of  heart,  and  the  mod  reve¬ 
rent  devotion,  publickiy  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  over-ruling  providence  of 
God  :  to  confefs  and  deplore  our 
offences  againd  him  ;  and  to  fuppli- 
cate  his  interpofition  for  averting  the 
threatened  danger,  and  profpering 
our  drenuous  efforts  in  the  caufe  of 
freedom,  virtue,  and  poderity. 

The  Congrefs,  therefore,  confider- 
ing  the  warlike  preparations  of  the 
Britifh  minidry  to  fubvert  our  inva¬ 
luable  rights  and  privileges,  and  to 
reduce  us  by  fire  and  fword,  by 
the  favages  of  the  wildernefs,  and 
our  own  domeftics,  to  the  mod  abjeCt 
and  ignominious  bondage  :  defirous, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  have  people  of 
all  ranks  and  degrees,  duly  impreffed 
with  a  folemn  fenfe  of  God’s  fuper- 
intending  providence,  and  of  their 
duty,  devoutly  to  rely  in  all  their 
lawful  enterprizes  on  his  aid  and  di¬ 
rection- — do  earnedly  recommend, 
that  Friday,  the  17th  day  of  May 
next,  be  obferved  by  the  faid  Colo¬ 
nies  as  a  day  of  humiliation,  fading, 
and  prayer  ;  that  we  may  with  united 
hearts  confefs  and  bewail  our  mani¬ 
fold  fins  and  tranfgrefiions,  and  by  a 
fincere  repentance  and  amendment  of 
life,  appeafe  his  righteous  difplealure, 
and  through  the  merits  and  mediation 
of  Jefus  Chrid,  obtain  his  pardon 
and  forgivenefs  ;  humbly  imploring 
his  affi dance  to  frudrate  the  cruel  pur- 
pofes  of  our  unnatural  enemies  ;  and 
by  inclining  their  hearts  to  judice  and 
benevolence,  prevent  the  further  ef* 


fufion  of  kindred  blood.  But  if, 
continuing  deaf  to  the  voice  of  reafon 
and  humanity,  and  inflexibly  bent  on 
defolation  and  war,  they  condrain  us 
to  repel  their  hodile  invafions  by  open 
refidance,  that  it  may  pleafe  the  Lord 
of  Hods,  the  God  of  Armies,  to 
animate  our  officers  and  foldiers  with 
invincible  fortitude,  to  guard  and 
protect  them  in  the  day  of  battle,  and 
to  crown  the  continental  arms  by  fea 
and  land  with  victory  and  fuccefs  : 
earnedly  befeeching  him  to  blefs  our 
civil  rulers,  and  the  reprefen  tatives  of 
the  people,  in  their  feveral  affemblies 
and  conventions  ;  to  preferve  and 
drengthen  their  union,  to  inf  ire 
them  with  an  ardent  difintereded  love 
of  their  country  :  to  give  vvifdom  and 
liability  to  their  councils ;  and  direCt 
them  to  the  mod  efficacious  meafures 
for  eltablifhing  the  rights  of  America 
on  the  mod  honourable  and  perma¬ 
nent  bafis - that  he  would  be  pra- 
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cioufiy  p’eafed  to  blefs  all  his  people 
in  thefe  Colonies  with  health  and 
plenty,  and  grant  that  a  fpirit  of  in¬ 
corruptible  partriotifm,  and  of  pure 
undefiled  religion,  may  universally 
prevail  ;  and  this  continent  be  fpee- 
dily  redored  to  the  bleffings  of  peace 
and  liberty,  and  enabled  to  tranfmit 
them  inviolate  to  the  lated  poderity. 
And  it  is  recommended  to  chriftians 
of  all  denominations  to  affemble  for 
public  worfhip,  and  abdain  from  fer- 
vile  labour  on  the  faid  day. 

Refolved,  That  another  brigadier- 
general  be  appointed  in  the  continen¬ 
tal  armv. 

J 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  exa- 
amined,  the  Baron  de  Woedtke  was 
eleCted. 

Refolved,  That  Frederic  William, 
Baron  de  de  Woedtke,  appointed 
Brigadier-General  in  the  army  of 
the  United  Colonies,  be  ordered  im¬ 
mediately  to  repair  to  New- York, 
there  to  remain  until  the  commiflion- 
ers  appointed  to  go  into  Canada  ffiall 
reach  that  Colony  :  and  that  he  be 
directed  to  join  and  accompany  them 

into 
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into  Canada,  and  there  ferve  under 
the  commander  of  the  continental 
troops  in  that  province. 

Refolved,  That  Carpenter  Whar¬ 
ton  continue,  agreeable  to  his  con- 
tradt,  to  fupply  with  rations  the  Penn- 
fylvania  battalions  ferving  in  New- 
York. 

A  petition  from  Jofeph  Blewers, 
and  Daniel  Robinfon  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  their  farther  confideration 
the  memorial  from  the  merchants, 
traders,  and  others,  inhabitants  of 
Philadelphia,  the  memorial  from 
Edmund  Cuftis,  and  the  letters  from 
the  committees  of  Accomac  and 
Northampton,  and  the  petition  from 
Jofeph  Blewer  and  Daniel  Robinfon, 
Sec.  and  after  fome  tkne  the  prefi- 
dent  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Harrifon  reported  that  the  committee 
have  had  under  confideration  the 
matters  to  them  referred,  but  not 
having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defired 
him  to  move  for  leave  to  lit  again. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will 
on  Mondav  next  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
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committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
their  farther  confideration  the  matters 
referred  to  them. 

Adjourned  to  i  o  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday ,  March  i  8 ,  1776. 

Refolved,  That  the  rreafurers  be 
directed  to  lay  on  the  table  an  account 
of  the  filver  and  gold  coin  in  the 
treafury. 

Refolved,  That  Monf.  Arundel  be 
directed  to  rep  dr  to  the  fouthern  de¬ 
partment,  and  put  himfelf  under  the 
command  of  General  Lee;  and  that 
General  Lee,  if  he  find  him  capable, 
be  directed  to  employ  him  in  the 
artillery  fervicc. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  20,000 
dollars  be  drawn  on  rh  treafurers  in 
favour  ot  Mr.  James  Meafe,  to  be 
applied  to  the  procuring  neceflarics. 


and  to  the  payment  of  the  fubfiftence 
oi  the  Pennfylvania  battalions ;  and 
tnat  the  colonels  be  directed  to  ac¬ 
count  with  Mr.  Meale  for  the  feveral 
fums  advanced  to  them. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  take 
into  their  farther  confideration  the 
memorial  from  the  merchants,  traders, 
and  others,  inhabitants  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  the  memorial  of  Edmund  Cuf- 
tis,  the  letters  from  the  committees 
of  Accomac  and  Northampton,  and 
the  petition  of  jofeph  Blewer  and 
Daniel  Robinfon,  and  after  fome 
time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that  the 
committee  have  had  under  confidera¬ 
tion  the  matters  to  them  referred, 
and  have  come  to  fundry  refolutions, 
but  that  not  having  concluded,  they 
defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit 
again. 

Mr.  Henry  not  having  accepted 
the  commiiTion  of  colonel,  the  Con¬ 
grefs  proceeded  to  the  eleaion  of  a 
colonel  for  the  firft  Virginia  batta¬ 
lion,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

William  Chriftian,  Efq;  formerly 
lieutenant-colonel  in  faid  battalion, 
was  elefted  colonel ;  and  Francis 
Eppes,  Efq;  formerly  major,  was 
elected  lieutenant-colonel ;  and  John 
Green,  Efq;  was  ele6ted  major. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will 
to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into 
their  farther  confideration  the  matters 
referred  to  them. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to  morrow. 

::  uc.fday ,  March  19,  1776. 

Refolved,  That  Monf.  Dohicky 
Arundel  be  appointed  a  captain  of 
artillery  in  the  continental  fervice. 

That  General  Lee  be  directed  to  fet 
on  foot  the  railing  a  company  of  ar¬ 
tillery,  and  that  it  be  recommended 
to  the  convention  or  committee  of 
fafety  of  Virginia,  to  appoint  the 
other  ohicers  of  the  faid  company  of 
artillery.  . 

A  letter  of  the  15  th  from  Colonel 

Dayton 
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Dayton  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  committees  of  Acromac  and 
j-ead.  amp  ton,  and  the  petition  of  Jofeph 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  Blevver  and  Daniel  Robinfon,  and 
the  committee  for  procuring  mufkets.  after  fome  time  the  president  relumed 
A  letter  of  the  17th  from  the  con-  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harmon  repotted 
vention  of  New-Jerfey  was  laid  be-  that  the  committee  have  had  nnder 
fore  Congrefs  and  read.  consideration  the  matters  to  tnem  ie- 

Re folved.  That  Captain  Woolver-  ferred,  and  have  come  to  fund ry  re- 
ton  with  his  company  be  taken  into  foliations,  which  they  diredled  him  to 
the  fervice  of  the  United  Colonies ;  lay  before  Congrefs. 
and  that  he  be  dire&ed  to  repair  with  The  report  of  the  committee  being 
his  company  as  foon  as  properly  armed  read, 

and  accoutered,  to  New-York,  and  Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
put  himfejf  under  the  commanding  three  be  appointed  to  draw  a  declara- 
officer  there  ;  and  that  the  pay  of  tion  purfuant  to  faid  report,  and  lay 
Captain  Woolverton’s  company  com-  the  lame  before  Congrefs. 
mence  from  the  time  they  are  provided  The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe, 
with  arms  and  accoutrements.  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Wilion.^ 

A  letter  from  Colonel  Beletre,  a  Refolved,  That  it  be  an  indrudtion 
Canadian  prifoner,  and  fundry  let-  to  faid  committee  to  receive  and^  in¬ 
ters  from  Cameron  and  Smith  were  fert  a  claufe  or  ciauies,  that  <c  all 
rea(p  feamen  and  mariners  on  board  of  mer- 

Refolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  chant  fhips  and  velfeis,  taken  and 
the  committee  on  priioners.  condemned  as  prizes,  (hall  be  intitled 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  com-  to  their  pay,  according  to  the  terms 
mittee  be  directed  to  fupply  Captain  of  their  contract,  until  the  time  of 
Barry  of  the  Brig  Lexington  with  one  condemnation. 

ton  of  powder.  The  committee  to  whom  the  letter 

Ordered,  That  the  committee,  to  and  queries  of  Mr.  Meale  were  re- 
whom  was  referred  the  date  and  fi-  ferred,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
tuation  of  the  prifoners  at  Trenton,  was  read. 

report  thereon  as  foon  as  poffible.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  250,000  Refolved,  That  Mr.  Whipple  be 
dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay-malter-  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine 
general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  un-  committee,  ana  oi  the  committee  foi 
der  the  immediate  command  of  Gen.  receiving  the  applications  and  exa- 
Wafhmgton.  mining  the  qualifLauons  of  gemle- 

That  the  fum  of  50,000  dollars  be  men  applying  for  oHces  m  the  conti- 
fent  to  General  Schuyler,  for  the  ufe  nental  fervice. 

of  the  army  under  his  command.  The  committee  to  whom  the  letters 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre-  from  General  Wafhington  of  the  .  ,th 
pare  indruhfions  to  the  commiffioners  ami  26th  February  lad,  and  the  let- 
going  to  Canada,  brought  in  a  ters  from  Lord  Stirling  Oi  tne  fame 
draught  of  farther  indrucfions,  and  month  were  referred,  brought  in  theii 
of  a  commifiion,  which  was  read.  report,  which  was  read,  and  the 
The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  fame  being  taken  into  coniioei  ation, 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  Refolved,  1  hat  the  iird  part  tneic- 
take  into  their  farther  consideration  of  be  re-committed, 
the  memorial  from  the  merchants,  Refolved,  That  the  value  o  ti  e 
traders,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  pafiagc  boat  h  o«k,  be  made  goo 
Philadelphia,  the  memorial  from  Ed-  to  Michael  Kearney,  jun.  tne  owner 
mund  Cuftis,  the  letters  from  the  thereof ;  it  appearing  that  ihe  was 

X  . 


impreffed  into  the  continental  fervice, 
and  employed  in  taking  the  IhipBlue 
Mountain  Valley,  and  for  that  reafon 
afterwards  feized  and  detained  by  or¬ 
der  of  Captain  Parker,  commander 
of  the  Britifh  fhip  of  war,  Phoenix; 
and  that  Lord  Stirling  be  defircd  to 
appoint  proper  perfons  to  value  faid 
boat,  and  report  fuch  valuation  to 
Congrefs. 

Relolved,  That  a  member  be  e- 
lebted  for  the  fecret  committee  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  who  is'ab- 
fent. 

The  ballots  being  taken. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  was  elected. 
Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  to-morrow. 
Wednejday ,  March  20,  1776. 

A  letter  from  Lord  Stirling  of  the 
16th,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read. 

Relolved,  That  three  members  be 
eleded  for  the  committee  appointed 
to  cor.fider  the  propriety  of  a  war- 
office  in  the  room  of  three,  who  are 
neceftarily  abfent. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  John  Ton. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  3000 
dollars  be  advanced  to  Col.  Magavv 
for  the  purpofe  of  purchafing  fire 
arms  for  his  battalion,  he  to  be  ac¬ 
countable. 

The  Congrefs  re  fumed  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  inftrudlions  and  com- 
miffiion  to  the  deputies  orcommifllon- 
ers  going  to  Canada,  and  the  fame 
being  debated  by  paragraphs,  were 
agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

INSTRUCTIONS,  E*. 

Gentlemen, 

You  are  with  all  convenient  dif- 
patch  to  repair  to  Canada,  and  make 
'known  to  the  people  of  that  country, 
the  wifhes  and  intentions  of  the  Con¬ 
grefs- with  refped  to  them. 

Reprefent  to  them  that  the  arms 
of  the  United  Colonics  having  been 
carried  into  that  province  for  the  pur¬ 
pofe  of  fruflrating  the  deligns  of  the 
Britifh  court  againfl  our  common  li¬ 
berties,  we  expeft  not  only  to  defeat 
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the  hoflile  machinations  of  Governor 
Carleton  again  ft  us,  but  that  we  fhall 
put  it  into  the  power  of  our  Canadian 
brethren  to  purfue  fuch  meafures  for 
fecuring  their  own  freedom  and  hap- 
pmefs,  as  a  generous  love  of  liberty 
and  found  policy  fhall  diclate  to  them. 

Inform  them,  that  in  our  judgment 
then  interefts  and  ours  are  infeparably 
united  ;  that  it  is  impoftible  we  can 
be  reduced  to  a  fervile  fubmiftion  to 
Great  Britain  without  their  fharing 
0111  fate  :  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
we  fhall  obtain,  as  we  doubt  not  we 
1  n a  1  ] ,  a  full  eftablifhment  of  our 
rights,  it  depends  wholly  on  their 
choice,  whether  they  will  participate 
with  us  in  thofe  bleifings,  or  ftill  re¬ 
main  lubjecl  to  every  aft  of  tyranny, 
which  Britifh  miniilers  fhall  pleafe  to 
exercife  over  them.  Urge  all  fuch 
arguments,  as  your  prudence  fhall 
fuggejr,  to  m force  our  opinions  con¬ 
cerning  the  mutual  intereftof  the  two 
countries,  and  to  convince  them  of 
the  impoflibility  of  the  war  being 
concluded  to  the  difadvantage  of  thefe 
Colonies,  if  we  wifely  and  vigorou fly 
co-operate  with  each  other. 

To  convince  them  of  the  upright-  * 
nefs  of  our  intentions  towards  them, 
you  are  to  declare  that  it  is  our  ini 
clination,  that  the  people  of  Canada 
m mt  up  fuch  a  form  of  govern¬ 
ment,  as  will  be  moft  likely,  in  their 
judgment,  to  produce  their  happi- 
nefs  :  and  you  are  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms  to  allure  them,  that  it  is  our 
earneft  defirc  to  adopt  them  into  our 
Union,  as  a  fifter  Colony,  and  to  fe- 
cure  the  fame  general  fyilem  of  mild 
and  equal  laws  for  them  and  for  our- 
ldves,  with  only  fuch  local  differences 
as  may  be  agreeable  to  each  Colony 
respectively. 

Afture  the  people  of  Canada,  that 
we  have  no  apprehension  that  the 
French  will  take  any  part  with  Great 
Britain,  but  that  it  is  their  intereft, 
and  ue  have  realon  to  believe  their 
inclination  to  cultivate  a  friendly  in¬ 
tercourse  with  thefe  Colonics. 

You 
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You  are  from  this,  and  fuch  other 
reafons  as  may  appear  moll  proper, 
to  urge  the  neceffity  the  people  are 
under  of  immediately  taking  fome 
decifive  hep,  to  put  themfelves  under 
the  protection  of  the  United  Colonies. 
For  expediting  fuch  a  meafure,  you 
are  to  explain  to  them  our  method  of 
collecting  the  fenfe  of  the  people,  and 
conducting  our  affairs  regularly  by 
committees  of  obfervation  and  infpee- 
tion  in  the  feveral  dihriCts,  and  by 
conventions  and  committees  of  mfety 
in  the  feveral  Colonies.  Recommend 
thefe  modes  to  them.  Explain  to 
them  the  nature  and  principles  of  go¬ 
vernment  among  freemen ;  develop¬ 
ing,  in  contrail  to  thofe,  the  bale, 
cruel,  and  infidious  defigns  involved 
in  the  late  aCl  of  parliament,  for 
making  a  more  effectual  provifion  for 
the  government  of  the  province  of 
Quebec.  Endeavour  to  himulate 
them  by  motives  of  glory  as  well  as 
intereh,  to  alfume  a  part  in  a  conteh, 
by  which  they  muff  be  deeply  affeCl- 
ed,  and  to  afpire  to  a  portion  of  that 
power,  by  which  they  are  ruled,  and 
not  to  remain  the  mere  fpoils  and 
prey  of  conquerors  and  lords. 

You  are  further  to  declare,  that  we 
hold  facred  the  rights  of  confcience, 
and  may  promife  to  the  whole  peo¬ 
ple,  folemnly  in  our  name,  the  free 
and  undiilurbed  exercife  of  their  reli¬ 
gion,  and  to  the  clergy  the  full,  per- 
feCl,  and  peaceable  enjoyment  of  all 
their  eftates  ;  that  the  government  of 
every  thing  relating  to  their  religion 
and  clergy,  fhall  be  left  intirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  good  people  of  that 
province,  and  fuch  iegidature  as  they 
fhall  conilitute  ;  provided,  however, 
that  all  other  denominations  ofChrif- 
tians  be  equally  intitled  to  hoid  offi¬ 
ces,  and  enjoy  civil  privileges,  and 
the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and 
be  totally  exempt  from  the  payment 
of  any  tithes  or  taxes  for  the  fupport 
of  any  religion. 

Inform  them  that  you  are  veiled  by 
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this  Congrefs  with  full  powers  tQ 
effeCt  thefe  purpoies  ;  and  therefore 
prefs  them  to  have  a  complete  repre- 
fentation  of  the  people  affembled  in 
convention  with  all  poffib'e  expedi¬ 
tion,  to  deliberate  concerning  the 
effablifhment  of  a  form  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  a  union  with  the  United 
Colonies.  As  to  the  terms  of  union, 
inlift  on  the  propriety  of  their  bemg 
fimilar  to  thofe  on  which  the  other 
Colonies  unite.  Should  they  objeCb 
to  this,  report  to  this  Congrefs  the 
objections,  and  the  terms  on  which 
alone  they  will  come  into  our  union. 
Should  they  agree  to  our  terms,  you 
are  to  premile  in  the  names  of  the 
United  Colonies,  that  we  will  defend 
and  proteCt  the  people  of  Canada 
againit  all  enemies,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  we  w'ill  defend  and  proteCt  any 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

You  are  to  eftablifh  a  free  prefs, 
and  to  give  directions  for  the  frequent 
publication  of  fuch  pieces  as  may  be 
of  fervice  to  the  caufe  of  the  United 
Colonies. 

You  are  to  fettle  all  difputes  be¬ 
tween  the  Canadians  and  the  conti¬ 
nental  troops,  and  to  make  fuch  re¬ 
gulations  relating  thereto,  as  you 
lhall  judge  proper. 

You  are  to  make  a  ftriCt  and  im¬ 
partial  inquiry  into  the  caule  ot  the 
imprifonment  of  Colonel  Du  Free, 
Lieutenant  -  Colonel  Nefeu,  Major 
St,  George  Du  Pree,  and  Major 
Gray,  officers  of  the  militia,  and  of 
John  Frazer,  Elq;  late  a  judge  of 
the  police  at  Montreal,  and  take  fuch 
orders  concerning  them  as  you  lhall 
judge  moft  proper. 

In  reforming  any  abufes  you  may 
obferve  in  Canada,  eilablilhing  and 
enforcing  regulations  for  prefervation 
of  peace  and  good  order  there,  and 
compofing  differences  between  the 
troops  of  the  United  Colonies  and 
the  Canadians,  all  officers  and  iol- 
diers  are  required  to  yield  obedience 
to  you ;  and  to  enforce  the  decifions 
X  2  that 
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that  you  or  any  two  of  you  may  make, 
you  are  impowered  to  fufpend  any 
military  offi  ci  from  the  exereife  of 
hi  C(  in  million,  till  the  pleafure  of 
the  Congrefs  fhall  be  known,  if  you 
cr  any  two  of  you  (hall  think  it  ex¬ 
pedient. 

Y  u  are  alfo  empowered  to  fit  and 
vote  as  members  of  councils  of  war, 
in  directing  fortifications  and  defences 
to  be  made,  oi  to  be  demolifhed,  by 
land  or  by  water  ;  and  to  draw  orders 
on  the  preiident  for  any  funis  of  mo¬ 
ney,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thou- 
fand  dollars  in  the  whole,  to  defray 
the  expence  of  the  works. 

I  allly.  You  are,  by  all  the  means 
you  can  ufe,  to  promote  the  execution 
of  the  refolutions  now  made,  or  here¬ 
after  to  be  made  in  Congrefs. 

On  motion  Refolved,  That  the 
following  additional  inftruttions  be 
given  to  the  commiilioners  aforefaid. 

You  are  impowered  and  directed  to 
promote  and  encourage  the  trade  of 
Canada  with  the  Indian  nations,  and 
to  grant  palfports  for  the  carrying  it 
on,  as  far  as  it  may  confilt  with  the 
Jaf  ty  of  the  troops,  and  the  public 
good. 

You  are  alfo  dkedled  and  authoriCd 
to  allure  the  inhabitants  of  Canada, 
that  their  commerce  with  foreign  na¬ 
tions  fiiall  in  all  refpects  be  put  upon 
an  equal  footingwith,  and  encouraged 
and  protected  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 

You  are  alfo  directed  to  ufe  every 
wife  and  prudent  meafure  to  introduce 
and  give  credit  and  circulation  to  the 
continental  money  in  Canada. 

In  cafe  the  former  refolution  of 
Congrefs  rclpefting  the  Englifh  Ame¬ 
rican  troops  in  Canada  has  not  been 
carried  into  cfFedl,  you  are  diredled 
to  ufe  your  beft  endeavours  for  form¬ 
ing  a  battalion  of  the  New-York 
troops  in  that  country,  and  to  appoint 
the  field  and  other  officers  out  of  the 
gentlemen  who  have  continued  there 
during  the  campaign,  according  to 
their  icfpcfrive  ranks  and  merit. 


And  if  it  fhould  be  found  impractica¬ 
ble,  you  are  to  direct  fuch  of  them  as 
are  provided  for  in  the  four  battalions 
now  raifing  in  New-York,  to  repair 
to  their  re fpcCive  corps.  To  enable 
you  to  carry  this  refolution  into  efteft, 
you  are  furnifhed  with  blank  com- 
mifiions  figned  by  the  prefident. 

Refolved,  That  the  memorial  from 
the  Indian  traders  redding  at  Mon¬ 
treal  be  delivered  to  the  commiflionerS 
going  to  Canada. 

The  draught  of  the  commiflicn  be¬ 
ing  taken  into  confideration,  and  de¬ 
bated  by  paragraphs  was  agreed  to 
as  follows : 

The  delegates  of  the  United  Colo¬ 
nies  of  Neiv-Hampfhire,  &c.  to 
Benjamin  Franklin,  L.UD.  member 
of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at 
Paris,  F.  R.  S.  &c.  &c.  one  of  the 
delegates  of  the  colony  of  Pcnnfylva- 
nia,  Samuel  Chafe,  F fq ;  one  of  the 
delegates  of  the  colony  of  Maryland, 
and  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton, 
Efq;  of  the  faid  colony  of  Maryland, 
greeting.  Know  ye,  that  we,  re- 
pofing  fpecial  truft  and  confidence  in 
your  zeal,  fidelity,  abilities,  and 
afTiduity,  do,  by  theie  prefents,  con- 
llitute  and  appoint  you,  or  any  two 
of  you,  commiilioners  for  and  on  be¬ 
half  of  us,  and  all  the  people  of  the 
United  Colonies,  whom  ‘we  repre- 
fent,  to  promote  or  to  form  an  union 
between  the  faid  Colonies  and  the 
people  of  Canada,  according  to  the 
inftrudlions  herewith  delivered  you, 
and  fuch  as  you  may  hereafter  re¬ 
ceive,  and  to  execute  all  fuch  mat¬ 
ters  and  things,  as  you  are  or  fhal! 
be  di reeled  by  vour  laid  inllmctions.- 
And  we  do  require  all  bfiiccrs,  fol~ 
diers,  and  others,  who  may  facili¬ 
tate  your  negotiation,  or  promote  the 
fuccefs  thereof,  to  aid  and  affift  you 
therein  ;  and  you  are  from  time  to 
time  to  tranfmit  and  report  your 
proceedings  to  Congrefs.  This  corn- 
milfoil  to  continue  in  force  till  re¬ 
voked  by  this  or  a  future  Congrefs. 

Dated 
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Dated  at  Philadelphia  this 
sjav'  of 

By  order  of  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Franklin, 
Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Chafe,  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Wrixon, 
to  examine  into  his  military  abilities, 
and  inquire  whether  he  is  willing  to 
engage  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
Colonies,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Colonel  St.  Clair  having  informed 
Congrefs  that  Michael  Hufnagle, 
appointed  a  firfl  lieutenant,  and 
j^mes  O’Hara,  and  Abel  Morris, 
appointed  enfigns  in  his  battalion, 
have  declined  to  accept  their  com- 
miffions,  the  committee  on  qualifica¬ 
tions  recommended  Thomas  Butler 
in  the  room  of  Michael  Hufnagle, 
George  M£Culloch  in  the  room  of 
James  O’Hara,  and  George  Reis  in 
the  room  of  Abel  Morris. 

■■  Refolved,  That  they  be  accepted, 
and  that  com  millions  be  granted  to 

them  accordingly. 

;  Refolved,  That  the  committee  of 
fafety  of  New-Jerfey  be  cefired  to 
remove  the  prifoners  from  I  re c ton 
to  fuch  place  or  places  in  that  Colo¬ 
ny,  as  may  be  thought  convenient, 
at  a  proper  difiance  from  the  fea  and 
the  poft  roads,  iubjedi  to  the  regula¬ 
tions  formerly  made  refpe&ing  pri¬ 
foners. 

-  Refolved,  That  all  officers,^  pri¬ 
foners,  who  Hi  all  refnfe  to  fubicribe 
the  parole  ordered  by  Congrefs,  be 
committed  to  prifon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  making  of  mufkets,  to  whom 
Colonel  Dayton’s  letter  refpe&ing 
the  quality  of  the  arms  taken  by  Co¬ 
lonel  Heard  on  Long-Bland  was  re¬ 
ferred,  brought  in  their  report,  wh;ch 
Was  read  ;  whereupon  the  Congreis 
came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas  in  the  execution  of  the 
refolve  of  Congrefs  of  the  14th,  re- 
fpefling  the  difarming  of  diiaffeded 
perfons,  many  fire-arms  may  be  taken , 
which  may  not  be  fit  to  arm  any  of 
the  troops  mentioned  therein.  There¬ 
fore, 


Refolved,  That  all  the  fire-arms 
fo  taken  being  appraifed  according  , 
to  faid  refolve,  none  of  them  fhaU  be 
paid  for,  but  thofe  that  are  fit  for 
the  uie  of  luch  troops,  or  tn  it  may 
conveniently  be  fo  made,  and  the 
remainder  fhall  be  fafely  kept  by  the 
faid  affemhlies,  conventions,  coun¬ 
cils  or  committees  of  fafety,  for  the 
owners,  to  be  delivered  to  them  when 
the  Congrefs  fhall  direct. 

The  committee  appointed  to  con- 
fider  the  bell  ways  and  means  of  fup- 
plying  the  army  in  Canada  with  pro¬ 
visions  and  neceflaries  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  refer¬ 
red  for  confideration  till  to-morrow. 

A  petition  of  John  Secord  was 
p relented  to  Congrefs  ana  rcau,  and 
the  confideration  thereof,  at  the  re- 
quefi  of  a  Colony,  was  defen  ed  till 
to-morrow. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due. 

To  Abraham  Hunt,  for  provifions, 
fire- wood,  &c.  to  the  prifoners  at 
Trenton,  and  for  horfe-hire  for 
the  public  fervice,  the  fum  cr  -  107.0 
dollars. 

To  Ephraim  Blaine,  Efq;  for  necef- 
fanes  furmfhed  the  ri  le  companies* 
the  fum  of  129.7  dollars’;  ox  winch 
fum  44.3  dollars  are  to  be  char  ged 
to  Captain  Hendricks,  and  05 
dollars  to  Captain  Chambers. 

To  fundries,  on  certificates  for  ne- 
cefiaries  furnilhed  to  one  oi  tne 
rifle,  companies,  the  lum  of  122.5 
dollars,  of  which  fum  101.4  dol¬ 
lars,  being  for  rifles.  See.  turn  idl¬ 
ed  to  Captain  Cluggage’s  compa¬ 
ny,  to  be  charged  to  faid  com¬ 
pany  ;  the  amount  of  the  certifi¬ 
cates  to  be  paid  to  Bernard  Doug¬ 
herty,  Efq. 

To  William  Baufman,  for  provifions, 
&c,  furnifhea  the  prifoners  in  Lan¬ 
caster,  the  lum  of  1528.S  dollars. 
To  the  committee  of  c reuerick,  the 
fum  of  52.7  dollars,  to  be  paid  to 
Thomas  johnfon,  Elq. 
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Fo  Francis  Lee,  for  483  meals  diet¬ 
ing  of  General  Lee’s  guard,  the 
_  fum  of  48.3  dollars, 
i  o  Conrad  Uliler,  for  185  meals 
dieting  the  laid  men,  19  dollars. 

To  Mary  Bryant,  for  288  meals  diet¬ 
ing  the  faid  men,  28  dollars. 

To  Ann  Todd,  for  158  meals  diet¬ 
ing  the  faid  men,  the  fum  of  1 5.8 
dollars. 

Ordered,  'I  hat  the  above  accounts 
be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Fhurfday,  March  21,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  7th  from  General 
Scnuyler,  with  a  return  of  the  forces 
before  Quebec,  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs  and  read. 

.Refolved,  I  hat  it  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr. 

S.  Adams. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  of 
fafety  of  Pennlylvania  be  requelled  to 
emp  oy  fome  trully  perfons  in  each 
county  to  purchase  as  many  good 
mufkets  as  will  be  fufficient  to  arm 
the  battalions  raifed  in  faid  Colony  ; 
and  that  they  exert  their  utmoll  dili¬ 
gence  in  procuring  the  laid  arms 
Ipeedily,  and  on  the  moll  reafonable 
terms  ;  that  an  order  for  12,000  dol¬ 
lars  be  drawn  on  the  trealurers  in 
favour  of  faid  committee  to  pay  for 
the  arms,  the  faid  committee  to  be 
accountable. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  600 
dollars  be  lent  to  Colonel  Charles 
Stuart,  and  that  he  be  defired  to 
mufler  Captain  Woolverton’s  compa¬ 
ny,  and  udien  he  finds  them  properly 
armed,  accoutred,  and  ready  to 
march,  to  furnifh  them  with  neceffa- 
ries,  and  expedite  their  march  to 
Nevv-York,  agreeable  to  the  orders 
of  Congrefs ;  Mr.  Stuart  to  be  ac¬ 
countable  for  the  money  put  into  his 
hands. 

Refolved,  That  Monf.  le  Cheva¬ 
lier  de  St.  Aulaire  be  permitted  to 
raife  an  independent  company  of  ran¬ 
gers  in  Canada,  with  the  pay  of  a 
captain  ;  or,  in  cafe  he  (hall  not  be 
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able  to  raife  fuch  a  company,  that  he 
be  recommended  to  the  commanding 
officer  in  Canada,  to  be  employed  in 
fuch  fervice  there,  as  may  be  thought 
luitable  to  his  genius  and  ability. 

Refolved,  1  hat  it  be  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  feveral  alfemblies,  conven¬ 
tions,  and  councils  or  committees  of 
lafety,  and  committees  of  correfpon- 
dence  and  infpedlion,  that  they  exert 
their  utmoft  endeavours  to  promote 
the  culture  of  hemp,  flax,  and  cot¬ 
ton,  and  the  growth  of  wool  in  thefe 
United  Colonies. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  laid  alfemblies,  conventions, 
and  councils  or  committees  of  fafety, 
that  they  take  the  earlieil  meafures 
for  eiedting  and  ellablilhing  in  each 
and  every  Colony,  a  fociety  for  the 
improvement  of  agriculture,  arts, 
manufactures,  and  commerce,  and  to 
maintain  a  correfpondence  between 
luch  focieties,  that  the  rich  and  nu¬ 
merous  natural  advantages  of  this 
country  for  fupporting  its  inhabitants 
may  not  be  negle&ed. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
faid  aflemblies,  conventions,  and 
councils  or  committees  of  fafety,  that 
they  forthwith  conlider  of  ways  and 
means  of  introducing  the  manufac¬ 
tures  of  duck  and  fail-cloth,  and  heel, 
into  fuch  Colonies,  where  they  are 
not  now  underllood,  and  of  encou- 
raging,  increafing,  and  improving 
them,  where  they  are. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  fuperintend  the 
printing  the  Journals  of  Congrefs  ; 
and  that,  if  the  prefent  printer  can¬ 
not  execute  the  work  with  fuficicnt 
expedition,  they  be  empowered  to 
employ  another  printer. 

'File  members  chofen,  Mr.  WiL 
fon,  Mr.  Harrilon,  and  Mr.  Allen. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred 
being  poilpontd. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  March  22,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  13th  from  General 
Washington,  inclohng  the  proceed- 
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ings  of  a  council  of  war  ;  alfo  a  letter 
from  Lord  Stirling  of  the  19th,  were 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

A  petition  from  Thorovvgood 
Smith,  and  others,  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs  and  read,  fetting  forth, 
that  they  have  procured  a  vefTel,  and 
raifed  money  to  fit  her  out  as  a  priva¬ 
teer,  in  order  to  cruize  and  guard  the 
coaft  of  Virginia,  and  praying  that  a 
commiffion  be  granted  to  William 
Sheppen,  to  whom  they  propofe  to 
give  the  command  of  Laid  vefTel ;  and 
farther  that  the  Congrefs  will  grant 
them  a  fmall  quantity  of  powder, 
upon  their  making  fatisfa&ion  for  the 
fame. 

Refolved,  That  a  commillion  be 
granted  to  William  Shippen,  as  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  above-mentioned  vefTel, 
for  the  purpofes  aforefaid. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  be  directed  to  fell  Captain 
William  Sheppen,  3001b.  of  pow¬ 
der,  for  the  ufe  of  his  vefTel. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  declaration  purfuant  to  cer¬ 
tain  refolutions,  brought  in  a  draught, 
which  was  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  petition  of 
John  Secord  be  referred  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Jay. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due. 

On  account  of  expences  in  conveying 
powder,  the  fum  of  8.3  dollars, 
and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid 
to  John  Morton,  Efq. 

To  Matthias  Slough,  for  provifions 
furnifhed  the  prifoners  in  Lan ca¬ 
ller,  the  fum  of  226.8  dollars. 

To  Ephraim  Blaine,  for  fun  dry  arti¬ 
cles  omitted  in  the  account  of  ex¬ 
pences  at  the  treaty  with  the  In¬ 
dians  at  Pittfburg,  the  fum  of  90.5 
dollars. 

To  fundries,  on  certificates  for  ne- 
cefTaries  furnilhed  to  Captain  Ste- 
phenfon’s  company  in  Virginia, 
the  fum  of  58.3  dollars,  and  that 


the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Ti¬ 
mothy  Matlack,  of  which  14.7 
dollars,  being  for  a  rife,  to  be 
charged  to  Captain  Stevenion. 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts 
be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  750 
dollars  be  advanced  to  the  Baron  de 
Woedtke,  he  to  be  accountable  out 
of  his  pay. 

Refolved,  That  the  rank  of  all 
fuch  officers  in  the  continental  army, 
as  held  fimilar  commiffions  in  that 
fervice,  before  the  term  of  their  late 
appointment  expired,  be  fettled  by 
the  dates  of  their  former,  and  not 
their  prefent  commiffions. 

The  aflembly  of  the  counties  on 
Delaware,  having  recommended  a 
gentleman  to  be  major  of  the  batta¬ 
lion  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  that  Co¬ 
lony,  in  the  room  of  John  M‘Pher- 
fon,  jun.  Efq;  who  fell  before  Que¬ 
bec,  and  never  received  his  commif- 
1  fion,  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the 
election,  and  the  ballots  being  taken 
and  examined. 

Thomas  M^Donnough  was  eledled. 
Refolved,  That  an  order  for  12,000 
dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in 
favour  of  the  committee  of  fafety»  of 
Delaware  government,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  battalion  raifed  in  that  Colony, 
the  faid  committee  to  be  account¬ 
able. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confider- 
ation  the  declaration  brought  in  by 
the  committee,  and  after  debate,  the 
further  confideration  thereof,  at  the 
requeft  of  a  Colony,  was  poftponed 
till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecretary  pub- 
lifh  the  fubftance  of  the  letters  received 
from  the  camp  at  Cambridge. 

Refolved,  That  tne  marine  com¬ 
mittee  be  impowered  to  difpofe  of  the 
coal  on  board  the  Blue  Mountain 
V  alley,  in  fuch  manner  as  they  lhall 
judge  mod:  for  the  benefit  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred 
being  poftponed, 

Ad- 


\ 
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Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday ,  March  23,  1 776. 

A  letter  from  James  Young  was 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  re¬ 
queuing  that  his  fon  John,  who 
eloped  from  him  hilt  January,  and 
got  on  board  the  Phoenix  fh i p  of  war, 
but  is  now  unfortunately  a  prifoner  in 
New- York,  may  be  permitted  on  his 
parole  to  refide  at  the  eftate  of  his 
late  grandfather.  Dr.  Graeme. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Young’s  re- 
queit  be  granted. 

A  letter  Irom  Lord  Stirling  of  the 
18th,  incloiing  a  letter  from  William 
de  Hart,  and  a  letter  from  the  cap¬ 
tains  and  fubalterns  of  the  frit  New- 
Jerfey  battalion.  Alfo, 

A  memorial  from  Thomas  Scott, 
of  Hunterdon,  deiiring  that  he  may 
be  appointed  a  captain  of  a  company 
of  rangers.  And, 

A  letter  from  S.  Badlam  were  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  laid  letters  be 
referred  to  the  committee  on  quali¬ 
fications. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  30,000 
dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in 
favour  of  Thomas  Lowry,  commif- 
fary  for  the  ufe  of  the  New-Jcrfey 
battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  qualifications 
having  recommended  Peter  Scull  to 
be  brigade-major  in  the  army  of  the 
United  Colonies  in  the  Middle  De¬ 
partment  • 

Jofeph  Davenport  to  be  captain  in 
the  third  Penulylvania  battalion  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Scull  : 

Evan  Edwards  to  be  captain ’in  faid 
battalion  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Alike, 
who  has  refigmd  : 

William  Tilton  to  be  a  fir  It  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  faid  battalion  in  the  room 
of  Evan  Edwards  : 

Garret  Steddiford  to  be  an  enfign 

O 

in  the  faid  battalion. 

And  having  alio  recommended  the 
following  perions  for  Colonel  ir  lue’s 
battalion,  viz. 

Robert  WiTon  to  be  a  futft  lieute¬ 


nant  in  the  room,  of  William  McCle- 
land,  refigned  : 

John  Alexander,  to  be  a  firlt  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  the  room  of  Robert  White, 
refigned  : 

Andrew  Irvine,  a  fecond  lieute¬ 
nant  in  the  room  of  John  Alexan¬ 
der  : 

■ 

- Neeper,  an  eniign  in  the 

room  of  John  Murray,  who  has  re¬ 
figned. 

Refolved,  That  they  be  accepted, 
and  that  commiflions  be  granted  to 
them  accordingly. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  3200 
dollars  in  fpecie  be  advanced  to  Mr. 
Cole,  to  be  by  him  delivered  to  the 
commanding  officer  in  Canada,  for 
the  fervice  of  the  continent,  and  that 
he  be  defired  to  proceed  thither  im¬ 
mediately. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due, 

To  Dr.  Jonathan  Potts,  for  attend¬ 
ance  on  the  fecond  and  fourth 
Pennfylvania  battalions,  the  fum 
of  67.6  dollars. 

To  Nathaniel  Heard,  for  expences 
in  the  expedition  again  if  the  To¬ 
ries  on  Long-Illand,  the  fum  of 
2 1 6 1 . 6  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts 
be  paid. 

'Lhe  Congrefs  refumed  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  declaration  which  was 
agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Whereas  the  petitions  of  the  United 
Colonies  to  the  King  for  the  redrefs 
of  great  and  manifold  grievances 
have  not  only  been  rejected  but  treat¬ 
ed  with  fcoin  and  contempt,  and  the 
op  poll  cion  to  defigns  evidently  formed 
to  reduce  them  to  a  Hate  of  fervile 
lu Ejection,  and  their  neceiTary  defence 
again!!  hoftife  forces  actually  employ¬ 
ed  to  fuhdue  them,  declared  rebel¬ 
lion  ;  and  whereas  an  unjuft  war 
hath  been  commenced  again  It  them, 
which  the  commanders  of  the  Britifh 
fleets  and  armies  have  profecuted, 
and  Hill  continue  to  profecute,  with 
their  utmoft  vigour,  and  in  a  cruel 

manner. 
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manner,  walling,  fpoilirig,  and  de- 
ftroying  the  country,  burning  houfes 
and  defencelefs  towns,  and  expofing 
the  helplefs  inhabitants  to  every  mife- 
ry  from  the  inclemency  of  the  winter, 
and  not  only  urging  favages  to  invade 
the  country,  but  ipfligating  negroes 
to  murder  their  mailers  ;  and  where¬ 
as  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain 
hath  lately  palled  an  a£t,  affirming 
thefe  Colonies  to  be  in  open  rebel¬ 
lion,  forbidding  all  trade  and  com¬ 
merce  with  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
until  they  (hall  accept  pardons,  and 
fubmit  to  defpotic  rule,  declaring 
their  property  wherever  found  upon 
the  water,  liable  to  feizure  and  con- 
filcation,  and  enabling  that  what  had 
been  done  there,  by  virtue  of  the 
royal  authority,  were  jult  and  lawful 
adts,  and  lhall  be  fo  deemed  ;  from 
all  which  it  is  manifed,  that  the  in¬ 
iquitous  fcheme,  concerted  to  deprive 
them  of  the  liberty  they  have  a  right 
to  by  the  laws  of  nature  and  the 
Englilh  conliitution,  will  be  pertina- 
cioufly  purfued  :  it  being  therefore 
necelfary  to  provide  for  their  defence 
and  fecurity,  and  juflifiable  to  make 
reprifals  upon  their  enemies,  and 
otherwife  to  annoy  them  according 
to  the  laws  and  ufages  of  nations, 
the  Congrefs,  trufting  that  fuch  of 
their  f  riends  in  Great-Britain  (of 
whom  it  is  confelfed  there  are  many 
entitled  to  applaufe  and  gratitude  for 
their  patriotifm  and  benevolence, 
and  in  whole  favour  a  difcrimination 
of  property  cannot  be  made)  as  (hall 
fuffer  by  captures,  will  impute  it  to 
the  authors  of  our  common  calami¬ 
ties,  Do  declare  and  relolve,  as  fol¬ 
lowed,  to  wit : 

Refolved,  That  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  Colonies  be  permitted  to  lit  out 
armed  veffels  to  cruife  on  the  enemies 
of  thefe  United  Colonies. 

Refolved,  That  all  Ihips  and  other 
veffels,  their  tackle,  apparel,  and 
furniture,  and  ail  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandizes,  belonging  to  any  in¬ 
habitant  or  inhabitants  of  Great-Bri- 


tain  taken  on  the  high  Teas,  or  be¬ 
tween  high  and  low  water  mark,  by 
any  armed  veffel,  fitted  out  by  any 
private  perlon  or  perfons,  and  to 
whom  com  millions  lhall  be  granted, 
and  being  libelled  and  profecuted  in 
any  court  erected  fhn  the  trial  of  ma¬ 
ritime  affairs  in  any  of  thefe  Colonies, 
lhall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be 
lawful  prize  ;  and  after  deducing 
and  paying  the  wages  which  leamen 
and  mariners  on  board  of  Inch  cap¬ 
tures  as  are  merchant  Ihips  and  vefi- 
fels  lhall  be  entitled  to,  according  to 
the  terms  of  their  contradls,  until  the 
time  of  the  adjudication,  lhall  be 
condemned  to  and  for  the  ufe  of  the 
owner  or  owners,  and  the  officers, 
marines,  and  mariners  of  fuch  armed 
veffel,  according  to  fuch  rules  and 
proportions  as  they  lhall  agree  on  ; 
provided  always,  that  this  refolution 
lhall  not  extend  to  any  vefftl  bring¬ 
ing  fettlers,  arms,  ammunition,  or 
warlike  llores  to  and  lor  the  ufe  of 
thefe  Colonies,  or  any  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  thereof,  who  are  friends  to  the 
American  caufe,  or  to  fuch  warlike 
llores,  or  to  the  effedts  of  fuch  fet¬ 
tlers. 

Refolved,  That  all  Ihips  or  veffels, 
with  their  tackle,  apparel,  and  fur¬ 
niture,  goods,  wares,  and  merchan¬ 
dizes,  belonging  to  any  inhabitant 
of  Great-Britain  as  aforefaid,  which 
lhall  be  taken  by  any  of  the  veffels  of 
war  of  thefe  United  Colonies,  lhall 
be  deemed  forfeited  ;  one  third,  after 
deducing  and  paying  the  wages  of 
feamen  and  mariners  as  alorefaid,  to 
the  officers  and  men  on  board,  and 
two- thirds  to  the  ufe  of  the  United 
Colonies. 

Refolved,  That  all  Ihips  or  veffels, 
with  their  tackle,  apparel,  and  fur¬ 
niture,  goods,  wares,  and  merchan¬ 
dizes,  belonging  to  any  inhabitants 
of  Great-Britain  as  aforefaid,  which 
fhall  be  taken  by  any  veffel  of  war 
fitted  out  by  and  at  the  expence  of 
any  of  the  United  Colonies,  lhall  be 
deemed  forfeited,  and  divided,  after 
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dedu&ing  and  paying  the  wages  of 
feamen  and  mariners  as  aforefaid,  in 
fuch  manner  and  proportions  as  the 
affembly  or  convention  of  fuch  Co¬ 
lony  lhall  direct. 

Reiolved,  That  all  veffels,  with 
their  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture, 
and  cargoes,  belonging  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Great  Britain  as  aforefaid, 
and  all  veflels  which  may  be  employed 
in  carrying  fupplies  to  the  minilterial 
armies,  whi  h  lhall  happen  to  be 
taken  near  the  Ihores  of  any  of  thefe 
Colonies,  by  the  people  of  the  coun¬ 
try  or  detachments  trom  the  army, 
lhall  be  deemed  lawful  prize  ;  and 
the  court  of  admiralty  within  the  laid 
Colony  is  required  on  condemnation 
thereof,  to  adjudge  that  all  charges 
and  expences,  which  may  attend  the 
capture  and  trial,  be  firft  paid  out  of 
the  monies  anfing  from  the  fales  of 
the  prize,  and  the  remainder  equally 
divided  among  all  thofe,  who  lhall 
have  been  adtualiy  engaged  and  em¬ 
ployed  in  taking  the  faid  prize.  Pro¬ 
vided,  that  where  any  detachments 
of  the  army  lhall  have  been  employed 
as  aforefaid,  their  part  of  the  prize- 
money,  fhali  be  oiftributed  among 
them  in  proportion  to  the  pay  of  the 
officers  and  foldiers  fo  employed. 

Refolved,  That  the  commilfioners 
appointed  to  go  to  Canada,  or  any 
two  of  them,  be  impowered,  if  they 
think  it  neccffary  for  the  fervice  of 
the  United  Colonies,  to  raifj  a  num¬ 
ber  of  independent  companies,  not 
exceeding  fix,  and  to  appoint  the 
officers ;  that  they  alfo  be  empowered 
to  fill  up  ail  vacancies,  that  may 
happen  in  the  army  of  the  United 
Colonies  in  Canada,  while  they  are 
there. 

Refolved,  That  1066}  dollars  in 
continental  money,  over  and  above 
the  1600  dollars  to  be  paid  them  in 
fpecie,  be  advanced  to  the  commif- 
fi  >’ ers  gQing  to  Canada,  to  defray 
their  expences,  they  to  render  an 
arcoi.  it. 

Rc.uived,  That  400  dollars  in  fpe¬ 


cie  be  paid  to  Mr.  Walker,  in  full 
for  fo  much  by  him  lent  to  General 
Wo  oiler,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in 
Canada,  and  that  General  Woolter’s 
note  be  taken  up  and  cancelled. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will 
on  Monday  next  refolve  itielf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into 
confideration  the  trade  of  tire  United 
Colonies  ;  and  that  fundry  motions 
offered  by  the  members  from  Malta- 
chufetts-Bay,  Maryland,  and  Virgi¬ 
nia,  be  referred  to  faid  committee. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday ,  March  25,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read. 

One  from  General  Wafhington  of 
the  19th  wherein  he  informs  Con¬ 
grefs,  that  on  the  17th  the  enemy 
evacuated  Bolton,  and  our  troops  took 
poffeffion  of  it. 

One  from  General  Schuyler,  of 
the  1 2th. 

One  from  Lord  Stirling  of  the  21  It. 
And, 

One  from  the  committee  of  fafety 
of  New- jer fey. 

Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
Congrefs,  in  their  own  name,  and  in 
the  name  of  the  Thirteen  United  Co¬ 
lonies,  whom  they  reprefent,  be  pre¬ 
fen  ted  to  his  Excellency  Gen.  Walli- 
ington,  and  the  officers  and  foldiers 
under  his  command,  for  their  wife 
and  fpirited  conduct  in  the  fege  and 
acquilition  of  Bolton  ;  and  that  a 
medal  of  gold  be  itruck  in  com  me- 

O 

moration  of  this  great  event,  and 
prefented  to  his  Excellency  ;  and  that 
a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
prepare  a  letter  of  thanks,  and  a 
proper  device  for  the  med.J. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  [. 
Adams,  Mr.  jay,  and  Mr.  Hopkins. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
Mr.  Dugan,  and  Colonel  Ritzema. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Ilarri- 
fon,  Mr  Johnfon/  and  Mr.  A  len. 

Reiolved,  Th  t  20,000  debars  be 
advanced  to  the  delegates  ol  Virgi¬ 
nia 
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ilia  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalions  in 
that  Colony;  the  faid  delegates  to 
account  for  the  expenditure  thereof. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take 
into  confideration  the  Hate  of  tne 
Colonies  in  the  fouthern  department 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read  as  follows  : 

“  That  it  appears  highly  probable 
that  a  very  conhderable  force  wilt  be 
exerted  in  that  department  by  our 
enemies  early  this  ipring  ;  that  tne 
continental  forces  employed  in  oou  .n 
Carolina  and  Virginia  relpeftively, 
cannot  prudently  be  Colei y  reiieo  on, 
for  the  defence  of  thoie  Colonies  ; 
that  South  Carolina  and  Virginia  are 
at  a  very  great  ieparate  expence  in 
armed  vefifels,  rendered  abfoluUyy  nc- 
ceffary  by  the  fituation  and  circum- 
ftances  of  thofe  countries;  that  the 
militia  of  South  Carolina  are  obliged 
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Refoived,  That  a  deputy  muftcr- 
mafter- general  be  appointed  for  the 
fouthern  department. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  exa¬ 
mined. 

Edmund  Randolph,  E fq ;  was  e- 
lefted. 

Refoived,  That  E.  Randolph,  Efq; 
be  empowered  to  appoint  two  deputy 
mufter- mailers  under  him,  one  foi 
North  Carolina  and  the  other  un 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

Refoived,  That  the  order  cf  the 

day  be  poftp'oned. 

The  Congrefs  then  took  into  con¬ 
fideration  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  the  ways  and  means  of^  fupply- 
ing  the  troops  in  Canada  with  pro¬ 
visions  and  neceffaries ;  whereupon, 

Refoived,  That  General  Schuyler 
be  direfted  to  take  fuch  order  re- 
fpeaing  the  fupplies  of  provifions  ne 


militia  of  South  Carolina  are  uuugw  x  r  *  * 

to 'perform  a  very  laborious  duty,  .  ceffary  for  the  troops  in  Canada,  a 

which,  from  the  fmallnefs  of  their  he  may  deem  expedient, 
number,  and  the  coniequent  quick 
rotation,  is  exceflively  burdenfome  ; 
and  that  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  in 
addition  to  the  fix  battalions  already 
there,  have  refoived  to  raiie,  and  are 
now  embodying  three  other  batta¬ 
lions.”  Whereupon, 

Refoived,  That  the  convention  or 
council  of  iafety  of  South  Carolina 
be  permitted  to  raife  and  embody  two 
other  battalions,  and  that  they  be  on 
the  pay  and  at  the  expence  of  the 
continent,  as  foon  as  they  hi- 11  be 
armed  fit  for  fervice,  and  accoiciingly 
muftered. 

That  the  three  colonial  battalions 
of  Virginia,  be  alio  on  the  pay  and 
at  the  expence  of  the  continent,  as 
foon  as  they  fhall  be  armed  fit  foi 
fervice,  and  accordingly  muftered. 

That  the  contracts  made  by  the 
council  of  fafety  of  Virginia  for  the 
fubftftence  of  the  third  battalion  in 
that  Colony,  at  fix-pence  half-penny 
a  ration  ;  of  the  fifth  at  eight-pence, 
and  of  the  fecond,  fourth,  feventh. 


j  ——  —  —  —  —  j  m 

The  Congrefs  being  of  opinion 
that  the  reduction  of  Quebec,  a  ad 
the  general  iecurity  of  the  province  of 
Canada,  are  objects  of  greut  concern  , 
Refoived,  That  Gen,  Wafnington 
be  direfted  to  detach  four  battalions 
into  Canada,  from  the  army  under 
his  command,  as  foon  as  he  fhall  ke 
of  opinion  that  the  fafety  of  New- 
York  and  the  eaftern  fervice  will  per¬ 
mit. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 
Tuefday ,  March  26,  1776. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that 
Mr.  Ward,°  one  of  the  delegates  of 
Rhode-Ifland,  died  yefterday. 

Refoived,  That  this  Congrefs  will 
in  a  body  attend  the  funeral  of  Mr. 
Ward  to-morrow,  with  a  crape  round 
the  arm,  and  will  continue  in  mourn¬ 
ing  for  the  fpace  of  one  month. 

° Refoived,  That  Mr.  Hopkins, 
Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Woko't  be 
a  committee  to  fuperintend  the  tune- 
ral,  and  that  they  be  oiredted  to  ap- 
r,1v  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stillman,  and 
”l°h,  t.  ,o  P,e.ch  a  f™»>  f«- 

halfpenny  a  ration  be  confirmed.  mon  on  the  occahon.  ^ 
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That  the  faid  committee  be  di- 
reaed  to  invite  the  affembly  and 
committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania 
anu  other  public  bodies  in  Philadel- 
paia,  to  attend  the  funeral. 

Refolved,  That  the  privates  of  the 
companies  ordered  from  Maryland  to 
Accomac  and  Northampton,  be  al- 
lowed  the  pay  of  the  privates  in  the 
louthern  department,  which  is  6i 
dollars,  prr  calendar  month. 

Relolvea,  That  if  the  convention 
or  council  of  fafety  of  North  Caroli¬ 
na  (hall  judge  it  necelTary  for  the 
common  fafety  to  raife  one  or  two 
rnore  ba  talions,  the  fame  when  armed 
.  for  fer vice  and  muttered,  be  taken 
into  t nc  pay  of  the  continent. 

R^olved,  That  Commodore  Doug- 

iais  be  ordered  immediately  to  repair 
to  the  Lakes,  and  take  the  command 
of  the  veifels  on  that  ttation. 
Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  onThurfday. 

Tburfday ,  March  28,  1776. 

,  Refolved,  That  an  order  for  20,000 
dollars  be  cirawn  on  the  treafurers  in 
favour  of  William  Barrel  of  PhiJa- 
de'phia,  in  full  for  tent  cloth  fent  by 
mm  to  Col.  Midiin  for  tiie  ufe  of  the 
army  under  the  command  cf  General 
Washington  ;  the  money  being  paid 
in  confequence  of  the  general’s  letter 
of  the  13th,  to  be  charged  to  the  ac¬ 
count  of  the  general. 

Refolved,  That  the  marine  com¬ 
mittee  be  empowered  to  purchafe,  on 
the  mod  reaionable  terms  they  can 
the  Ihip  Molly,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
continent,  and  to  fit  her  out  with  all 
pofiible  expedition  to  join  Capt,  Barrv 
on  his  cruife  along  the  coatt,  between 
New- York  and  Virginia. 

,  A  memorial  of  Thomas  Walker  of 
Canada  was  prefen  ted  to  Cormrefs 
and  read. 

'Lwo  letters  of  the  27th  from  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey, 
were  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  re¬ 
turn  an  anfwer,  and  inform  the  com- 
mitee  cf  fafety  of  New-Jerfey  that 
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the  Congrefs  fee  no  reafon  to  alter  or 
countermand  the  requifition  of  the 
15  th,  and  that  therefore  they  be  re¬ 
queued  to  expedite  the  march  of  the 
troops  to  New- York,  agreeable  to 
ic  requifition  of  the  commanding 
Orncer.  & 

1  ConSrefs  proceeded  to  the  e- 
lection  of  a  colonel  of  the  third  bat¬ 
talion  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  the  Co- 

ony  of  New- York,  and  the  ballots 
being  taken. 

Rudolph  us  Ritzema  was  elected. 

T  he  committee  appointed  to  con¬ 
fer  with  Colonel  Ritzema  and  Mr. 

Dugan  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  read. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  1000 
dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Jeremiah  Dugan,  as  a 
reward  for  his  fervices  in  Canada 
Refolved,  That  Mr.  Jeremiah 
-Uugan  be  appointed  a  major,  with 
the  rank  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  to 
command  a  body  of  three  hundred 
rangers. 

.  That  the  rangers  be  divided 
into  three  companies,  each  to  conlitt 
of  an  hundred  men,  and  to  be  com¬ 
manded  by  a  captain  and  two  lieute¬ 
nants:  that  the  captains  and  lieute¬ 
nants  be  recommended  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Dugan  to  the  commifioners 
going  to  Canada  for  their  approba¬ 
tion,  and  that,  if  they  approve  the 
gentlemen  recommended,  they  grant 
them  commifiions. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  William  Fin¬ 
ney  be  appointed  a  deputy  quarter- 
matter-general  in  the  louthern  de¬ 
partment. 

Remlved,  I  hat  two  engineers  be 
employed  for  the  louthern  depart¬ 
ment. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  20,000 
dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in 
favour  of  Mr.  James  Meafe,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  Pennfylvania  battalions,  he 
to  be  accountable. 

Information  being  given  to  Con¬ 
grefs  that  that  fome  prifoners  in  the 
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goal  of  Philadelphia  have  meditated 
an  efcape,  and  are  near  carrying  their 
plan  into  execution. 

Refolved,  That  the  goaler  be  di¬ 
rected  to  confine  John  Connolly,  J. 
Smith,  and  Mofes  Kirkland,  in  fe 
parate  apartments,  and  fuffer  no  per¬ 
son  to  converfe  with  any  of  them, 
without  fpecial  orders  of  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  the  fherifr  of  the 
:ity  .  and  county  of  Philadelphia 
De  directed  by  Mr.  M‘Kean  to  call 
:o  his  afiiltance  a  guard  of  fifty  men 
rrom  the  barracks  for  the  defence  of 
he  goal ;  and  that  the  lherifF  be  far¬ 
ther  directed  to  keep  fecret  any  inti- 
nation  given  him  of  a  defign  to  ref- 
:ue  his  prifoners,  and  to  employ  every 
neans  to  difeover  and  apprehend 
hofe  concerned  in  fuch  defign. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  icoo 
lollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in 
avour  of  Mr.  Samuel  Fairlamb,  for 
he  ufe  of  the  fourth  Pennfylvania 
>atta!ion,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  matters  to  this  clay  referred 
ieing  pollponed. 

Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  March  29,  1776. 
Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Con- 
refs  and  read. 

Two  from  General  Schuyler  of  the 
9th  and  2 jit,  with  a  copy  of  the 
-eaty  held  with  the  Indians  at  Alba- 
y,  &c. 

One  from  the  convention  of  New¬ 
ark,  of  the  26th. 

One  from  Allan  M'Donald. 
Refolved,  That  the  letter  from 
Jlan  McDonald  be  referred  to  the 
^mmittee  on  prifoners. 

That  the  other  letters  with  the  pa- 
?rs  enclofed  be  referred  to  Mr. 
fythe,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr,  S. 
dams. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  com- 
ittee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  Mr. 
Viliam  Henry,  and  Co.  151b.  of 
>vvder,  to  prove  the  mufkets  he  has 
mtraCted  to  make  for  the  conti- 
:nt. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confi- 


deration  of  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  means  of  fupplying  the 
troops  in  Canada.  Whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  a  deputy  commif- 
fary- general  of  Pores  and  provifions 
be  appointed  for  the  army  of  the 
United  Colonies  in  Canada. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  exa¬ 
mined. 

Mr.  J.  Price  was  elected. 

Refolved,  That  the  Jait  paragraph 
of  the  report  be  recommitted  for  fur¬ 
ther  enquiry  and  examination. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of 
fafety  of  New-Jerfey,  and  one  from 
Captain  John  Macpherfon  were  re¬ 
ceived  and  read. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday ,  March  30,  1 776. 

Refolved,  That  60  dollars  be  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Captain  Arundel,  to  be 
deduced  out  of  his  pay,  and  that  he 
be  directed  immediately  to  repair  to 
the  fouthern  department,  and  put 
himfelf  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
Lee. 

Refolved,  That  Monf.  Dechani- 
bault  and  his  companion  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  come  to  Philadelphia  and  tranf. 
ad  his  bufinefs,  and  then  return  to 
Brifiol. 

T  he  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  two  engineers  for  the 
fouthern  department,  and  the  ballots 
being  taken. 

John  Stadler  and  Monf.  Malfen- 
bach,  were  eleCted. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confidera- 
tion  the  letter  from  the  committee  of 
fafety  of  New-Jerley.  Whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  minute-men. 
employed  by  Congrefs  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Heard,  in  the 
expedition  to  Long-Ifiand,  be  al¬ 
lowed,  while  on  that  lervice,  the 
lame  pay  and  rations  as  continental 
tioops  in  the  middle  department. 

Refolved,  1  hat  the  ae'e^ates  of 
New- York  prepare  an  anfwer  to  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  New-Jerley, 
and  afiign  the  reafons  of  the  foregoing 
refolution. 
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The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  mere  is  due. 

To  William  Tricket,  for  flationary, 
the  fum  of  41-7  dollars. 

To  Philip  Apricht,  for  provifions  to 
General  Lee’s  guard,  the  fum  of 
4.7  dollars,  and  that  the  fame 
ought  to  be  paid  to  Adam  Kim- 
mel. 

To  fundries,  on  certificates  for  ne- 
celLiries  furnifhed  to  the  ride  com¬ 
panies,  the  fum  of  44.2  dollars, 
and  that  2.5  dollars,  part  of  laid 
fum  be  charged  to  Captain  Creflap’s 
com,. any. 

To  fund  nes,  on  certificates  for  rifles, 
fhirts,  &c.  furnifhed  to  Captain 
Cliiggage’s  company,  the  ium  of 
81. 1  dollars,  which  ought  to  be 
paid  to  John  Montgomery,  Efq; 
and  charged  to  laid  company. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mafler, 
on  an  account  now  fettled,  the  fum 
of  409*3  dollars. 

To  S.xheverel  Wood,  for  provifions 
furni  flied  by  him  to  f  verat  prifon- 
ers  in  the  goal  of  Philadelphia,  the 
fum  of  1  37.6  dollars. 

To  Thomas  Dewees,  for  provifions 
for  CVnnoliy,  Cameron,  Smith, 
and  Kirkland,  the  fum  of  57.8 
dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts 
be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  >con- 
fer  with  Major  Wrixon,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  reau, 

Refotved,  That  each  regimental 
furgeon  be  allowed  1  mat  . 

That  the  pay  of  a  furgeon’s  mate 

be  18  dollars  a  month. 

Refolved,  That  fui table  chirurgical 
inftruments  be  purchaicd  with  each 
medicine  chell. 

Refolved,  That  each  brgadier- 
general,  when  on  command,  be  em- 
7)0  \ered  to  appoint  brigade  major. 
Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Monday. 
Monday,  April  1,  177 * 
Refolved,  That  Capt.  D.  Arundel 
be  allowed  48.5  dollars  in  full  for  pay 
and  fubfifbncc,  from  the  8th  of  Feb, 


the  time  he  was  recommended  tc 
General  Schuyler,  to  the  19th  of 
March,  when  he  received  his  corn- 
million. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be 
directed  to  advance  Captain  PvOmans 
one  month’s  pay  for  himfe'if  and  the 
officers  and  men  of  his  company,  and 
alfo  fubfiflcnce  money  to  Albany. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  peti¬ 
tion  of  Captain  White  Eyes  was  re¬ 
ferred,  brought  in  their  report  whid 
was  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  taker 
into  confideration  to-morrow. 

The  Congiefs  having,  on  the  1 7 tl 
of  February  lafl,  appointed  a  Hand 
ing  commitee  for  fuperintending  tin 
treafury,  with  power,  among  othe 
things,  to  employ  and  inftruft prope 
perfons  for  liquidating  the  pub  ic  ac 
counts  ;  and  the  Lid  refolutions  no 
being  fufficiently  explicit,  with  re 
fpect  to  the  manner  and  place  0 
fettling  thofe  accounts,  and  it  bein 
a  matter  of  great  confequence,  tha 
the  public  accounts  fhouli  be  regu 
lariy  ilated  and  kept,  and  juitly  ii 
quidated  and  fettled. 

Refolved,  Therefore  that  a  treafur 
office  of  accounts  be  inftituted  an 
ellablifhed,  and  that  iuch  office  t 
kept  in  the  city  or  mace,  where  Cor 
grefs  lhal1  from  time  to  time  be  a 
fumbled  and  hold  their  fefiions. 

That  the  faid  office  of  accounts  l 
under  the  direction  and  fuperintenc 
ance  cf  tne  Handing  committee  f< 
the  treafury. 

That  an  auditor-general,  and 
competent  number  ot  afhHants  ai 
clerks,  be  appointed  by  -Congrei 
and  employed  tor  Hating,  airangm 
and  keeping  the  public  accounts. 

That  all  accounts  and  claims  agaii 
the  United  Colonies,  for  fervnees. 
fupplies,  where  the  rates  or  pric 
have  not  been  afeertained  by  Congre 
fhall  be  preheated  to  the  committee 
claims,  liquidated  by  them,  and  1 
ported  to  and  allowed  by  Congre 

previous  to  th^ir  being  paffed  at  t 
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treafury  office;  that  all  other  ac¬ 
counts  and  claims,  confiding  of  ar¬ 
ticles,  the  price  or  value  of  which 
Shall  have  previously  been  fixed  by 
contract,  or  otherwise  afcertained  by 
Congrels,  Shall  be  liquidated  and 
fettled  at  the  treafury  office,  and  re¬ 
ported  for  the  allowance  of  Congrefs, 
by  the  committee  for  fuperinteading 
the  treafury,  and  then  paffed  and  en¬ 
tered  at  the  treafury  office. 

That  all  contracts,  fecurities,  and 
obligations,  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of 
the  United  Colonies,  Shall  be  lodged 
and  kept  in  tne  treafury  office  of  ac¬ 
counts  ;  and  that  all  perfons  to  whom 
public  monies  have  been  or  Shall  be 
advanced  or  paid,  Shall  be  charged 
with  the  fame  in  the  books  of  the 
faid  office,  for  which  every  warrant 
on  the  treafury,  which  fhali  ifTue  after 
the  faid  office  fhali  be  opened.  Shall, 
previous  to  its  being  paid,  be  entered 
at  the  treafury  office,  and  the  entry 
certified  on  the  warrant  by  one  of 
the  committee  on  the  treafury,  the 
auditor  general,  or  one  of  his  affift- 
ants  or  clerks ;  provided,  however, 
that  all  orders  or  warrants  iSTued  by 
committees  appointed  and  authorifed 
by  Congrefs  to  draw  on  the  trealurers 
for  particular  purpoks  Shad  be  paid 
and  charged  to  the  account  of  the 
faid  committee  refpedively,  until 
they  Shall  fettle  and  have  their  ac¬ 
counts  paffed  by  Congrefs,  when  the 
debus  againd  them  (hall  be  difcharged 
in  the  treafury  office  by  fuch  credits 
as  Congrefs  Shall  agree  to  and  allow. 

That  all  aflemblies,  conventions, 
councils,  or  committees  of  fafety, 
commiSSaries,  pay-mailers,  and  o- 
thers,  intruded  with  public  monies, 
fhali,  within  a  reafonable  time  after 
being  called  upon  for  that  purpofe, 
bv  tne  committee  of  the  treafurv, 
produce  their  accounts  and  vouchers 
at  the  treafury  office,  in  order  to  their 
being  fettled  and  adjufled  in  the 
manner  before  directed. 

That  tne  committee  for  fuperin- 
tending  the  treafury  Shall  be  autho¬ 


rifed  to  apply  to  the  commanding 
officers  and  others,  in  the  continental 
fervice,  for  fuch  materials  and  infor¬ 
mation,  as  the  committee  mac  judge 
to  be  ufeful  for  hating,  explaining, 
or  checking  the  public  accounts,  in 
order  to  their  being  fairly  andjudly 
fettled. 

That  the  auditor  general  and  his 
affi Slants  or  clerks,  be  ore  entering 
upon  their  offices,  fhali  refpeclively 
take  an  oath,  to  be  administered  by 
one  or  more  of  the  committee  of  the 
treafury  office  (a  certificate  whereof 
Shall  be  filed  in  the  treafury  office) 
well  and  faithfully  to  execute  the 
truft  repofed  in  them,  as  auditor, 
affiftant,  or  clerk,  (as  the  cafe  may 
be,)  of  the  office  of  accounts,  efta- 
blilhed  by  Congrefs,  according  to  the 
belt  of  their  Skill  and  judgment,  and 
to  difclofe  no  matter,  the  knowledge 
of  which  Shall  be  acquired  in  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  their  office,  which 
they  fhali  be  diredled  to  keep  fe- 
cret. 

That  the  committee  for  fuperin- 
tending  the  treafury  Shall  be  autho¬ 
rifed  to  hire  fuitable  places,  and  pro¬ 
cure  books  of  accounts  and  other  ne- 
ceffiaries  at  the  public  expence,  for 
the  edabliShing  and  doing  the  bufinefs 
of  the  faid  office. 

Refolved,  That  Major  James 
Hewes,  a  prifoner  at  Elizabeth  towm, 
be  allowed  and  ordered  to  come  to 


Philadelphia  for  the  benefit  of  his 


health,  and  there  to  wait  on  the  com¬ 
mittee  for  prifoners,  and  take  their 
dire&ions  with  refpedl  to  tne  place  of 
his  future  refidence. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  M'Kean  and 
Mr.  Paine,  be  directed  to  examine 
the  goal  of  Philadelphia,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  the  apartments  where  Kirk¬ 
land,  Connolly,  Smith,  and  Came¬ 
ron  are  confined,  and  report  what  is 
neceffary  to  be  done  to  have  them 
fafely  and  fee u rely  kept. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
James  MTCnight,  and  examine  his 

account 
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account  and  the  nature  of  his  claim, 
and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R. 
Morris,  Mr.  McKean,  and  Mr.  de 
Hart. 

The  committee  on  qualifications 
having  recommended  Jacob  Kemper, 
jun.  to  be  appointed  an  enfign  in 
Captain  Howell’s  company  inj  the 
fir  ft  New-Jerfey  battalion,*  in  the 
room  of  Cyprus  de  Hart,  who  has 
refigned. 

Refolved,  That  he  be  appointed, 
and  that  a  com  million  be  granted  to 
him  accordingly. 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  in 
his  next  letter  to  General  Schuyler, 
defire  him  to  fend  an  account  of  the 
lead  at  Ticonderoga. 

A  letter  from  Alexander  M‘Donald, 
George  Gillefpie,  and  W.  Saunders, 
of  the  1 2th  of  March,  was  prefented 
to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to 
Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  M'Kean,  and 
Mr.  de  Hart. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

'Tucfday,  jfpril  2,  17/6. 

A  letter  from  General  Wafhington 
of  the  24th  of  March,  with  five  pa¬ 
pers  inclofed,  was  laid  before  Con¬ 
grefs  and  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  form  of  a  commiffion,  and 
inftru&ions  to  commanders  of  private 
fhips  of  war,  brought  in  the  lame, 
which  were  read. 

The  commiflicn  being  agreed  to, 
is  as  follows  : 

The  delegates  of  the  United  Co¬ 
lonies  of  New- Ham p (hire,  &c.  to  all 
to  whom  thefe  prelents  fhall  come, 
greeting  :  know  ye,  that  we  have 
granted,  and  by  thefe  prefents  do 
grant,  licenfe  and  authority  to 

mariner,  commander  o^  the 
called  of  the 

burden  of  tons,  or  thereabouts, 
belonging  to  of  in  the 

colony  of  mounting 

carriage  guns,  and  navigated  by 
men,  to  fit  out  and  fet  forth  the  faid 


in  a  warlike  manner,  and  by  and 
with  the  faid  and  the  crew 

thereof,  by  force  of  arms  to  attack, 
feize,  and  take  the  fhips  and  other 
vefTels,  belonging  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Great  Britain,  or  any  of  them, 
with  their  tackle,  apparel,  furniture, 
and  lading,  on  the  high  fe as,  or  be¬ 
tween  high  and  low  water  marks,  and 
to  bring  the  fame  to  fome  convenient 
port  in  the  faid  Colonies,  in  order 
that  the  courts  which  are  or  fhall  be 
there  appointed  to  hear  and  deter¬ 
mine  caufes  cizil  and  maritime,  may 
proceed  in  due  form  to  condemn  the 
faid  captures,  if  they  be  adjudged 
lawful  prize  ;  the  faid  having 

given  bond  with  fufficient  fureties  that 
nothing  be  done  by  the  faid 
or  any  of  the  officers,  mariners,  or 
company  thereof,  contrary  to  or  in- 
con  fiftent  with  the  ui'ages  and  cuftom9 
of  nations,  and  the  inftruclions,  a 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  delivered 
to  him.  And  we  will  and  require  all 
our  officers  whatfoever,  to  give  fuc- 
cour  and  affiftance  to  the  faid 

in  the  premifes.  This  commiffion 
fhall  continue  in  force  until  the  Con¬ 
grefs  fhall  iflue  orders  to  the  con¬ 
trary. 

By  order  of  Congrefs* 
The  Congrefs  then  took  into  con- 
fideration  the  draught  of  inftrudtions* 
and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 
Refolved,  That  it  be  recommitted, 
and  that  it  be  an  inftru&ion  to  the 
committee  to  fill  up  the  blanks  in 
the  laid  draught  as  they  fhall  think 


be  ft. 


The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  letter  of  thanks  to  General 
Wafhington,  and  the  officers  and 
foldiers  under  his  command,  brought 
in  a  draught,  which  was  read  and 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  tranferibed, 
figned  by  the  prefident,  and  for¬ 
warded. 


The  committee  on  prifoners,  to 
Whom  the  letter  from  Monf.  Belletre, 
of  the  1 6th  of  March  laft,  was  re¬ 
ferred. 
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ferred,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  read.  Whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  3400 
dollars  be  advanced  by  the  treasurers 
to  Monf.  Belletre  on  his  delivering  to 
them  his  bills  of  exchange  for  the  like 
fum  payable  in  gold  or  lilver  in  the 
province  of  Canada. 

A  petition  from.  William  Lindfey 
being  prefen  ted  to  Congrefs  and 
read . 

Refolved,  That  Colonel  Wayne  be 
dire&ed  to  difcharge  Robert,  the  fon 
of  faid  William  Lindfey,  inlifted  in 
his  battalion. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred 
being  pollponed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday ,  April  3,  1776. 

Refolved,  That  the  letter  from 
General  Wafhington  of  the  24th  of 
March,  with  the  papers  inclofed,  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr,  John- 
fon,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

A  memorial  and  petition  from 
Captain  John  Nelfon,  was  prefented 
to  Congrefs  and  read.  Alfo, 

A  petition  from  P.  Moore,  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  owners  of  the  floops  Cqn- 
grefs  and  Chance,  privateers,  was 
prefented  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  feeret  com¬ 
mittee  be  dire&ed  to  fell  faid  owners, 
400  lb.  of  powder,  for  the  ufe  of 
their  privateers. 

The  committee  of  claims,  to  whom 
the  accounts  of  Meffrs.  Price  and 
Haywood  were  referred,  brought  in 
their  report.  Whereupon, 

Refolved*  That  tnere  be  advanced 
to  MeiTrs.  Price  and  Haywood,  the 
fum  of  64,358.6  dollars,  on  account 
of  fupplies  to  the  army  in  Canada, 
to  be  accounted  for  on  the  ktdement 
of  their  accounts  ;  and  that  General 
Wooiter  be  dire&ed  to  forward  the 
accounts  and  vouchers  lodged  in  his 
hands. 

The  faid  committee  farther  report¬ 
ed  that  there  is  due. 

To  the  townfhip  of  Montague  in  the 


bounty  of  SufTex  in  New-Jerfey  for 
flay  hire,  in  forwarding  the  pri- 
foners  from  Canada,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Brafher,  the 
fum  of  45  dollars,  and  that  the 
fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Nicholas 
'  Chriftopher. 

Ordered,  1  hat  the  fame  be  paid* 

A  letter  from  IT.  Fifher  of  Lewes 
Town  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of 
Pennfyivania,  together  with  a  refolve 
of  faid  committee  being  laid  before 

Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  battalion  railed  in  Dela¬ 
ware  government  be  dire&ed  to  fend 
two  companies  of  faid  battalion  to 
Lewes  Town,  there  to  remain  in  the 
fervice  of  the  continent  till  farther 

orders.  > 

P.efolved,  That  the  marine  com¬ 
mittee  be  dire&ed  and  empowered  to 
fit  out  with  all  expedition,  two  armed 
cutters  for  the  fervice  of  the  conti¬ 
nent. 

P^efolved,  That  blank  oommiffions 
for  private  fhips  of  war  and  letters  of 
marque  and  reprifal,  fignod  by  the 
prehdent,  be  fent  to  the  general  af- 
femblies,  conventions,  and  councils 
or  committees  of  fafety  of  the  United 
Colonies,  to  be  by  them  filled  up 
and  delivered  to  the  perfons  intend 
ing  to  fit  out  fuch  private  fhips  .of 
war  for  making  captures  of  Britilh 
vefiels  and  cargoes,  who  fhall  apply 
for  the  fame,  and  execute  the  bonds, 
which  ILl  11  be  fent  With  the  faid  00m- 
miflions,  which  bonds  (hall  be  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  every  perfon  in¬ 
tending  to  fet  forth  and  fit  cut  a  pri¬ 
vate  ftup  or  veifel  of  war,  and  apply¬ 
ing  for  a  comrmffion  or  letters  of 
marque  and  reprilal  for  that  purpoie, 
fhall  produce  a  writing  fubferibed  by 
him,  containing  the  name  and  ton¬ 
nage  or  burden  of  the  (hip  or  veflel, 
the  number  oi  her  guns  with  their 
weight  of  metal,  the  name  and  place 
of  reiidenee  Of  the  owner  or  owners, 
the  names  of  the  commander  and 


Other  officers,  the  number  of  the  crew, 
and^  the  quantity  of  provifions  and 
war;* ice  fores  ;  which  writing  fhull 
be  delivered  to  the  lecretary  of  Con- 
grefs,  or  to  the  clerk  of  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives,  convention  or  coun¬ 
cil  or  committee  of  fafety  of  the  Co¬ 
lony  in  which  the  fhip  or  veffiel  {hall 
be,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  /aid  fe- 
cretary,  and  fhall  be  regiftered  by 
him  ;  and  that  the  commander  of  the 
fhip  or  veffel,  before  the  commiffion 
or  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal  may 
be  granted,  full,  together  with  fure- 
ties,  leal  and  deliver  a  bond  in  the 
penalty^  of  five  thoufand  dollars,  if 
the  veffiel  be  of  one  hundred  tons  or 
under,  or  ten  thoufand  dollars,  if  of 
a  greater  burden,  payable  to  the 
Prefident  of  the  Congrcfs  in  truf  for 
the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies,  with 
condition  in  the  form  following,  to 
wit,  “  The  condition  of  this  obliga¬ 
tion  is  fuch,  that  if  the  above  boun- 
den  who  is  commander  of  the 

called  belonging  to 
of  in  the  Colony  of  mount¬ 
ing  carriage  guns  and  navigated 

by  men,  and  who  hath  applied 
for  a  commiffion  and  letters  of  marque 
and  reprifal  to  arm,  equip,  and  let 
forth  to  fea  the  faid  as  a  pri¬ 

vate  fnip  of  war,  and  to  make  cap¬ 
tures  of  Britifh  veffiels  and  cargoes, 
fhall  not  exceed  or  tranfgrels  the 
powers  and  authorities  which  ffiall  be 
contained  in  the  faid  commiffion,  but 
fhall  in  all  things  obferve  and  con- 
dud  himfelf  and  govern  his  crew  by 
and  according  to  the  fame,  ahd  cer¬ 
tain  infrudions  therewith  to  be  deli¬ 
vered,  and  fuch  other  infrudions  as 
may  hereafter  be  given  to  him,  and 
fhall  make  reparation  for  all  damages 
fufained  by  any  mifeondud  or  un¬ 
warrantable  proceedings  of  himfelf 
or  the  officers  or  crew  of  the  laid 
then  this  obligation  Ihall  be  void,  or 
elfe  remain  in  force/*  which  bond 
fhall  be  lodged  with  the  faid  lecretary 
of  Congrefs. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  in'- 
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f  rudions  to  the  commanders  of  prU 
vate  flips  or  veffiels  of  war,  were  re- 
committed,  brought  in  a  report, 
wnich  being  taken  into  confideration 
and  debated  by  paragraphs,  » was 

agreed  to  as  follows: 

Itji  ructions  to  the  commanders  of  pri¬ 
vate  (hips  or  vejjels  of  njjar^  vjhich 
jiJciil  have  commiffions  or  letters  of 
vlu)  que  and  reprifal ,  autborifng 
them  to  7?iake  captures  of  Britifh  vef- 
fels  a?id  cargoes. 

i .  You  may  by  force  of  arms  at¬ 
tack,  fubdue,  and  take  all  fliips  and 
other  veffiels  belonging  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Great-Britain,  on  the  high 
leas,  or  between  high  water  and  low 
water  marks,  except  flips  and  veffiels 
bringing  perfons  who  intend  to  fettle 
and  ref  de  jn  the  United  Colonies,  or 
bringing  arms,  ammunition,  or  war¬ 
like  fores,  to  the  faid  Colonies,  for 
the  ufe  of  fuch  inhabitants  thereof  as 
aie  friends  to  the  American  caufe, 
which  you  fhall  fuffer  to  pafs  unmo- 
lelled,  the  commanders  thereof  per¬ 
mitting  a  peaceable  fearch,  and  giv¬ 
ing  fatisfadory  information  of  the 
contents  of  the  ladings,  and  defina- 
tious  of  the  voyages. 

2.  \  ou.  may  by  force  of  arms  at¬ 
tack,  lubdue,  and  take  all  flips  and 
other  veffiels  whatfoever,  carrying 
foldiers,  arms,  gunpowder,  ammu¬ 
nition,  provifions,  or  any  other  con¬ 
traband  goods,  to  any  of  the  Britifh 
aimies  or  fops  of  war  employed 
againf  thele  Colonies. 

3-  ^ou  fiail  bring  fuch  flips  and 
veffieis  as  you  fia!l  take,  with  their 
guns,  rigging,  tackle,  apparel,  fur¬ 
niture,  and  ladings,  to  loine  conve¬ 
nient  port  or  ports  of  the  United  Co- 
Ionie^,  that  proceedings  may  there¬ 
upon  be  had  in  due  form  before  the 
courts,  which  are  or  fhall  be  there 
appointed  to  hear  and  determine 
cauies  vi  li  and  maritime. 

4.  You,  or  one  of  your  chief  offi¬ 
cers,  Ihall  br.ng  or  fend  the  mailer 
and  pilot,  and  one  or  more  principal 
pe* fun  or  perfons  of  the  company  of 

every 
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every  (hip  or  vefiel  by  you  taken,  as 
foon  after  the  capture  as  may  be,  to 
the  judge  or  judges  cf  (ucn  couit  as 
aforefaid,  to  be  examined  upon  oath, 
and  make  aniwer  to  the  interrogato¬ 
ries  which  may  be  propounded  touch¬ 
ing  the  intereft  or  property  of  the 
fnfp  or  veffel,  and  her  lading  ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  you  fhall  deliver  or 
caufe  to  be  delivered  to  the  judge  or 
judges,  all  paffies,  lea  briers,  charter 
parties,  bills  ot  lading,  cockets,  let¬ 
ters,  and  other  documents  and  writ¬ 
ings  found  on  board,  proving  the  faid 
papers  by  the  affidavit  of  yourfelf  or 
of  fome  other  perfon  prefen t  at  the 
capture,  to  be  produced  as  they  weie 
received,  without  fraud,  addition, 
fubdu&ion,  or  embezzlement. 

5.  You  fhall  keep  and  preferve 
every  fhip  or  veftel  and  cargo^  by  you 
taken,  until  they  fhall,  by  a  fentence 
of  a  court  properly  authorifed,  be 
adjudged  lawful  prizes ;  not  feiiing, 
fpoiling,  wafting,  or  diminifiling  the 
fame,  or  breaking  the  bulk  thereof, 
nor  fuffering  any  fuch  thing  to  be 
done. 

6.  If  you,  or  any  of  your  officers 
or  crew,  fhall,  in  tola  blood,  Kill  or 
maim,  or  by  torture  or  otherwife, 
cruelly,  inhumanly,  and  contrary  to 
common  uiage,  and  the  piadlice  of 
civilized  nations  in  war,  treat  any 
perfon  or  perfons  furprifed  in  the  fhip 
or  veffel  you  fhall  take,  the  offender 
fhall  be  fevereiy  puniihed. 

7.  You  fhall,  by  all  convenient 
opportunities,  fend  to  Congre.s  writ¬ 
ten  accounts  of  the  captures  you  fhall 
make,  with  the  number  and  names 
of  the  captives,  copies  of  your  journal 
from  time  to  time,  ana  intelligence 
of  what  may  occur  or  be  ddcovered 
concerning  the  defigns  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  deftin  rations,  motions,  and 
operations  of  their  fleets  and  armies. 

8.  One-third,  at  ieaft,  of  your 
whole  company  lliall  be  ianu-men. 

g.  You  fhall  not  ranfom  any  pri- 
foners  or  captives,  but  fhall  diipofe 
them  in  fuch  manner  as  the  Con- 
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grefs,  or  if  that  be  not  fitting  in  the 
Colony  whither  they  fhall  be  brought, 
as  the  general  affembly,  convention, 
or  council,  or  committee  of  fafety  of 
fuch  Colony  fhall  direft.  1 

10,  You  flu  11  obferve  all  fuch  fur¬ 
ther  inftru&ions  as  Congrefs  fhall 
hereafter  give  in  the  premifes,  when 
you  fhall  have  notice  thereof, . 

1 1.  If  you  fliall  do  any  thing  con¬ 
trary  to  thefe  inftru&ions,  or  to  others 
hereafter  to  be  given,  or  willingly 
fuffer  fuch  tjimg  to  be  done,  you 
fhall  not  only  forfeit  your  commiffion, 
and  be  liable  to  an  a&ion  for  the 
breach  of  the  condition  of  your  bond, 
but  be  refponfible  to  the  party  grieved 
for  damages  fuftained  by  fuch  mal- 
verfation. 

Rei'olved,  That  an  order  for  zo,ooo 
dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in 
favour  of  James  Meafe,  com  miliary, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  Pennfylvania  bat¬ 
talions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  the  pay  of  the 
auditor  of  accounts  be  at  the  rate  of 
one  thoufand  and  fixty-fix  dollars, 
and  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  annum. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrels  will 
to-morrow  morning  refolve  itfelf  into, 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  trade  of  the. 
United  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
(Tburfday>  April  4,  1776. 
Refolved,  That  the  treafurers  be 
diredted  to  take  Colonel  Belletre’s 
bills  drawn  on  fome  of  his  friends  or 
correfpondents  in  Canada,  and  not 
upon  General  Carleton. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due. 

To  John  de  Hart,  for  provifions  fur- 
milled  by  Archibald  Campbell, 
the  fum  of  17.9  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  laid  account  be 
paid. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  100 
dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trealurers  in 
favour  of  Monf.  Ce  Fontaine,  tor  his 
fervices  in  Canada. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, 

Z°  2 
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the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a 


committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
conlideration  the  trade  of  the  United 
Colonies,  and  after  fome  time  fpent 
thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the 
chair ,  and  IVIr.  Harriion  reported 
that^  the  committee  hau  taken  into 
conlideration  the  matters  rclerred  to 
them,  and  had  come  to  fun  dry  rcfo- 
lutions,  which  he  was  ordered  to  de¬ 
liver  in. 

The  refolutions  agreed  to  by  the 
committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs  be¬ 
ing  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

i  he  committee,  to  whom  were 
Referred  the  memorial  from  James 
M‘ Knight,  and  the  letter  from  Alex¬ 
ander  M ‘Donald,  George  Giliefpie, 
and  i  .  W.  Saunders,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read.  Where¬ 
upon, 

Relolved,  That  the  committee  of 
inipedion  and  obfervation  of  the 
county  of  Burling-.cn,  be  requeued 
to  make  laie  of  the  floop  Sally, 
whereof  the  faid  James  M‘Knight 
was  prize  mailer,  and  which  was 
.iaiely  run  alhore  by  him,  within  the 
jai  1  county,  together  with  her  tackle, 
apparel,  and  furniture,  and  the  car¬ 
go  on  board,  at  public  audion  ;  ana 
a.te.  denuding  he  ch.irges  of  ie.ur- 
ing  and  fell  ng  he  fame,  to  p.  y  one 
irr.ie;y  01  the  lurpius  to  the  la  d  James 
jM‘Knight  for  'alvage,  an..  reta  n  t>  e 
other  moiety  thereof,  for  the  owner 
or  owners. 

*1  t  h1'  lb's.  Alexander  M‘Do 
n  K  •.  11  rgt  G/lIirie,  and  T  Vv . 
b  mo  i  v\  •  c>  av  1  at*  ly  come  into 
tt  ‘  o!  N  w-Jeriey  rrom  the 
-b1'  :  *  nJta  illan  .s,  where, 

ana  in -x,  e  '  .r.t.n,  they  have  con- 
fL  •  ab  -  ;.iop  i  ,  ven  lining,  be  ex 
cu  f  roe  e  ’t'-ring  in  i'  tlie  iviliiia 
oi  the  laid  Colon, ,  and  ijvin  figning 
the  alfoci  :tion  ;  provi  ed  a1  -  ays, 
that  the>  be,  in  all  other  rUpecL, 
fubjed  to  the  like  taxes  and  regula¬ 
tions  with  the  other  inhabitants  of 
the  faid  Colony, 


1  he  committee  appointed  to  con- 
fider  the  bell  ways  and  means  of  fun- 
plying  the  army  in  Canada,  brought 
in  a  farther  report,  which  was  read. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  53  dol¬ 
lars  be  advanced  to  Monf.  St.  Au-  ■ 
laire,  to  be  deduded  out  of  his  pay. 

Adjourned  to  ioo’clockon  Satur¬ 
day- 

Saturday,  April  6,  1776. 
Refolved,  That  the  fecret  commit¬ 
tee  be  direded  to  lupply  Captain, 
Romans  with  twenty-four  mufkets  for 
the  u  e  of  his  company. 

i  hat  the  faid  committee  be  dired¬ 
ed  to  deliver  to  Colonel  St.  Clair  fix 
pounds  of  powder  and  four  pounds 
of  lead,  tor  the  ufe  of  the  ride  com¬ 
pany  in  his  battalion. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  conl}- 
der  tion  of  the  report  from  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole,  and  the  fame 
being  twice  read,  and  debated  by 
paragraphs,  was  agreed  to  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Refolved,  That  any  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandife,  except  {laves  and 
empty  calks,  other  than  fhaken  or 
knocked  down  calks  for  molalfes, 
may  be  exported  from  the  This  teen 
United  Colonies,  by  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  and  by  the  people  of  all 
fuch  countries,  as  are  not  fubjed  to 
the  King  of  Great-jBritain,  to  any 
farts  of  the  world,  which  are  not 
end  j  the  dominion  of  the  laid  king  ; 
provided  that  no  veffel  be  permitted 
Co  export  any  greater  number  of 
ihaken  or  knocked  down  molalfes 
cafes,  than  the  lame  velfel  is  capable 
of  carrying,  when  they  fnali  filed 
wi  h  molalfes. 

Reiolied,  That  any  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandi/es,  except  luch  as  are 
of  the  growth,  production,  or  manu¬ 
facture  of,  or  brought  from  any  coun¬ 
try  under  the  dominion  of  the  King 
of  Great-Britain,  and  except  Eafl-’ 
India  tea,  may  be  imported  from 
any  other  parts  of  the  world,  to  the 
I hirteen  United  Colonies,  by  the 

in  ha* 
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Inhabitants  thereof,  and  by  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  all  fuch  countries  as  are  not 
fubjedt  to  the  faid  king ;  liable,  how¬ 
ever,  to  all  fuch  duties  and  impofi- 
tions  as  now  are,  or  may  hereafter 
be  laid  by  any  of  the  faid  Colonies. 

Refolved,  "That  nothing  herein 
contained  fhall  be  underftood  to  pre¬ 
vent  fuch  future  commercial  regula¬ 
tions,  as  fhall  be  thought  juft  and 
necefiary  by  thefe  United  Colonies, 
or  their  refpedUve  legiflatures. 

Refolved,  That  no  fLves  be  im¬ 
ported  into  any  of  the  Thirteen  Uni¬ 
ted  Colonies. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  affiemblies  and  conventions 
in  the  feveral  Colonies,  to  appoint 
proper  officers  at  convenient  places  in 
their  refpedlive  Colonies,  to  take 
bonds  in  adequate  penalties,  for  ob» 
ferving  the  regulations  made  by  the 
Congrefs,  or  affiemblies,  or  conven¬ 
tions,  concerning  trade,  and  for  fe- 
curing  the  obfervation  of  fuch  parts 
of  the  affociation,  as  are  not  incon- 
iiftent  therewith  ;  and  that  the  obligor 
fhall,  within  eighteen  months  alter 
the  departure  of  the  veffel,  produce 
to  fuch  officers  a  certificate  under  the 
hands  and  feals  of  three  or  more  repu¬ 
table  merchants,  refiding  at  the  port 
or  place  where  the  cargo  fhall  be  de¬ 
livered,  that  the  fame  was  there  un¬ 
laded,  and  take  rnanifefts  upon  oath, 
of  the  cargoes  exported  and  imported, 
and  keep  fair  accounts  ana  entries 
thereof,  give  bills  of  health  when 
deli  red,  grant  regifters  (hewing  the 
property  of  the  veffiels  cleared  out, 
and  fign  certificates  that  the  requifites 
for  qualifying  veffiels  to  trade,  have 
been  complied  with  :  and  that  the 
fees  of  the  faid  officers  be  ftated  by 
the  refpective  affiemblies  or  conven¬ 
tions.  Provided  always,  that  no 

profecurion  upon  any  of  the  faid 

bonds,  fhall  be  commenced,  but 

within  three  years  after  the  date 

thereof. 

Refolved,  That  all  goods,  wares. 
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and  merchandifes,  except  fuch  as  are 
made  prize  of,  which  fhall  be  im¬ 
ported  diredly  or  indirectly  from 
Great-Britain  or  Ireland,  into  any  of 
thefe  United  Colonies,  contrary  to 
the  regulations  eftablifhed  by  Con¬ 
grefs,  fhall  be  forfeited  and  difpofed 
of,  agreeable  to  fuch  ru'es  s  h-aii  be 
made  by  the  feveral  affiemblies  or 
conventions,  and  fhall  be  liable  to 
profecurion  and  condemnation  in  any 
court  ere&ed  or  to  be  eretted  for  the 
determination  of  maritime  affairs,  in 
the  Colony  where  the  feizure  fhall 

s 

be  made. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
thfee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  rc? 
iolution  for  di (poling  and  ufiag  the 
tea  now  in  thefe  Colonies. 

The  members  choien,  Mr.  R. 
Morris,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  M‘Kean. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon- matter 
for  William  M‘ Cany's  and  Rich¬ 
ard  Key’s  teams  to  Virginia  with 
powder,  each  thir  y  cays  and  fer¬ 
riages,  the  fum  ot  250.5  dollars. 
Ordered,  That  the  lame  be  paid. 
The  committee  to  whom  the  let¬ 
ters  from  General  Schuyler  of  the 
yth  and  19th,  and  from  W.  Build¬ 
ing,  Efq;  chairman  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  New- York,  of  the  26th  of 
March  laft,  were  referred,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  being  taken  * 
into  confederation, 

Refolved,  1  hat  the  committee  of 
infpebtion  and  obfervation  of  Albany 
be  defired  to  examine,  ftate,  and  let- 
tie  the  accounts  Oi  expences  incurred 
in  the  taking  of  Ticonderoga  and 
Crown-Point,  which  fhall  be  laid 
before  them  by  general  Schuyler, 
and  report  the  fame  to  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  T  hat  the  commifiioners 
for  Indian  affairs  in  the  Northern 
Department,  be  defired  to  affure  the 
Indians  that  Congrefs  will  00  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  procure  goods 
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for  them,  and  hope  they  fhall  foon 
accompli  ill  it. 

•Refolved,  That  Robert  Yates  be 
appointed  fecretary  to  the  com  mi  f- 
honers  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  Nor¬ 
thern  Department,  and  be  al'owed  at 
the  rate  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  by  the  year. 

Refolved,  That  the  remainder  of 
the  report  be  podponed. 

A  letter  from  General  Washington 
of  the  27th  of  March.  And, 

A  letter  from  Brigadier-General 
Heath  being  received  and  read, 

Refolved,  That  the  letter  from 
General  Walhington  with  the  papers 
in  doled,  be  referred  to  a  committee 
or  the  whole  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  100,000 
dollars  be  font  to  Ncw-York  for  the 
ufe  of  the  army  there,  in  the  lervice 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  committee  for  prifoners  brought 
in  a  report  whit  h  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved,  I  hat  the  delegates  of 
Yirginia  be  diieftcd  to  write  to  their 
convention  or  committee,  or  council 
of  fafety,  to  coiled  and  forward  to 
the  treafurers  of  tire  United  Colonies, 
what  gold  and  filver  they  can  pro¬ 
cure,  and  to  draw  on  the  prefident 
for  the  amount  thereof,  at  the  rate  of 
eight  dollars  for  half  joes,  weighing 
nine  penny  weight. 

The  committee  on  qualifications, 
having  recommended  Samuel  Check- 
Icy,  as  a  proper  perfon  to  fill  a  va¬ 
cancy  of  an  enfign  in  the  third  Penn- 
fylvania  battalion  : 

Ordered,  That  a  commiflion  be 
granted  to  the  laid  Samuel  Checldey 
accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Tuef- 
day  next. 

cf  ucfday ,  dpril  9,  1 776. 

Refolved,  'That  the  fum  of  200,000 
dollars  be  Dnt  to  New- York,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  continental  forces  there. 

A  lift  of  prifoners  brought  from 
Canada  by  Major  Zedwitz,  and  a 
letter  cf  the  4th  from  John  Nelfon, 


chairman  of  the  committee  of  Bruns¬ 
wick,  refpeding  prifoners  brought  to 
that  place  ;  alfo  a  letter  from  Col. 
Haflet  of  the  Delaware  battalion, 
being  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read, 

Refolved,  That  they  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  prifoners. 

A  letter  of  the  5  th  from  Captain 
Brice,  a  pri foner  at  Brunfwick,  was 
prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read, 
whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  Captain  Brice  be 
permitted  to  come  to  Philadelphia, 
in  order  to  confult  a  phyfician,  and 
there  wait  the  orders  of  Congrefs. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  of  March  from 
Brigadier-General  Woofter,  and  a 
letter  of  the  26th  of  the  fame  month, 
from  General  Schuyler,  were  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  e- 
ledlion  of  an  auditor-general,  and  the 
ballots  berng  taken  and  examined, 

John  Gibfon,  Efq;  was  elefted. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confidera- 
tion  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
prifoners,  whereupon, 

Reiolved,  That  Captain  Thomas 
Gamble  be  not  exchanged,  there 
being  no  cartel  fettled. 

Refolved,  That  Captain  Duncan 
Campbell,  be  permitted  torefide  with 
his  wife  and  family,  in  the  city  of 
Burlington  in  Nevv-Jerfey. 

Reiolved,  That  the  committee  on 
prifoners  be  directed  to  write  to  Gen. 
Schuyler,  and  take  his  opinion, 
whether  Allan  McDonald,  and  the 
other  hoftages  taken  in  Tryon  county 
may,  confident  with  the  public  fafety, 
be  permitted  to  return  to  their  refpec- 
tive  homes  on  their  parole. 

Refolved,  That  a  lift  of  the  pri- 
foi  tors  of  war  in  each  Colony  be  made 
out  and  tran fruited  to  the  home  of 
aifembly,  cony  ntion,  council,  •  or 
committee  ol  lafi.ty  of  fuch  Colony, 
refpedlivelv,  and  (hat  they  be  autho¬ 
rized  and  requefted  o  cauie  .adrift 
obfi.-j  vance  of  the  terms  •  n  which  fuch 
pfifoners  have  been  enlarged,  and 
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alfo  take  efpecial  care  that  none  of 
thole  confined  by  order  of  Congrefs 
be  fuffered  to  efcape ;  and  alfo  that 
the  allowance  to  each  prifoner  be 
punctually  paid  by  the  prefident  of 
the  convention,  or  of  the  council,  or 
committee  of  fafety  of  the  Colony  in 
which  he  refides ;  and  where  there 
are  no  conventions,  by  the  fpeakers 
of  aiTembly,  which  faid  prefidents  or 
fpeakers,  are  hereby  authorized,  from 
time  to  time,  to  draw  for  the  fums 
advanced  in  puifuance  of  this  refo- 
lution,  upon  the  prefident  of  Con¬ 
grefs. 

Refolved,  That  Brigadier- General 
Prefcot,  upon  fubfcribmg  the  parole 
ordered,  be  enlarged  from  his  pre- 
fent  confinement. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due. 

To  Lewis  Nicola,  for  repairs  done  at 
the  old  goal  in  this  city,  fitted  up 
for  the  reception  of  troops,  the  fum 
of  226  dollars. 

To  joleph  Page,  for  his  fervice  in 
attending  the  powder  waggons  to 
Virginia,  the  fum  of  55  dollars, 
and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid 
to  Benjamin  Harrifon,  E;q: 

To  Jacob  Garrigues,  for  transcribing 
minutes,  letters,  &c.  for  Congrefs, 
k  the  fum  of  48.2  dollars. 

To  John  Bruce,  for  402  tin  cartouch 
boxes,  the  fum  of  17.42  dollars. 
To  John  Armer  and  Samuel  Alien, 
for  bringing  baggage,  &c.  be¬ 
longing  to  Meffrs.  Dulhunt  and 
Gamilii,  from  New- York  to  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  the  fum  of  21  dollars, 
and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  p.  id 
to  Sameul  Allen. 

To  fundry  perfons  for  horfe-hire, 
provifions,  &c.  the  fum  of  12.5 
dollars,  and  that  the  lame  ought  to 
be  paid  to  John  Alfop,  Elq; 

To  Clement  Biddle  for  provifions, 
&c.  for  the  Britilh  troops  of  the 
yth  and  26th  regiments  who  are 
prifoners,  the  fum  of  294  dollars, 
and  for  Wampum  for  the  louthem 
department,  the  fum  of  59  dollars. 


To  Ludowic  Kuhn,  for  boarding  part 
of  Captain  Romans’s  company  of 
matrolfes,  the  fum  of  59.8  dollars. 
To  William  Shepherd,  for  two  horfes 
fold  by  him  to  General  Lee,  and 
for  fundry  articles  of  Geers,  the 
fum  of  175.7  dollars. 

To  Matthias  Slough,  for  provifions 
for  the  7th  and  26th  regiments  of 
Britilh  troops  from  the  26th  Feb. 
to  the  2 1  It  March,  the  fum  of 
193.3  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts 
be  paid. 

Lord  Stirling  having,  agreeable  to 
the  Order  of  Congrefs  of  the  19th  of 
March  laft,  appointed  perfons  to  va¬ 
lue  the  boat  of  Michael  Kearney, 
jun.  and  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs  the 
valuation  by  them  made,  amounting 
to  725  dollars. 

Ordered,  that  the  fame  paid  to  the 
faid  Michael  Kearney. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow* 
Wednejday ,  April  10,  1 776. 

Two  letters  of  the  ill  from  Gen. 
Wafhington  were  laid  before  Congrefs 
and  read  :  alfo  a  letter  of  the  8th 
from  John  Connoly. 

Refolved,  That  the  letter  from 
General  Wafhington  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  report 
on  Indian  affairs  in  the  Middle  De¬ 
partment,  and  the  petition  of  Capt. 
White  Eyes  were  referred,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon. 

Refolved,  That  the  commiffioners 
for  Indian  affairs  in  the  Middle  De¬ 
partment,  or  any  one  of  them,  be 
dciired  to  employ  for  reafonable  Hila¬ 
ries  a  minilter  of  the  gofpel,  to  refide 
among  the  Delaware  Indians,  and 
inllrud  them  in  the  ChrilLan  reli¬ 
gion  ;  a  fchoolmaller  to  teach  their 
youth  reading,  writing,  and  arkh- 
rnetic  ;  aiio  a  bhck-fmith  to  do  the 
work  of  the  Indians  in  the  Middle 
Department. 

Refolved,  That  the  commiffioners 
for  Indian  affairs  in  the  Mddle  De¬ 
partment, 
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partment,  be  defired  to  provide  at 
the  expence  of  the  United  Colonies 
for  the  entertainment  of  the  fachems 
and  warriors  of  the  Indians,  and 
their  attendants  and  meffengers,  with 
the  accudomed  hofpitality,  when  they 
come  to  Pittlburgh  to  treat  or  give 
intelligence  of  public  affairs,  or  upon 
a  vifit. 

Refolved,  That  the  commifuoncrs 
for  Indian  affairs,  be  defired  to  ac¬ 
quaint  the  Indians  in  their  refpedlive 
departments,  that  Congrefs  have 
formed  a  plan  for  importing  goods  to 
fupply  their  necefiities. 

That  the  commiffioners  for  Indian 
affairs  be  defired  to  enquire  and  re¬ 
port  the  caufe  of  the  difcontent  of 
thelndians  in  theMiddL  Department, 
what  mea fures  may  be  purfued  to  re- 
ilore  qui'  t  and  harmony,  and  to  ufe 
their  utmolt  endeavours  in  the  mean 
time  to  prevent  hollilities. 

Refolved,  That  although  the  prof- 
pcrity  of  Dartmouth  College  in  the 
colony  of  New- Hampshire,  is  a  de¬ 
finable  object,  it  is  neither  feafonable 
nor  prudent  to  contribute  toward  ,  its 
relief  or  fupport  out  of  the  public 
t  re  a  fury. 

Refolved,  That  fo  foon  as  conve¬ 
niently  may  be,  a  treaty  be  held  be¬ 
tween  the  cornmiffiom  is  for  Indian 
affairs  in  the  Middle  Department,  and 
the  nations  of  Indians  to  the  well- 
ward  ;  and  that  the  faid  commiffion¬ 
ers  be  defired  to  appoint  the  time  and 
place  of  meeting  for  that  purpofe, 
and  give  the  Indians  information 
thereof. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to 
Captain  George  M  r>m,  vEneas 
Mackay,  Efq;  and  Captain  John 
Neville,  to  aujult  and  determine  all 
matters  of  c  irf  aence  between  Co- 
quataginta  or  C  .pta;n  W'hiie  Eyes, 
and  Meffrs.  Bernard  Gratz,  and 
Michael  Gratz  ;  and  that  the  arbi¬ 
trators,  in  cafe  either  of  the  parties, 
to  whom  it  is  recommen  ed  ro  fub- 
mit  to  their  awaid,  fhad  refute  to 
abide  thereby,  report  tue  reaibns  of 
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fuch  refufal  with  a  Hate  of  the  cafe, 
and  any  other  matters  they  (hall  think 
fit,  to  Congrefs. 

That  difputes  which  fhall  arife 
between  any  of  the  white  people  and 
the  Indians  in  their  dealings,  (if  the 
latter  will  confent)  be  determined  by 
arbitrators  chofen,  one  by  each  of 
the  parties,  and  another  by  the  com- 
miffioners  for  Indian  affairs,  or  when 
they  are  abfent,  by  the  agent  in  the 
department  where  the  Indian  partv 
refides. 

\ 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to 
the  choice  of  an  agent  for  Indian  af¬ 
fairs  in  the  Middle  Department,  and 
the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

George  Morgan,  Efq;  was  elected. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  300 
dollars  be  prefented  to  Capt.  White 
Eyes. 

Refolved,  That  George  Morgan^ 
Efq;  the  agent  for  Indian  affairs  in 
the  Middle  Department,  be  im pow¬ 
ered  to  purchafe  for  Captain  White 
Eyes,  two  horfes  with  two  faddles 
and  bridles,  and  that  the  treafurers 
be  dire&ed  to  pay  to  the  faid  George 
Morgan,  a  fum  not  exceeding  100 
dollars  for  defraying  the  expences 
thereof. 

Refolved,  That  the  following 
fpeech  be  delivered  to  Captain  White 
E\es  to-morrow  morning. 

“  Brother  Capt.  White  Eyes, 

“  We  have  not  been  unmindful  of 
our  promife  made  to  you  and  your 
nation  the  16th  of  December.  We 
now  thank  you  for  your  fpeech  to  us 
the  2d  of  lall  month.’ ’ 

“  Brothers  the  Delawares, 

“  At  the  council  fire  at  Pittlburgh, 
laft  fall,  and  fince  by  our  Brother 
Captain  White  Eyes,  who  hath  been 
ad  the  whrei  with  u^,  you  requelled 
our  adillance  to  promote  peace  and 
u  eful  knowledge  among  you,  parti¬ 
cular)  the  knowle  .ge  of  the  Clmftian 
religion.  We  rejoice  brothers,  to 
find  you  thus  difpofed,  and  will,  as 
e  ad,  as  we  can,  provide  a  fuitable 
minifter  and  fchool  matter,  and  a  fober 
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man  to  indruCt  you  in  agriculture. 
Thefe  things  we  agreed  to  do,  bro¬ 
thers,  at  your  requed,  and  to  con¬ 
vince  you,  that  we  with  to  advance 
your  happinefs,  and  that  theie  may 
be  a  lading  union  between  us,  and 
that  as  you  exprefs  it,  we  may  be¬ 
come  one  people.  1  he  introduction 
of  ufeful  arts  among  yon  will  be  ef¬ 
fected,  we  apprehend,  by  encourag¬ 
ing  handicraft  men  to  fettle  and  re- 
fi.de  in  your  country.  T  he  method 
of  doing  this,  inuft  be  left  to  your 

difcretion. 

<f  Brothers, 

<<  We  defire  you  will  make  it 
known  among  all  the  Indian  nations 
to  the  wedward,  that  we  are  deter¬ 
mined  to  cultivate  peace  and  friend¬ 
ship  with  them,  and  that  we  will  en¬ 
deavour  by  making  the  bed  regula¬ 
tions  in  our  power,  to  prevent  any 
of  our  people  wronging  them  in  any 
manner,  or  taking  their  lands  ;  and 
that  we  will  drive  to  put  the  trade 
between  us  on  fuch  a  footing  as  will 
fecure  the  peace  and  promote  the  in- 
tered  of  all  parties ;  and  we  expe-Ct, 
that  all  the  wife  men  of  every  Indian 
nation,  will  ufe  their  influence  for 
the  dime  purpofe.” 

**  Brothers, 

e(  We  have  named  George  Mor¬ 
gan,  Efq:  as  agent  under  our  com- 
miflioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the 
Middle  Department,  and  we  defire  you 
will  confer  with  him  on  whatever 
bufinefs  you  may  have  with  us.  We 
hope  you  will  inform  him  of  all  pub¬ 
lic  matters.  We  recommend  him  to 
your  friendfhip.'5 
<c  Brothers, 

cc  You  tell  us,  that  your  unoes, 
our  brothers,  theWiandots  have  given 
your  nation  a  large  trad  of  country, 
comprehended  between  the  river  Ohio 
on  the  fouth,  the  wed  branch  of  the 
river  Mufkingham  and  Sandufky  on 
the  well.  Lake  Erie  on  the  north, 
and  Prefqui  Ide  on  the  eaft.” 

“  Brothers, 

Hearken  to  our  advice.  As  we 
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are  informed  that  your  uncles  our 
brothers  the  Six  Nations  claim  mod  of 
thofe  lands,  we  recommend  it  to  you 
to  obtain  their  approbation  of  this 
o-rant  to  you  from  the  Wfiandots  in 
public  council,  and  have  it  put  on 
record.  Such  a  dep  will  prevent  un- 
eafinefs  and  jealoufy  on  their  part, 
and  continue  the  confidence  and 
frienddiip  which  fubfids  between  you 
and  them.  We  wifh  to  promote  the 
lading  peace  and  happinefs  of  all  our 
brothers  the  Indian  nations,  who 
live  with  us  on  this  great  idand.  As 
far  as  your  fettlement  and  fecurity 
may  depend  upon  us,  you  may  be 
allured  of  our  protection.  We  fhall 
take  all  the  care  in  our  power,  that 
no  interruption  or  didurbance  be 
given  you  by  our  people,  nor  fhall 
any  of  them  be  differed  by  force  or 
fraud  to  deprive  you  of  any  of  your 
lands,  or  to  fettle  them  without  a  fair 
purchafc  from  you,  and  your  free 
confent.  If  contrary  to  your  inten¬ 
tion,  any  injury  fhould  be  offered  to 
you  by  any  of  our  people,  inform  us 
of  it,  and  we  fhall  be  always  ready 
to  procure  you  fatisfaClion  and  re- 
drefs.” 

“  Brother  Capt.  White  Eyes, 

“  We  defire  you  will  inform  your 
nation,  your  uncles  the  Six  Nations, 
and  Wiandots,  your  grand-children 
the  Shawarele,  and  all  the  other  na¬ 
tions,  what  you  have  feen  and  heard 
among  us,  and  exhort  them  to  keep 
fad  hold  of  the  covenant  chain  of 
friendlhip,  which  we  hare  fo  lately 
repaired  and  drengthened.  As  you 
are  now  about  to  depart,  we  prefent 
you  with  feme  money  to  buy  cloaths 
and  neceffaries,  and  pay  your  ex- 
pences,  and  wifh  you  a  good  journey, 
and  bid  you  farewell. ” 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thurfdayy  April  II,  1 77^" 

A  letter  of  the  7th,  from  General 
Putnam  at  New- York,  with  lundry 
papers  enclofed  was  preiented  to  Con- 
ore  fs  and  read. 

°  Reffolved,  That  an  order  for  10,000 
a  a  dollars 
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dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in 
favoui  of  Carpenter  Wharton  com- 
miflary,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Pennfyl- 

vania  battalions,  he  to  be  accounta¬ 
ble. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due, 

To  Lieutenant-colonel  Zedwitz  for 
expences  in  curing  a  wound  re¬ 
ceived  by  him  in  falling  from  the 
Walls  of  Quebec,  and  his  expences 
from  thence  to  Philadelphia*  the 
fum  of  255.6  dollars, 
l  o  John  Hales  for  carriage  hire,  &c. 
for  t lie  comimlhoners  gomp~  to  Ca¬ 
nada,  the  fum  of  273  dollars. 

To  Oliver  Woolcot,  Efq;  for  his  ex¬ 
pences  in  attending  a  treaty  with 
the  Six  Nations  at  Albany,  the  fum 
of  60  dollars. 

To  Dr.  Jonathan  Pitts,  for  attending 
the  prifoners  at  Reading,  the  fum 
of  76.6  dollars  ;  and  for  medicines, 
t5c.  provided  for  the  troops  in  the 
Middle  Department,  the  fum  of 
334.6  dollars,  amounting  together 
to  the  fum  of  21 1.2  dollars. 

T o  the  following  perfons  for  board¬ 
ing  General  Lee's  guard,  viz. 

Richard  Jacobs,  the  fum  of  6.4 
dollars ;  William  Staddleman,  7.4* 
William  M'DowelJ,  3.4;  Lawrence 
began,  8.4;  Jacob  Wyncop,  13.6; 
Michael  Gallagher,  1.8;  John  Ker- 
lin,  8.6;  Charles  Stultz,  8.7 
Jo  Captain  Long,  for  fo  much  ad¬ 
vanced  by  him  to  Captain  John 
Nelfon,  of  one  of  the  rifle  com¬ 
panies,  the  fum  of  10.7  dollars. 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts 
be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  of 
claims  allow  for  the  fupport  of  the 
hoilages  lent  by  Gen.  Schuyler  from 
rI  ryon  county,  the  fum  of  two  dol¬ 
lars  a-week. 

Rcfoived,  rI  hat  two  new  members 
be  added  to  the  cannon  committee, 
in  the  room  of  two  who  are  abfent. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Clinton 
and  Mr.  Whipple. 

Refolved,  That  the  fccret  com- 
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mittee  be  direded  to  fupply  the  de¬ 
legates  of  Maryland  with  one  ton  of 
powder  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  eailern  ihore  in  that  Colony. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  of 
lafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requeued  to 
provide  proper  barracks  or  quarters 
for  luch  of  the  continental  troops  as 
may  be  ftom  time  to  time  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia. 

Reiolved,  1  hat  the  commanding 
officer  at  New-York,  be  directed  to 
dilcharge  the  militia  of  New-Jerfey 
who  are  in  the  pay  of  the  continent. 

1  hat  the  commanding  officer  at 
New-York  be  diredted  to  difeharge 
the  whole  or  fuch  parts  of  the  militia 
of  New-York  and  Connecticut,  now 
in^the  pay  of  the  continent,  as  the 
public  fervice  will  permit. 

A  petition  from  Eliphalet  Dyer 
and  William  Williams,  in  behalf  of 
the  colony  of  Connecticut,  was  pre- 

and  read,  fetting 
forth  that  the  Colony  has  advanced 
large  lums  of  money  for  the  conti¬ 
nent  over  and  above  what  have  been 
paid  them,  that  though  they  have 
ufed  their  utmofl  diligence  they  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  prepare  a  full 
Hate  of  their  accounts  to  lay  before 
Congrefs,  and  as  their  treafury  is 
exhaufted,  and  the  Colony  and  the 
public  int^refl:  in  danger  of  fuffering 
for  want  of  iupplies,  praying  that  the 
Congrefs  would  advance  to  the  Colo¬ 
ny  the  fum  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds 
lawful  money,  in  part  of  their  ad¬ 
vances. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  166, 
666.2  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  colo¬ 
ny  of  Connedlicut,  on  account  of 
their  advances  for  the  fervice  of  the 
continent,  the  faid  Colony  to  be  ac¬ 
countable. 

Captain  White  Eyes  being  called 
in,  the  fpeech  was  delivered  to  him, 
and  the  money  paid. 

Refolved,  That  fifty  dollars  be  paid 
to  Ifaac  S ti lie  the  interpreter. 

Reiolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  conventions  and  committees  or 

councils 
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councils  of  fafety  of  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina,  to  provide  for  the 
maintenance  and  fecurity  of  the  pri- 
foners  made  of  the  enemy  in  their 
Colonies,  agreeable  to  the  regulations 
of  Congrefs  for  the  fupport  of  pri- 
foners,  and  that  the  expence  .thereof 
be  defrayed  by  the  Continent. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
truth  of  the  report  refpedling  Gov. 
Tryon’s  exading  an  oath  from  perfons 
going  by  the  packet,  and  to  afcertain 
the  fad  by  affidavits  taken  before  a 
chief  juftice,  or  other  chief  magif- 
trate. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  Wiifon. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  thirty 
dollars  be  advanced  to  John  Harkels, 
a  wounded  foldier,  who  was  difeharged 
at  Cambridge  without  any  pay. 

Information  being  given  that  Mr. 
Hevves,  aprifoner,  has  been  defrauded 
of  a  large  quantity  of  goods. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
truth  of  this  matter,  and  report  to 
Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.MTIean, 
Mr.  Huntingdon,  and  Mr.  Duane. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  pe¬ 
tition  of  John  Secord  was  referred, 
brought  in  their  report  which  was 
read. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  feveral  aflemblies,  conventions, 
and  committees  or  councils  of  fafety 
of  the  United  Colonies,  to  ufe  their 
belt  endeavours  in  communicating  to 
foreign  nations  the  relolutions  of 
Congrefs  relative  to  trade. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday ,  April  I  2,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  21ft  March  from 
W.  H.  Drayton,  prefident  of  the 
convention  of  South  Carolina,  with 
a  copy  of  the  ad  of  parliament  pro¬ 
hibiting  all  trade  and  commerce  with 
the  American  Colonies.  Alfo, 

A  letter  of  the  10th  inilant  from 
Colonel  John  Hailey  inclofing  an  ac-> 


count  of  the  engagement  between  the 
detachment  of  the  Delaware  battalion 
at  Lewes,  and  a  tender  of  the  Roe¬ 
buck ;  alfo  informing  that  another 
company  is  wanted  at  Lewes  Town, 
and  that  he  has  ordered  one  to  march 
thither,  were  laid  before  Congrefs 
and  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  conduct  of 
Colonel  Hailet  in  ordering  another 
company  to  Lewes  Town,  be  ap¬ 
proved. 

The  committee  on  qualifications 
having  recommended  James  Hunter 
as  a  fit  perfon  to  fill  the  oldeft  vacancy 
of  fecond  lieutenant,  and  Joel  Weft- 
coat  as  a  fuitable  perfon  to  fill  the 
fecond  oldeft  vacancy  of  fecond  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  the  third  Pennfylvania  bat¬ 
talion, 

Refolved,  That  commiffions  be 
granted  to  them  accordingly. 

Refolved,  That  the  treafurers  be 
directed  to  pay  Mr.  Price  the  fum  of 
16,000  dollars  in  fpecie  in  part  of  the 
film  ordered  tp  be  advanced  to  him 
and  Mr.  Haywood. 

A  petition  from  Colonel  James 
Raft  on  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Brax¬ 
ton,  Mr,  Duane,  and  Mr.  Alexan¬ 
der. 

Refolved,  That  the  aflemblies, 
conventions,  and  committees  or  coun¬ 
cils  of  fafety  of  the  Colonies  reflec¬ 
tively,  in  which  prifoners  are,  or  fhall 
chufe,  or  be  appointed  to  refide,  be 
impowered  to  remove  fuch  prifoners 
from  place  to  place  within  the  fame 
Colonies,  as  often  as  to  fuch  affem- 
biies,  conventions,  or  committees  or 
councils  of  fafety  refpedively,  it 
fhall  feem  proper,  having  regard  to 
the  former  relolutions  of  Congrefs 
concerning  prifoners. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Alexander  be 
appointed  a  member  of  the  marine 
committee,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Chafe  who  is  abfent. 

A  a  2 


A  me* 


A  memorial  from  the  Scotch  homa¬ 
ges  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  claims. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due. 

To  Kerry  Holier,  for  rifles  and  cafh 
furniihtd  to  Captain  NelfoiTs  com¬ 
pany  of  rifle-men,  the  fum  of  364.8 
e  mrs  to  be  charged  to  laid  com- 
y  ;  and  for  provifions  for  faid 
company,  the  fum  of  171.3  dol¬ 
lars,  and  for  neceflaries  provided  for 
prifoners  at  Reading,  1203  dollars, 
and  for  his  pay  as  quarter- mailer 
in  procuring  provifions,  59  dollars; 
for  provifions  made  for  receiving 
the  prifoners  from  Johnflovvn,  the 
lum  of  240  dollars  ;  for  exprefles 
and  incidental  charges,  the  fum  of 
62.9  dollars,  the  whole  amounting 
to  2101  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 
Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  dlpril  13,  1 776. 
Refolved,  That  an  order  for  20,000 
dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in 
fivour  of  James  Meafe  commiflary 
for  the  life  of  the  Perinfylvania  bat¬ 
talions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Mr.  Meafe  having  applied  to  Con- 
greis  for  advice  how  to  con  dud  hirn- 
felf  in  paying  the  fixth  Pennfylvania 
battalion, 

Refolved,  That  the  queries  pro¬ 
pounded  by  Mr.  Meafe  be  referred 
to  the  committee  lor  procuring  fire 
arms. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  the  ballance  of 
his  account  for  waggon  hire,  the 
fum  of  436  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

A  petition  from  the  committee  of 
the  town  fhips  of  Walpack,  Sandyf- 
tonc,  and  Montague,  in  the  county 
cf  b  11  flex  in  New-Jerfey,  was  pre¬ 
fented  to  Conerefs  and  read. 

o 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  he  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  commiflioners  for  Indian 


affairs,  who  are  members  of  Con¬ 
grefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre  • 
pare  a  refolution  for  the  fale  and  con- 
fumption  or  the  teas  now  in  thefe 
Colonies,  brought  in  the  fame,  which 
was  read  and  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

W  hereas  by  the  third  article  of  the 
affociation  entered  into  by  the  late 
continental  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia, 
on  the  24th  day  of  O&ober,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1774,  it  was  agreed, 
that  from  that  day  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  Colonies  “  would  not  pur- 
chafe  nor  ufe  any  tea  imported  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Eafl  India  company,  or 
any  on  which  duty  had  been  or  lhould 
be  paid,  and  from  and  after  the  fiill 
day  of  March  then  next  following, 
they  would  not  purchafe  or  ufe  arty 
Eafl  Indian  tea  whatever And 
whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  to 
this  Congrefs,  that  the  time  as  afore- 
faid  limited  for  the  confumpdon  of 
the  tea  then  on  hand  was  too  fhort ; 
whereby  many  zealous  friends  to  the 
American  caufc,  who  had  imported 
large  quantities  of  that  commodity, 
with  deflgn  not  merely  to  advance 
their  fortunes,  but  to  counteract  the 
plan  then  purfued  by  the  miniftry, 
and  India  company,  to  introduce  and 
fell  in  thefe  Colonies  tea  fubjeefl  t* 
duty,  are  likely  to  become  great  fufl* 
ferers  ;  the  greater  part  of  the  eflates 
of  many  of  them  being  veiled  in  that 
article,  and  they  by  that  means  ren¬ 
dered  incapable  not  only  of  paying 
their  debts  and  maintaining  their 
families,  but  alio  of  vigoroufly  ex¬ 
erting  themfelves  in  the  fervice  of 
their  country  :  and  whereas  it  was  c* 
riginally  the  deflgn  of  Congrefs,  that 
all  India  tea,  which  had  been  im¬ 
ported  agreeable  tojthe  tenor  of  the 
faid  a/Tociadon,  might  be  fold  and. 
con  fumed,  '  but  the  time  limited  for 
that  pnrpofe  proving  too  fhort. 

Refolved,  That  all  India  tea  im¬ 
ported  as  a  fore  faid,  exprefsly  except¬ 
ing  all  teas  imported  by  or  on  account 
of  the  Eafl;  India  company,  now  re¬ 
maining 
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plaining  on  hand  In  thefe  Colonies  be 
fold  and  ufed. 

And  whereas  from  the  future  im¬ 
portation  of  tea  being  prohibited, 
fome  tea-holders  may  be  tempted  to 
avail  themfel.ves  of  the  fcareity  which 
will  be  occalioned  by  it,  and  exa& 
exorbitant  prices  for  an  article 
little  real  value  in  itfelf,  and  which 
pwes  its  worth  to  an  habit  in  many 
refpe&s  pernicious  to  the  inhabitants 
of  thefe  Colonies. 

Refolved,  therefore,  that  bohea 
tea  ought  not  to  be  fold  by  retail  in 
the  fm  all  eft  quantities  at  a  higher 
price  in  any  Colony,  than  at  the  rate 
of  three  fourth  parts  of  a  dollar  per 
pound  ;  and  other  teas  at  fuch  a  price 
as  fhall  be  regulated  by  the  committees 
of  the  town  or  county,  where  the  tea 
is  fold  ;  and  that  all  perfons,  who 
fhall  either  give  or  take  a  greater 
price  for  it,  ought  to  be  conlidered 
as  enemies  to  the  American  caufe, 
and  treated  accordingly.  And  it  is 
earneftly  recommended  to  all  com¬ 
mittees  of  infpedlion  and  obfervation 
as  well  to  be  vigilant  in  carrying  this 
refolve  into  execution,  as  thofe  which 
prohibit  the  importation  of  India  tea 
from  any  part  of  the  world,  it  being 
the  defire  of  Congrefs  to  exclude  all 
teas,  except  fuch  as  may  make  part 
of  the  cargoes  of  prizes  taken  by  fhips 
of  war  or  privateers  belonging  to 
thefe  Colonies. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  commit¬ 
tee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Hartley  one  quarter  cafk  of 
powder,  to  repay  fo  much  by  him 
borrowed  for  the  ufe  of  the  conti- 

i  '  . 

nent. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  letter  to  the  committee  of 
lately  of  New-Jerfey,  brought  in  a 
draught,  which  being  read' was  agreed 

to. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  tran- 
feribed,  figned  by  the  preiident  and 
tranfmitted. 

The  committee  appointed  to  con- 
fider  thereprefentation  and  queries  of 


James  Meafe  refpe&ing  the  fixth  bat¬ 
talion  of  troops  commanded  by  Col. 
Irvine,  brought  in  their  report  which 
was  read.  Whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  certificates  of 
magiftrates  oi  other  refpedable  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  county  of  Cumheiiand, 
who  have  infpe&ed  and  examined  the 
companies  of  the  faid  battalion,  fhall 
in  this  in  fiance  juflify  the  pay  mailer 
in  paying  fuch  companies  agreeable  to 
the  faid  certificates,  the  muiter-maf- 
ter  being  abfent. 

That  the  fupernumerary  privates, 
that  have  been  inlified  and  are  armed 
and  cloathed,  be  continued  and  paid. 

That  the  officers  in  the  faid  batta¬ 
lion  be  paid  for  their  fubfiilence  fince 
the  recruiting  fervice  has  been  over, 
at  the  rates  ufed  in  other  battalions. 

That  the  claim  of  the  enfign  in 
Captain  Wilfon’s  company  to  pay 
and  fubfiilence,  from  the  time  of  en¬ 
tering  into  actual  fervice,  be  allowed. 

Refolved,  That  the  marine  com¬ 
mittee  be  impowered  to  build  two 
gallies,  capable  of  carrying  two  36 
or  42  pounders,  to  oppofe  the  ene¬ 
my's  veil'd s  in  bays  and  harbours, 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  for 
calling  cannon  be  directed  to  contract 
for  the  calling  forty  howitzers,  with 
a  fufficien*  quantity  of  fhells. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take 
i  to  confideration  the  application  of 
James  Hughes,  late  town  major  of 
Montreal,  and  now  one  or  the  pri- 
foners  of  the  Thirteen  United  colo¬ 
nies,  brought  in  their  report ;  wiiere- 
in  they  reprefen t, 

“  That  it  appears  to  them  that 
Mrs.  id  ughes,  the  wife  oi  the  faid 
James  Hughes  on  or  about  the  5th  of 
February  latl,  bargained  with  a.  cer¬ 
tain  Jabez  Wed,  for  divers  goods  and 
merchandize  in  her  pofleffion  a.  Mon¬ 
treal,  for  which  the  faid  Weft,  as 
the  faid  J.  Hughes  ailedges',  agreed 
to  pay  ^903  jl  1  9  |  ft ci  Img  money 
of  Great  Britain,  and  1 5  1  1  9 
Hallifax  currency,  in  gold  and  hlver 
to  the  faid  Hughes,  within  eighteen 


days  from  that  time,  upon  which 
payment  oeing  made,  the  goods  were 
to  be  delivered  at  Albany,  to  the  faid 
^Vefl:,  by  a  certain  John  Stevenfon 
oi  Albany,  to  whom  they  were  to  be 
fent  at  the  expence  of  the  faid  Weil  ; 
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that  the  faid  Wed  paid  to  the  faid 
Hughes,  240  dollars  in  part,  but  it 
was,  as  the  faid  Hughes  alledges, 
agreed  that  if  the  refidue  of  the  mo¬ 
ney  was  not  paid  within  the  time  li¬ 
mited,  then  the  240  dollars  were  to 
be  forfeited,  and  the  goods  not  to  be 
delivered ;  that  the  goods  arrived  at 
Albany,  and  were  in  the  poffefiion  of 
Mr.  Stevenfon,  who,  on  the  nth  of 
March  lad,  by  fonie  means  or  other, 
was  induced  to  deliver  the  goods  to 
V;ed,  though  he  paid  no  money; 
that  the  faid  Wed  gave  a  bond  to  the 
faid  Stevenfon,  payable  to  the  hiid 
Hughes,  for  £1609  18  8,  continen¬ 
tal  currency,  on  the  9th  of  April  in* 
ftant,  without  any  authority  from  the 
faid  Hughes,  as  he  alledges  ;  that 
the  faid  Wed  proceeded  with  the 
goods,  immediately  on  the  receipt  of 
them,  to  fome  of  the  eadern  Colo¬ 
nies,  and  it  Js  apprehended  tq  Con¬ 
necticut.  Upon  the  whole,  the 
committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
faid  Hughes  may  probably  loie  his 
debt  from  Wed,  without  the  inter- 
pofition  of  Congrefs,  or  their  per- 
nnilion  to  him  to  go  in  purfuit  of  the 
faid  Wed.”  Where  upon, 

Refolved,  rJ  hat  Governor  Trum¬ 
bull,  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut, 
be  defired  to  direct  the  molt  effectual 
method,  according  to  la w,  to  be 
taken  for  fi curing  the  perion  of  Ja- 
ktz  Wed,  or  his  effeCts,  to  the  value 
of  the  debt  due  to  James  Hughes,  if 
either  can  be  found  in  his  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  to  fee  that  juftice  be  done 
in  the  premifes. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Mon¬ 
day  next. 

Monday ,  Jpril  15,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  4th  from  General 
Wafhington,  enclofing  a  letter  from 
Governor  Cooke,  and  an  account  of 


the  powder  fupplied  the  army  at 
Camoridge,  by  the  colony  of  Mafia,. 
chufetts-Bay,  from  the  10th  of  Tune 
lad ;  alfo  a  letter  of  the  2d  from 
General  Schuyler,  with  eight  papers 
enclofed,  being  laid  before  Congrefs 
and  read.  ® 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  letters 
with  the  papers  enclofed,  be  referred 
to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Harnfon,  and 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 

.  The  committee  to  whom  the  peti¬ 
tion  from  the  committees- of  Wal- 
pack,  &c.  was  referred,  brought  in 
tneii  rep.ort,  which  was  agreed  to. 
Whereupon, 

Reloiv  ed,  That  an  order  be  drawn 
by  the  chairman  of  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  upon  Henry  Wifner  in  fa 
vourof  the  petitioners  for  200  lb. of 
powder,  they  paying  for  the  fame. 

.That  1000  flints  be  delivered  to 
the  petitioners. 

1  hat  the  petitioners  be  defired  to 
fend  Garret  Broadhead,  Efq;  to  the 
neared  Indian  fettlement,  in  order 
to  difeover  whether  any  uneafinefs 
fubfids  among  the  Indians  in  that 
part  of  the  country,  and  if  it  fubfids, 
from  what  caufe  it  arifes. 

I  hat  a  letter  be  written  by  the 
Prefident  of  the  Congrefs  to  General 
Schuyler,  to  inform  him  of  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  the  inhabitants  on  the 
Vellern  boundaries  of  New-Jerfey 
from  the  Indians,  to  requed  him  to 
diieCl  proper  inquiries  to  be  made, 
whether  there  be  any  foundation  for 
fuch  apprehend  on  s. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  conflder- 
ation  the  report  of  the  committee,  on 
the  petition  of  John  Sccord. 

Refolved,  That  a  certified  copy  of 
the  faid  petition  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
governor  of  Connedicut  ;  that  he  be. 
requeded  to  caufe  inquiry  to  be  made 
into  the  truth  of  the  fads  therein 
dated,  and  if  found  true,  that  it  be 
recommended  to  him  to  caufe  refti- 
tution  to  be  made  to  the  petitioner. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  again  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  fettlers  at  Wyoming; 
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and  the  Sufquennah  river,  as  well 
thofe  under  Pennfylvania  as  thofe  un¬ 
der  Connecticut,  to  cultivate  harmo¬ 
ny,  to  confider  themfelves  as  jointly 
interefted  in  the  event  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  caufe,  and  not  by  mutual  aCts  of 
violence  or  oppreffion,  to  injure  that 
union  that  happily  fubfifts  between 
all  the  Colonies,  and  on  which  their 
welfare  fo  much  depends. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  commit¬ 
tee  be  directed  to  fuppiy  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Monmouth  county  in  New- 
Jerfey  with  3001b.  of  powder,  they 
paying  for  the  fame. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  refo- 
lution,  whereby  perfons  refident, 
having  property  in  America,  who 
aftift  any  of  the  enemies  of  the  United 
Colonies  in  the  capture  of  veftels  or 
goods,  may  be  made  liable  to  make 
good  the  damages  to  the  fufferers. 

The  members  cholen,  Mr.  Brax¬ 
ton,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

A  petition  from  Mofes  Kirkland, 
a  prifoner,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  prifoners. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confl- 
deration  of  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  the  ways  and  means  of  fupply- 
ing  the  troops  in  Canada.  Where¬ 
upon, 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  R.  Morris  be 
direCled  to  purchafe  bills  of  exchange 
to  the  amount  of  three  thoufand 
pounds  fterling,  and  deliver  the  fame 
to  Mr.  Price,  and  that  Mr.  Morris 
be  indemnified  for  any  lofs  that  may 
arife  by  indorfing  them. 

That  the  fum  of  13,3333-  dollars 
be  advanced  to  Mr.  Price,  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  by  him  in  the  fervice  of  the 
continent,  in  Canada,  he  to  be  ac¬ 
countable. 

Refolved,  That  the  officers  of  the 
rifle  battalion,  and  independent  rifle 
companies,  be  authorifed  and  di¬ 
rected  to  recruit  the  laid  battalion 
and  companies,  and  inlift  the  men  as 


fpeedily  as  pofiible ;  and  that  their 
re-in liftment  be  for  two  years  from 
the  expiration  of  their  prefen t  term, 
liable  to  be  difeharged  fooner,  if 
Congrefs  fhall  think  proper,  upon 
receiving  a  month’s  pay  advance. 

A  petition  from  Thomas  Learn¬ 
ing,  jun.  in  behalf  of  the  committee 
of  infpeClion  for  the  county  of  Cape 
May,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and. 
read,  fetting  forth  the  defencelefs 
hate  of  that  part  of  the  country,  and 
praying  for  a  fuppiy  of  powder  and 
lead,  and  that  two  companies  of  the 
continental  forces  may  be  ftationed 
there. 

Refolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  be  granted. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow, 
cIuefday3  dlpril  1 6,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  9th  from  Commo¬ 
dore  E.  Hopkins,  incloflng  a  lift  of 
the  cannon  and  ftores  brought  from 
Providence,  and  a  letter  of  the  14th 
from  the  committee  of  Baltimore,  in- 
cloftng  copies  of  intercepted  letters 
from  the  fecretary  offtake  to  Gover¬ 
nor  Eden  ;  alfo  a  letter  of  the  8th 
from  General  Thomas,  were  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecretary  pub- 
lifli  an  extraCf  of  the  letter  from 
Commodore  Hopkins. 

The  Congreis  taking  into  confi- 
deration  the  letter  from  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  Baltimore,  and  the  papers  en- 
clofed,  came  to  the  following  refolu- 
tions  : 

Whereas  information  has  been 
this  day  laid  before  Congrefs,  from 
which  there  is  great  realon  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  Robert  Eden,  Efq;  gover¬ 
nor  of  Maryland,  has  lately  carried 
on  a  coneipondence  with  the  Britifh 
miniftry,  highly  dangerous  to  the  li¬ 
berties  of  America. 

Refolved  therefore.  That  the  conn* 
cil  of  fafety  of  Maryland  be  earnestly 
requefted  immediately  to  caufe  the 
perfon  rind  papers  of  Governor  Eden 
to  be  feized  and  fecured,  and  fuch  of 
the  papers  as  relate  to  the  American 
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difpute,  without  delay  conveyed  fafe- 
|y  to  Congrefs ;  and  that  copies  of 
the  intercepted  letters  from  the  fe- 
cretary  of  Hate  be  inclofed  to  the 

J 

fa  id  council  of  fafety. 

Refolved,  That  the  council  of  fafe¬ 
ty  of  Maryland  be  requeued  to  caufe 
the  perfon  and  papers  of  Alexander 
Rol's  to  be  immediately  feized  and 
fecured,  and  that  the  papers  be  fent 
fafely  to  Congrefs. 

And  to  prevent  the  faid  Alexander 
Rofs  having  any  opportunity  to 
efcape. 

Refolved,  That  the  like  requeft 
be  made  to  the  committees  ofobfer- 
vation  for  Baltimore  and  Frederic 
counties  in  Maryland,  in  one  of  which 
counties  the  faid  Alexander  Rofs  pro¬ 
bably  now  is. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due. 

To  Ifaac  Melchior,  for  expences 
from  Montreal  to  Philadelphia, 
including  a  part  of  St.  Luke  La 
Corne’s  expences  to  Albany,  the 
fum  of  34.7  dollars. 

To  Leonard  Melchior  for  boarding 
M "Donald  twenty  days  the  fum  of 
10  dollars. 

To  William  Chew,  for  riding  cx- 
prefs  to  North-Carolina  and  back, 
including  ferriages,  the  lum  of  90 
dollars,  and'  that  the  fame  ought 
to  be  paid  to  j.  Hughes,  Efq. 

To  Samuel  Purviance,  jun.  the  fum 
of  133.3  dollars,  money  advanced 
by  Colonel  Charles  Beaty,  to 
Captain  James  Grier,  and  that 
the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  and 
charged  to  the  faid  James  Grier. 

To  Anthony  Tricker,  for  boarding 
Donald  M'Donald  ancl  others,  of 
the  .Scots  prifoners  taken  by  Ge¬ 
neral  Schuyler,  near  Johnliown, 
the  fum  of  150  dollars. 

To  Pcletiah  Webfter,  for  purchafing 
goods  for  the  continent,  including 
form  inci.'c  ; tal  charges,  the  lum 
of  66.3  dollars'. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts 
be  paid, 
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Refolved,  That  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  be  diredled  to  lupply  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Monmouth  county  with 
500  flints. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  clerk  or  afliftant  to  the 
auditor  general. 

Mr.  William  Webb  was  ele£ted. 

A  letter  of  the  15th  from  H.  Beau¬ 
mont,  furgeon  of  the  26th  regiment, 
was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  prifoners. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  1000 
dollars  be  paid  to  Meflrs.  Price  and 
Haywood  in  confideration  of  their 
extraordinary  fervices  in  Canada. 

VAhereas  much  inconvenience  may 
be  derived  to  the  public  from  com¬ 
mittees,  others  than  the  committee 
of  fafety  in  each  Colony,  on  the  pub¬ 
lic  poll:  roads,  flopping  and  opening 
the  mails,  and  detaining  letters  from 
the  conflitutional  poft. 

Refoived,  That  no  committee, 
but  the  council  or  committee  of  fafety 
in  each  Colony,  or  fuch  perfon s  as 
they  fhall  on  extraordinary  occasions 
authorife,  fhall  flop  the  conflitutional 
poll,  open  the  mail,  or  detain  any 
letters  therefrom. 

Refolved,  That  the  prefi dent  write 
to  Commodore  Hopkins,  and  direct 
him  to  fend  a  complete  lift  and  ftate 
of  the  ftores  taken  and  brought  from 
Providence,  with  the  fizes,  &c.  and 
in  cafe  he  lhould  have  left  New  Lon¬ 
don,  that  Governor  Trumbull  be  de- 
flred  ro  order  a  lilt  of  the  ftores  left  at 
New  London  by  Commodore  Hop¬ 
kins,  to  be  made  out  and  tranfmitted 
to  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  the  cannon  and 
fuch  other  of  the  ftores  as  are  not  ne- 
ceflaiv  for  the  fleet,  be  landed  and 
left  at  New  London,  and  that  fuch 
of  the  cannon  and  wheels  as  Gover¬ 
nor  Trumbull  lhall  direft,  may  be 
employed  for  the  defence  of  that  har¬ 
bour,  during  the  plealure  of  the  Con¬ 
grefs. 

Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  to-morrow. 
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Wednefday ,  April  17,  1776. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due. 

To  John  Avery,  jun.  for  riding  ex- 
prefs  from  Commodore  Hopkins 
and  back  again,  the  fum  of  40.7 
dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 
Refolved,  That  the  marine  com¬ 
mittee  be  in  [trusted  to  recommend  to 
Congrefs  proper  perfons  for  commif- 
lion  officers  for  the  frigates  now  build¬ 
ing,  and  that  the  warrant  officers  be 
appointed  by  the  faid  committee,  and 
that  they  fit  laid  frigates  for  fea  with 
all  expedition. 

That  the  marine  committee  recom¬ 
mend  to  Congrefs  proper  perfons  to 
be  agents  for  prizes  in  the  feveral 
Colonies. 

That  a  bounty  of  eight  dollars  be 
allowed  by  the;  public  to  the  owner  of 
every  American  veffiel,  for  every  able 
feamen  that  he  fhall  import  into  the 
United  Colonies,  over  and  above  the 
number  the  faid  velfel  carried  out ; 
and  that  foreigners  importing  able 
feamen  over  and  above  the  flip’s 
company,  and  difeharging  them  in 
the  American  ports,  fhall  be  intitled 
to  the  fame  bounty. 

Refolved,  That  the  nomination  or 
appointment  of  captains  or  comman¬ 
ders  of  continental  velfels  lhall  not 
efiablifh  rank,  which  is  to  be  fettled 
by  Con  o  re  is  before  commiffions  are 

0  o 

granted. 

The  Congrefs  having  proceeded 
to  the  election  of  captains  for  rhe  two 
frigates  building  in  Maffachufetts- 
Bay. 

William  Manly,  and  Ifaac  Coz- 
neau  were  elected.  * 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  commit¬ 
tee  be  impowered  to  give  orders  for 
the  arming  and  manning  abroad  any 
of  the  flips  or  veffiels  employed  in  the 
importation  of  cargoes  tor  the  conti¬ 
nental  account;  the  expences  and 
charges  of  fuch  armaments  to  be  paid 
by  the  faid  committee  ;  they  receiv¬ 
ing  for  the  public  fervice,  on  the  arri¬ 


val  of  every  vefel,  all  the  arms, 
ammunition,  and  fores. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  be  impowered  to  import  car¬ 
goes  of  fait  on  the  continental  ac¬ 
count,  in  fuch  flips  or  veffels  as  they 
employ  to  carry  outward  cargoes, 
and  are  obliged  to  infure  on  their 
return. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  of 
fafety  of  Pennlylvania  be  requefed  to 
permit  John  Young,  jun.  and  John- 
fon  Smith  to  carry  to  Virginia  all 
fuch  arms  as  they  have  already  pur- 
chafed,  or  fiall  purchafe  in  Penn- 
fylvania,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continen¬ 
tal  army  in  the  faid  colony  of  Virgi¬ 
nia,  before  the  firfi  day  of  May  next  ; 
not  to  exceed  one  thoufand  fand  in. 
the  whole. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  be  directed  to  fupply  Mr. 
Thomas  Learning  with  200  lb.  of 
powder,  for  the  militia  of  Cape  May, 
he  paying  for  the  fame. 

Refolved,  That  the  commanding 
officer  at  New- York  be  dire&ed  to 
order  two  companies  of  Colonel  Day- 
ton’s  battalion  to  march  to  Cape 
May,  and  there  to  remain  till  far¬ 
ther  orders. 

Refolved ,  That  the  petition  of  Dr. 
Jackfon  be  referred  to  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  claims. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 
d’hurfday ,  April  I  8,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  15  th  from  General 
Waihington  ;  and, 

A  letter  of  the  7th  of  November 
laft,  from  the  Rev.  Samuel  Langdon* 
accompanied  with  a  letter  from  Ge¬ 
neral  Putnam,  and  Colonels  Glover, 
Bridge,  Fry,  and  Prefcot.  Alfo, 

A  letter  from  James  Warren,  Efq; 
paymalter-general,  defiring  leave  to 
refign,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  letters  bg 
referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Read, 
Mr.  Clinton,  and  Mr.  Braxton. 

A  letter  from  Elizabeth  Seymour, 
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widow  of  the  late  matter  of  the  Cab- 
bot,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to 
the  marine  committee. 

Refolved>  That  the  committee  on 
Indian  affairs  be  directed  to  prepare 
and  report  a  draught  of  inttru<tt;ion$ 
to  George  Morgan,  Efq;  agent  un¬ 
der  the  commiflioners  for  Indian  af¬ 
fairs  in  the  Middle  Department. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  from  brigadier- 
General  Lewis,  and  a  letter  of  the 
lame  date  from  Major  General  Lee, 
being  received  and  read,  were  refer¬ 
red  to  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Clinton,  and 
Mr.  Braxton. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due, 

To  Dr.  Samuel  Treate,  for  medicine, 
and  for  attending  the  troops  at 
Burlington,  the  ium  of  273.7  dol¬ 
lars. 

To  John  Bull,  Efq;  for  expences  in 
conducting  money  to  the  camp  at 
Cambridge,  the  fum  of  153  dol¬ 
lars. 

To  Jacob  Ming,  for  vvaggonage,  the 
fum  of  107.5  dollars. 

To  Robert  Kennedy,  for  neceffaries 
furnifhed  Captain  Morgan’s  com¬ 
pany,  the  fum  of  544  dollars,  of 
which  fum  189.2  being  for  rifles, 
ihirts,  &c.  to  be  charged  to  the 
laid  company. 

To  Thaddeus  Burr,  for  money  paid 
by  him  for  liorfe-hire,  &c.  the  fum 
of  ^7.2  dollars,  which  ought  to  be 
charged  to  Jacob  Heltzheimur, 
exprefs  matter. 

To  fundries,  on  certificates  produced 
by  Thomas  Johnfon,  Efq;  for  pro- 
vifions,  &c.  for  General  Lee’s 
guard,  the  fum  of  10.7  dollars, 
and  for  a  rifle  delivered  to  Captain 
C  re  flap’s  company,  to  be  ch  irged 
to  the  faid  company,  the  fum  of 
10.6  dollars. 

To  J  ane  Allen,  for  neceffaries  to  fe~ 
vcral  companies  of  continental 
troops,  the  fum  of  52.9  dollars, 
of  which  fum  40  dollars  ought  to 


be  charged  to  the  firtt  Pennfylvania 
battalion,  and  deducted  from  the 
commiffary’s  account. 

To  Dr.  Hall  Jackfon,  for  his  fer  vices 
as  furgeon,  the  fum  of  130  dollars, 
and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid 
to  Elbridge  Gerry,  Efq. 

To  William  Smith,  for  medicines, 
inftruments,  &c.  for  the  Delaware 
battalion,  the  fum  of  2C.7.4  dol¬ 
lars. 

To  Timothy  Shallor,  for  expences  in 
bringing  prifbnets  from  Egg- Har¬ 
bour,  the  fum  of  37.5  dollars. 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts 
be  paid. 

The  marine  committee  having  re¬ 
commended  gentlemen  for  captains 
of  the  Hornet  and  Wafp,  Congrefs 
proceeded  to  an  election,  and  the 
ballots  being  taken  and  examined. 

William  Hallock  was  eledted  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  Hornet,  and - . 

Alexander,  captain  of  the  Wafp. 

The  committee  appointed  to  con- 
fider  the  propriety  of  eftablifhing  a 
war  office,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday t  Flpril  19,  1776. 

A  letter  from  Governor  Trumbull, 
with  a  petition  from  Noah  Philips, 
being  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  they  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  qualifications. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
feven  be  appointed  to  examine  and 
afeertain  the  value  of  the  feveral  fpe- 
cies  of  gold  and  filver  coins,  current 
in  thefe  Colonies,  and  the  propor¬ 
tions  they  ought  to  bear  to  Spanilh 
milled  dollars. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr. 
Sherman,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  John¬ 
fon,  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due. 

To  Peter  Brunner,  for  neceffarie*. 
furnifhed  to  Captain  Nelfon’s 
company  by  himfeif  and  Abraham. 
Vanhorn,  the  fum  of  25.2  dollars* 
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which  ought  to  charged  to  Cap¬ 

tain  Nelfon. 

To  Mary  Miller,  for  provifions,  Sec. 
furnifhed  to  General  Lee’s  guard, 
the  fum  of  16.5  dollars. 

To  Jacob  Frantz,  for  horfe-hire,  and 
carrying  Brigadier-General  Wo- 
edtke’s  baggage  to  New- York,  the 
fum  of  47.5  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts 
be  paid. 

Refolved,,  That  letters  which  are 
dire&ed  to  any  general  in  the  conti¬ 
nental  fervice,  commanding  in  a  fe- 
parate  department,  be  carried  free 
of  poltage,  by  the  conftitutional  pod. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  inftru&ions  to  George  Morgan, 
£fq;  brought  in  a  draught,  which 
being  read  was  agreed  to,  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

f 7  George  Morgan ,  Efq;  agent  under 
the  eojnmiJJt oners  for  Indian  affairs 
in  the  Middle  Department . 

“  Sir, 

“  You  are  required  to  provide  that 
the  great  belt  prefented  to  the  Indians 
lad  fall  at  Pitdburgh,  be  forwarded 
with  all  convenient  expedition  to  the 
fachems  and  warriors  of  the  wedern 
nations,  and  endeavour  to  the  utmod 
of  your  power  to  convince  them  of 
the  good  willies  and  good  intentions 
of  Congrefs  for  and  towards  them, 
and  to  cultivate  harmony  and  friend- 
Ihip  between  them  and  the  White  Peo¬ 
ple,  and  to  give  Congrefs  the  mod 
early  intelligence  of  any  interruption 
thereof,  or  of  any  didurbance  which 
fliH.ll  arife,  and  which  you  cannot 
fjuiet. 

ct  Acquaint  the  Indians  thatCongrefs 
have  formed  the  bed  plan  they  could 
devife  to  import  foreign  goods  for 
their  ufe,  and  have  neglected  no 
probable  means  to  procure  them  in 
time,  and  if  they  fhould  not  be  fup- 
plied  fo  foon  as  they  may  be  wanted, 
the  misfortune  is  to  be  aferibed  to 
the  common  enemies  of  them  and  us, 
who  by  obftru&ing  our  trade,  as  well 
as  in  nutnberlefs  other  indances,  are 
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daily  injuring  and  didrefling  both  V 
but  that  we  have  well  grounded  hope8 
of  fpeedy  relief,  in  expe&ation  of 
which,  and  of  greater  advantages  in 
profpedl,  the  prefen t  inconveniences 
are  borne  more  patiently. 

“  All  differences  and  difputes  that 
(hall  happen  between  the  Indians  and 
White  People,  you  will  have  adjulted 
and  determined  in  the  mode  pre- 
lcribed  by  a  refolve  of  Congrefs,  of 
which  you  have  a  copy  :  and  youv  are 
directed  in  a  particular  manner  to 
prevent  as  much  as  you  are  able,  any 
impofitions  upon  the  former  by  thofe 
who  deal  with  them.  Treat  all  thofe 
people,  with  whom  you  may  meet, 
kindly  and  hofpitably.  Infpire  them 
with  fentiments  of  judice  and  hu¬ 
manity,  and  difpofe  them  to  intro¬ 
duce  the  arts  of  civil  and  focial  life, 
and  to  encourage  the  redden  ce  of 
hulbandmen  and  handicraft-men  a- 
mong  them.  Ad  vile  Congrefs  from 
time  to  time  of  all  occurrences  that 
may  Ira  your  opinion  deferve  their 
attention.” 

The  committee  to  whom  General 
Wafhington’s  letter  of  the  15  th  in- 
dant,  as  well  as  other  letters  were 
referred,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  being  taken  into  confideration 
was  agreed  to ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  General  Wafhing- 
ton  may  order  as  many  of  the  cannon 
and  military  dores,  as  are  not  necef* 
fary  for  the  continental  fleet,  and 
which  were  lately  brought  into  New- 
London,  by  the  commander  thereof, 
to  any  other  place  he  may  think  pro¬ 
per  ;  having  regard  only  to  the  per- 
mifdon  of  Congrefs,  relative  to  the 
defence  of  the  harbour  of  New-Lon- 
don,  a  copy  of  which  ought  to  be 
fent  to  General  Walhington,  and 
alfo  a  lid  of  the  cannon  and  dores, 
as  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  the  refignation  of 
James  Warren,  as  paymader-general 
of  the  army  be  accepted  and  entered 
accordingly,  and  that  he  be  informed 
there  are  fuperintendants  of  the  trea- 
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fury  appointed,  to  whom  he  is  to  ren¬ 
der  his  accounts  and  vouchers. 

Rei'olved,  That  another  paymalter- 
general  be  appointed,  and  that  the 
general  be  informed  thereof. 

As  it  appears  from  the  certificates 
of  four  colonels  of  regiments  at  Cam¬ 
bridge,  that  the  Reverend  Dr.  Sa¬ 
muel  Langdon,  did  not  only  perform 
the  duty  of  a  chaplain  to  their  fevcral 
regiments,  for  the  fpace  of  fix  months, 
for  which  no  other  chaplain  had  been 
appointed,  but  all'o  the  army  at  large  ; 
therefore, 

Relolvcd,  That  the  faid  Dr.  Lang¬ 
don,  having  received  no  compenfa- 
tion  for  tliofe  fervices,  be  paid  the 
fum  of  300  dollars. 

Refolved,  That  three  tons  of  pow* 
der  be  immediately  forwarded  to  Vir¬ 
ginia,  for  the  ule  of  the  army  in  the 
Southern  Department. 

Refolved,  That  General  Wafhing- 
ton  be  made  acquainted  with  Gene¬ 
ral  Lee’s  re  quell  of  a  company  of  ar¬ 
tillery,  and  be  defired  to  furnilh  him 
with  fuch  a  company,  if  it  may  be 
done  confident  with  the  general  good 
of  the  fervice. 

That  an  immediate  fupply  of  arms, 
fhoes,  blankets.  &c.  be  furnifhed  for 
the  troops  in  Virginia,  and  that  pro¬ 
per  perfons  be  appointed  to  procure 
them,  fubjett  to  the  orders  of  Con- 
grefs  already  entered  into. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Ephraim 
Elaine  be  appointed  to  purchafe  a 
quantify  of  blankets  not  exceeding 
tjooo,  and  alfo  that  he  be  directed  to 
purchafe  5000  pair  of  Ihoes  to  be  lent 
to  Virginia,  to  the  commanding  offi¬ 
cer  at  Williamlburgh. 

Reioivcd,  That  Monday  next  be 
altigned  for  the  election  of  a  pay  mailer- 
general. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Thothas  Low¬ 
ry,  commilfary,  be  directed  to  pur¬ 
chafe  and  forward  to  General  Schuy¬ 
ler,  with  all  convenient  difpatch, 
2000  barrels  of  pork  for  the  ufe  of  the 
army  in  Canada,  and  that  he  be  fup- 
plied  with  a  fum  not  exceeding  20,000 
dollars  for  that  purpofe,  he  to  be  ac¬ 
countable. 


) 

,  t  • 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Price  be 
directed  to  bring  in  a  refolution  to 
enable  MelTrs.  Price  and  Haywood, 
to  draw  for  the  ballance  of  the  money 
ordered  to  be  paid  them  by  the  re- 
folutions  of  the  3d  and  1 6th  of  this 
month. 

Refolved,  That  MelTrs.  Du  Mon- 
teffon,  Hervieux,  La  Marque,  Du 
MalTaux,  Shemu,  GialTon,  and  Ga- 
melin,  Canadian  prifoners  at  Briltol, 
be  permitted  to  come  to  Philadelphia 
in  order  to  purchafe  cioaths,  and 
other  necclfanes,  and  to  remain  there 
ten  days  and  then  return  toBriilol. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  re¬ 
ferred  the  letter  from  General  Wafn- 
ington  of  the  4th,  and  the  letter  from 
General  Schuyler,  of  the  2d  of  this 
month,  brought  in  their  report. 

The  committee  on  prifoners  hav¬ 
ing  collected  from  the  journals  the  le¬ 
vel  al  refolutions  refpedting  prifoners, 
and  having  made  fome  amendments 
therein,  lubmitted  the  fame  to  C011- 
grefs. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday ,  April  22,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  received  lince  the  ad¬ 
journment,  were  laid  before  the  CorW 
grefs  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  the  committee  of  fafety 
of  Maryland,  dated,  the  18th. 

One  from  Dr.  Boyd  of  the  19th. 

One  from  the  committee  of  infpec- 
tion  of  Lan caller  of  the  1  ith. 

One  from  the  Canada  commiflion- 
ers,  dated  Saratoga,  the  13th. 

One  from  General  Walhington  of 
the  :9th. 

One  from  General  Schuyler  of  the 
1  2th,  enclofing  fun  dry  letters  and  pa¬ 
pers  from  Canada.  And, 

One  from  the  committee  of  inflec¬ 
tion  of  Well- Aueufta,  with  fundry 
papers  en doled. 

Refolved,  That  the  four  lalt  with 
the  papers  enclofed,  be  referred  to  Mr. 
R.  Lee,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Braxton,  and  Mr.  Johnfoii. 

Refolved,  That  the  confideration. 
of  the  letter  from  the  committee  of 

fafety 
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Safety  of  Maryland,  be  poftponed  till 
to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  refolve  refpecting  MefTrs.  Price 
and  Haywood,  brought  in  the  fame  ; 
whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  MefTrs.  Price  and 
Haywood  be  impovvered  to  draw  bills 
of  exchange  on  the  prefident  of  Con- 
grefs  for  the  fum  of  48,358,6  dollars, 
payable  the  5th  of  July  next,  in  fpe- 
cie,  it  being  the  baliance  of  a  fum  fpe- 
cihed  in  a  refolve  of  the  3d  of  April 
inftant,  after  deducing  16,000  dol¬ 
lars,  for  which  they  received  an  orcer 
on  the  treafurers  the  12th.  And  they 
are  farther  impowered  to  draw  bills  as 
aforefaid,  for  1000  dollars,  ordered 
to  be  paid  them  by  a  refolve  of  the 
6  th  inftant. 

Refolved,  That  the  commiflioners 
gone  to  Canada  be  defired  and  im¬ 
powered  to  fettle  the  accounts  of 
MefTrs.  Price  and  Haywood  to  the  5  th 
of  February  laft,  or  to  employ  proper 
perfons  to  examine  the  fame  and  com¬ 
pare  the  vouchers  with  the  leveral  ar¬ 
ticles  of  laid  accounts,  and  return  a 
certificate  to  Congrels  of  the  baliance 
juftly  due  to  MefTrs.  Price  and  Hay¬ 
wood  from  the  United  Colonies  to 
that  date,  with  the  vouchers  for  ex¬ 
penditures  and  fupplies  by  orders  or 
General  Montgomery  and  General 
Woofter. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  commif- 
fioners  be  requefted  to  return  to  Con- 
grefs  a  lift  of  fuch  perfons  as  are  ac¬ 
countable  to  the  United  Colonies  for 
any  part  of  the  articles  or  expendi¬ 
tures  comprifed  in  MefTrs.  Price  and 
Haywood’s  accounts,  with  the  ref- 
peCtive  Turn  fuch  perfon  is  chargeable 
with,  and  deliver  copies  thereof  to  the 
commanding  officers,  that  the  proper 
deductions  may  be  made  from  the  pay 
of  the  officers  and  men. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  1000 
dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Samuel  Fairlamb,  for 
the  ufe  of  Colonel  Wayne’s  battalion, 
he  to  be  accountable. 

i  4 


The  committee  on  qualification^ 
having  recommended  Mr.  Jacob  Wea¬ 
ver,  to  an  enfigncy  which  is  vacant  in 
the  third  Pennfylvania  battalion. 

Refolved,  That  he  be  appointed, 
and  that  a  commiffion  be  accordingly 

granted  to  him.  • 

The  feveral  matters  referred  to  this 

day  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-moiiow* 

7 uejday,  April  23,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  12th  from  Major 
General  Ward  being  received  and 
read,  repeating  his  deiire  for  leave  to 
refign. 

Refolved,  That  the  refignation  of 
Major  General  Ward,  and  of  Briga¬ 
dier  General  Fry  be  accepted,  and 
that  the  Prefident  inform  them  there¬ 
of  by  letter. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  vvaggonage, 
the  fum  of  873,8  dollars. 

To  john  Dunn,  the  baliance  in  full 
due  to  Colonel  Heard’s  battalion,  for 
their  pay  and  fubiiftence,  on  the  ex¬ 
pedition  to  Long-Iftand,  the  fum  of 
24,53.7  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  marine  committee  having 
agreeable  to  the  orders  of  Congrels 
recommended  gentlemen  to  be  agents 
for  prizes  in  the  feveral  Colonies. 

Refolved,  That  Captain  John 
Bradford  be  appointed  for  the  colony 
of  MalTachufett’s-Bay,  Daniel  Til- 
linghaft,  for  Rhode  lfland,  Nathaniel 
Shaw,  jun.  for  Connecticut,  Jacobus 
V anzantz  for  New  York,  John  Nixon, 
and  John  Maxwell  Neibit  for  Penn¬ 
fylvania,  William  Lux  for  Maryland, 
John  Tazewell  for  Virginia  ;  Corne¬ 
lius  Hornet  for  Wilmington,  Richard 
Ellis  for  Newbern,  and  Robert  Smith 
for  Edentown  in  North  Carolina,  with 
power  to  each  to  appoint  one  or  mere 
deputies,  if  neceftary. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  let¬ 
ters  from  General  Wafhington,  Ge¬ 
neral  Schuyler,  and  the  letters  from 
Canada  and  Pittsburgh  were  referred, 

brought 
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+  th5!.r  rePort*  which  was  and  two  thirds  of  a  dollar  a  month. 


taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 
Refolved,  I  hat  the  Prefident  figni- 
fy  to  Colonel  Hazen  the  approbation 
of  Congrefs  for  his  letter,  and  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  public  good. 

.  Revived,  That  300,000  dollars  be 
immediately  Tent  to  General  Schuyler, 

for  Applying  and  paying  the  army  in 
Canada. 


from  the  time  they  begin  their  march. 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confi¬ 
deration  of  the  report  be  poflponed 
till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  io  o’clock  to-morrow. 
Wednefday,  April  24,  1776. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of 


narni„  1  memorial  rrom 

of  Congrefs*  in  *  1?  infpe&ion  and  observation  of  the  city 

publiih^an^ad  1  **  delll'?d  *1  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia  was  pre- 

pubidh  an  add. els  to  the  people  of  fented  to  Congrefs  and  read.  * 


-  -  —  peopL  w. 

Canada,  Signifying,  that  Congrefs 
has  been  informed  of  injuries  offered 
by  our  people  to  fome  of  them;  ex¬ 
prefling  our  refentment  at  fuch  mif- 
condud,  affuring  them  of  our  attach¬ 
ment  to  their  Security ;  inviting  them 
to  date  their  grievances  to  our  com- 
miflioners,  and  promifing  ample  re- 
drefs  to  them,  and  exemplary  punifh- 
ment  to  the  offenders. 

Refolved,  1  hat  inftrudions  be  Sent 
to  the  Commiilioners  to  caufe  juflice 
to  be  done  to  the  Canadians,  agreea¬ 
ble  to  the  tenor  of  the  above  relolve. 

Refolved,  1  hat  the  commanding 
officer  in  Canada,  be  directed  to  be 
very  attentive  to  military  difciplme, 
and  inflict  exemplary  punifhment  on 
all  thofe  who  violate  the  military  re¬ 
gulations  eftabli fhed  by  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  General  Wafliing- 
ton  be  directed  to  fend  fix  battalions 
into  Canada  from  the  army  at  New- 
York. 

Refolved,  That  a  letter  be  written 
by  the  Prefident  to  General  Wafhiug- 
ton,  requeuing  his  opinion  whether 
my  farther  additional  troops  arc  ne- 


fented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  '1  hat  it  be  referred  to  2 
committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hevves, 
Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Alexander. 

Mr.  R.  Morris  reported  that  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  the  order  of  Congrefs,  he 
has  purchafed  and  delivered  to  Mr. 
James  Price  bills  of  exchange  to  the 
amount  of  three  thoufand  pounds  fter- 
ling,  for  which  lie  produced  Mr. 
Price’s  receipt. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  14,800 
dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in 
favour  of  Mr.  R.  Morris  in  full  for 
the  above  bills  of  exchange. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee 
appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Price, 
be  directed  to  draw  up  inftruftions  to 
him,  for  his  government  in  difpofing 
and  laying  out  the  money  put  into  his 
hands. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Trumbull  the 
Commiflary  General  be  dire&ed  to 
provide  and  forward  to  General  Schuy¬ 
ler,  two  thoufand  barrels  of  pork, 
with  all  poflible  difpatch,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  continental  army  in  Canada, 
and  that  the  Said  com  miffary  be  fup- 


ceffary  to  be  fent  for  the  reduction  of  plied  with  a  Sum  not  exceeding  20  000 
Quebec,  and  for  the  Security  of  Ca-  dollars  for  that  purpofe,  he  to  be  ac- 


nada,  and  if  he  fhall  think  more 
troops  neceffary,  whether  they  can 
with  Safety  be  Spared  from  the  army 
nowin  New-York. 

Refolved,  That  if  any  of  the  troops 
from  Nevv-Jerfey  or  Pennsylvania, 
which  were  raifed  at  five  dollars  a 
month,  be  fent  to  Canada,  they  fiiall 
be  allowed  at  th$  rate  of  fix  dollars 


countable  for  the  fame. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Alfop,  Mr. 
Sherman,  and  Mr.  Lewis  be  requeff- 
ed  to  purchafe  and  forward  with  all 
convenient  difpatch,  to  General 
Schuyler,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continen¬ 
tal  army  in  Canada,  10,000  pair  of 
fhoes,  io,coo  pair  of  dockings ;  and 
that  15,900  dollars  be  advanced  to 

them 
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them  for  thofe  pnrpofes,  they  to  be 
accountable. 

Refolved,  That  a  letter  be  written 
to  General  Schuyler  to  inform  him  of 
the  ten  additional  battalions  lately  or¬ 
dered  for  Canada,  and  of  the  4000 
barrels  of  pork,  and  the  10,000  pair 
of  fhoes,  and  1  o,oco  pair  of  llockings, 
ordered  by  Congrefs  to  be  fent  to  him  ; 
and  to  defire  him  to  purlue  the  bell 
means  for  furniihing  fuch  other  ne- 
cefiary  articles  of  cloathing  and  food 
as  may  be  wanting  for  the  continen¬ 
tal  army  in  Canada,  having  regard  to 
fuch  of  thele  as  Mr.  Price  the  com- 
miflary  in  that  province  can  fupply 
there:  Alfo  that  General  Schuyler  be 
defired  to  inform  the  Prefident  what 
quantity  of  gun-powder  he  has  re¬ 
ceived  for  Canada  fince  the  firfl  of 
January  lalt,  and  that  he  continue, 
as  hitherto,  to  give  the  earlieft  notice 
to  Congrefs  of  the  occafion  for  further 
fupplies  of  this  and  other  necefiaries 
that  may  be  wanting,  and  not  in  his 
power  to  procure. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  com-  - 
mittee  be  directed  to  forward  from 
Mr.  Wilner’s  and  Mr.  Livingllon’s 
powder  mills,  five  tons  of  powder  to 
General  Schuyler,  to  be  by  him  for¬ 
warded  to  Canada. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due. 

To  John  Gibfon,  agent  appointed  by 
the  commiflioners  for  Indian  af¬ 
fairs,  for  fundry  fervices  in  the  Mid¬ 
dle  Department  by  order  of  the  com¬ 
miflioners,  the  fumof  377*9  dollars. 
To  John  Davis  for  waggonage,  for 
the  6th  Pennfylvania  battalion,  the 
fum  of  60  dollars. 

To  Furman  and  Hunt,  for  provifions. 
See.  for  the  prifoners  at  Trenton, 
the  fum  of  183.8  dollars. 

To  Duncan  M’Donald,  the  fum  of 
15.8  dollars,  of  which  fum  13.6 
dollars  ought  to  be  charged  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Hendrick’s  company,  and  2.2 
dollars  to  Captain  Cluggage’s  com¬ 
pany,  for  goods  furnifhed  to  the 
laid  companies ;  and  that  the  fame 


ought  to  be  paid  to  Ephraim  Blaine# 
Efq. 

To  Margaret  Smith,  for  nurfing  two 
men  in  the  fmall-pox,  belonging 
to  Captain  Benezet’s  company,  the 
fum  of  24  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts 
be  paid. 

The  convention  of  South-Carolina 
having  appointed  delegates  to  repre* 
fent  that  colony  in  Congrefs  the  cre¬ 
dentials  of  their  appointment  were 
prefen  ted  to  Congrefs  and  read,  as 
follows  : 

In  Congrefs ,  Charlejloixm,  South -Ca¬ 
rolina,  Feb.  16,  1776. 
Refolved,  That  Thomas  Lynch, 
John  Rutledge,  Edward  Rutledge, 
Arthur  Middleton,  and  Thomas  Hey¬ 
ward,  jun.  Efqrs.  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  and  fully  authorifed 
to  reprefent  this  Colony  in  the  conti¬ 
nental  Congrefs,  for  one  year  next 
enfuing. 

March  23,  1776. 

Refolved,  That  the  delegates  of  this 
colony  in  continental  Congrefs,  ora 
majority  of  fuch  of  them  as  lhall  at 
any  time  be  prelent  in  the  faid  Con¬ 
grefs,  or  any  one  of  the  faid  delegates, 
if  no  more  than  one  fhall  be  prefent, 
be,  and  they  and  he  are,  and  is  here¬ 
by  authorifed  and  impowered,  for  and 
in  behalf  of  this  Colony,  to  concert, 
agree  to,  and  execute  every  meafure, 
which  they  or  he,  together  with  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  continental  Congrefs, 
lhall  judge  neceifary  for  the  defence, 
fecurity,  interefl,  and  welfare  of  this 
Colony  in  particular,  and  of  America 
in  general. 

Refolved,  That  another  delegate  be 
forthwith  chofen  by  ballot  by  this  Con¬ 
grefs,  to  reprefent  this  Colony  in  the 
continental  Congrefs,  in  addition  to, 
and  with  as  full  powers  in  all  rejpeds 
as  the  delegates  already  chofen  have, 
and  are  in  veiled  with.  The  Congrefs 

O 

then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  (aid  dele* 
gate,  and  Thomas  Lynch,  jun.  Efq. 
appearing  to  be,  arid  being  declared 
duly  cholen. 


Refolved* 


( 

.  Refolved,  That  Thomas  Lynch, 
jun.  Eiq;  be,  and  he  is  hereby  ap¬ 
pointed  a  fixth  delegate  from  this 
Colony  to  reprefen  t  the  fame  in  the 
continental  Congrefs. 

A  true  copy. 

'Petkr  Timothy,  Sec. 

The  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into 
confideration  General  Wafhington’s 
letter  of  the  27th  of  March"  and 
after  fome  time  Ipent  thereon,  the 
Prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Harrifon  reported,  that  the  commit¬ 
tee  have  had  under  confideration  the 
letter  referred  to  them,  but  not  hav¬ 
ing  come  to  any  determination  there¬ 
on,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to 
fit  again. 

Refolved,  That  Congrefs  will  to¬ 
morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their 
partner  conlidei ation  the  letter  from 
General  Walhington  of  the  27th  of 

March,  and  the  petition  inclofed 
therein. 

The  other  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred,  being  podponed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 
TburJ'day ,  April  25,  1776. 

Two  letters  from  General  Walh¬ 
ington  of  the  2 zd  and  23d,  were  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  they  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  ^embers  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H. 
Lee,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Hewes. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  2000 
dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in 
favour  of  Ephraim  Blaine,  Efq;  for 
the  purpofe  of  purchaling  Toes  and 
blankets  for  the  continental  troops  in 
Virginia,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  qualifications 
having  recommended  Thomas  Hol¬ 
land  to  be  a  fecond  lieutenant  in  the 
Delaware  battalion,  in  the  room  of 
James  M'Donnough,  deceafed,  and 
John  Corfe,  enfign,  in  the  room  of 
Thomas  Holl  and. 

Refolved,  That  they  be  accepted. 
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and  that  commiffions  be  granted  to 
them  accordingly. 

.  The  committee  to  whom  the  peti¬ 
tion  of  Noah  Philips  was  referred- 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
agreed  to  ;  whereupon, 

.  Refolved,  'l  hat  the  committee  of 
mfpe&ion  of  the  city  of  Albany,  be 
requelied  to  adjud  Mr.  Noah  Philips’s 
account  of  fer vices  performed  at  Ti- 
conderoga  ;  and  that  Mr.  Noah  Phi¬ 
lips  be  allowed  and  paid  for  his  fur¬ 
ther  fervices,  including  thofe  of  con- 
t ratio r  from  the  time  of  his  joining 
General  Montgomery,  at  the  rate  of 
one  dollar  for  each  day,  until  he 
quitted  the  fervice,  and  an  equiva¬ 
lent  to  a  captain’s  rations  during  the 
laid  time,  provided  he  has  not  already 
them  ;  the  latter  account  to  be  fettled 
by  General  Schuyler,  who  is  requeued 
to  pay  to  tne  faid  JNoah  Philips,  what 
may  appear  to  be  due  to  him  for  the 
whole  of  his  fervices  aforelaid. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter 
from  Lord  Stirling  of  the  10th  of 
March  lad,  with  the  papers  therein 
inclofed,  was  referred,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

On  application  from  the  committee 
of  Lower  Penfneck  in  the  county  of 
Salem  in  New-Jerfey. 

Refolved,  That  the  fe  cret  com¬ 
mittee  be  direfted  to  fell  to  the  faid 
committee  751b  of  gunpowder. 

Refolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  in¬ 
tercepted  letter  from  John  Butler  at 
Niagara,  dated  the  29th  of  Feb.  be 
lent  to  General  Schuyler. 

Refolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  truth  and  foundation 
of  the  dory  “  that  the  Indians  have 
been  invited  by  Governor  Penn  to 
come  to  PhiIadelphia,’  be  fent  to 
General  Schuyler  ;  and  that  General 
Schuyler  be  direfted  to  caufe  the  per- 
fon  to  be  arreded,  who  pretended  to 
have  carried  fuch  invitation  to  the 
Indians. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 

that 
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that  there  is  due  for 'the  expences  of 
General  Lee’s  guard,  the  fum  of* 
jo.S  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought 
to  be  paid  to  Timothy  Matlock. 

On  a  draught  drawn  by  Ephraim 
Blaine,  Efq;  on  the  commifiioners  for 
Indian  affairs  in  the  Middle  Depart¬ 
ment,  in  favour  of  Samuel  Semple; 
the  fum  of  77  dollars,  for  expences 
of  the  laid  commifiioners,  and  that 
the  faid  fum  ought  to  be  paid  to 
Robert  Miller,  Elq;  of  the  county  of 
Cumberland.  , 

For  the  fubfiflence  of  A.  Hill  Brice, 
Captain  of  the  7th  regiment  of  foot 
of  royal  fufileers,  the  fufti  of  39 ;  5 
dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to 
be  paid  to  Thomas  M‘Kean,  Efq; 
and  charged  to  the  faid  captain. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts 
be  paid.  , 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
their  farther  confideration  the  letter 
from  General  Wafhington  of  the  27th 
March  laft,  and  the  papers  therein 
inclofed,  and  after  fome  time  the  pre¬ 
sident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Harrifon  reported  that  the  committee 
had  come  to  a  refolution,  on  the  mat¬ 
ters  referred  to  them,  which  he  read 
and  delivered  in. 

The  report  being  again  read, 
Refolved,  That  the  confideration 
thereof  be  poftponed. 

Information  being  given  to  Con¬ 
grefs  that  Allan  Cameron,  who  is 
confined  in  goal,  is  jin  fuch  a  date  of 
health  as  to  require  the  attendance  of 
a  phyfician,  and  that  he  is  defirous 
of  the  afiiftance  of  Doflor  Cadwalla- 
der. 

Refolved,  That  Do&or  Cadwalla- 
der  have  leave  to  attend  him. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday ,  April  26,  17 76. 
Refolved,  That  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  be  dire&ed  to  fettle  and  pay 

*Qth?C9toi7  pf  Cphnsftjw  th?  pow¬ 


der  lent  by  the  faid  Colony  to  Gen. 
Wafhington,  for  the  ufe  of  the  con¬ 
tinent,  and  to  aft  as  they  fhall  judg# 
bed  for  the  public  fervice,  and  the 
benefit  of  Conne&icut,  in  exchang¬ 
ing  the  powder,  which  the  faid  Co¬ 
lony  has  in  Philadelphia,  for  powder 
in  the  eaftern  ports  belonging  to  the 
continent. 

Refolved,  That  50,000  dollars  be 
fent  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of 
Virginia,  and  that  the  prefident  write 
to  the  faid  committee,  and  requeft 
them  to  ufe  their  utmofl  endeavours 
to  have  it  exchanged  for  fpecie,  and 
remit  the  fame  to  the  continental 
treafurers  ;  and  in  cafe  they  can  pro¬ 
cure  more  fpecie,  that  they  fend  it, 
and  draw  for  the  amount  on  the  pay- 
mailer  in  Virginia,  who  is  ordered  to 
pay  fuch  draughts. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  250, 
000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  paymaller 
in  Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  the  con-** 
tinental  troops,  he  to  be  accounts  - 
ble. 

A  letter  from  Do&or  Cadwallader 
was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read, 
giving  an  account  of  A.  Cameron’s 
Hate  of  health.  Whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  A.  Ca¬ 
meron  be  allowed  the  benefit  of  air 
in  his  room,  and  of  walking  an  hour 
every  morning  in  the  yard,  in  com¬ 
pany  or  prefence  of  the  jailor,  and 
that  his  uncle  Do&or  M‘Clean  from 
New-York,  who  is  now  in  town,  be 
allowed  to  converfe  with  him  in  the 
prefence  of  the  jailor. 

Edmund  Randolph,  who  was  ap¬ 
pointed  deputy-mufter-mafter-general 
of  the  Southern  Department,  having 
been  chofen  by  the  citizens  of  Wil- 
liamfburg  to  reprefent  them  in  con¬ 
vention,  and  an  ordinance  having 
been  pafted,  excluding  all  perfons 
holding  any  military  poll  of  profit 
from  a  feat  therein,  begged  leave  to 
refign  his  office. 

Refolved,  That  the  refignation  of 
Mr.  Randolph  be  accepted. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  five 
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be  appointed  to  take  into  confedera¬ 
tion  the  Hate  of  the  Eaftern  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  report  thereon. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Rut¬ 
ledge,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr.  Duane. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  there  is  due. 

To  Dottor  Robert  Johnfon,  for  at- 
'  tendance  on  the  6th  battalion,  and 
for  medicines,  the  fum  of  n.i 
dollars. 

Ordered,  7  hat  the  faid  account  be 
paid. 

I  he  committee  to  whom  the  letters 
from  General  VVafhing'.on  of  the  2zd 
and  23d  inft.  were  referred,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into 
conhderation,  vv hereupon, 

Refolved,  fI'hat  the  pay  of  the  aids 
de  camp  of  the  commander  in  chief 
be  railed  to  forty  dollars  a  month. 

Refolved,  7’hat  none  of  the  troops 
already  railed,  be,  for  the  prefent, 
diibanued  lor  want  of  arms ;  and  that 
the  general  apply  to  the  convention 
and  committee  of  fafety  of  New- 
7  ork  for  luch  arms,  as  may  have 
been  collected  under  the  refolve  of 
Congrefs  for  difarming  non-affocia- 
tors  and  difaffe&ed  perfons,  or  any 
other  arms  they  can  iupply,  and  that 
they  be  delivered  to  the  New- York 
troops. 

Refolved,  That  Mr,  Baldwin  the 
aflilfant  engineer  ordered  to  Canada, 
be  allowed,  in  confuleration  of  his 
merit,  the  pay  and  rank  of  lieute¬ 
nant  colonel  cn  the  continental  efta- 
blifhment. 

Refolved,  That  the  refpeftive  go¬ 
vernments,  from  whence  militia  have 
come  for  the  defence  of  the  city  of 
IS ew- York,  be  defined  fpeedily  to 
tranfmit  to  Congrefs  authenticated 
mufter-rolls  and  accounts  of  monies 
due  to  fuch  refpedtive  militias,  in 
order  to  their  being  immediately  fet¬ 
tled  and  difeharged. 

Refolved,  77iat  Congrefs  approve 
the  aflilhnce  given  by  the  general  to 
Commodore  Hop  kin's. 


Refolved,  That  the  farther  confi- 
dcration  of  the  report  be  poftponed 
till  to-morrow.  F 

Congrefs  then  took  into  coniidcra- 
tion  the  report  of  the  committee,  on 
the  petition  of  Colonel  James  Eaffon, 
whereupon, 

Refolved,  That,  the  claims  of  the 
perfons  concerned  in  the  lurprize  and 
redu&ion  of  the  fortrefs  of  Ticonde- 
roga,  having  already  been  fubmitted 
by  Congrefs  to  the  committee  of  Al¬ 
bany,  the  petitioner  be  referred  to 
the  faid  committee  of  Albany  for  a 
fettlement  of  his  demand  on  that  ac¬ 
count. 

As  from  the  teflimonials  produced 
by  the  petitioner  it  appears— that  he 
and  his  battalion  behaved  with  great 
diligence,  a&ivity  and  fpirit  in  the 
fuccefsful  enterprize  again  ft  General 
Prefcot,  and  the  veffeis  and  troops 
under  his  command  in  the  river  Sorell, 
in  which  important  fervice  they  were 
joined  by  Colonel  Bedel  and  a  part  of 
his  regiment — that  to  encourage  the 
party  employed  in  that  important  fer¬ 
vice,  the  late  General  Montgomery 
promifed  them  all  the  public  llores, 
which  fhould  be  taken  in  the  veffeis 
under  General  Prefcot’s  command, 
excepting  ammunition  and  provifions  ; 
and  as  the  petitioner  allcdges  that  no 
part  of  thofe  itores  was  delivered,  nor 
any  compofition  made  to  the  troops 
concerned  in  the  acquifition,  there¬ 
fore, 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  general  commanding  in  Canada, 
to  appoint  commifiioners  to  eifimate 
all  the  public  ilores  taken  with  Gen. 
Prefcot,  (excepting  ammunition  and 
provifions)  and  pay  the  value  thereof 
among  the  ofiicers  and  men  employed 
in  that  fervice,  in  fuch  proportions  as 
the  commiflioners  lhall  determine. 

As  the  petitioner’s  account  of  mo¬ 
nies  received,  and  dilhurfements  made 
by  him  for  the  ufe  of  his  regiment, 
011  which  he  claims  a  ballance,  can, 
for  want  of  proper  vouchers  and  in¬ 
formation  here,  only  be  adjulled  in 

Canada, 
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Canada,  where  the  bufinefs  was  tran- 
faded . 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  re¬ 
ferred  for  fet dement  in  fuch  mode  as 
tlie  commiftioners  from  Congrefs  m 
that  province  fhall  direct.  But  as  the 
petitioner  is  in  want  of  money. 

Refolved,  That  two  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  be  advanced  to  him  in  part  of 
his  demand  againft  the  United  Co¬ 
lonies. 

With  regard  to  the  petitioners  re- 
queft  that  a  court  of  inquiry  may  be 
called  refpeding  the  charge  againft 
him,  and  Major  Brown  for  plunder¬ 
ing  the  effeds  of  the  prifoners.  As 
Brigadier- General  Arnold  in  his  let¬ 
ter  &of  the  i  ft  of  Feb.  I  alt  alledges, 
that  the  petitioner  and  Major  Brown 
had  been  publickly  accufed  of  plun¬ 
dering  the  officers  baggage  taken  at 
Sorelf,  contrary  to  the  articles  of 
capitulation,  and  to  the  great  fcandal 
of1  the  American  arms;  for  which 
reafon  he  declared  it  to  be  his  opi¬ 
nion,  that  it  would  give  great  difguft 
to  the  army  in  general  if  either  of 
them  fhould  be  promoted,  until  thefe 
matters  were  cleared  up  ;  and  as  the 
petitioner  aflerts  his  innocence,  de¬ 
claring  that  he  neither  plundered,  nor 
direded,  nor  was  privy  to  the  plun¬ 
dering  of  any  prifoner  or  other  pcrfcn 
whatever.  Considering  therefore  on 
one  hand,  the  aggravated  nature  of 
this  charge,  which  is  an  impediment 
to  the  petitioner’s  promotion,  and  on 
the  other,  the  great  confidence  re- 
pofed  in  him  by  Gem.  Montgomery, 
and  the  eftential  fervice  which  the 
petitioner  has  rendered  to  his  country. 

Refolved,  That  the  commiftioners 
from  Congrefs  in  Canada  be  ir. ill  ac¬ 
ted,  to  caufe  inquiry  to  be  made  by  a 
court-martial  or  otherwife,  into  the 
charge  againft  the  petitioner,  giving 
him  an  opportunity  of  making,  his 
defence  ;  and  that  the  proceedings 
thereon  be  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs, 
in  order  that  juftice  may  be  done  to 
the  petitioner,  if  he  has  been  accufed 
without  fufftcient  reafon. 
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The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned'to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday ,  April  27,  1776. 
Refolved,  That  an  order  for  350 
dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Edv,  of  which  250  for 
himfelf,  and  100  for  Ifaiah  Beaudreau, 
for  fervices  done. 

Sundry  letters  and  papers  from 
North- Carolina  were  laid  before  Con- 
orefs  and  read,  viz. 

An  affidavit  refpeding  the  capture 

of  W.  Ginn’s  brig. 

A  letter  from  Samuel  Johnfon, 
prefident  of  the  convention  dated  the 
10th  inftant,  inclofmg  fundry  refolves 
of  the  faid  convention,  and  an  ex- 
trad  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier-Gen. 
Moore. 

Refolved,  That  the  affidavit  be  de¬ 
livered  to  the  fecret  committee. 

That  the  other  papers  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  Alexan- 

\ 

der. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledion 
of  a  paymafter-general,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Warren,  whofe  refignation 
was  accepted,  and  the  ballots  being 
taken  and  examined, 

William  Palfrey,  Efq;  was  eleded. 
Congrefs  alfo  proceeded  to  the  c- 
Jedion  of  a  deputy- Oommiftary-gene - 
ral,  for  fupplying  the  troops  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  with  rations,  and  the  ballots 
being  taken  and  examined, 

William  Aylett,  Efq;  'was  eleded. 
Refolved,  That  Mr.  Rodney  and 
Mr.  Read  be  added  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  fupply  the  troops  in  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  and  the  battalion  in  the 
Lower  Counties  on  Delaware. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of 
fafety  of  Pennfylvania  was  prefented 
to  Congrefs  and  read. 

l"he  feveral  matters  to  this  day  re¬ 
ferred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Monday, 
Monday ,  April  29,  1776. 
Sundry  letters  and  papers  being  re~ 
C  c  2  ceived. 
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Ceived,  were  laid  before  Congrefs 
and  read,  viz, 

^  A  letter  o t  the  25th  from  General 
Wafhington,  inclofing  a  return  of  the 
army  at  New- York. 

A  letter  from  Major  Wrixon ,  de¬ 
clining  to  accept  the  commilfion  of 
chief  engineer. 

A  letter  from  the  council  of  fafety 
cf  Maryland,  with  the  examination 
of  Alexander  Rofs,  and  Sundry  pa¬ 
pers  found  in  his  poflefTron. 

Rcloived,  Pnat  the  letter  from 
General  Wafhington,  and  the  letter 
Fom  the  council  of  fafety  of  Mary¬ 
land,  with  Mr.  Rofs’s  papers  be  re- 
fv.rj ed  to  a  committee  of  five. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harri- 
fon>  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Goldbo- 
xough,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Rodney, 

Alfo  a  letter  of  the  19th  from 
General  Lee,  and  one  from  Thomas 
Lui.et ;  and  a  petition  from  Podlor 
J*  ^  otts  were  read  and  referred  to  the 
/aid  committee. 

Refolved,  1  hat  letters  be  written 
by  the  prefident  to  General  Schuyler 
iind  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New 
^  ork,  deiiring  them  to  inform  this 
Congrefs  whether  the  continental 
commilHons  fent  to  them  for  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  troops  railed  by  Connecticut 
tne  lall  campaign  were  delivered,  or 
offered  to  them,  or  to  any,  and 
which  of  them,  and  whether  any, 
and  which  of  them  refufed;  or  ac¬ 
cepted  the  fame ;  and  particularly 
whether  commiilions  were,  offered  to 
Colonel  Water 'bury  and  Col.  Eafton, 
nnd  whether  they  refufed  accepting 

Refolved,  That  Capt.  Peter  Adams 
from  Maryland,  under  whole  cullody 
Alexander  Rofs  was  brought  to  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  be  difmiffed,  and  that  the 
laid  Alexander  Rofs  be  committed  to 
the  care  of  the  officer  commanding 
the  continental  troops  in  Pennsylva¬ 
nia. 

Refolved,  That  a  Handing  com¬ 
mittee  be  appointed  for  Indian  affairs  ; 
that  it  coniilt  of  five  :  that  the  clcc- 
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tion  of  the  members  be  poftponed  till 

to-morrow,  *  *  '  ' 

Refolved,  That  the  Congrefs  re¬ 
lying  on  the  integrity  and  honour  of 
Capt.  A.  M‘Gee,  order  that  he  be 
permitted  to  go  at  large  6n  giving  his 
parole  to  the  committee  of  Wei 
Augufla,  not  to  engage  or  be  con¬ 
cerned  in  any  meafure  injurious  to 
thefe  Colonies,  by  Stimulating  the 
Indian  nations  to  make  war  again!! 
them  or  otherwife.  6 

I  he  committee  of  claims  reported 
that  there  is  due, 

T  o  Benjamin  MarShall  for  tin  car- 
touch  boxes,  the  fum  of  46c  dol¬ 
lars.  - 

To  Ephraim  Blaine,  Efq;  for  fub- 
ililence,  waggonage,  and  ferriages 
of  the  6th  Penn fyl vania  battalion^ 
the  fum  of  27.36  dollars.' 

Ordered,  That  the  laid  accounts 
be  paid. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  consideration 
o^  the  report  o f  the  committee  on 
General  Washington’s  letter  of  the 
19th,  &c.  whereupon, 

Refolved,  I  iiat  th’e  papers  from 
^01 1  Pitt  be 'referred  to  the  committee 
appointed,  to  consider  the  Hate'  of 
Indian  affairs  in  the  Middle  Depart¬ 
ment.  ‘  *  *  •• 

s 

Refolved,  That  no  traders  ought 
to  go  into  the  Indian  country1  without 
Iicenfe  from  the  agent  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  ;  and  that  care  be  taken  by  him 
to  prevent  exhorbitant  prices  fot 
goods  being  exacted  from  the  Ini 
dians. 

Refolved,  J  hat  a  ton  of  powder 
be  fent  to  Mr.  C ..  Morgan,  to  be 
diftributed  to  fuch  Indians  as  he  Shall 
be  convinced  are  in  our  intereit. 

Refolved,  That  meafures  be  im¬ 
mediately  taken  to  procure  goods  to 
lupply  the  Indians  at  the  treaties  or¬ 
dered  to  be  held  with  them. 

Refolved,  That  the  councils  of 
Maflachufetts-Bay  and  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  and  the  governors  of  Connec¬ 
ticut  and  Rhode  JSIand,  be  earneilly 
refuelled  to  take  the  molt  Speedy  and 

effectual 
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effe£lual  meafures  to  collet  as  much 
hard  money  in  their  refpedlive  Colo¬ 
nies  as  poffible,  and  to  fend  the  fame 
as  colje&ed  to  General  Schuyler,  and 
draw  upon  the  Prefident  of  Congrefs 
for  the  amount. 

Refolved,  That  the  further  confi- 
deration  of  the  report,  and  the  feve- 
ral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  be 
pofiponed  till  to-morrow,  to  which 
time  Congrefs  adjourned. 

'Tuej'day,  Jpril  30,  1 776. 
Agreeable  to  order,  Congrefs  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  ele&ion  of  a  Handing 
committee  for  Indian  affairs,  when  ' 
Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr. 
Woolcot,  Mr.  L.  Morris,  and  Mr, 
Rutledge  were  eledled. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported, 
that  there  is  due. 

To  Matthew  Swan,  for  carrying  two 
brafs  held  pieces  from  Philadelphia 
to  Williamfburg,  the  fum  of  93.6 
dollars,'  over  and  befide  the  fum 
of  80  dollars,  paid  him  by  Robert 
Erwin,  and  13.3  dollars,  paid  by 
the  committee  of  Williamfburg. 

For  houfe  rent,  carriage,  and  other 
contingent  expences  of  the  fourth 
Pennfylvania  battalion,  the  fum 
of  358.6  dollars,  and  that  the  fame 
ought  to  be  paid  to  John  Harper, 
quarter-mafter  of  the  faid  batta¬ 
lion. 

For  provifions  for  Captain  Rofs’s 
company,  fupplied  by  Charles 
Jackfon,  the  fum  of  9.1  dollars, 
and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid 
to  Timothy  Matlock. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts 
be  paid. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  the  memorial  from  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  infpedion  and  obfervation 
of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  praying  the  advice  of  Congrefs, 
whether  they  ought  to  continue  the 
exercife  of  the  power  of  regulating 
the  price  of  goods  in  other  infiances 
than  that  of  green  tea,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  being  taken  into 
confideration,  was  agreed  to  \  where- 


Refolvftd,  That  the  ninth  article 
of  the  affociation,  which  enjoined 
jthe  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colo¬ 
nies  to  fell  goods  and  merchandize  at 
the  rates  they  had  refpedtively  been 
accufiomed  to  do  for  twelve  months 
then  lafi  pafi,  was  in  its  nature  a 
temporary  regulation  refpe&ing  the 
goods  then  on  hand ;  but  as  thofe 
goods  are  nearly  confumed,  and  2 
farther  fupply  muft  be  obtained  at  art 
extraordinary  rifque  and  expence,  and 
it  is  reafonable  that  adventurers  fhould 
be  encouraged  by  a  profpeft  of  gain, 
adequate  to  the  danger,  which  may 
be  incurred  in  the  importation,  and  2 
free  trade  being  now  opened  from  the 
United  Colonies  to  all  parts  of  the: 
world,  except  the  dominions  belong* 
ing  to  the  King  of  Great-Eritain. 

Refolved,  That  the  power  of  com¬ 
mittees  of  in  fpe&ion  and  obfervation 
to  regulate  the  prices  of  goods,  in 
other  infiances  than  the  article  of 
green  tea,  ought  to  ceafe. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  Gene*- 
ral  Wafliington’s  letter  of  the  24th 
of  March  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  veffels  which 
were  left  in  the  docks  and  harbour  at 
Bolton,  by  the  enemy,  and  which 
different  perfons  claim  as  their  pro-* 
perty,  ought  to  be  refiored  to  their 
former  owners,  being  inhabitants  of 
thefe  Colonies,  on  their  making  proof 
of  their  title,  unlefs  the  faid  parties 
fo  claiming,  fhall  have  been  volunta¬ 
rily  active  againft  the  rights  of  the 
United  Colonies,  by  affording  aid 
and  affifiance  to  the  Britifh  fleet  and 
army  ;  and  that  it  be  recommended 
to  the  government  of  Maflachufetts- 
Bay  to  appoint  commiflioners  to  hear 
fuch  claims,  and  determine  on  the' 
fufliciency  of  the  proof  thereof. 

Provided,  That  any  perfon  appre¬ 
hending  himfelf  or  herfelf  to  be  ag¬ 
grieved  by  the  adjudication  of  the 
commiflioners,  may  appeal  from  their 
fentence  to  Congrefs,  fuch  appeal 
being  demanded  and  lodged  with  the 
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fecretary  of  Congrefs,  within  the 
times  limited,  and  the  appellant  giv¬ 
ing  fecurity,  in  the  manner  prefcribed 
in  the  cafe  of  an  appeal  from  the  fen- 
tence  of  a  court  appointed  for  hearing 
maritime  caufes. 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confi- 
deration  of  the  report  be  poftponed. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  2000 
dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in 
favour  of  George  Evans,  who  has 
contra&ed  to  fupply  the  Delaware 
battalions  with  rations,  he  to  be  ac¬ 
countable. 


The  delegates  for  Nevv-Jerfey  hav¬ 
ing  laid  before  Congrefs  a  number  of 
bills  counterfeited,  to  imitate  the 
continental  bills  of  credit. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  fix 
be  appointed  to  confider  of  this  mat¬ 
ter,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  W.  Li- 
vingfton,  Mr.  M‘Kean,  Mr.  Sher¬ 
man,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Braxton, 
and  Mr.  Duane. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Thurf- 
day. 
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